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Serving as Imperial Poten-
tate is an honor, a privilege 
and a responsibility; I want to 
thank you again for entrust-
ing me with this opportunity 
to lead and guide. Each day, I 
will do the very best I can to 
strengthen and enhance Shri-
ners International and Shriners 
Hospitals for Children®.

As we move into this new 
Imperial Year, we continue to 
face the challenges of member-
ship development and patient 
recruitment. These are critically 
important, long-term issues that 

can only be solved with ongo-
ing, consistent effort, and with 
the commitment of every noble, 
staff member and volunteer to 
work together, unified by the 
importance of the missions of 
our two great organizations.

This year, we will continue to 
emphasize raising awareness 
of the fraternity and increas-
ing membership. Every effort 
to strengthen the fraternity will, 
in turn, strengthen the philan-
thropy. We will also stress the 
importance of our nobles being 
actively involved in our health 

care system. It is imperative 
that we work to stay aware of 
the constant changes in health 
care, in order to adapt to those 
changes appropriately and in 
a timely manner. We need to 
be flexible and nimble – and 
ready for what the future will 
bring our way.

Thank you for your continued 
support and for everything you 
do for our two great organi-
zations. I look forward to our 
working together, and accom-
plishing great things.

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR  
PUBLIC RELATIONS CHAIRMAN

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR  
IMPERIAL POTENTATE

I’m honored to be the new 
Public Relations Committee 
Chairman, and I have to say 
it’s a very exciting time to be 
working in this particular area. 
Several progressive pieces of 
legislation were passed during 
the recent Imperial Session 
that will give us new opportuni-
ties and increased flexibility in 
raising both funds and aware-
ness, as well as the ability to 
reduce expenses.

Examples of these changes 
include eliminating the office 
of Deputy Imperial Poten-
tate; allowing advertising in 
this publication; permitting 
the fraternity to seek dona-
tions; establishing a fundraising 

program using the informa-
tion in the member database; 
implementing an Imperial 
Potentate fundraising pro-
gram similar to the First Lady’s 
program, but based on col-
lectibles or memorabilia; and 
capping the mileage reim-
bursement rate at 30 cents.

Most of these items will 
require significant planning 
and discussion before they 
can be implemented. 

However, once the processes 
and guidelines are in place, these 
new options will help us make 
significant progress in building 

a stronger, more stable finan-
cial foundation for Shriners 
International, and allow new 
opportunities for participation 
by our nobles and their families.

I want to thank everyone – 
from planners to participants 
– for making the 2016 Imperial 
Session one of our best ever. I 
also want to especially thank 
the voting representatives for 
their vision, commitment and 
dedication to making impor-
tant, informed choices. Your 
decisions will make an integral 
difference in moving our frater-
nity and philanthropy forward.

Yours in the faith,

Yours in the faith,

Gary J. Bergenske
Imperial Chief Rabban, 
Public Relations 
Committee Chairman

Chris L. Smith
Imperial Potentate

DEAR FELLOW NOBLES,

DEAR FELLOW NOBLES,
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Imperial Sir Jerry Gantt welcomes Shriners and 
their families to the 2016 Imperial Session of 
Shriners International.

THE 142ND 
IMPERIAL SESSION 
Our Biggest and Most Important Event of 
the Fraternal Year Is Now in the Books

THE 2016 IMPERIAL SESSION of Shriners 
International took place in Tampa, Florida, 
Sunday, July 3, through Thursday, July 7, 2016. 
This special edition of Shriner Magazine: 
Pride and Tradition will cover the main events, 
announcements and activities of the fraternity’s 
142nd Imperial Session – enjoy. 

Noble Greg Durr, the Grand Master of 
Alabama, receives his fez during the 
Imperial Session Public Opening.

New nobles prepare to receive their fezzes 
during the Imperial Session Public Opening.

The annual event was a great suc-
cess, filled with both important business 
discussions and decisions, and loads of 
Shriner-style fun. Imperial Session is cer-
tainly the largest event of the fraternal 
year, and to those of you who joined us in 
Tampa, thank you for helping make it such 
a wonderful experience.

 Over the course of five days, new friend-
ships and memories were established, 
decisions impacting both our organizations 
were made,  the Shriners International 
brotherhood was strengthened and new 
nobles were created. We hope everyone 
returned home re-energized, inspired, and 

proud to be a part of both our fraternity 
and philanthropy. If you were not able to 
attend this year’s event, we encourage you 
to join us in Daytona Beach, Florida, for 
the 2017 Imperial Session next July – we 
promise it will be a rewarding, unforget-
table experience.

During the 2016 Imperial Session, 13 
new nobles were created. Nine were from 
Egypt Shriners, and Azan, Bahia, Wahabi 
and Zamora Shriners each had one cre-
ation. Three additional nobles who had 
previously been obligated, but not yet 
fezzed, were honored to receive their 
fezzes during Imperial Session, as well.

 The fezzing ceremony, held onstage 
during the Public Opening, was a beauti-
ful and powerful experience to witness.

 “Probably the most impressive part was 
the emotional statements made at the 
Public Opening by Noble Greg Durr, the 
Grand Master of Alabama, who was created 
a noble that day,” said R.J. “Jody” Meguiar, 
membership communication coordinator 
at Shriners International Headquarters. 
“He spoke on behalf of ‘the class’, and was 
moved to tears speaking of his own legacy 
– his father who was a noble and passed 
away before he petitioned.”

7
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Shriners International Amendments Passed: 
Article 5 – Mileage and Per Diem
205.5 The travel allowance per mile for a Representative shall be the IRS business 
standard mileage rate in effect at the time the expense is incurred, not to exceed 
30 cents per mile.

Article 6 – Officers
206.1 The office of Deputy Imperial Potentate was eliminated.

Article 23 – Temple Membership
323.5 Ararat Shriners and Midian Shriners were added to the list of temples that 
may elect members based on a written ballot requiring a majority vote.

Article 27 – Duties of Temple Officers
327.3 Temple Recorders will no longer be required to furnish facsimile signatures 
to the Imperial Recorder.

Article 35 – Prohibited Practices
335.6 Shriners International may advertise in Shriner magazine products or services 
offered for sale by Shriners International or to sell advertising in Shriner magazine 
to commercial enterprises. Shriners International will be permitted to furnish a list 
of temple members to a third party for the purposes of publication, distribution and 
sale of a Noble directory; to solicit gifts, contributions and bequests to Shriners 
International; and to sell products or services through Shriners International. Shriners 
International will also be permitted to use the lists of members furnished by the 
temples to establish an Imperial Potentate project offering for sale commemorative 
or other items to benefit Shriners International.

Article 36 – Temple Units
336.2 In civic parades, Shrine musical groups will be allowed to invite non-Shriners 
to participate as long as there is a significant and substantial distinction in the dress 
of the non-Shriners.

Article 53 – District of Columbia
453.1 The jurisdiction of Austria, Great Britain and Norway was transferred from 
Aahmes Shriners to Almas Shriners.

Article 54 – Florida and Article 98 – Mexico and Honduras
454.1; 498.1 Egypt Shriners now has exclusive jurisdiction in the Republic of 
Guatemala.

Article 79 – North Dakota
479.2 Aad Shriners and Kem Shriners now have concurrent jurisdiction 
in Beltrami county in the state of Minnesota.

Article 102 – Brazil
4102.1 Hikmat Shriners now has exclusive jurisdiction in the states of Mato Grosso, 
Mato Grosso do Sul, Rio Grande do Sul, Paraiba, Rio Grande do Norte and Rondônia 
in the country of Brazil. 

LEGISLATION AND OTHER 
DECISIONS MADE AT 
IMPERIAL SESSION

Resolutions Passed:
 � Saladin Shriners was permitted to 
relocate their temple.

 � Marzuq Shriners was permitted to 
join the Florida Shrine Association.

 � Alee, Kerbela and Alcazar Shriners 
were permitted to withdraw from the 
Southeastern Shrine Association. 

An additional Resolution was passed con-
cerning the consideration of including in 
General Order # 1 revised guidelines permit-
ting the participation of non-Shriners in civic 
parades. The parade regulations are currently 
being evaluated by the Imperial Potentate.

Shriners Hospitals for Children 
Amendments Passed:
With the elimination of the Deputy Imperial 
Potentate position from the Imperial Divan of 
Shriners International, the following attendant 
changes were made.

Article 6 – Board of Directors
506.1 The number of members on the board 
of directors was reduced from 15 to 14.

Article 7 – Officers and Article 8 – Board 
of Trustees 
507.2; 508.2 The Imperial Chief Rabban 
assumes the offices and responsibilities 
formerly assigned to the Deputy Imperial 
Potentate; and the Imperial Assistant Rabban 
assumes the offices and responsibilities for-
merly assigned to the Imperial Chief Rabban.

Resolutions Passed:
The “Oversight Committee” will continue, 
with the Chairman of the Board of Directors 
of Shriners Hospitals for Children appointing 
the chairman and four additional members 
for the succeeding year.

During Imperial Session, potential changes to the rules and 
bylaws, as well as other official requests and resolutions, that 
guide and govern both Shriners International and Shriners 
Hospitals for Children are discussed and voted on. Here is a 
summary of amendments and resolutions passed.
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 A Look at Some of the Highlights of Imperial Session 2016

IMPERIAL SESSION IS A 
VERY SPECIAL TIME for 
our Shriners. It is a chance 
to celebrate what makes our 
fraternity so special, and showcase 
our pride in our two great 
organizations. Throughout the 
five-day event, it was impossible 
to miss the infectious energy of 
Shriners and their families as they 
came together to participate 
in the fun, fellowship and 
philanthropy that is part 
of belonging to Shriners 
International. 

SUNDAY, JULY 3
Shriners from all over 
the World Gather for 

a Common Cause
The first day of Imperial Session, Sunday, July 
3, was a day full of excitement. Red fezzes had 
taken over the streets of Downtown Tampa 
and the Tampa Convention Center, and it was 
clear something important was underway.

At 9 a.m., the Marketplace inside the air-
conditioned convention center was already 
bustling; people were ready to shop and 
mingle. In Shriners Village, set up toward the 
back of the giant hall, prizes were being given 
to those testing their luck at the classic Skee-
Ball and Plinko game stations, and volunteers 
were passing out Shriners Hospitals for Chil-
dren literature and collecting pins.  

The presence of fezzes throughout the 
Marketplace clearly indicated that Shriners 
had arrived, including nobles from Abou Saad 
Shriners in Panama, Mabuhay Shriners in the 
Philippines and Emirat Shriners in Germany.

The Public Opening
At 3 p.m., following both the church 
service and the ceremonial, the first 
major event to kick-off the convention 
was the Public Opening, led by the 
Director General of the 2016 Imperial 
Session, Illustrious Sir John Massey. It 
began with a beautiful opening prayer, 
and remarks by Imperial Potentate Jerry 
Gantt who spoke emotionally on the loss 
of Imperial Sir Wayne Lachut, noting 
that “our lives were forever changed by 
his passing.” A touching video montage 
honoring Lachut’s lifetime of fellowship 
and philanthropy was shown.

Tampa Shriners Hospital patient Jes-
sica Vickers then took the stage to sing 
the national anthem, and the 142nd 
Imperial Session of Shriners International 
had officially begun.

The Public Opening was full of many 
exciting and moving presentations, 
including an impressive display of record-
setting, generous donations to Shriners 
Hospitals for Children.

Paying it Forward
One of the most notable check presenta-
tions was from Jeff Jackson, Past Potentate 
of Tangier Shriners, and his wife, Heidi, who 
presented an incredible $1 million gift to Shri-
ners Hospitals for Children.

Jackson served as Potentate in 2009, 
and his slogan was “Pay it Forward.” He is 
a member of the Corvette Club, and after 
participating in the clown unit for 31 years, 
has been named an honorary clown of his 
temple. He is also a trustee for the Quet-
zalcoatl for Kids Foundation, which helps 
raise funds for the transportation and housing 
needs of our patients. Additionally, he is part 
of a Shriner legacy family – both Jackson’s 
father and grandfather were also members 
of the fraternity.

“Shriners International is my extended 
family,” said Jackson. “I’m a part of an organi-
zation I truly believe in – I wouldn’t have done 
what I did if it weren’t for that. This donation 
was something my wife and I decided to do 
together, and we wanted to be able to enjoy 
it during our lifetime.”

Tradition, Fun and  Fellowship

Day 
1
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For a full recap of 
each day of Imperial 
Session 2016, watch 
the Man on the 

Street videos hosted 
by Jim Cunningham by visiting 
youtube.com/shrinerstv.

THURSDAY, JULY 7
The final day of Imperial Session consisted of more 

meetings, and final goodbyes.

MONDAY, JULY 4
July 4 kicked off on a fun note with the Shriner 

unit competitions and performances. The Chanters, 
Clowns, Motor Corps, Oriental Bands, and S.C.O.T.S. 

(bagpipes) took their own personal stages throughout the 
morning, showing off their talents.

July 4 also marked the beginning of the business portions 
of the Imperial Session, with elections and voting taking 
place throughout the majority of the day, and continuing 
on the rest of the week.

The traditional Shriner Parade, which took place through 
the streets of Historic Ybor City in Tampa at 6 p.m., was 
the last of the official July 4 events.

TUESDAY, JULY 5
The next morning included the Horse Patrol 

competition at the Florida State Fairgrounds, the 
membership S.M.A.R.T. meeting back at the convention 

center, the Ladies Luncheon, and more.
The Membership Hall of Fame luncheon was held; 

approximately 400 people attended. The event rec-
ognizes and honors those temples that had either a 
membership gain or membership improvement in the 
previous calendar year.

That evening was an eventful one, when more than 
1,500 participants took over the downtown Riverwalk 
for the 2016 Imperial Session Walk for LOVE™ and Bal-
lyhoo at 6:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 6
July 6 was also an action-packed day. The pageant 

for the incoming Imperial Potentate commenced at  
8:30 a.m., and included the introduction of the incoming 

First Lady’s Project.
At 1:30 p.m., the Donor Relations Report began, with the 

Public Relations Report following. During this time, the Award of 
Merit recipients were named, and the audience was introduced 
to our new 2016-2017 National Patient Ambassadors, and their 
video, Marking our Paths to Strength and Survival, was shown.  Staff 
members of Shriners International Headquarters and the Tampa 
Shriners Hospital were invited to this portion of Imperial Session, 
and they greatly enjoyed the experience.

The evening concluded with the Representatives Evening at  
8 p.m., with musical entertainment provided by the Memphis Mafia.

“Shriners International is my extended family...”

Tradition, Fun and  Fellowship
Day 

2

Day 
3

Day 
4

Day 
5
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SMITH WAS ELECTED IMPERIAL POTENTATE, part of the 
12-member body that helps govern the Shriners fraternity, during the 
Shriners’ 2016 Imperial Session – held in Tampa, Florida, July 3 - July 7. As 
Imperial Potentate, he is the highest-ranking Shriner in the world and serves 
as president of the Board of Directors of Shriners International, chairman 
of the Board of Directors of Shriners Hospitals for Children, and a member 
of the Board of Trustees of Shriners Hospitals for Children. 

Grateful for the Opportunity
“Ethel and I thank you for your amazing, heartfelt outpouring of support 
during Imperial Session. We thank you for being with us on the long journey 
to the offices of Imperial Potentate and First Lady of our great fraternity,” 
said Imperial Sir Smith. “And we thank you for entrusting us with this 
opportunity and responsibility to lead and guide; we promise to do the very 
best we can to strengthen and enhance Shriners International and Shriners 
Hospitals for Children.”

Working to Strengthen the Fraternity and the Philanthropy
As Imperial Potentate, Smith plans to emphasize continuing the long-range 
plans that are in place, strengthen the programs that promote membership 
in Shriners International and raise awareness of the fraternity, and put new 
efforts in place as needed.

 He will also stress the importance of fraternal involvement in Shriners 
Hospitals, and said, “We need the red fez in the hospitals. Our nobles can 
make a real difference to our health care system.” In terms of the health 
care system, Smith said it will be important to be prepared for the constant 
changes in the health care industry, and be ready and able to adapt quickly 
and appropriately to changes.

 “We’ve got to be ready, flexible and nimble,” Smith said. 

IMPERIAL SIR 
CHRIS SMITH 
ELECTED IMPERIAL 
POTENTATE

CHRIS L. SMITH of Olive Branch, Mississippi, is currently 
serving his 11th year as a member of the Boards of Directors 
for Shriners International and Shriners Hospitals for Children. 

He Will Lead Shriners International 
for the 2016-2017 Imperial Year

7 A History of Service and Commitment
Smith was raised a Master Mason at Whitehaven 
Masonic Lodge #599 at the age of 21. Smith is a 
member of the Memphis Scottish Rite and York Rite 
bodies of Mississippi. In 1978, Smith was made a 
32nd degree Scottish Rite Mason, and later a Knight 
Commander of the Court of Honour.

A native of Memphis, Tennessee, Smith originally 
was a member of Al Chymia Shriners in Memphis, 
but he later moved and became a member of Wahabi 
Shriners in Jackson, Mississippi, where he served as 
the temple’s Potentate in 2004. Smith is also an active 
member of the Olive Branch Shrine Club, where he 
served as president. He has also served as president 
of both the South Central Shrine Motor Corps Asso-
ciation and the Dixie Shrine Motor Corp Association.

Smith began his Masonic journey when he joined 
the Order of DeMolay at Whitehaven Lodge in 1969.

 At the national level, Smith served on and as 
chairman of the Buildings and Equipment, Salary and 
Personnel, Special Purpose and Fundraising and Public 
Relations Committees. He also served on the Mem-
bership Committee.

 Smith attended the State Technical Institue in Mem-
phis and Ferris State University. He is in the heating 
and air conditioning business, and is a member of the 
American Society of Heating Refrigerating Archi-
tects and Engineers and the Refrigeration Service 
Engineers Society. 

He and his wife, Ethel, have two children and four 
grandchildren, who also live in Olive Branch.
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GANTT WAS ELECTED PRESIDENT of Shriners Hospitals for Children 
and named Jr. Past Imperial Potentate during the Shriners’ 2016 Imperial Session, 
held in Tampa, Florida, July 3 - July 7. As president, he also serves as Chairman of 
the Board of Trustees. He served as Imperial Potentate in 2015 - 2016.

A History of Service
Gantt was raised a Master Mason at Cherryville Lodge #505 in 1971. He is a member 
of the York Rite, Grotto and was honored with the 33rd Degree of the Scottish 
Rite. Gantt became a member of Oasis Shriners in Charlotte, North Carolina, in 
1972, and joined Arabia Shriners in Houston in 1980, where he held numerous 
offices, including chairman of the Five-year Planning Committee. He served as the 
temple’s Potentate in 2002.

Gantt is a chairman emeritus of Shriners Hospitals for Children — Houston Board 
of Governors and has served at the Imperial level as Outer Guard Aide, Captain of 
the Guard Aide, Imperial Marshal Aide and member of the Imperial Dispensations 
and Charters Committee. During his years as a member of the Boards of Directors, 
he has served on a number of committees, including Budget, Building and Equip-
ment, Information Systems, Public Relations, Salary, Personnel and Retirement, 
Planning, Corporate Compliance, Education Seminars, Sports, Research, Medical 
Affairs, Strategic Planning, Investments and Budget. In addition, he has served as 
Liaison Officer to the Shriners Hospitals for Children in Philadelphia, Houston, Cin-
cinnati, Montreal, Tampa, Honolulu and Galveston. In addition to his service in the 
Shriners fraternity, Gantt is an honorary member of the DeMolay Legion of Honor.

Dedicated to Family
Gantt comes from a close-knit family – the kind that makes time to eat breakfast 
and dinner together every day. So it’s no surprise that Jerry is committed to home 
and family. For example, although Imperial Sir Gantt and Lady Lisa live 1,000 miles 
away in Houston, they routinely return to North Carolina to spend time with family, 
especially their great-nieces and great-nephews.

NEW LEADERSHIP 
FOR HEALTH CARE 
SYSTEM

Imperial Sir Jerry Gantt Elected President 
of Shriners Hospitals for Children

JERRY G. GANTT of Houston, Texas, is currently serving 
his 12th year as a member of the Boards of Directors for 
Shriners International and Shriners Hospitals for Children. 

A Bit of Background
Born in Gastonia, North Carolina, Gantt attended 
Wingate College in Wingate, North Carolina. He 
then joined the United States Marine Corps., 
where he served as an air traffic controller. After 
his military service, Gantt he chose to return 
to the family’s construction business and work 
alongside his uncles, cousins and father, rather 
than become a civilian air traffic controller. Since 
1980, he has been the president of Piedmont 
Construction, a commercial general contracting 
firm in Houston.

In his community, Gantt and his wife, Lisa, 
enjoy NASCAR and the Houston Livestock Show 
and Rodeo, where they are life-members and 
Gantt is an active committee member.

Gantt believes his efforts on behalf of the 
fraternity and philanthropy are part of a much 
larger picture. “Collectively – as Shriners – we 
make a difference in the lives of children every 
day – a much bigger difference than we could 
make individually.

7

“I am content to be a 
small part of such a 

big endeavor.”
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APPOINTED IMPERIAL 
CHAPLAIN:
David S. Lenn, Hadji Shriners

Lenn currently serves Hadji Shriners as First Cer-
emonial Master, and has served as president of the 
Untouchables Unit. He has also been instrumental 
in planning the tailgate party for the East-West 

Shrine Game® since Imperial Sir Chris Smith began his journey as an 
Imperial officer.

Lenn founded D. Lenn Masonry Contractors Inc. in 1989, and hopes 
to retire soon and let his son run the business.

NUMEROUS ELECTIONS WERE HELD during the 2016 Imperial Session. In addition to a new Imperial Potentate 
and First Lady, and a new President of the health care system, new members of both the Shriners International Imperial 
Divan and Shriners Hospitals for Children Board of Trustees were elected, and a new Imperial Chaplain was appointed.

ELECTED IMPERIAL  
OUTER GUARD:
Kevin R. Costello, 
Cyprus Shriners

Costello is a Past Potentate of 
Cyprus Shriners, and a Cyprus 
Shriners Representative to the 

Mid-Atlantic Shrine Association, the New York-Ontario 
Shrine Association, and the Imperial Session. He is 
also a member of the Board of Governors of Shriners 
Hospitals for Children — Springfield.

Costello served in the United States Air Force before 
he was honorably discharged, and has been employed 
as a police officer, trooper, investigator, sergeant and 
lieutenant. He has also served as Vice President and 
C.E.O. of Barons Security Agency, and is currently 
serving as president and C.E.O of Alert Security and 
Investigations, Inc., which he formed in 2008.

In 2003, Costello received his master’s degree in 
public administration from Marist College. He received 
his bachelor’s degree in business and economics from 
Empire State College, S.U.N.Y.

ELECTIONS AND 
APPOINTMENTS

Introducing Your Newly 
Elected or Appointed 
Hospital and Fraternal 
Board Members

ELECTED IMPERIAL  
CAPTAIN OF THE 
GUARD:
Richard G. Burke, 
Yaarab Shriners

Burke has served as Potentate of 
Yaarab Shriners, and as Regional 

Imperial Public Relations Director for the Southeast.
Burke graduated from State University of New York 

at Geneseo, with a bachelor’s degree in business and 
a minor in accounting and computer science.

Burke has worked as a Systems Consultant for NCR 
and Texas Instruments, as an IT consultant, and as a 
Partner and Vice President of Information Technology of 
Payment Technologies, Inc. Burke also serves as Chief 
Information Officer of Financial Operations Networks 
LLC, an internet venture he helped form.

RE-ELECTED TRUSTEE: 
Anthony M. West, Zamora Shriners

West has served as the Potentate of Zamora 
Shriners, and as president of the Dixie Shrine 
Association. He has also served on the Shriners 
Hospitals for Children — Mexico Board of Gov-
ernors since 2006, and as Chairman since 2010.

West is the owner and president of West Contracting Inc., a company 
he started in 1977. From 1994 to 2012, he was president and owner 
of West Alabama Equipment Inc.

ELECTED TRUSTEE: 
Charles D. "Chuck" Pittman,  
Yaarab Shriners

Pittman served as Potentate of Yaarab Shriners, 
and as an Aide and Personal Aide to the Potentate 
for 25 years.

Pittman has been a member of the Shriners 
Hospitals for Children — Greenville Board of Governors for four years, 
is a seven-year Colorado Corporation voting member, and a four-year 
Iowa Corporation voting member.

Pittman has had a 20-year corporate career with PepsiCo, and owned 
his own business for another 20 years. He has served as President of 
The LOGO Depot, as C.E.O. of Marketing Corp Concepts, and as Vice 
President and National Sales Manager of Enforcer ONE LLC.

To learn more about our leadership, and to read their full biographies, please 
visit either shrinersinternational.org or shrinershospitalsforchildren.org.



AWARD OF MERIT

 11shrinersinternational.org

Ted D. Hennis, Khiva Shriners
Hennis has been a Shriner for nearly 50 years, has held many Masonic offices, and has been 
honored with countless awards for his efforts. He has lived in Amarillo, Texas, for 48 years, and 
served as Regional Coordinator for the Grand Masters Conference there for several years. He 
served Khiva Shriners as Potentate in 1993, and as Treasurer from 1998 through 2001, and 
again in 2013. He was also Public Relations Chairman for Khiva Shriners from 2005 through 
2008, and served as President of the Texas Shrine Association from 1993 through 1994. He has 
been a member of the Imperial Marshal’s Aides Committee since 1993, and has held the offices 
of both Vice Chairman and Chairman. He was elected to the Houston Shriners Hospital’s Board 
of Governors in 1997, and has also been actively involved in his community for many years.

Theodore “Ted” H. Jacobsen, Mecca Shriners
Jacobsen, who is from New York City and lives in Manhattan, has demonstrated a lifetime com-
mitment to service – especially as an educator. He has been honored with countless distinguished 
service awards by a variety of organizations over the years, including being listed in Who’s Who 
in America, Who’s Who in the World, and Who’s Who in the East. He has been honored by many 
different organizations throughout the years for his labor, community and humanitarian efforts. 
He served as Potentate of Mecca Shriners in 2010, and as Treasurer of the Mid-Atlantic Shrine 
Association Cabiri in 2012, as Vice President in 2013, and as President in 2014-2015. He has 
served as an Imperial Potentate’s Aide to Imperial Sirs John Cinotto and Dale Stauss, and is on 
the Imperial Photography Committee. He is also a member of the Board of Governors for the 
Philadelphia Shriners Hospital.

Bobby B. Simmons, Al Sihah Shriners
Simmons, a veteran of the United States Air Force, has a long history of exemplary fraternal 
accomplishments, and has made a tremendous impact on our philanthropy. In 2007, he chartered 
and served as the first Worshipful Master of Middle Georgia Daylight Lodge 756 in Bonaire, 
Georgia, where he also resides. He was Potentate of Al Sihah Shriners in 1988, and has served 
as Treasurer since 2005. He was a member of the Board of Trustees for Shriners Hospitals for 
Children from 2009 through 2015, and has been a member, and held numerous leadership 
positions, on various Shriners Hospitals for Children committees, including Vice Chairman of 
both Corporate Compliance and Revenue Cycle, Chairman of Hospital Regulations, and Chair-
man and Vice Chairman of Medical Affairs. He is currently serving as an Associate member of 
the Board of Governors of the Greenville Shriners Hospital, and on the Joint Conference and 
Strategic Planning and Executive Committees.

OUTSTANDING SHRINERS 
RECEIVE HIGHEST AWARD

Congratulations to 
the 2016 Imperial 
Potentate’s Award 
of Merit Recipients

EACH YEAR, THE IMPERIAL POTENTATE RECOGNIZES EXCEPTIONAL NOBLES who have demonstrated a deep com-
mitment to the missions of Shriners International and Shriners Hospitals for Children, and have made an extraordinary impact on their 
communities. The Imperial Potentate’s Award of Merit is the greatest honor our fraternity can bestow upon a Shriner, and during the 
2016 Imperial Session, Imperial Potentate Jerry G. Gantt presented three well-deserving nobles with the award.

To learn more about these incredible Shriners, please visit shrinersvillage.com.
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AWARD-WINNING 
TEMPLES AND 
NOBLES Recognizing Dromedary and 

Shriner Spotlight Award Winners

The 2016 Dromedary Award 
Winners Demonstrate 
Excellence in Temple 
Communications 

Summer Shriner Spotlight: 
Noble Brian Watson
In recognition of his extraordinary commitment 
to both our fraternity and philanthropy, Noble 
Brian Watson of Acacia Shriners in Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana, is the recipient of the Shriner Spotlight 
Award for summer 2016.

 “Noble Watson is a constant within our temple,” 
said Illustrious Sir Dorian P. Heroman, P.P., Trea-
surer of Acacia Shriners. “He is active with the 
Oriental Band, which he served as Past President, 
and has been our Inner Guard for meetings for as 
long as I can remember – maybe 20 years.”

Noble Watson keeps the band members con-
stantly informed of events, and even picks them 
up if they cannot drive themselves to a meeting.

In addition, Noble Watson, a Past Master, 
actively promotes Shriners International within 
his lodge, and consistently invites lodge broth-
ers, friends and families to temple functions and  
fundraisers to spread awareness and promote 
strong Masonic relations.

Noble Watson has also taken ownership of the 
Acacia Shriners Easter Egg Hunt, looking after all 
the details to ensure the event is perfect. He also 
works in the kitchen during the temple’s Christmas 
party for Shriners Hospitals for Children patients, 
and is constantly asking ‘what can I do?’

“Noble Watson is quick to sell tickets, contact 
nobles, and take part in all events. He seems to 
always be at all the functions; if he is not, you 
can catch him on his cell phone at work. He will 
set up tables, move chairs, bring food plates to 
guests, or generally do whatever needs doing,” 
said Illustrious Sir Heroman.

SHRINER
Spotlight

AWARD

The

AFTER CAREFUL REVIEW of the temples’ submissions of their best 
communications efforts in four categories, the winners of the 2016 
Dromedary Awards were chosen and then recognized during the 2016 
Imperial Session. Congratulations to our winners, and thank you to all 
the temples that participated in this annual competition.

How to Nominate 
To submit a nomination for the quarterly award, 
please send the name of the person are you 
nominating and why, along with a photo of the 
noble (wearing a fez), to shrinepr@shrinenet.org. 

*Recipients may not be a member of their temple’s Divan, 
and must be actively involved in promoting membership. 

Print Magazines

 �El Riad Shriners, Sioux Falls, South Dakota - El Riad Cactus

 �Murat Shriners, Indianapolis, Indiana - Murat

Print Newsletters/Newspapers

 �Abu Bekr Shriners, Sioux City, Iowa - Abu Bekr News

 �El Zaribah Shriners, Phoenix, Arizona - Arabian Tales

Websites

 �Aloha Shriners, Honolulu, Hawaii - alohashriners.org 

 �Naja Shriners, Rapid City, South Dakota - najashriners.com

Facebook Pages

 �Habibi Shriners, Lake Charles, Louisiana - facebook.com/HabibiShriners

 �Zuhrah Shriners, Minneapolis, Minnesota - facebook.com/ZuhrahShrine 

Print Magazines
 � Luxor Shriners, Saint John, 
New Brunswick, Canada - 
Luxor Luminary

 �Osman Shriners, St. Paul, 
Minnesota - Osman Shrine

Print Newsletters/
Newspapers

 � Lu Lu Shriners, Plymouth 
Meeting, Pennsylvania -  
The Fez

 �Tripoli Shriners, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin - Tattler

Websites
 � Lu Lu Shriners, Plymouth 
Meeting, Pennsylvania -  
lulushriners.org

 �Khedive Shriners, Chesapeake, 
Virginia - khediveshrine.org

Facebook Pages
 �Aloha Shriners, Honolulu, Hawaii 
- facebook.com/alohashriners

 �Kerbela Shriners, Knoxville, 
Tennessee - facebook.com/
KerbelaShriners

Honorable Mentions
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HONORING IMPERIAL 
SIR WAYNE LACHUT

Remembering Our Imperial Oriental Guide’s Life and Legacy

WAYNE J. LACHUT, who served on the Imperial Divan of Shriners 
International from 2010 to 2016, and was serving as Imperial Oriental 
Guide at the time of his death, passed away on June 26, 2016.

“Imperial Sir Wayne Lachut was a great Shriner, and perhaps more 
importantly, a great friend. Both the fraternity and the health care system 
are tremendously grateful for his many years of service, commitment and 
dedication,” said Imperial Potentate Chris L. Smith.

“More than that, we are grateful for having had Wayne in our lives, 
and for his way of welcoming and including everyone. He never met a 
stranger – he met new friends.”

Imperial Sir Lachut was born in Amherst, New York, and was a lifelong 
resident of the area. He was the second of three children of John and 
Inez (Sgranfetto) Lachut.

Professionally, Imperial Sir Lachut was a broker/owner with McMahon 
Insurance Agency, a member of the EMS Group. He was also a manag-
ing partner of Highland Plaza Management Inc., a holding company for 
commercial and residential property.

Imperial Sir Lachut served on the Boards of Directors for Shriners Inter-
national and Shriners Hospitals for Children for six years. An active Mason, 
he was a member of West Seneca Lodge #1111 in West Seneca, New 
York, as well as the Scottish and York Rites. Imperial Sir Lachut became 
a member of Ismailia Shriners in Buffalo, New York, in 1981, and served 
as the temple’s Potentate in 2000. He was president of the New York-
Ontario Shrine Association from 2005 to 2006, and a member of the Royal 
Order of Jesters, serving as Director of Buffalo Court #22. Dedicated to 
his fraternity’s philanthropy, Imperial Sir Lachut was a former chairman 
and emeritus member of the Board of Governors of Shriners Hospitals 
for Children — Erie Ambulatory Surgery Center and Specialty Care Center.

 In his spare time, he enjoyed playing golf, spending time at his cottage 
and collecting antiques.

Imperial Sir Lachut leaves behind his beloved wife of 42 years, Janet; 
his two sons, Bradford and Steven, who are both active Shriners; his 
granddaughter, Eleanor; his sister, Judy, and her husband, Joseph. He is 
also survived by his mother, Inez Lachut.

He was predeceased by his father and a brother, both named John.
“Wayne is not gone, nor will he ever be forgotten. His legacy of com-

mitment to Shriners International, and his dedication to Shriners Hospitals 
– and to always doing the right thing for the kids we have promised to 
help – lives on in us,” said Smith. “Wayne believed in hard work, in doing 
the right thing, giving and caring for others, having fun and above all, in 
the sanctity of family and friends."

WAYNE LACHUT
June 22, 1951 – June 26, 2016

Imperial Oriental Guide, 2015-2016
Member of the Imperial Divan, 2010-2016

During Imperial Session, nobles signed a banner 
in remembrance of Imperial Sir Lachut.

Imperial Sir Lachut (second from left) enjoyed 
participating in our many activities, including the 
East-West Shrine Game auctions. Here, he has a jersey 
from Hall of Fame inductee Steve Bartkowski.

It is eternity now. 
I am in the midst of it. 
It is about me in the sunshine;
I am in it, as the butterfly in the light-laden air. 
Nothing has to come; it is now. 
Now is eternity; now is the immortal life.
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THE IMPORTANCE OF 
MAINTAINING MASONIC 
RELATIONSHIPS

AT THE CORE OF EVERY SHRINER IS A MASON. This 
concept, which is a constant and significant theme throughout our 
fraternity, was especially evident during the 2016 Imperial Session. 

Recognizing our Roots and Honoring our Bonds with Masonry

Worshipful Stanley L. Hudson of Amara Shriners, addressed 
the crowd. The Grand Master of Texas brought greetings on 
behalf of the Grand Lodge of Texas, the Imperial Potentate’s 
Grand Lodge, and the Grand Master of Florida delivered 
his remarks on behalf of the Masons of the host state.

Imperial Sir Jack H. Jones was also honored during 
the Public Opening for his long-standing commitment to 
Masonry. The Grand Master of Florida presented Imperial 
Sir Jones with his 60-year Masonic membership certificate, 
congratulating him on his many years of dedicated service.

Further strengthening our Masonic bond, the Grand 
Master of Alabama, Most Worshipful Greg Durr, was part 
of the group of new nobles created and fezzed during this 
year’s Imperial Session, and can now proudly call himself 
a Shriner.

In addition, another Masonic leader joined Shriners 
International earlier this year. In May, at the Grand Lodge 
Communication, the Grand Master of New York, Most 
Worshipful Jeffrey Williamson, was proudly fezzed by 
Illustrious Sir Kristopher J. Scheetz, Potentate of Ismailia 
Shriners. And another Shriner, Noble Terry Allan McLean 
of Rameses Shriners and the Tecumseh Shrine Club, is 
now serving as the Sovereign Grand Commander of the 
Scottish Rite of Canada.

Overall, 32 Grand Masters were in attendance. These 
relationships can only strengthen the bonds within the 
Masonic family, and, in turn, enhance the growth of Shri-
ners International. We are proud of our Masonic brothers, 
and of our new nobles.

A Foundation of Masonry
Our fraternity was founded on the Masonic principles of brotherly love, 
relief and truth, with, of course, the added element of fun – with a purpose. 
These fundamental values are the basis of our organization, and Shriners 
International is proud and honored to be a member of the Masonic family.

Establishing, maintaining and cultivating relationships with our Masonic 
brothers and lodges is increasingly important for many reasons, includ-
ing a very big one: membership. Preserving these strong relationships 
has been proven to benefit our membership recruitment efforts; working 
closely with our Masonic lodges is imperative to the growth of Shriners 
International. Countless Shriners continue to be active within their lodges, 
and many of them, including several of our national board members, have 
served as Grand Masters.

Emphasizing the importance of fostering a strong Masonic family, Impe-
rial Sir Jeff Sowder, a Past Grand Master, believes it is critically important 
to work to strengthen Masonry as a whole, and that, ultimately, will help 
with our own membership challenges. “Over centuries, Masonry has faced 
many hardships,” said Imperial Sir Sowder. “But it has endured by working 
hard, working together, and staying true to its principles.”

Recognizing Our Masonic Leaders and Heritage
During Imperial Session, representatives and leaders from many of our 
fellow Masonic organizations were present and actively participating, and 
our Masonic culture was recognized in numerous ways.

Our Shriners who serve as Grand Masters around the world were com-
mended and acknowledged throughout the annual event, demonstrating 
our continued close connection to Masonry and the Grand Lodges. During 
the Public Opening, both the Grand Master of Texas, Most Worshipful 
Wendell P. Miller of Hella Shriners, and the Grand Master of Florida, Most 

Left photo: Terry McLean, Sovereign Grand Commander, Scottish Rite of Canada; Center photo: (L) Jeffrey Williamson, Grand Master of New York 
(R) Ill. Sir Kristopher Scheetz; Right photo: Imperial Sir Jack Jones receives certificate from the Grand Master of Florida.
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NATIONAL SIGNATURE 
EVENTS IMPORTANT TO 
ORGANIZATIONS

Quality Golf, Football and 
Baseball Events Raise 
Awareness and Funds

SHRINERS HOSPITALS FOR CHILDREN depends 
on national signature events, and participation in other 
national events to help raise awareness and funds for 
Shriners Hospitals for Children, and to bring the members 
of Shriners International together for fun and fellowship, 
opportunities to share the fraternity’s story with potential 
new members, and to support their fraternity.

Last October, the 2015 Shriners Hospitals for Children 
Open brought the FedExCup to Las Vegas as the PGA 
TOUR returned to the valley for the 33rd consecutive 
year. Many of the top professional golfers in the world 
participated in the competition, held at TPC Summerlin, 
and helped support the mission of Shriners Hospitals 
for Children.

The golf tournament included 144 PGA TOUR players 
who competed for the $6.4 million dollar purse, including 
10 of the top 50 players. Ultimately, 23-year-old Smylie 
Kaufman was the winner. The tournament, which aired 
on the Golf Channel and PGA Tour Radio, was a great 

success, and had a 
record attendance 
of 37,500. The 2016 

event will be held Oct. 31-Nov. 6 at the same site. We’re 
looking forward to another great event, and increasing 
attendance and awareness even more.

And, the 91st East-West Shrine Game, held in January 
in St. Petersburg, Florida, attracted 23,106 fans to the 
stands – our biggest attendance yet at Tropicana Field. 
The East-West Shrine Game generates massive exposure 
and interest in both Shriners Hospitals for Children and 
Shriners International, and is one of our most important 
traditions. The 2017 game will be played on Jan. 21, 
again at Tropicana Field.

In 2015, we added to our established signature events, 
the East-West Shrine Game and the Shriners Hospi-
tals for Children Open, by forming a partnership with 
the Houston Astros Foundation that includes a multi-
year agreement renaming the Houston College Classic. 
The well-established and well-known regional baseball 

To learn more 
about our 

signature events, 
please visit 
these websites:

tournament is now the Shriners Hospitals for Children College Clas-
sic. The College Classic is considered one of the top college-level 
baseball tournaments in the country. Having our name as part of this 
prestigious event, which is televised both nationally and regionally, is 
an outstanding opportunity to raise awareness of our amazing health 
care system. In addition to helping with name recognition, there is 
also a financial benefit - a portion of proceeds from ticket sales are 
given to Shriners Hospitals. The 2017 Shriners Hospitals for Children 

College Classic will feature three Big 12 
schools in Baylor, TCU and Texas Tech and 
three Southeastern Conference programs 
in LSU, Ole Miss and Texas A&M. The 
17th annual tournament will feature nine 
games at Minute Maid Park in Houston 
March 3-5, 2017.

We have also established a relationship 
with the Tampa Bay Lightning as a pre-
ferred partner, giving us a starting point 

with the National Hockey League.
We now have a strong presence in the prestigious and heavily-

watched world of collegiate and professional sports. Our events and 
opportunities in this area will help raise both awareness and funds, two 
of the most important issues facing Shriners International and Shriners 
Hospitals for Children. We thank you for supporting these efforts, and 
helping to make a difference.

Have a great time enjoying your favorite sport, while assisting your 
fraternity and philanthropy.

 � The Shriners Hospitals for Children 
Open: shrinershospitalsopen.com

 � The East-West Shrine Game: 
shrinegame.com

 � The Shriners Hospitals for Children 
College Classic: astros.com/
collegeclassic



FIRST LADY

When you have these things, you can believe in yourself – and in 
your dreams – and do amazing things. In fact, The Sky’s the Limit.

Confidence. Self-Assurance. Bravery. 

The S ky’s The Limit
Helping Children Become Confident and Independent 

How can we instill these qualities in children – especially 
children who are living with complex medical conditions?

One way is through enjoyable, experiential programs –  
like camps.

“We all want children to be confident, self-assured and 
unafraid. To help make this possible, we want to ensure that 
more patients of Shriners Hospitals for Children® have the 
opportunity to go to camp and have some fun, make new 
friends, and build their self-esteem and confidence in the 
process,” said Ethel Smith, First Lady of Shriners International. 

Building Confidence and Self-Esteem 
Shriners Hospitals for Children is noted for providing excellent 
medical care. Our patients receive individualized treatment 
that may include surgeries and a variety of occupational, 
physical and other therapies to help them recover to the 
fullest extent possible. 

Our concern for their well-being does not end there. 
Because of the nature of many of the conditions we treat, 
our young patients often face a long road to recovery, and 
must learn to adapt to new ways of managing the challenges 
of everyday life. Helping them develop these skills, as well as 
other more intangible inner strengths, such as self-esteem 
and confidence, is also part of the work and mission of 
Shriners Hospitals for Children.

Our health care system offers a variety of programs to help 
our patients develop a wide range of psychosocial skills. Many 
of the efforts are in the forms of “camps,” which may be held 
onsite at the hospitals, or somewhere in the local community. 
Activities range from therapeutic horseback riding to skiing 
adventures. Some programs are designed to encourage 
patients coping with a specific condition, such as spina bifida; 
there are also camps for those with hand deficiencies, burns 
and spinal cord injuries. 

These camp experiences provide unique and valuable 
experiences for our patients – and, like all services and 
programs at Shriners Hospitals for Children – are provided 
regardless of the families’ ability to pay. But that doesn’t 
mean there is not a cost involved for our health care system. 
In fact, they can be expensive to operate, and most are 
funded by donations. 

Ensuring More Children Experience Camp  
First Lady Ethel believes that encouraging our young 
patients to have new experiences will help them discover 
inner strengths, while having a lot of fun. Her program, The 
Sky’s the Limit, will augment funding for Shriners Hospitals 
for Children’s special camp programs, which provide these 
opportunities, and include a wide range of fun-filled activities. 

“I’ve seen these children do amazing things at camp – 
from using ziplines to rock climbing,” said Ethel. “It’s clear 
these camps are a lot of fun – and go a long way to helping 
patients face challenges and overcome fears, which builds 
self-confidence. Ultimately, these programs can help ensure 
these children have lives where The Sky’s the Limit.”

For a donation of $40, contributors will receive a beautiful 
bracelet with a bead representing a hot air balloon, indicative 
of the program’s theme, or a gorgeous scarf; donors will 
receive an elegant gentleman’s tie for $30. To learn more or 
to place an order, please visit support.shrinershospitals.org/
FirstLadyEthel or contact a Lady of the Divan at your temple. 

Please join the First Lady’s effort to ensure more children 
have the chance to experience going to camp by purchasing 
one of the program’s items or making a donation.

OSJUL16TSTL

Gentleman’s Tie $30   
Lady’s Bead & Bracelet $40  

Lady’s Scarf $40
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patients to have new experiences will help them discover 
inner strengths, while having a lot of fun. Her program, The 
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HOW CAN WE INSTILL THESE QUAL-
ITIES IN CHILDREN – especially children 
who are living with complex medical con-
ditions? One way is through enjoyable, 
experiential programs – like camps.

“We all want children to be confident, 
self-assured and unafraid. To help make 
this possible, we want to ensure that more 
patients of Shriners Hospitals for Children 
have the opportunity to go to camp and 
have some fun, make new friends, and 
build their self-esteem and confidence in 
the process,” said Ethel Smith, First Lady 
of Shriners International. 

Building Confidence 
and Self-Esteem 
Shriners Hospitals for Children is noted 
for providing excellent medical care. Our 
patients receive individualized treatment 
that may include surgeries and a variety 
of occupational, physical and other thera-
pies to help them recover to the fullest 
extent possible. 

Our concern for their well-being does 
not end there. Because of the nature of 
many of the conditions we treat, our young 
patients often face a long road to recovery, 
and must learn to adapt to new ways of 
managing the challenges of everyday life. 
Helping them develop these skills, as well 
as other more intangible inner strengths, 

such as self-esteem and confidence, is also 
part of the work and mission of Shriners 
Hospitals for Children.

Our health care system offers a variety 
of programs to help our patients develop 
a wide range of psychosocial skills. Many 
of the efforts are in the forms of “camps,” 
which may be held onsite at the hospitals, 
or somewhere in the local community. 
Activities range from therapeutic horse-
back riding to skiing adventures. Some 
programs are designed to encourage 
patients coping with a specific condition, 
such as spina bifida; there are also camps 
for those with hand deficiencies, burns 
and spinal cord injuries. 

These opportunities provide unique 
and valuable experiences for our patients 
– and, like all services and programs at 
Shriners Hospitals for Children – are pro-
vided regardless of the families’ ability to 
pay. But that doesn’t mean there is not a 
cost involved for our health care system. 
In fact, they can be expensive to operate, 
and most are funded by donations. 

Ensuring More Children 
Experience Camp 
First Lady Ethel believes that encour-
aging our young patients to have new 

experiences will help them discover inner 
strengths, while having a lot of fun. Her 
program, The Sky’s the Limit, will aug-
ment funding for Shriners Hospitals for 
Children’s special camp programs, which 
provide these opportunities, and include 
a wide range of fun-filled activities. 

“I’ve seen these children do amazing 
things at camp – from using ziplines to 
rock climbing,” said Ethel. “It’s clear these 
camps are a lot of fun – and go a long 
way to helping patients face challenges 
and overcome fears, which builds self-
confidence. Ultimately, these programs 
can help ensure these children have lives 
where The Sky’s the Limit.”

For a donation of $40, contributors will 
receive a beautiful bracelet with a bead 
representing a hot air balloon, indicative of 
the program’s theme, or a gorgeous scarf; 
donors will receive an elegant gentleman’s 
tie for $30. To learn more or to place an 
order, please visit support.shrinershos-
pitals.org/FirstLadyEthel or contact a 
Lady of the Divan at your temple. 

Please join the First Lady’s effort to 
ensure more children have the chance to 
experience going to camp by purchasing one 
of the program’s items or making a donation.

Confidence. Self-assurance. Bravery. When you have these things, you 
can believe in yourself - and in your dreams - and do amazing things. 
In fact, The Sky's the Limit. 
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unafraid. To help make this possible, we want to ensure that 
more patients of Shriners Hospitals for Children® have the 
opportunity to go to camp and have some fun, make new 
friends, and build their self-esteem and confidence in the 
process,” said Ethel Smith, First Lady of Shriners International. 

Building Confidence and Self-Esteem 
Shriners Hospitals for Children is noted for providing excellent 
medical care. Our patients receive individualized treatment 
that may include surgeries and a variety of occupational, 
physical and other therapies to help them recover to the 
fullest extent possible. 

Our concern for their well-being does not end there. 
Because of the nature of many of the conditions we treat, 
our young patients often face a long road to recovery, and 
must learn to adapt to new ways of managing the challenges 
of everyday life. Helping them develop these skills, as well as 
other more intangible inner strengths, such as self-esteem 
and confidence, is also part of the work and mission of 
Shriners Hospitals for Children.

Our health care system offers a variety of programs to help 
our patients develop a wide range of psychosocial skills. Many 
of the efforts are in the forms of “camps,” which may be held 
onsite at the hospitals, or somewhere in the local community. 
Activities range from therapeutic horseback riding to skiing 
adventures. Some programs are designed to encourage 
patients coping with a specific condition, such as spina bifida; 
there are also camps for those with hand deficiencies, burns 
and spinal cord injuries. 

These camp experiences provide unique and valuable 
experiences for our patients – and, like all services and 
programs at Shriners Hospitals for Children – are provided 
regardless of the families’ ability to pay. But that doesn’t 
mean there is not a cost involved for our health care system. 
In fact, they can be expensive to operate, and most are 
funded by donations. 

Ensuring More Children Experience Camp  
First Lady Ethel believes that encouraging our young 
patients to have new experiences will help them discover 
inner strengths, while having a lot of fun. Her program, The 
Sky’s the Limit, will augment funding for Shriners Hospitals 
for Children’s special camp programs, which provide these 
opportunities, and include a wide range of fun-filled activities. 

“I’ve seen these children do amazing things at camp – 
from using ziplines to rock climbing,” said Ethel. “It’s clear 
these camps are a lot of fun – and go a long way to helping 
patients face challenges and overcome fears, which builds 
self-confidence. Ultimately, these programs can help ensure 
these children have lives where The Sky’s the Limit.”

For a donation of $40, contributors will receive a beautiful 
bracelet with a bead representing a hot air balloon, indicative 
of the program’s theme, or a gorgeous scarf; donors will 
receive an elegant gentleman’s tie for $30. To learn more or 
to place an order, please visit support.shrinershospitals.org/
FirstLadyEthel or contact a Lady of the Divan at your temple. 

Please join the First Lady’s effort to ensure more children 
have the chance to experience going to camp by purchasing 
one of the program’s items or making a donation.
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Gentleman’s Tie $30   
Lady’s Bead & Bracelet $40  

Lady’s Scarf $40
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MEET OUR NEW NATIONAL 
PATIENT AMBASSADORS
Our 2016-2017 National Patient Ambassadors 
Were Introduced at Imperial Session

EVERY YEAR, SHRINERS HOSPITALS FOR CHILDREN 
selects two national patient ambassadors to represent the patients 
cared for by our health care system. The ambassadors are patients 
whose stories of perseverance in the face of adversity are par-
ticularly strong and can inspire others, and tangibly demonstrate 
the ability of Shriners Hospitals for Children to impact and change 
lives. The ambassadors will spend the year sharing their stories, 
and the story of the importance of Shriners Hospitals for Children.

The 2016-2017 national patient ambassadors were introduced 
at the 2016 Imperial Session of Shriners International, held in 
Tampa, Florida, in July. Here are just a few highlights of their 
amazing stories.

Karolina Nogues 
Karolina was born in May of 2000 with a significant limb-
length discrepancy involving her left leg. For the first five years 
of her life, Karolina wore a shoe lift that helped compensate 
for the difference. Her family searched for a better solution, 
and ultimately Karolina became a patient of Shriners Hospitals 
for Children – Shreveport, where she began a lengthening 
treatment that would take nine years, and require both 
multiple surgeries and the use of an external fixator that, 
over time, would lengthen her leg incrementally. She began 
the painful, tedious process at age 7. When the process was 
complete, her leg length had been increased by 7 inches.

Now, 16, Karolina practices horseback riding and enjoys 
surfing, two activities that require the use and strength of 
her left leg. After high school, she hopes to apply to a Disney 
program for animation.

Shriners Hospitals for Children is proud of our ambassadors, 
and of all our patients who strive to overcome tremendous 
physical challenges, and become as independent and able 
as possible. We are pleased to help them along the way.

Marius Woodward
Marius was born in a small village in Romania. In 2007, when he 
was only 8 years old, a family altercation resulted in a terrible 
house fire. Marius remembers escaping the flames through one 
of the windows and landing on the back of the house where a 
neighbor found him.

Marius had severe burns over 75 percent of his body, and had 
lost all of his fingers and his nose. The fire had also taken his par-
ents; his siblings were spared, possibly only because they were 
not at home when the incident occurred. .

Marius spent 8 months at a hospital in Romania, where he met 
two students from Brigham Young University, Ashley Ludlow and 
Jessica Free, who were participating in a special program and 
visited the hospital. Realizing that the child would not receive all 
the care he needed in Romania, the girls enlisted their families’ 
assistance to bring Marius to the U.S.

Eventually, Marius was adopted by Ashley’s family – the Wood-
wards – and began treatment at Shriners Hospitals for Children 
– Los Angeles, where he underwent many surgeries, including a 
multiple toe-to-hand transfer, which would allow him to be much 
more independent. Marius is believed to be the first in the world 
to have a transfer of this type involving six toes. 

Today, Marius is an active 17-year old high school student who, 
despite having only two toes and six new fingers, is able to play 
football and soccer; his goal is to become a motivational speaker 
and a model, to demonstrate that his scars make him who he is 
and to encourage acceptance, despite outward appearance.

The 2016 success story, Marking our Paths to Strength and Survival, can be viewed on YouTube 
at youtube.com/shrinershospitals, and is available for download on shrinersvillage.com.
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Meeting Discusses Changes Necessary for 
Membership Development and Growth

AS WE ALL KNOW, membership development – the recruitment, retention and restoration 
of members – is absolutely critical to the future and success of both Shriners International and 
Shriners Hospitals for Children. During the 2016 Imperial Session, the office of membership 
development hosted an important Shriners International membership workshop, featuring the 
Shrine Membership Action Renewal Team (S.M.A.R.T.). The S.M.A.R.T. concept uses a designated 
task force to brainstorm and lead discussions to inspire innovative ideas and solutions to improve 
membership growth.

During the S.M.A.R.T. workshop, participants were invited to openly discuss new and exciting 
membership initiatives that emphasize and foster culture change within our organization, and 
share successful ways this has been implemented to boost membership results. It is hoped that 
attendees returned to their temple energized and ready to implement or support a S.M.A.R.T. 
group at their respective temples. Engagement is key to making positive changes to temple culture.

Tunis Shriners is a prime example of how S.M.A.R.T. meetings have started with just one 
member and grown to influence other temples. You may visit the website dedicated to their 
S.M.A.R.T. group at smartshriners.com. The website has lots of interesting graphics, like the 
one shown above. Karnak and others are following their example, using their S.M.A.R.T. logo 
and inspiration to gather momentum in their own groups.

The most important recurring theme throughout the meeting: temples must change their 
culture in order to engage a dynamic and eclectic membership.

 � Does your temple develop new units 
and clubs that appeal to the diverse 
interests of your members?

 � Are your clubs and units actively seeking 
new members?

 � Does your temple have programs/
activities in place and ready for new-
member participation? Be sure to 
welcome your new members, personally 
invite them and their families to events.

 � Are arrangements made to care for 
members’ children during activities? This 
is a must for Shriners with families.

 � What are some of the key benefits 
your temple promotes to potential 
new members? Do you emphasize the 
opportunity to make new friends?

S.M.A.R.T. GROUP 
EMPHASIZES 
FORWARD-THINKING

Helpful Hints, Tips  
and Reminders:

 � Develop programs that 
cater to a wide range  
of interests.

 � Be excited and energized 
about membership. Your 
temple membership team 
needs your full support.

 � Find the guys in your 
temple that are active 
Masons and ask them to 
be lodge ambassadors.

 � Temples that have a 
fully-functioning Masonic 
Lodge that meets at their 
temple are seeing success.

 � DeMolay International 
has potential as both 
a charitable endeavor 
for your temple, and 
as a source for future 
membership development.

 � Be aware of the materials 
available to you, such as 
the “I’m an Owner” pin, 
ladies videos, and pop-up 
banners. Shriners Village  
is a great resource.

 � Has your temple considered incentives 
for bringing in new members? It could 
be helping pay for membership dues, 
a lifetime membership, or encouraging 
friendly competition among nobles.

 � Has your temple planned any 
informal events? Try things like meeting 
at a pub, or having a Super Bowl party, 
and making it fun - that is the best way 
to get members to participate.

 � Has your temple tried approaching 
college fraternities as a way to draw 
in those with a fraternal mindset to a 
fraternity they can belong to after their 
college years?

We are here to support you in any way we can. To share your feedback, 
or to find out more about S.M.A.R.T. initiatives and ways to get your 
temple involved, please contact the corporate membership development 
office at 813-281-0300 or membership@shrinenet.org.
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THE ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FEES paid by 
each noble support the three main parts of our 
organization – the local temples, the International 
Headquarters and our philanthropy, Shriners Hos-
pitals for Children. Temple dues help fund your local 
temple operations. The $30 annual per capita tax 
supports the administration and programs of Shriners 
International. The annual hospital assessment of $5 
per year is deposited in the endowment fund of 
Shriners Hospitals for Children, and helps ensure that 
we will be able to continue to provide expert pediatric 
specialty care and improve the lives of children for 
many years to come.

You may soon be receiving or have already 
received your annual membership dues notice. It 
is important to recognize that payment for 2017 
dues are due by December 31, 2016; beyond that 
date, you will be considered delinquent if you main-
tain an outstanding balance.

Your member record, which generates and pop-
ulates the data included in your dues notice, is 
maintained in WebFez, Shriners International’s newly 
implemented membership database. Temple leader-
ship maintains all the data relating to their members 
- including lists, club and unit records, dues payments, 
participation awards and other such data. Nobles 
now have the ability to log into their own records to 
update their contact information, view their records 
and verify their payments. Please register today at 
webfez.shrinenet.org.

While there is a structured purpose for each noble’s annual financial obligation 
to the fraternity and philanthropy, there are several lifetime payment options 
available, which can reduce long-term costs, as allowed in the Imperial bylaws:

Temple Life Membership
Life Memberships may be secured in Temples with a single payment of no 
less than 20 times the annual temple dues, as lump sum. Specifics vary by 
temple, but this is referenced in Imperial Bylaw §332.6(a)(3).

Per Capita Life Membership:
A Per Capita Life Membership (PCLM) may be secured by any noble who 
pays his temple recorder a sum equal to 30 times the current per capita tax. 
Thereafter, he shall be exempt from the annual per capita tax. (Referenced 
in §211.5(g)).

Permanent Contributing Membership:
A noble may purchase a Permanent Contributing Membership (PCM) sup-
porting the hospitals for a total of $150, and shall receive a certificate from 
his temple Recorder and thereafter be exempt from any future hospital levy. 
(Referenced in §332.4(a)).

Total Life Membership
A Total Life Membership combines all three of these options, paid in one 
lump sum, or by paying each lifetime membership individually over time. 
Once all three life memberships have been secured, a noble shall be exempt 
from future membership fees for life.

Regardless of the frequency of your active participation, we are proud to 
have you as a Shriner. Your continued membership is important and essen-
tial to the future success of our fraternity and its mission. Please renew 
your membership today; your 2016 dues card will expire December 31st.

Dues Payments are Critically  
Important to the Financial  
Well-being of our Organizations

MEMBERSHIP 
FEES AND 
CONTINUED 
ACTIVITY FOR 
OUR NOBLES

Don’t let your membership expire! Please contact the Office of Membership Development 
at 813-281-0300 or by email at membership@shrinenet.org for information or assistance.



P.O. Box 31356
Tampa, FL 33631-3356
813-281-0300

Change Service Requested

The 143rd Imperial Session of Shriners International is 
scheduled for Sunday, July 9, through Thursday, July 13, in 
Daytona Beach, Florida, at the Ocean Center, a state-of-
the-art convention center and entertainment complex.

Discover Daytona Beach
Daytona Beach is internationally known for its beautiful, hard-packed 
white sand beaches that span 23 miles. Visitors can also enjoy a 
scenic drive and bring their cars right up on the beach to cruise 
along the sand.

The famous Daytona Beach Boardwalk and Pier, ideally located 
alongside the Atlantic Ocean, is a combination of amusement parks, 
restaurants and shops, all right on the shoreline.

Daytona International Speedway
A trip to Daytona Beach cannot be complete without a visit to the 
world-famous Daytona International Speedway, home of “The Great 
American Race,” the DAYTONA 500. Visitors can even become a 
part of the Richard Petty Driving Experience, and race around the 
Speedway in an authentic NASCAR stock car.

Imperial Potentate Chris Smith and First Lady Ethel invite you to join them on the 2017 Imperial 
Potentate “Fun in the Sun” Southern Caribbean Cruise, Saturday, January 28, through Sunday, 
February 5.  For more information, please visit abstravelgroup.com/imperial2017.php. 

Book Now for the 2017 Imperial Potentate’s Cruise

Join Shriners International for its
Plan Now to Attend the 2017 Imperial 
Session of Shriners International

Endless Opportunities for Adventure
Discover the area’s rich history by exploring its many parks, 
natural preserves and historic sites; climb to the top of the tallest 
lighthouse in Florida, the Ponce de Leon Inlet Lighthouse and 
Museum; soften your spikes at any of the first-rate Daytona 
Beach golf courses; or take advantage of the many scenic cruis-
ing opportunities.

Shriners International invites all nobles, ladies and their families 
to join us for the 143rd Imperial Session in Daytona Beach. Impe-
rial Sirs Chris L. Smith and Gary J. Bergenske and the 2017 Imperial 
Session Committee members look forward to welcoming you.

BIGGEST EVENT

For more information, please visit imperial2017.com.


