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Happy 2020 to each and every one of you! Con-
grats to all the NEW Potentates — let’s all work 
together to make 2020 the BEST YEAR Shriners 
International has ever had!

As EVERYONE knows, I am a MEMBER-
SHIP GUY — I have WORKED membership and 
PREACHED membership for many years. When 
I took office in July, I talked about the JUST ONE 
program and encouraged EVERY SHRINER to get 
JUST ONE new member each year. We are at a 
very critical time with membership, and we need 
to take responsibility for increasing our member-
ship numbers and efforts!

As Masons, we are members of the world’s 
oldest, largest, most widely known and most 
respected fraternal organization in the world; 
AND, as Shriners, we OWN the world’s great-
est philanthropy, SHRINERS HOSPITALS FOR 

CHILDREN. We HAVE to be proud of our mem-
bership in BOTH of these organizations and 
commit ourselves to growing BOTH our lodges 
and our Shriners temples.

I am asking each of you to renew your efforts on 
membership — look at each and every person you 
come in contact with differently than you have 
in the past and ask yourself “would they make a 
good Mason and Shriner?” If the answer is YES,  
then talk to them about becoming a Mason and 
a Shriner. If you are in a state that does not allow 
you to ASK — have your lady do it for you!

The time is NOW — we MUST commit to mem-
bership — let’s all go get JUST ONE new member 
before Imperial Session in July.

Yours in the faith,

A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN 
OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR 
IMPERIAL POTENTATE

Even though it’s March, I still want to wish every-
one a happy New Year. We are off to a great 
start in our work to bring Shriners Hospitals for 
Children in line with industry trends and require-
ments, and the expectations of today’s patients 
and families.

In January, the members of the Joint Boards, 
headquarters executive team and hospital lead-
ership teams attended the biannual Leadership 
Conference to review last year’s accomplishments 
and discuss future plans. At the meeting, the 
positive response to our ongoing efforts to adapt 
our care delivery models was heartening. I want 
to personally thank everyone for their dedication 
to our mission, and to seeing the need for change 
as necessary in order to continue our legacy of 
improving and changing the lives of children. 
This is an exciting time, as we are confident that 
Shriners Hospitals will continue to be a leader in 
pediatric health care far into the future. 

We look forward to creating many more com-
munity partnerships and affiliations, like the 

collaborative program with Boys Town National 
Research Hospital in Nebraska, which will allow 
us to treat more patients closer to their homes. 
We have never had a strong presence in Nebraska 
before — just think about the possibilities for 
reaching more children.

We are also developing a strategic plan that will 
strengthen and streamline our efforts to reach 
patients internationally and provide care in a 
culturally sensitive manner. We intend to both 
treat patients closer to their homes, and increase 
efforts to educate local medical professionals so 
they can carry on our work.

I am very proud of the work being done, and 
want to acknowledge and thank the Joint Boards, 
the hospital governing boards, and the staff of 
both headquarters and our health care facilities 
for their commitment to doing what is best for 
the long-term future of our patients.

Yours in the faith,

DEAR FELLOW NOBLES,

Jerry G. Gantt
Chairman, Board of 
Trustees, Shriners 
Hospitals for Children

Jeffrey L. Sowder
Imperial Potentate, 
Shriners International

DEAR FELLOW NOBLES,
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INSIDE THIS ISSUE ABOUT OUR FRATERNITY
Shriners International, a fraternity based on fun, fellowship and the 
Masonic principles of brotherly love, relief and truth, founded Shriners 
Hospitals for Children as its official philanthropy in 1922. What began 
as one hospital is now a world–renowned health care system with 
locations in three countries. The fraternity, which has nearly 200 
temples in several countries and thousands of clubs around the world, 
continues to support this unique health care system.

ABOUT OUR PHILANTHROPY
Shriners Hospitals for Children® is one of the largest pediatric sub–
specialty health care systems in the world, with locations in the 
U.S., Canada and Mexico. Our staff is dedicated to improving the 
lives of children by providing pediatric specialty care, conducting 
innovative research, and offering outstanding teaching programs for 
medical professionals.

shrinershospitalsforchildren.org

facebook.com/ShrinersHospitalsforChildren

twitter.com/shrinershosp

youtube.com/user/shrinershospitals

instagram.com/shrinershospitals

facebook.com/shrinersinternational

twitter.com/shriners

youtube.com/ShrinersTV

instagram.com/shrinersinternational

FIND US ONLINE

About the Cover: We are thankful for the hundreds of Shriners, 
ladies and other volunteers who came out to help us decorate our 
float, Hope Knows No Limits, for the 2020 Rose Parade. Pictured 
on the cover is Tommy Ray Smith of Al Malaikah Shriners. 

shrinersinternational.org

shrinersvillage.com
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A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN 
OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

BEING GOOD STEWARDS | As a nonprofit organization dependent on donations, it is critically important that Shriners Hospitals for 
Children uses all funds wisely and effectively. The Oversight Committee investigates and reports on activities conducted for the benefit 
of Shriners Hospitals that have incurred, or apparently may incur, an appreciable financial loss. The Committee also checks on actions 
or possible actions of the Joint Boards that may not have followed appropriate practices or been fully vetted or disclosed. Findings are 
reported during Imperial Session. For more information, call 866–290–7637 or visit shriners.ethicspoint.com.
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IN EARLY 1919, FUTURE IMPERIAL POTENTATE Frank S. Land founded a youth 
movement that has provided a positive societal impact for more than a century. With 
the help of Louis Lower, a local youth known through Masonic connections, Noble Land 
laid the foundation for the DeMolai Council, now known as DeMolay International,   
a Masonic-sponsored youth organization with programs for young men ages 9 to 21.

A member of Ararat Shriners in Kansas City, Missouri, 
Land served as the temple’s Potentate in 1931. He served 
the fraternity as Imperial Potentate during the 1954-
1955 Imperial Year. During that time, Imperial Sir Land 
described DeMolay as “a secondary source of new mem-
bers for the Shrine because it is a primary source of new 
members for the various Masonic bodies.” He continued 
to emphasize this important point, saying, “It is definitely 
in our interest to assist the DeMolay organization at all 
times.” Although Imperial Sir Land laid down his working 
tools in November of 1959 — shortly after helping his 
beloved DeMolay organization celebrate its 40th anni-
versary — his vision for a perpetual link between these 
organizations continues today in many ways. 

Continuing the Legacy
Introducing Noble B. Tyler Moyer, the 53rd International 
Master Councilor of the International DeMolay Congress. 
A Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, native, Noble Moyer graduated 
from Central Dauphin East Senior High School in 2019 and 
currently attends the Smeal College of Business at The Penn-
sylvania State University, where he is pursuing a Bachelor 
of Science degree in Management Information Systems.

Noble Moyer joined Pilgrim DeMolay Chapter (Pennsyl-
vania) on August 13, 2010. A legacy DeMolay member (his 
brother had previously served Pennsylvania as its State 
Master Councilor); there was no doubt Moyer would join 
DeMolay. In 2013, he served as the Master Councilor for 
his chapter, an experience that provided the opportunity 

Connections
MAKES A 

DIFFERENCE

MAINTAINING OUR

Masonic

for many lessons on effective and servant lead-
ership. Ultimately, he also served as the State 
Master Councilor of Pennsylvania (2018-2019). 
Throughout his years of service, he received many 
DeMolay awards and the Degree of Chevalier.

As soon as he reached the required age, Moyer 
joined Steelton-Swatara Lodge No. 775 and the 
Valley of Harrisburg Scottish Rite.

A New Officer and a New Noble
Preparing for his candidacy for the office of 
International Master Councilor, Noble Moyer 
understood that, if elected, he would be required 
to attend the 2019 Imperial Session in Nashville, 
Tennessee. Tentative travel plans were made, 
and he left early in the morning the day after his 
installation. Weighing his chances of victory, he 
went ahead and submitted his petition to Zembo 
Shriners in Harrisburg, with adequate time for 
the proper investigation and balloting processes, 
in anticipation of participating in the ceremonial 
conducted by the leaders of Al Menah Shriners 
at the Imperial Session.

On Sunday, June 30, 2019, the second day of his 
term as the 53rd International Master Councilor, 
Noble Moyer was created a Shriner.

The accompanying photo was taken during the 
Imperial Parade on Tuesday, July 2, 2019.
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The Love of a Service 
Dog and the Bond of 
Brotherhood Lift a Veteran

IT WAS THE FOURTH BLOOD CLOT THAT DID IT. SPC4 Ron Smith collapsed. 
Medical personnel worked to revive him as his wife urged them on, refusing to let them give 
up. At last, Smith gasped. He was alive. It would be a long time before he would begin to feel 
even remotely close to all right. Smith had been in the Army since 1986, serving in multiple 
posts including Fulda, West Germany, with the 11th ACR and in Pennsylvania as a member 
of the Military Police. It was while protecting the German border that he was injured, causing 
blood clots in his leg. The experience caused by that fourth clot in 2011 — needing CPR, three 
shocks from a defibrillator, and three shots of adrenaline — was shattering.

“I was out,” Smith said. “When I came to, I was overwhelmed.” Smith was unable to cope 
with crowds or even leave his home. Unwelcome thoughts of the trauma haunted him. “I 
was a complete shut-in for two or three years, a prisoner in my own home.”

Smith’s wife, Valerie, said the impact to their lives was significant. “It was very hard,” she 
said. “We have no kids and were very active before. He was putting in all the effort, doing 
everything the doctors said, and nothing was working for us. The best that the doctors, 
therapies, and medications could offer was not quite enough to make us complete again.”

Then, two things happened that began to open up Smith’s world.

A New Member  
of the Family
Through a friend, Smith con-
nected with an organization and 
was matched with a service dog. 
She was a Rottweiler/collie mix, 
small for her breed at 60 to 70 
pounds, named Aero. Joining 
her new family made her name 
Aero Smith: “She is my rock star,” 
Smith said fondly.

Having a dog to attend to 
forced Smith out of his comfort 
zone. “She helped me get out,” 

he said. “She had to go, so I had to go.” He was making progress, 
but there was still something missing in his recovery.

“I was trying to find myself. Re-find myself,” Smith said. “I felt 
like I lost who I was before this all happened.” To pass the time, he 
started going through some of his father’s things that had been 
put away. He found his dad’s Masonic items. And suddenly, he 
knew what to do.

The path forward was still a difficult one. By now the couple were 
living in Indiana, where the blue lodge has a special dispensation 
that allows them to help men with disabilities work through the 
degrees, said Grand Lecturer Gary Tapley. For Smith, that meant 
Aero could be by his side the whole time. In fact, she is the first 
female to be initiated with an honorary first degree, Tapley said, 
standing up with Smith and putting her paws on the altar. Aero 
even received an apron.

The Meaning of Brotherhood
As Smith continued his Masonic journey and then 
became a member of Orak Shriners in Michigan 
City, Indiana, his recovery progressed. “They made 
me feel so comfortable, so accepted,” Smith said. 
“There was something in my life that I needed. The 
people, the love have been so helpful in making me 
feel whole again.”

Now, the man who wasn’t able to be in a crowd 
participates in parades. He’s part of the motor corps 
unit and pilots a flying carpet. While it’s not easy, 
Smith is doing so well that he can get along without 
Aero, who is now retired and living comfortably as 
a beloved pet in the Smith household.

“If you had asked me in 2012, ‘Is this possible?’ 
I would’ve said ‘No way,’ ” Valerie said. “Even the 
dog was not able to do what the Shriners have done 
for my husband. They have just been a blessing. 
They did the impossible, giving us hope in what felt 
like a hopeless situation. I can now see a future of 
companionship and growth whereas before I was 
not sure we would make it.”

Smith heartily recommends fraternity life to other 
men. “For anybody who is looking for something 
larger than themselves,” he said, “with the cama-
raderie we get here, I would fully recommend they 
seek out this organization. I wouldn’t be where I 
am today without it.”

7
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Nobles are Answering Calls to Action

MEMBERSHIP ISMaking Strides
FOR THESE SHRINERS, JUST ONE ISN’T ENOUGH. From October through December of the 
2019 Imperial Year, the following nobles were top–line signers of two or more Shriner recruits or 
restorations in conjunction with Imperial Potentate Jeff Sowder’s JUST ONE membership campaign.

Auden Acosta
Carlos Acosta
James Adams
William Adams
Robert Addleman
Travis Aldridge
George Alex
Jimmie Lee Alford
Scott Alter
Herschel Amos
Walter Ancheta
Mark Anderson
Gregory Anstrom
John Archer
David Armstrong
David Aten
Robert Aubin
Raul Audi Junior
Wallace Austin
Kenneth Avery
Sebouh Badoyan
Jesus Alejo 
Bagamaspad
Wayne Baggett
Robert Baker
Alvan Joseph Balazo
Sherwin Banasig
Mark Bartolovich
Rene Bautista
Richard Beaty
William Behrend Jr.
Christopher Bell
John Bernhardt
Urbano Billena
Gary Blankenship
Jory Blumer
Erik Booth
John Borsa
Scott Boyer
Tobin Bradley
John Brazell
Joshua Brewer
Joey Brooks

Ray Brooks
Carl Brown
Richard Brown
Alan Brueggen
Lonnie Bull
William Bumgarner
Duane Burgess
C. Burkett
Gardner Burton
Jerry Bush
Barry Buzzell
Terry Byard
Kenneth Byassee
Michael Byrd
Alfredo Cabral
Darroch Cairns
Brooks Call
Walter Camoosa
Fernando Cano
Donald Carberry
Omar Carrillo
Jacob Carro
Richard Carswell
Johnny Carswell
Alfred Cassidy
Zachery Castillo
Gregory Castle
John Cazares
Clautus Champion
Mark Charlton
Dennis Chesley
Oleksii Chuiko
Jim Clark
David Clawson
Charles Coburn
Donald Cochran
John Cole
Ronald Connelly
Henry Coons
James Cordeiro
Jose Cortes Mendez
Nathan Coughlin
Dwight Crabtree Jr.

Howard Craddock
James Creech
David Cross
Carl Culmann
Jacob Cummings
Michael Curtis
R. Darnell
William Daugherty
Jeremy Davis
Corey Dawson
Rampel Luis  
De Guzman
Edwin Del Rosario
Marcos Delgado
Ward Desplinter
Carl Dewitt
Paulo César  
Dias Carneiro
Francis Dimaliwat
Daniel Dixon
David Dodson Jr.
Frank Dyer
Marke Englert
Jason Evans
Jerry Farmer
Antonio Feliciano
Dennis Ferguson
Donald Ferguson
Louie Fields
Louis Fields
Ronald Fine
Robert Fitzgerald
Gary Fleming
Joseph Flowers
Eduardo Fontanilla
Thomas Foose
Frank Foti
Richard Fries
Nathan L. Fuller
Marcelo Galvão
Gonzalo Jesus Garcia
Aaron Garrett
Doelethone Gatdula

Ronnie Gay
Russell Gename
Stephen George
Travis Gerald
Robert German
Henrique Getulio  
de Barros
Rogelio Gevero
Mark Goebel
John Gonzaga
Robert Gordon
Marlin Gray
Donald Green
John Green
Robert Guthrie
Andy Haggard
William Hahnfeldt
George Hall
Gregory Hall
Jeffrey Ham
Edward Hanke
Jerry Hankins
Larry Hardman
Dennis Hardy
John Harris
Steven Harris
David Harrison
Dwight Keith Harsey
Mark Hartz
Henry Haughey
Jeffrey Hawkins
J. Henderson
Kenneth Herald
Cletus Hertensen
Steven Hessler
Jack Hildebrand
Jason Hinkle
Jeremy Hoesli
David Hoffman
Joseph Holbrook
Leopoldo Homrich
Andrew Horine
Michael Hresko

Donald Huber
Robert Huels
Charles Huntress
Carl Idler
David Ingersoll
Gerald Innis
Jerold Jamieson
Gerald Jay
John Johanson
Gary Johnson
Jerry F. Johnson
Jerry J. Johnson
Kirk Thomas Johnson
Mikael Johnson
Robert Johnston
David Jones
Keith Jones
Gregory Jordan
Guadalupe Juarez
Jeffrey Kagan
Sherwood Kaiser
Robert Keener Sr.
Alfred Kellner
Donald Kendrick
Lonnie Kessler
J Donald Killen
Heinrich Kramlich
John Elmer Krodel
James Kurtz
Gregory Lackey
Matthew Lamoreaux
Manny Laxamana
Josh Le Vesque
James Leadbetter
Brett Lennon
John Lenza
Irwin Lewis
Paul Augustine Leynes
Gerald Lindeman
Paul Lizun
Clarence Lockhart
Destry Lodman
William Loeser



As a noble, one of your top priorities should always be continued education 
about our fraternity. Many fraternal communications are disseminated each 
year for a multitude of purposes — including operational and legislative updates, 
membership resources, philanthropic breakthroughs, dues notices and fraternal 
relations. But, a communication is only as effective as the contact information 
for its intended target audience. 

Have you logged in at webfez.shrinenet.org to update your noble profile? 
Updating your contact information is one of the most specific and useful ways 
that you, as a member of our great fraternity, can assist your leaders in 
maintaining effective communications at all levels of the organization. 

Log in to WebFez TODAY to create your noble profile  
and provide/update your contact information on file.
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Huey Long
Roy Louk
Jack Love
John Lowe
Ernest Lyle
Raymond Lynch
Max Maberry
Daniel Madore
Mauricio  
Coelho Mafra
Brummel  
Joseph Magkasi
Joseph Malatia
Alex Manlutac
Jeff Marcum
David Marshall
Luke Martin
Mark Martin
Corey Mathews
Craig Matzke
Paul McCarthy
Samuel McClure Jr.
Timothy McCraw
Charles McGrew
Jonathan McGuffey
Kevin McKoy
Mark McNee
Roberto Medrano
Michael Melville
Felix Mendoza
Bill Messer
Phillip Michaelson
Douglas Miller
Todd Miller
Bobby Minchew
Brian Mitchell
Ray Montgomery
David Moore

Roger Moore
Adam Morgan
George Mudd
Dustin Nail
Jerald Neel
Robert Neff
Kenneth Nicholson
Curt Nitzsche
Jimmy Norman
Donnie Norris
Michael Nunn
Charles Oheim
Eugenio Olivares
John Olivarri
Gregory O'Neal
Fernando Ortega
Ramon Ortega
R. Michael Osborne
Kenneth Ouzts Jr.
Jay Owens
Leowell Pailano
Cielito Parrilla
James Parrish
Robert Pate
Renato Paynaganan
Ernest Pearlstein
Chris Pechtold
Christopher Pechtold
John Pennington
Irick Peradilla
Richard Peralta
Robert Perrine
Crawford Perry
Ira Piercy
R. A. Piersol
James Pless
Miguel Poblete
Eric Pogg

Jon Porter
Steven Porter
Kraig Prange
Ard Pratt
John Price
Paul Price
James Priest
Edgar Prieto
James Pulley
George Raecher
Zach Rains
Cuauhtemoc Ramirez
Jerry Ranson
Joseph Revell
Orlando Reyes
Kevin Reynolds
Edson Cardoso Ribeiro
Barry Richards
Michael Riley
Benjamin Ritchey
Mark Roberts
Rolando Rodolfo
Fabien Roget
Nicholas Roth
James Russell
Phillip Sabelli
Fred Sadrak
Dennis Saikaley
Relucio Salvador
Roland Sanchez
John Sanders
José Cláudio Santello
Douglas Sauerbrunn
Allen Scarber
Kurt Schaller
Daniel Scheetz
Michael Scheid
Travis Schlosser

Dwane Schultz
Jose Segui Diaz
William Sewell
Edward Sexton
David Shaff
Gordon Sheets
William Sheets
Ryan Sherman
Clyde Philip Sia
James Sipple
Joseph Alvin Sisik
Charles Slater
Christopher 
Smallwood
Dwayne Smith
Nathan Smithson
Thomas Spoltore
Charlie Spray
Gary Stephens
Keith Stika
William Stinefield
Joseph Stocks
Hoyt Stover
Michael Stryffeler
Thomas Stryffeler
Dominic Marvin Sy
Remy Tala
Joseph Talvy
Michael Taussig
Raymond Taylor
Richard E. Thomas
Richard L. Thomas
Patrick Thompson
Daniel Tierney
Jonathan Tilly
Jeremy Tinkel
A. Mark Tinsley
Vincent Tom

Joseph Tunny
Jerry Ulm
James Ulmer
Barret Van Horn
James Vanest
John VanWert
Chadd Vaughn
Eric Vickery
Dale Vrsalovich
Trent Vukodinovich
Robert Wagner
Phillip Welce
Lloyd Wentzell
Bruce Whitaker
Ronald White
Ronnie White
Richard Whitehead
Bruce Wiggins
Gary Williams
Richard Williams
Scott Williams
Patrick Willis
Coble Wilson
Samuel Winebrenner
Rafal "Ray" Witkowski
Charles Wood
James Woodard
David Woolston
Scott Woomer
Harry Worstell
William Yager
Nelson Yau
Jose Nielsen 
Yuchongtian
Mellord Ivan Zarraga
Brian Zeppa
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These sportsmen’s groups have created a number 
of extremely successful fundraising events, par-
ticularly raffles that attract potential members and 
bring significant dollar amounts to the fraternity.

Moslem Shriners in Southfield, Michigan, was 
among the first to host large raffles. This year 
marks their sixth annual winter and 16th annual 
summer sportsmen’s raffles. Noble Mike Zelmanski 
has been organizing and running these events for 
Moslem Shriners for 11 years, successfully increas-
ing the number and quality of raffle prizes. He has 
also started working to reach larger audiences, 
marketing to a younger age group and to women. 

The efforts are clearly working: “For our first 
winter raffle, we rented 80,000 square feet in 
the convention center. Expecting 1,500 to 2,000 
people, we prepared for 2,500. Attendance was 
3,800,” said Zelmanski. Now the temple rents 
140,000 square feet of space to accommodate 
the typical attendance of 7,000 gun enthusiasts.

SPORTSMEN'S RAFFLES ARE 
POPULAR AND PROFITABLE 
FOR TEMPLES

The main raffle includes 110 fire-
arm prizes, and 10 $500 prizes, with 
50/50 payouts averaging $21,000. 
The sportsman’s raffles provide more 
than $225,000 in revenue annually to 
Moslem Shriners.

 Additional activities at the event 
include side raffles to benefit other 
temple clubs and units, as well as a 
table promoting the temple circus. 
To better accommodate and include 
families, childcare is available.

These events can also impact mem-
bership efforts, since organizers make 
sure to include membership tables for 
both the Shriners fraternity and the 
local Masonic lodge. “Since 90 to 95 
percent of participants are not Shriners, 
this is a perfect place to promote our 
organizations,” said Zelmanski.

Many temples have 
sportsmen’s groups that offer 

members the fun and fellowship of hunting, 
fishing or shooting sports. Whether nobles want to enjoy 

outdoor activities with fellow Shriners or participate in firearm 
competitions, sportsmen’s groups provide an avenue for nobles 
to pursue these interests together.

"Heads or Tails" participatory raffle. 

FEB. 1, 2020  
RAFFLE RESULTS

7,000
more than

ATTENDANCE 

107 
half barrels

BEER SALES

$69,680
134 decks 

PLAYING CARD RAFFLES

284
TOTAL FIREARMS WON

8,000
 (sold out)

FOOD SERVINGS

$23,635
50/50 PAYOUT
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Meaningful, Commemorative Prizes
At this year’s winter event, on Feb. 1, Henry Golden Boy 
Shriner and Masonic Rifles were part of the raffles. Andy 
Wickstrom, vice president and general manager of Henry 
Repeating Arms Inc., the manufacturer of these commemo-
rative rifles, attended the event and was impressed by its 
energy, enthusiasm and scope.

The Henry Golden Boy Shriners Tribute Edition Rifle 
includes several Shriners-specific engravings and artwork. 
The American Walnut stock is laser-etched and hand-painted 
with a red fez and black tassel, along with a gold-painted 
banner scroll with the words "Shriners International." The 
right side of the nickel-plated receiver cover features an 
engraved Shriner shield in 24K gold plating and a banner 
scroll with the words "Fun, Fellowship and Philanthropy." The 
left side of the receiver cover has our fraternal emblem, the 
horizontal scimitar with the hanging crescent moon and star, 
also plated in 24K gold. American leafy-vine scroll engravings 
surround the images on both sides of the receiver cover.

These quality collector firearms are often featured in 
sportsmen’s raffles hosted by Shriners and also have been 
presented to nobles in recognition of outstanding efforts 
or achievements for their temples. 

Expanding to More Temples
Yaarab Shriners in Atlanta, Georgia, has also been 
very successful and creative in operating their 
sportsmen’s raffle event, which grossed more than 
$600,000 last year and includes more than $100,000 
in prizes. This year, prizes will include a GMC truck, 
said Noble Danny Huggins, who organizes the 
events. He has worked closely with Zelmanski; the 
two communicate every year. Huggins describes 
Zelmanski as a “great Mason and a great Shriner 
who is more than willing to help anyone who asks.” 

Many other temples are creating and expanding 
different types of sportsmen’s events as a way of 
creating excitement and revenue. 

“The raffles provide a window to new members, 
raises funds for our temple, and provides a tremen-
dous product for potential members to be part of, 
and, hopefully, creates a desire to learn more about 
the Shriners organization, and share our fellowship 
and fraternity,” said Zelmanski. “How else could you 
have 7,000 ‘touches’ with potential members and 
earn a six-figure return while doing so?”

Zelmanski is eager to help temples who would 
like to know more about these events. His fee? It’s 
huge — share a beer with him, in person.

*These events comply with all applicable laws related to the transfer or sale of firearms and with laws related to the 
conduct of a raffle. The firearm transactions and background checks are conducted through a licensed dealer.

“For our first winter raffle, we rented 80,000 square 
feet in the convention center. Expecting 1,500 to 2,000 
people, we prepared for 2,500. Attendance was 3,800.”

Andy Wickstrom, General Manager, Henry Repeating 
Arms, pointing out features of the Shriners Tribute Rifle.
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Fraternal Pride

The leadership of Shriners International is 
mindful that June 6 is also honored as D-Day, 
the day in 1944 when Allied forces landed on 
the beach in Normandy to begin the invasion 
of northern France. While Shriners Interna-
tional certainly honors the valor and courage 
of everyone who served on D-Day, many 
historic events happen on a single day; and 
June 6 also holds a separate, special meaning 
for our fraternity.

A Time to Honor and  
Celebrate Our Rich Heritage
On June 6, Shriners International asks all 
nobles to publicly display their pride in their 
fraternity by wearing a fez (when appropri-
ate), hat, shirt, lapel pin, or other item with 
the Shriners International logo. In addition 
to wearing Shriner apparel, Shriners Inter-
national also encourages all temples and 
Shrine clubs to organize special events at 
their temples and in their communities to 
honor our fraternity’s incredible history and 
achievements, and invite others to partici-
pate, as well.

Along with increasing awareness, these 
events will also support membership efforts, 
because the more information we share 
with our communities about Shriners Inter-
national, the more potential we build for 
membership growth. 

Participating in this international day 
of recognition will motivate potential 
members to learn more about us, and 
also inspire our current members to 
become more involved.

Shriners International Awareness Day 
is the perfect opportunity to showcase 
our pride; share information about our 
fraternity and the benefits of becoming 
part of an organization dedicated to fun, 
fellowship and philanthropy; and high-
light the different ways our organizations 
impact the world around us.

On this day, we ask you to honor our 
history by sharing both our heritage and 
your own unique story of being a Shriner, 
as well as our philanthropy’s mission to 
improve the lives of children and make 
the world a better place.

On Shriners International Awareness 
Day, we hope you will also take the time 
to reflect on what the fraternity means 
to you personally and why you became a 
member. We are all a part of the greatest 
organization in the world — we should 
be proud to share our enthusiasm for the 
fraternity with the world around us, and 
Shriners International Awareness Day is 
a great opportunity to do so.

We hope that every Shriner and every 
temple will participate in this special 
opportunity to honor our fraternity.

On June 6, 1876, the Imperial Council, the 
original governing body of the Shriners 
fraternity, was founded. To honor this 
milestone in our history, Shriners 
International has declared June 6 as 
Shriners International Awareness Day. 
On this day, nobles everywhere are 
encouraged to celebrate their great 
fraternity and raise awareness of its 
impact in their communities.

Here are a few ways both 
nobles and temples can  
get involved:

� WEAR YOUR FEZ on Shriners 
International Awareness Day when 
appropriate (during an  
official Shriners function).

� SHOW YOUR PRIDE in Shriners 
International by wearing a hat, 
shirt, lapel pin, or other item 
with the fraternal logo. Your 
family members can also wear 
appropriate clothing items that 
promote the fraternity.

�	ORGANIZE AN EVENT at your 
temple or in your community. 
Inviting the public to participate 
will increase awareness and 
interest in both your local temple 
and Shriners International.

�	PROMOTE SHRINERS 
International Awareness Day on 
your temple website and social 
media pages. Announce the date 
at all club and unit meetings to 
ensure all nobles are informed.

�	POST INFORMATION about  
our organizations on your own 
social media pages on June 6.

�	DISTRIBUTE FRATERNAL 
LITERATURE and pocket 
petitions to potential prospects 
during community events.

�	HOLD AN OPEN HOUSE  
at your temple.

� CONTACT YOUR LOCAL 
MEDIA about your Shriners 
International Awareness  
Day events.

� HOST A MEDIA NIGHT.

�	ASK FAMILY MEMBERS  
to take fraternal literature  
to their place of employment,  
if permitted.

GET READY TO 
SHARE YOUR Get Involved



His father, Russell Maxwell, was the first temple administra-
tor, beginning in 1960. At one time or another, all the Maxwell 
boys — as well as a sister — were enlisted by their father to 
work at the temple as they grew up. Mark Maxwell and a 
younger brother would often accompany their dad to Ainad 
while he worked on the temple bulletin. “The recorder would 
give us a quarter,” he recalled, “and that was a lot of money 
at the time.” Today, like his father before him, Mark serves as 
Ainad’s administrator.

Lasting Impressions
Legacy memories don’t have to start with a father, or even 
a grandfather. Noble Chris Hall of Oasis Shriners recalled, “It 
was my Great Uncle Roy in his fez that I remember.” Hall, who 
was about 6 years old at the time, said, “He stood 6’2” or 6’3”. 
Looking up at him, with that fez on top of a very tall frame, left 
an impression that has remained with me ever since.”

Every family’s legacy story is different, as Noble Dan McDan-
iel of Syria Shriners pointed out. He shared a story of a formal 
introduction to the Masonic-Shriners fraternities. The elder 
McDaniel was very active with DeMolay, and encouraged his 
son to join. McDaniel is glad he followed his father’s advice. 
“Being in DeMolay gave me insights as to what the character 
of an individual should be as a teen and how one should grow 
up,” McDaniel said.

Dan is proud to have two sons, Derek and Brady, who 
became life members of Shriners International in 2014, and are 
members of Medinah Shriners in Chicago, Illinois. We expect 
that most — if not all — Shriners experience that same sense 
of pride when family members join the fraternity, knowing 
that cherished principles and associations will be continued.

FOR SOME CHILDREN, AWARENESS OF SHRINERS starts 
early as they see their father or grandfather donning a fez or head-
ing off to a temple meeting. Such memories are often the seeds that 
can begin a Shriners legacy. By sharing and celebrating the family 
ties that exist in many temples, the overall sense of brotherhood 
is reinforced, even as Shriners are reminded that men in their own 
families must not be overlooked as potential members.

Since 2013, Antioch Shriners in Dayton, Ohio, has been com-
memorating temple legacies with a 4 x 8-foot banner. The idea 
came from a picture of Antioch member and Past Imperial Poten-
tate Charles “Tad” Claypool in which his father’s image had been 
superimposed in the background. Illustrious Sir John Bull Jr., who 
was the Potentate of Antioch in 2013 wanted to do something 
similar, using a picture of his deceased father. John Bull Sr. had 
served as Antioch Potentate 40 years earlier. The concept became 
the Antioch Legacy Project. In some pictures, family members are 
photographed together; in others, deceased family members are 
Photoshopped into the background. The legacy photos then are 
printed on the large wall banner. Every year, the display is updated 
with new pictures.

Early Family Involvement
The picture that Bull contributed also includes his son, who is a 
director of one of Antioch Shriners’ units. Reflecting on growing 
up in a Shriners household, Bull said “I was 12 years old when my 
father was Potentate and those four or five years when he was in 
the Divan leading up to that are some of the best memories I’ve 
got — going around to the different units and clubs, parades, and 
all those kinds of things.”

Legacy memories are common throughout the fraternity. Take 
for example, Mark Maxwell, who along with his four brothers, are 
all members of Ainad Shriners in East St. Louis, Illinois. 

MEMORIES THAT LIVE ON The Many Faces  
of Shriners Legacies
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Enter the Imagineers
The fastest-growing unit within Zor, the Imagineers are nobles 
who love to be creative, improve communications and use 
technology to solve problems. They put their heads together — 
remotely — and came up with a plan. They deployed technology 
to create five tiled stations throughout the state (in addition 
to the temple) so that nobles could participate in the meeting 
and vote without driving long distances.

The satellite stations were a success, said Imagineers founder 
Steve Livernash. Although not every noble took advantage of 
the opportunity, “the ones who came were very appreciative 
that they could,” he said. “Through technology, we were able 
to reach everyone who wanted to attend.”

Imagine that.

Imagine That! 
The catchphrase has become a guiding philosophy for the unit. 
The Imagineers are a sort of information technology team, 
cheerfully leading less experienced nobles into a future that is 
more and more digital. They pride themselves on the wow factor.

A recent innovation Imagineers brought to Zor is an app 
called Zappar, which makes codes that nobles can zap with 
their phone’s camera. They used it at a recent ceremonial, 
where attendees all received a hotel key card customized with 
the Zor brand and a Zappar code. Zapping the code brought 
users a video welcoming message from the Potentate, as well 
as all the details of the event.

Afterward, Imagineers noticed participants were saving the 
key cards as a souvenir. Livernash said analytics showed an 
extremely high zap-through rate on the cards, proof of the 
concept’s success.

“It worked great,” Livernash said. “No one was asking 
questions about the event, because everything was right 
there on their phones.”

Members can download the app on their phones, but for 
those who are less comfortable doing that, the Imagineers 
will set up Zappar and other apps for them. It’s part of their 
“one-touch” goal — making communications and technology 
accessible for all nobles and their families. The Imagineers 
are a unit that has found a way to make membership in the 
fraternity fun, relevant, personal and easy.

Livernash said the Imagineers unit fills a need within the 
fraternity. “We know a lot of nobles were less interested in 
participating in some of the more traditional Shrine activities,” 
he said. “But a lot of new nobles, they want to be tested. So 
we started this unit that skews a little younger, guys who are 
in the groove with electronics.

“Our motto, Be Creative, Be You, really means you can be any 
way you want to be by being an Imagineer,” Livernash said.

Every other week, members log in using a meeting app 
called Zoom. The tool is a huge benefit for nobles who have 
family obligations and live far from one another. Without 
technology, many may not be able to participate. Sometimes 
wives and other family members even join them on the call— 
the Imagineers want to appeal to everyone.

“It’s a very carefree atmosphere,” Livernash said. “We love 
to talk about, ‘What does Zor need next?’”

Imagine that!

For Zor Shriners’ Technology Unit, Inspiration and Passion are the Passwords

Zor Shriners had a decision to make. An important issue with a big 

price tag needed nobles’ input and approval. But Zor serves a huge 

area. How would they manage hearing from nobles across an area 

covering about two-thirds of the state of Wisconsin?

“No one was asking questions about the event,  
because everything was right there on their phones.”



“Through technology, we were able to 
reach everyone who wanted to attend.”
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It all started about three years ago. Zor Shriners Poten-
tate Chuck Miller wanted to spend his year improving 
communication. The barriers were many: The temple 
had no public relations person or office assistant. Its 
magazine, the Zephyr, needed to be re-invigorated. Units 
and clubs did not have much of a social media footprint. 
Member recruitment needed boosting. And the wide area 
served by Zor made it difficult for members to connect. 
Miller tapped new Divan member Livernash, who has a 
background in communications, for the project. Livernash 
started with an audit. What was working, what wasn’t? 
What he found: A big challenge lay ahead.

“Nobody is taking advantage of the modern technol-
ogy,” Livernash said, looking back. “Everybody is scared 
of it — it’s the unknown.”

So he did something unexpected, taking a year off from 
the Divan to become PR director (now called marketing 
and communications director). Revamping the Zephyr 
would be the first step, Livernash knew. But even he 
couldn’t imagine where it would all lead.

Working at first on his own and then identifying talent 
and recruiting help from within the temple, Livernash dug 
in. Gradually a group of Zor nobles with expertise and 
ideas coalesced, and the Imagineers unit was created. The 
name comes from the words imagination and engineering, 
with both parts being equally important.

Some ways the Imagineers are  
helping Zor communications:

� FACEBOOK: Of 45 clubs and units, only four had 
a social media presence. With the Imagineers’ 
help, now nearly 40 groups are on Facebook 
serving their communities, Livernash said. Some 
groups actively manage their pages, and the 
Imagineers help others. Their social media content 
includes ideas for fun events, sharing Shriners 
Hospitals for Children posts and fraternity posts, 
JUST ONE encouragement, memes that their 
members can relate to as well as group and club 
news and photos. In addition, the Imagineers use 
social media to connect with members of other 
temples, to share ideas and inspiration.

�	ZEPHYR: The social media activity helps generate 
meaningful content for the monthly magazine. 
Reaching clubs and units across the state helps 
make Zor news more community-driven. They 
post each new Zephyr on all the clubs’ and 
units’ Facebook pages, which helps keep pages 
active and offers another way for members to 
participate. Proof of their success: The second 
issue Livernash and team worked on received a 
Dromedary Award.

Divan and committee meetings presented more oppor-
tunities for Imagineers to make life easier for nobles:

�ZOOM: With the large area served by Zor, meeting 
attendance can be difficult, so the Imagineers 
set up Zoom. “Some nobles live five hours from 
the temple,” Livernash said. “Why should they 
drive 10 hours for a one- to two-hour meeting? It 
doesn’t make sense.”

�	SLACK: With leaders only seeing one another 
a dozen times a year, meetings would run very 
long as people gathered the information they 
needed in order to conduct the business at 
hand. Imagineer and new Divan member Ryan 
Dunham commented, “Why aren’t they using 
Slack?” A messaging and file-sharing tool, Slack 
is used by many businesses and organizations 
and helps promote action, since people are able 
to communicate on a daily basis. Now precious 
meeting time is more productive.

The Imagineers are proud to be bringing technology to 
their temple and always have one eye on the future. 
Among their current projects is the creation of holo-
graphic images to be used in future temple events.

“It’s the wow factor,” Livernash said. “We’re doing 
cutting-edge stuff, and other temples are calling, asking 
how they can tap into the concept. We’re all about 
inspiration and passion. Be creative, be you!”

Imagine that!
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A Man Who Lost 
His Hand Becomes a 
Mason, a Shriner and 
a Dedicated Volunteer

SUDDEN ACCIDENT SETS 
LIFE ON A NEW COURSE

Eight years have passed since the 51-year-old lost his right 
hand while cleaning a lift station at a South Florida sewage 
treatment plant. The accident, along with a near-death 
experience while in the hospital, changed how he performs 
tasks and altered how he relates to the world. It inspired 
him to become a Shriner and a volunteer driver for Shriners 
Healthcare for Children — Florida.

“A teenager asked me why I do 
this,” Rooplal said after recently 
completing his fifth trip trans-
porting patients from the 
Miami-Dade County area to 
the Tampa facility. “I told him 
I wanted to give back.”

A Life-Changing Day
Rooplal remembers in vivid detail the day in late January 
2012 that his life changed forever. The skies were sunny. 
He and his co-worker laughed and joked. They talked 
about his co-worker’s interest in running. They had just 
finished their first assignment of the day and had moved 
on to the lift station.

Rocks were lodged inside a well, and Rooplal was 
working on removing them with pliers. When the tool 
failed, he reached inside with his right hand to clear the 
blockage. Without warning, a rotor used to move water 
began to move. He jerked his arm out. Seconds later, he 
saw his glove on the ground.

He yelled to his colleague, who began to scream. In 
spite of the searing pain, Rooplal managed to calmly direct 
him to shut down the system and call 911. A passing 
sheriff’s deputy stopped to help. Rooplal was airlifted 
to the hospital. Doctors performed surgery. While in 
the hospital, he coded. Doctors brought him back. Then 
the medicine they gave him caused his kidneys to fail.

The recovery was long, and Rooplal, who lost his domi-
nant hand, had to re-learn how to perform basic tasks. 
“The hardest one was shaving,” he said. “You have to do 
it from a different angle.”

He also re-learned to drive, write and take a shower.  
To tie his shoes, he used his teeth to hold the laces.  
He eventually got a prosthetic arm and hand.

 
A Unique Perspective
During his recovery, Rooplal got to know a neighbor 
who was a Mason. Rooplal began studying to become 
a Mason, too.

“While I visited the (Masonic) lodge, I heard about 
Shriners Hospitals for Children and all the good work 
they do for the kids,” he said.

Now a member of Mahi Shriners, he’s joined the ranks 
of nobles who work tirelessly as volunteer drivers, getting 
up at 3 a.m. to transport children to and from Shriners 
Healthcare for Children — Florida. Rooplal’s own experi-
ences help amplify his compassion for patients and their 
families. Rooplal knew he was making a difference during 
his first trip. “I remember seeing their need for help, 
along with their sense of happiness after their visit to 
the Shriners health care location in Tampa,” Rooplal said.

Rooplal still has his prosthetic arm, using it mainly to do 
yardwork. Childless before the accident, the experience 
made him want to be a father. Today, he and his wife have 
a son and a daughter. “I’m building them a tree house,” 
he said with a smile.

Seeraj Rooplal knows how it feels to have strangers 
ask what happened to his hand. He knows what 
it’s like to re-learn how to shower and shave. To tie 
his shoes. To write his name. “At first I wanted to 
hide,” he said. “But I learned to adapt.”{



For Ladies Only
A Special Message from Our First Lady

Please visit lovetotherescue.org/first–lady–program.
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I hope that each of you had a wonderful holiday season, and 
were able to spend time with friends and family. Our entire 
family had a once-in-a-lifetime experience that I would like to 
share with you. We were in Pasadena, California, for the annual 
Rose Parade, which features a float representing Shriners 
Hospitals for Children. Seeing my daughters, sons-in-law, grand-
daughter and other family members help decorate the float 
— gluing those flowers on, one at a time — gives one a whole 
new appreciation of the many voluntary man-hours that go 
into these beautiful floats every year. We were very  pleased to 
have Madelyn and Cristian, our National Patient 
Ambassadors, Monserrath and Gianna, Patient 
Ambassadors from our Pasadena health care 
facility, and Imperial Chaplain Bobby Simmons 
and his Lady Nancy with us and participating in 
the Rose Parade events. 

Words cannot express how thankful Jeff and I are to all the 
volunteers who gave of their time and talent to share in creat-
ing this beautiful masterpiece. We were honored to ride on 
the float, and have this wonderful and unique opportunity to 
represent our Shriners, their Ladies and the many children we 
are so proud to take care of. It was very humbling as we went 
along the parade route, and heard people shouting out “Thank 
you for taking care of our child,” and bowing with appreciation. 
You do make a difference every day in the lives of children 
around the world — thank you from the bottom of my heart!

I want to thank each of you for your continued support on 
behalf of my program, Heroes Among Us. We are truly pleased 
to support our amazing Patient Ambassadors, who continue 
to share their inspiring stories and the message of hope that 
is Shriners Hospitals for Children.

Our new program this year, Women & Philanthropy, 
Shriners Hospitals for Children, is going very well. Please 
continue to share information about Shriners Hospitals 
for Children with the women in your communities and 
invite them to join our community of mission-driven 
women who are making a difference for our Patient 
Ambassadors. We need to expand our message to 
include reaching women who, although they are not 
connected with the Shriners fraternity, care deeply 
about improving the lives of children. 

Ladies, let’s adopt Imperial Sir Jeff’s ask of each of the 
nobles — to get JUST ONE addition to membership — to 
this effort, and each of us commit to asking JUST ONE 
woman we know to join Women & Philanthropy for 
Shriners Hospitals for Children. 

One by one, we can educate those we know and those 
we meet about the incredible work of Shriners Hospitals 
for Children. We, as women, have an increasing ability 
throughout our society to effect change through our 
own leadership and philanthropic initiatives.

Thank you so very much for all that you do for Shri-
ners International, Shriners Hospitals for Children, our 
Patient Ambassadors, and for allowing me to share this 
journey with you.

Sincerely,

Cheryl E. Sowder
First Lady of Shriners International

DEAR LADIES OF OUR AMAZING SHRINERS, even though it 
is now March, I still want to take this opportunity to congratulate and 
encourage all the Ladies who have new leadership responsibilities 
at their local temples, and wish them great success this year! Thank 
you for your willingness to serve. It is appreciated!



P.O. Box 31356
Tampa, FL 33631–3356
813–281–0300

Change Service Requested

Imperial Sir Jeff 
Sowder and First 

Lady Cheryl Sowder 
invite you to join them 

at Imperial Session 2020. 
“Come enjoy some great 

Midwestern hospitality that 
includes barbecue and MANY great 

places to visit,” the Imperial Potentate said.
The fraternity’s biggest event of the year will be in Kansas 

City, Missouri, in July. It is approaching fast, so if you haven’t 
already, make your plans to join your fellow nobles and their 
ladies and families.

The Sowders love Kansas City. There is so much to do in this 
amazing city. For shopping, dining and entertainment, they rec-
ommend the Power and Light District, Crown Center and Union 
Station. For something different, Imperial Sir Sowder likes to 
point guests toward the National WWI Museum and Memorial.

Celebrate Fun, Fellowship and 
Philanthropy in Kansas City

To learn more about Imperial Session 
2020, visit imperial2020.com.

Fun for the Family
BARNEY ALLIS PLAZA is a park-like area 
located between the host hotels and the 
convention center. Special events will be 
happening here every day.

The best view of the JULY 4TH FIREWORKS 
display in downtown Kansas City will be from 
Barney Allis Plaza. 

CIGAR SMOKEOUT is planned for Sunday, 
July 5, at Barney Allis Plaza. See the website, 
imperial2020.com, for details.

Nationally renowned artist Gavin Goode will 
be finishing A MASTERPIECE - a one-of-a-
kind piece of hand-painted artwork throughout 
Imperial Session. This unique artwork will be 
auctioned off on Wednesday night at the  
Imperial Representatives' Evening.


