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Ou,- /9S6 P,te11t11te 
Our 1956 Potentate, Chalmers Cul

lins, said things· would be different in 
1956 and the composite picture shown 
elsewhere in this issue will give some 
idea of the many innovations: Charters 
were presented to the Shrine Clubs 
with a Ceremonial honoring them, A 
Day at the Races, The Dixieland Band, 
The Chuck Wagon, the formation of 
the East Memphis Luncheon Club, the 
Junior Spring Dance, the Family Party 
for Shrine School Children and Talent 
Show, Denver Dan's Devilish Deed, the 
installation of air-conditioning in the 
Auditorium, the Southeastern Shrine 
Association Convention, the Cere
monial in our Auditorium, the organ 
in our Auditorium, the Children's 
Christmas Party and the establishing 
of the Quarter Century Club of the 
Uniformed Units, the registration of 
Nobles who attended the Stated Meet
ings, prizes oeing awarded to those 
who had perfect · attendance for the 
year. 

Chalmers put in an enormous 
amount of time in the interest of Al 
Chymia Temple and his efforts and 
accomplishments are fully appreciated 
by the membership. 

/JtuJ!teteel6J 
If you missed the Christmas party on 

Friday evening, December 14th you 
certainly missed a bang-up soiree. Af
ter the usual warming up hour we 
were · served a bountiful buffet repast 
consisting of ham, turkey and roast 
beef-and what roast beef-well done 
and rare; and we mean rare. Why we 
have seen cows hurt worse and get 
well. Boy was it good. The table itself 
was a masterpiece of art. The center
piece was a beautiful ice sculpture in 
the form of the Shrine insigna flanked 
by glowing tapers in tall silver candel
abras and traditional Christmas flowers 
and greenery. 

Ten new members were installed 
by Past Potentate W. B. Smith and 
President and Mrs. Buford Wallace 
were presented with a beautiful in
scribed silver tray, from the Muske
teers as a token of appreciation for 
their service during 1956. Officers for 
1956 were introduced and Potentate 
Cullens thanked each officer for their 
efforts in behalf of the Shrine school 
during 1956. 

Over one hundred nobles and ladies 
turned out for the school children's 
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In my years of experience and work 
in the Shrine I have found that 
Shriners Hospitals are Hospitals with 
little patients, but not sickness. The 
youngsters at Shriners Hospitals are 
patients of the hospital, but they· are 
not ill children in the usual sense, 
True, they undergo major surgical pro
cedures and have a few uncomfortable 
post-operative days, but like rubber 
balls they bounce back to enjoy each 
other, their group activities, and their 
school, for Shriners Hospitals endeavor 
to be as much like a home as it is 
possible to make it for these young 
friends. 

They enjoy specially selected movies 
at convenient periods in most of our 
Hospitals. They have an active Boy 
Scout Troop. There are many parties 
usually promoted, organized, and car
ried out by the boys and girls of both 
wards. The Recreation Room is often 
the scene of a skit or a play written 
and produced by the children them
selves. Each holiday and each child's 
birthday is made a festive and "extra 
special" occasion. Professional enter
tainers-musicians, actors, comedians 
-often bring delightful programs to
the hospital. Television is a daily
treat.

Monday through Friday all school 
age youngsters are off to school with 
books in tow and the usual childhood 

party at the Shrine Auditorium on 
Dec. 20 and were treated with · a 
Christmas card pageant put on by the 
children. On December 23 three bus 
loads of Nobles, ladies and Santa Claus 
(Les Poppenheimer) visited 18 home
bound children and distributed gifts 
donated by Perel & Lowenstein, Claude 
and Ruby Schute and others. A spe
cial vote of thanks goes to Babe Jack
son and Mrs. Carmen Duncan for their 
work in behalf of the Shrine school 
committee during 1956. We realize that 
dozens of others have done yeoman 
work in behalf of the school and we 
regret that space doesn't permit men
tioning all names. 

Red face department: Last month, 
we reported that Noble Wh�tsett had 
donated a dictionary and stand to the 
Shrine school. We have been reminded 
that a stand only, was donated and the 
donation was made by the entire 
Mounted Patrol which is headed by 
Noble Whitsett. Also we stated that 
the Provost Guard supplied equip-
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chatter about the teachers, lessons, etc. 
In special schoolrooms the teachers 
provided spend an average of five 
hours daily . with the children. When 
necessary, bedside instructions are 
given. Now and then the spring finds 
everyone preparing for graduation ex
ercises for the young man or lady who 
has successfully completed his or her 
eighth grade education at the hospital 
school. 

The children at Shriners, like chil
dren everywhere, have fun; only at 
Shriners Hospitals it is more so. The 
children enjoy the happy life of being 
a part of a big family, each of whom 
have some personal physical problem 
that is similar to their own and all of 
whom are grateful for the wealth of. 
services and practices with the clean 
living conditions, good food, splendid 
care and grand entertainment provided 
by the wearers of the red fez. Each 
child realizes that it is only through 
the Shriners that they are able to en
joy the very best in specialized care 
and treatment of their own problems. 

The prayers of these 300,000 crip
pled children made well by Shriners 
mount to the very Throne of Heaven 
in a magnificent crescendo that is 
heard by all of God's Kingdom. 

Gerald D. Crary, 

Imperial Potentate. 

ment for the physical therapy room at 
the school. This equipment was in 
fact provided by the Legion of Honor. 
During the year we have served as 
your correspondent we have ·no doubt 
made similar boo-boos • and perhaps 
have failed to give credit where · credit 
was .due. In some instances the infor
mation was not passed on to us and 
in other instances we simply flubbed
the-dub. We assure all that any mis
takes we have made were honest 
mistakes and we .have attempted to 
make restitution when such errors 
were brought to our attention. If we 
have failed to give you credit at any 
time please forgive us. 

To wind up the year, we know we 
express the sentiments of the officers 
of Al Chymia Temple and the Muske
teers, when we say to all Nobles, 
thanks for· a job well done, God Bless 
you and we wish you and yours a 
happy and bountiful New Year. 

BILL WILLIAMS 
















































































































































































