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To lead our great fraternity effectively, travel is 
an ongoing part of our days. Anne and I greatly 
appreciate the gracious hospitality of so many 
of you over the past few months. We are very 
grateful for your generosity and many kindnesses 
to us as we met with you and attended frater-
nal meetings and events. We have also enjoyed 
the opportunity to see old friends all across the 
U.S. (and beyond), and to make new friends. It is 
inspiring and encouraging to see the dedication 
and commitment of so many nobles and ladies.

And, of course, one of the most important 
issues that needs our effort is increasing our 
membership numbers. In July, we established 
the I AM R U program to provide an easy way 
for nobles to submit names of friends, neighbors, 
etc. who would make good Shriners. Follow-up is 
being done via MDS and WebFez. The program 
has generated interest and excitement; continuing 

the momentum is critical to the program’s suc-
cess. If every noble submitted just one name to 
beashrinernow.com/referral, we would have the 
potential to double our membership. If every 
temple seriously committed to meeting their best 
membership gain in the last five years, we would 
easily reach our goal of 12,000 members by the 
2018 Imperial Session. I truly believe this goal 
is attainable; I ask you to believe it as well, and 
work with us to make it a reality. 

I also want to take a just a moment to thank 
everyone who responded to the needs of our 
nobles and hospitals in the aftermath of the hur-
ricane season, and of the earthquakes in Mexico. 

Finally, Anne and I wish everyone a happy and 
meaningful holiday season.

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR CHAIRMAN 
OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR  
IMPERIAL POTENTATE

Thank goodness the hurricane season is over! 
This year several areas were hit especially hard, 
sustaining significant damage. As always, our 
nobles and staff were quick, compassionate and 
generous in their response, and we thank them. 
We also thank everyone for their concern and 
assistance after the earthquakes in Mexico.

Moving to a more pleasant subject, in addition 
to a new year, January brings the Rose Parade 
and the East-West Shrine Game®, two important 
events that help raise awareness of our organiza-
tions. This will be our sixth appearance in the 
iconic New Year’s Day parade, which is televised 
in several countries. Our float’s theme, Caring for 
Kids Around the World, is a perfect representa-
tion of the mission of Shriners Hospitals to help 
children, wherever they may live. The East-West 
Shrine Game is another tremendous opportunity 
for us to introduce ourselves to new friends, 
and to gather together for a great day of fun 

and football. We hope to see as many ladies 
and nobles as possible at Tropicana Field in St. 
Petersburg, Florida, on Jan. 20.

In addition, the 2018 Shriners Hospitals for Chil-
dren College Classic lineup has been announced, 
and features the University of Houston, Sam 
Houston State, Louisiana-Lafayette, University 
of Kentucky, Mississippi State and Vanderbilt. 
This premier collegiate baseball tournament also 
raises funds and awareness for Shriners Hospitals. 
We look forward to seeing you in Houston in 
the spring. 

As 2017 comes to a close, Lisa and I want to 
wish everyone in our extended Shriners family 
happy and safe holidays; we appreciate each 
of you. 

Yours in the faith,

Jerry G. Gantt
Chairman, Board of 
Trustees, Shriners 
Hospitals for Children

Gary J. Bergenske
Imperial Potentate, 
Shriners International

DEAR FELLOW NOBLES,

DEAR FELLOW NOBLES,

Yours in the faith,
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OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
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NEW MEMBERSHIP 
REFERRAL PROGRAM 
IN PLACE

Monthly and Quarterly Winners
During the first quarter of this member-
ship program, the nobles who top-line 
signed the most petitions for new cre-
ations received a check for $100, and each 
of their temples received a Rush Night 
Survival Kit. Here are the winners to date:

To learn more about the I AM R U program, please watch the video featuring 
Imperial Potentate Gary Bergenske at http://bit.ly/BergenskeMembership.

At the end of the Imperial Year (July 
2018), the noble who top-line signed 
the highest number of new creations 
will receive $1,000, a Shriners/Masonic 
apron, a ticket package and an Imperial 
Potentate’s Medallion. 

Also, the temple showing the highest 
membership gain (by percentage) will 
receive $1,000. These awards will be pre-
sented during the 2018 Imperial Session. 

As you can see, Shriners International 
is committed to increasing membership. 
It now falls to each individual temple to 
support the program, encourage their 
nobility to refer their friends and follow 
up accordingly.

We hope that you will continue to 
promote membership as the Number 1 
Priority at your temple. Each and every 
day, make it a point to share our frater-
nity and its impact. 

Refer a good man today at beashriner-
now.com/referral.

*Please note that each month there were 
new nobles created who did not have sign-
ers indicated in WebFez. The announced 
winners of this membership contest can 
only be determined by the data extracted 
from the WebFez temple record.

AT IMPERIAL SESSION 2017, 
Imperial Sir Gary Bergenske sounded 
a call to action, and asked ALL Shri-
ners to take a stand against the 
declining membership in our frater-
nity. Every noble was challenged to 
refer friends, family members and 
co-workers to the I AM R U program 
for further contact, education and 
information about Shriners Interna-
tional and Freemasonry. 

Imperial Sir Bergenske set an 
ambitious goal of 12,000 new cre-
ations between the 2017 and 2018 
Imperial Sessions. To help make the 
program successful, there are incen-
tives and prizes for taking action and 
for achieving results.

Reaping the Rewards
Noble Lloyd Wells was rewarded 
for referring 71 individuals to this 
program during the 2017 Impe-
rial Session; he received a check 
for $100. Additionally, because 
of his referrals, Kazim Shriners 
reflected the highest number of 
referrals throughout Session, so 
their temple received a check for 
$250 and a Rush Night Survival Kit, 
which included several membership 
resources, such as posters, brochures 
and other materials to assist in future 
rush nights at the temple. 

The remainder of the rewards dis-
tributed this year will be based on 
new member CREATIONS, rather 
than referrals. 

Imperial Potentate Initiates  
Effort to Increase Membership

AUGUST 2017 
Noble Paul G. Legrand  

(Ainad Shriners), for top-line  
signing seven petitions.

SEPTEMBER 2017 
 Noble William B. “Brad” Trotter 
(Al Azhar Shriners), for top-line  

signing five petitions.

OCTOBER 2017 
Noble Rick W. Qual (El  Zagal Shriners) 

and Noble Adolfo De La Pena  
(Al Bahr Shriners), for top-line signing 

six petitions each.

We are very excited to announce the first 
quarterly winner, who top-line signed the 
most petitions for new creations through 
August, September and October 2017. 
Noble Louis Worthy II (Al Malaikah Shri-
ners) will receive a $500 reward, as well 
as a ticket package for Shriners-sponsored 
events (such as the East-West Shrine 
Game), a special tassel holder, an Imperial 
Potentate’s Medallion and a Silent Messen-
ger statue with a custom-engraved plate.
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ON THE 
IMPORTANCE OF 
BEING A SHRINER
By Robert M. Wolfarth, Most Worshipful 
Grand Master, Grand Lodge, F. & A.M. of 
Utah, and Member of El Kalah Shriners

ELEVEN YEARS AGO, I was delighted 
to receive the Scottish Rite degrees at a 
reunion at which all 29 of the degrees 
were presented. None were commu-
nicated. Our class was excited to be 
there, and I just couldn’t seem to soak 
up enough of that ritual.

While we were knee-deep in ancient 
wisdom and philosophy during that 
intense weekend, Illustrious Sir Fred 
Kidston strolled into our classroom to 
pitch membership in El Kalah Shriners. 
Up to that point, I had always thought 
that someday I’d become a Shriner. 
Someday. But first, I wanted to focus on 
the Scottish Rite and my blue lodge. Yet 
there stood Fred, wearing that cool fez, 
telling us about the hospital, the good 
times, the parades, and all the activities 
of being a Shriner. Many of us signed on 
the dotted line that day.

To this day, I’m a Shriner. I’m glad I 
joined. And the look on my wife’s face 
was priceless when I came home from 
the Scottish Rite Reunion and told her 
that I just joined the Shriners. It was 
not unlike the silent, pale expression I 
saw years later when I broke the tidings 
that I was elected Junior Grand Warden. 
God bless her and her seemingly infinite 
patience. The good news is that “Shriner” 
is a term most people have heard, and 
most already have a good association 
with the “world’s greatest philanthropy,” 
if not also with the Shrine Circus, the 
football games, the magic carpets in the 
parades and so forth. So she was sup-
portive of my new venture.

I will be honest, brethren: I do not attend 
many stated meetings of El Kalah Shriners. 
But I do march in as many of the parades 
as I can, as a member of the Patrol. I was 
editor of The Minaret for a time, and I 
support the charity. As time has gone by, 
I’ve valued my membership more. This 
statement remains firm even when I’ve 
heard skepticism within Utah Masonry 
about the cohesiveness and direction of El 
Kalah – not reflective of any one person, 
but as a whole – and while national blogs 

whisper of a proposal in some circles to 
disassociate the Shriners from the Craft.

I do not know what the future holds 
for either of these mutterings, but I do 
know that after well over 100 years, this 
remains a great organization founded on 
the noblest, the grandest of all Masonic 
principles, that of charity. 

If you are not a member of El Kalah 
Shriners, I commend membership to your 
consideration. Wear the fez. Laugh not 
just at the clowns, but with them. Come 
tour the hospital and meet the kids and 
the staff.

Further, I urge you to consider “Freema-
sonry” not as a noun but as a verb. Step 
forward. Be active. Support the Shriners 
and their efforts, and financially support 

the Shriners Hospital for Children in 
Salt Lake City (shrinershospitalsforchil-
dren.org). The need is great. Even a few 
recurring dollars will help. Setting up an 
autodraft is as easy as it was for your utility 
bills. But it accomplishes far more than 
powering your PlayStation. It helps a child 
to walk for the first time. 

And when you meet Daizy or any of the 
other Shriners kids whom you’ve helped 
to take steps that they were not able to 
take before, when you see the grin on their 

faces as they realize that now, at last, they 
can run and play like the other kids, I wish 
you luck in keeping your eyes dry. Helping 
each other, my brethren, is no less than the 
meaning of life. As a Mason, as a Shriner, 
you can do this.

Note: This piece first appeared in El Kalah’s The Minaret

Helping each other, my brethren, is no less than the 
meaning of life. As a Mason, as a Shriner, you can do this.
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ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP 
SEMINAR A SUCCESS

Nobles, Ladies and Masons Meet to Learn 
More About Effective Membership Methods

DURING THE FIRST week of Octo-
ber, representatives from 97 temples, 14 
Masonic Grand Lodges, the Scottish Rite, 
Daughters of the Nile, Ladies’ Oriental 
Shrine of North America and DeMolay 
International gathered at the Airport 
Marriott in Tampa, Florida, for the 31st 
annual Membership Seminar. Attendees 
participated in several networking exer-
cises and structured presentations on a 
variety of topics, including Improving 
Masonic Relations, Using WebFez Effi-
ciently, the MDS and I AM R U programs, 
Strengthening Membership Efforts and 
Energizing Temple Meetings.

Illustrating the seminar’s baseball 
theme of “Swinging for the Fences,” 
Imperial Sir Gary Bergenske and Lady 
Anne threw the ceremonial first pitch, 
and kicked off the three-day meeting 
with an inspiring message titled Believe! 
The attendees worked in teams during 
the discussions and break-out sessions. 
Finally, during the closing session, our 
National Patient Ambassador Isabella 
Rose addressed the crowd, knocking her 
inspirational message out of the park.

Always be Aware of Membership
During the seminar, nobles were reminded 
of the importance of being constantly 
mindful of any friends, colleagues or 
family members who would make good 
Shriners – and of referring them to the 
I AM R U program. If every noble refers 
one good man for membership, and he 
follows the process, fraternity mem-
bership would double. The new referral 
process was designed to make it easier 
for our nobles to approach potential 
members. Mentorship can be learned, 
but until the conversation is started, 
there will be no prospects to mentor. 
Successful membership development is 
imperative to the survival of our frater-
nity and its philanthropy.

Seeing the Seminar 
as an Investment
“Attending the membership seminar in 
Tampa is not an expense to a temple; 
it is an INVESTMENT in the temple’s 
future. The information provided will 
allow every temple to improve their 
membership efforts,” said Imperial Sir Jeff 
Sowder, Imperial Membership Chairman. 
“Seeing the excitement of the nobles and 
ladies in attendance is very rewarding to 
everyone who worked so hard to prepare 
for the seminar. At the completion of the 
membership seminar, our goal is to have 
every attendee inspired to go back to 
their temples and enact positive change 
in their membership program.”

151
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14

Nobles

Ladies
Grand Lodges

Members of 
Daughters 
of the Nile

Representatives of the 
Ladies’ Oriental Shrine

The Membership Seminar is a 
critically important element in the 
efforts to increase nobles’ par-
ticipation in their temples, and to 
introduce our great fraternity to 
potential new members.

Representative of Scottish 
Rite Southern Jurisdiction

Representative of 
DeMolay International

We thank Imperial Sir Sowder, his 
committee, and the office of mem-
bership development for their work 
in organizing the outstanding semi-
nar, and for following the vision of 
Honorary Membership Committee 
Chairman Imperial Sir Jack H. Jones.  
We also thank Lady Cheryl Sowder 
for organizing and leading the lady’s 
portion of the event.

This year’s Membership Seminar 
was sponsored by Shriners Interna-
tional Education Foundation, which 
was created earlier this year to support, 
enhance and expand education, training 
and leadership development, especially 
within the fraternity. 

2017 Membership Seminar Statistics
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SHRINER
Spotlight

AWARD

The

SHRINERS ARE COMMITTED 
TO FRATERNITY’S MISSION 

IN RECOGNITION of his outstand-
ing dedication to both the fraternity 
and its philanthropy, Noble Steven 
John Turner of the Dartford Shrine 
Club in the United Kingdom (formerly 
under Almas Shriners, and now under 
Aahmes), was named the recipient of 
the Shriner Spotlight Award for fall 2017. 

Noble Turner is the Immediate Past President, and now Treasurer, 
of the Dartford Shrine Club. According to his nomination, Noble 
Turner “is very keen to cajole the members into taking and maintaining 
an active part, never forgetting the purpose of the Shrine in serv-
ing those less fortunate than ourselves.” In addition to supporting 
Shriners Hospitals for Children, Noble Turner has also developed 
a link with the Children’s Burns Trust in the United Kingdom.

Noble Turner often assists the Club Secretary in communica-
tions with their temple, and with Shriners throughout the United 
Kingdom. He is also the webmaster for the Club’s website.

“As well as encouraging Masonic contacts across the country to 
step up to the Shrine, Noble Turner has also recently developed 
contacts with a number of Brethren based in the UK, but originally 
from the Philippines where the Shrine is thriving,” according to his 
nomination form. “He arranged a meeting in Port Talbot, Wales,  

at which several of these Brethren were admitted, many miles 
indeed from the Club’s home in Dartford.

“All of the effort here is Steven’s own. He thoroughly deserves 
this nomination.”

We thank Noble Turner for his contributions to Shriners Inter-
national and Shriners Hospitals for Children, and congratulate 
him on receiving the Shriner Spotlight Award.

To submit a nomination for the quarterly award, 
please send the name of the person you are 
nominating and why, along with a photo of the 
noble (wearing a fez), to shrinepr@shrinenet.org.

Potentate Dedicated to the Fraternity and Philanthropy
Illustrious Sir Stephen Trimm, Potentate 
of Anah Shriners in Bangor, Maine, knows 
first-hand the difference a Shriner can 
make in the life of a child.

“I was born with a clubfoot, and didn’t 
walk much until I was about 5 years old, 
after being fitted with high, laced shoes 
for support.”

One day, when Steve was about 7 
years old, the local mailman, who was 
also a Shriner, saw Steve trying to keep 
up with the other children and stopped 

to talk to his mother about Shriners Hospitals for Children.

Life-Changing Care
When Steve was about 10, he began receiving treatment at the 
Springfield Shriners Hospital in Massachusetts. He spent three 
months in the hospital at three different times. While he was there 
“the staff not only corrected my foot deformity, but also did plastic 
surgery on my ears, which stuck straight out – something I wasn’t 

very happy about at the time – but it certainly did wonders 
for my self-confidence later in life.

“All the nurses and surgeons were extremely friendly and 
helpful, and I still remember most of their names today, even 
after 55 years. Being away from home was a bit terrifying, but 
thanks to the Melha Shriners, I always had someone to talk to 
and keep me company.”

Becoming a Shriner
In 1999, Steve decided it was time to become a Mason and 
a Shriner, and joined Anah Shriners in 2001. “My goal when I 
joined the fraternity was to say ‘thank you’ to all Shriners, and, as 
a former patient of Shriners Hospitals, I would like to say ‘thank 
you’ one more time. The work we do truly makes a difference.”

He served the temple in many capacities, and was appointed 
to the Divan in 2009. “My proudest moment as a Shriner 
was standing on the stage at the 2017 Imperial Session, 
and nominating Anah Shriners’ very own Randy Rudge for 
Imperial Recorder. To have him on the Imperial Divan is a tip 
of the fez to all Anah Shriners.”

Our Nobles Lead 
and Inspire One 
Another Every Day

Congratulations to  
Noble Steven 
John Turner
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By Robert Hering, Membership 
Chairman, Zor Shriners 

I shared last month about a 
new patient opportunity. The 
point was we never know 
what conversation or activ-
ity is going to make a lasting 
impression and a possible 
referral in the future. 

Enjoy this example of a patient inspired 
to pay it forward to a local club: a young 
boy knew about Shriners through a 
family member, and eventually learned 
about the hospitals through an event 
held at the Twin Cities hospital. The fish 
pond event took place when this boy was 
4 years old, and he returned yearly to 
fish while his family volunteered. Three 
years later this boy was a referral to the 
Twin Cities Shriners Hospital for issues 
with his feet and legs. Lucky for him, 
no surgery was involved, but molds and 
orthotic appointments took place to 
alleviate pain.

Fast forward another three years and 
this fifth-grader started volunteering 
with maintenance on parade go-karts 
for the Road Runners, a Shriners parade 
unit in Wisconsin. This became a regular 
activity for him for two summers. The 
concept of “Paying It Forward” didn’t 
end there. This helpful kid earned his 
Eagle Scout recognition at the age of 
14, for efforts unrelated to his volunteer 
work with the Shriners organizations. 
Each summer, following that great 
achievement, he has enjoyed helping 
patients of our Twin Cities hospital 
fish at a summer camp field trip pro-
vided through the local Shrine club.  

Note: This piece first appeared in Zor Zephyr 

PAYING IT 
FORWARD

What does this have to do with mem-
bership? Shriner participation in public 
events such as parades, circuses, and foot-
ball games is done with hope of bringing 
smiles to faces of all ages in the commu-
nity. Without active members, the local 
Shriner sightings will start to disappear. 
These events are a calling card to the com-
munity that says to the kids: “Shriners are 
fun;" to the parents: “Our hospitals offer 
such great care;" and to the men in the 
crowd: “Ask how you can join us.”

He also returned to go-kart mainte-
nance when he’s not working. While this 
16-year-old is a typical teenager in many 
ways, he has a first-hand appreciation for 
the ability to be active when you have a 
body that allows it.

We really don’t know what the future 
holds for this Shriners Hospitals patient. 
However, as Masons and Shriners, we 
can continue to set an example and 
remember to voice an invitation for young 
men to join our brotherhood sooner, 
rather than later in life. On a side note, it 
would be another proud moment for this 
boy’s family if he continued his interest 
and became a fifth-generation Mason 
and a fifth-generation Shriner. How do 
I know that? I can proudly say this Eagle 
Scout, Adam Johnson, is my grandson.

Do you have a story to tell? Opportu-
nities are everywhere!! Get involved, be 
active and reach out with conversation 
to people of ALL ages. Masons and Shri-
ners pay it forward as a result of those 
who have done the leg work before us. 
Hospital staff pay it forward by providing 
the phenomenal care to kids at a facility 
that is supported by Shriners. Patients 
and families pay it forward in ways that 
are yet to be seen.

PAYING IT FORWARD is the 
term for doing a helpful act and 
asking the recipient to help others 
rather than pay you back.
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Two New Temples in South 
America Under Dispensation

Bolivia Shriners, U.D. – Bolivia 
The members of Bolivia Shriners were drawn to the fraternity because of 

“the Masonic spirit reflected in the love of the neighbor, in fraternal 
environments and in family,” they said. 

Their journey began in 2008, during the World 
Conference of Masonic Grand Lodges held in 

Washington D.C., when they visited Almas 
Shriners and were invited to become 

Shriners. The group operated as the 
Bolivian Shrine Club, under the 

jurisdiction of Almas Shriners, 
before their application for 
temple dispensation was pre-

sented and approved at the 2017 
Imperial Session. 
“The vision and mission of Almas 

Shriners of Washington D.C., has allowed 
us to be born as Shriners and, thanks to 

their ongoing collaboration, we are building 
a temple in Bolivia,” they said. Bolivia Shriners 

has many goals, including “continuing to provide 
opportunities for children to receive medical treat-

ment at Shriners Hospitals, in order to improve their 
quality of life.” 
The temple members are grateful for their relationship 

with our health care system, as they have been able to help 
many local families who have scant economic resources. 
“The doors of Shriners Hospitals are open for those who need it 

most – the children,” they said. “Our direct, permanent and ongoing 
relationship has allowed Bolivian children to receive medical treat-

ment at Shriners Hospitals in Galveston, Philadelphia, Boston and Tampa.”
The nobles of Bolivia Shriners are proud to be part of the fraternity. “To 

reaffirm brotherhood, family, and leadership through the fraternity’s mission is 
our purpose in life,” they said. “Seeing a child's smile is our greatest satisfaction, 
and we are proud to be Shriners.”

Shriners International continues to attract and 
inspire men throughout the world to become part 
of our great fraternity, and share in our efforts to 
make the world a better place. Our values have been 
widely accepted around the globe, which has led 
to phenomenal international interest and growth.

During the 2017 Imperial Session of Shriners 
International in July, petitions for dispensations to 
open new temples in Santa Cruz, Bolivia – as Bolivia 
Shriners, and São Paulo, Brazil – as Amal Shriners, 
were granted, further expanding our global reach. 

In September, representatives of both groups 
traveled to Shriners International Headquarters in 
Tampa, Florida, to participate in on-site training. We 
look forward to watching the growth and develop-
ment of these two new temples. 

Amal Shriners, U.D. – Brazil
The first temple in Brazil, Hikmat Shriners 
in Cuiabá, Mato Grasso, was chartered in 
2015, and was our first temple in South 
America. Now, the Shriners of São Paulo, 
Brazil, are ready for a second temple to 
be established. 

“All good Masons should become Shri-
ners,” said Noble Newton Duarte of Amal 
Shriners, who became a Shriner in March and 
attended the on-site training as the temple’s rep-
resentative. “Our goal is to live a life of purpose, 
and the Shriners fraternity represents a very good 
opportunity to do this. I feel very happy, and very 
proud, to be a Shriner.”

Amal Shriners has been working hard to send 
local children in need of care to Shriners Hospitals 
for Children, and Noble Duarte says, they are still 
determining the best way to accomplish this. It can 
be a very complicated process involving translations 
and international travel arrangements. “As a Shriner 
in Brazil, to live a life of purpose – to find joy in your 
heart – starts with kids,” said Noble Duarte. 

“If you give a child a hug, you give them a brighter 
future. Amal Shriners also aspires to have some kind 
of local medical facility one day, possibly a clinic for 
initial, basic care that can be provided locally. 

“We are working hard to become a great temple 
in Brazil,” said Noble Duarte. “We hope to promote 
the Shriners’ cause, and make life happier for kids. 
We have a job to do.” 

INTERNATIONAL 
GROWTH CONTINUES

NEW TEMPLES 
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
PROGRAMS MAKE A DIFFERENCE
Working to Raise Awareness and Decrease Both Burn Injuries and Bullying

Burn Awareness  
Week is in February
Shriners Hospitals for Children is 
determined to decrease the number of 
preventable pediatric burn injuries by 

raising awareness, and works year-round 
to promote burn awareness and prevention. 
One program in this effort is the annual Burn 
Awareness Week campaign, which began more 
than 20 years ago.

Every year, during the first full week of Feb-
ruary, our public relations efforts emphasize 
Burn Awareness Week, the kickoff of a year-
long educational campaign to increase burn 

awareness and prevention, including offering free 
educational materials via our website. The items, including activity 

books and fact sheets, are designed to be a resource for firefighters, 
teachers, parents and others concerned with the safety and well-being of 
children. Many of the items are available in English, Spanish and French.

The 2018 Burn Awareness Week will take place the 
week of Feb. 4-10. We will once again be using the 
theme “Be Burn Aware,” and focusing on preventing burn 
injuries in the home. Homes are the sites of thousands 
of burn injuries to children every year, including scalds, 
fire-related injuries, and even electrical burns. Many 
of these incidents could have been easily prevented 
by following and implementing some basic safety tips. 

Thank You For Your Efforts
We depend on the efforts of Shriners to raise aware-
ness during Burn Awareness Week. As the kickoff date 
gets closer, temples will receive information meant to 
assist with their local campaigns. We look forward to 
hearing of the creative ways our nobles approached 
this annual campaign. 

We are grateful for all our Shriners’ efforts to pro-
mote this program. For more information, and to access 
our online ordering system, please visit our website, 
beburnaware.org. 

On October 3, to kick off National Bullying Prevention 
Month, Shriners Hospitals for Children launched its 
national anti-bullying campaign, #CutTheBull, which 
continued throughout the month. The effort is part of 
Shriners Hospitals’ commitment to the overall well-being 
of our patients, and seeks to raise awareness of the issue 
of bullying, especially among children with disabilities.

One in four students in the United States reports 
being bullied, and those numbers can be two to three 

times higher for kids with disabilities, according to the National Center for 
Education. This can be due to any number of factors — physical vulnerability, 
difference in physical appearance, social skills deficits and/or emotional dif-
ficulties. Studies also show that most bullying is never reported and can cause 
depression, anxiety and poor academic performance. 

The annual #CutTheBull campaign supports efforts to raise awareness of the 
challenges facing children with disabilities and increase support of the programs 
our hospitals have in place to help patients develop the confidence they need 
to stand up against bullying and see the ability in themselves, and in others. 

Shriners Hospitals for Children Wants to #CutTheBull

For resources to help raise awareness of this important issue, please visit CutTheBull.org. 

Ways you can help 
#CutTheBull
Remember the three “R’s”:

RESPECT: Look beyond 
our differences and 
overcome our fears to 
#SeeTheAbility in everyone.

REACH OUT: Talk to, 
include and get to know 
someone who is being 
treated differently.

RESPOND: If you see 
someone being denigrated 
or teased, do not participate. 
Instead, show support for 
the person and tell an adult.
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Several Hospitals 
Recognized for Excellence 
and Quality in Patient Care

SHRINERS HOSPITALS FOR CHILDREN 
is continuing a long tradition of receiv-
ing recognition for providing the best in 
patient care. For example:

Four Shriners Hospitals for Children loca-
tions received awards from Press Ganey for 
2017. Press Ganey is a consulting firm that 
works with health care organizations to 
help identify best practices to help improve 
safety, quality and patient experiences. 
Our Canada, Greenville and Philadelphia 
hospitals were honored with Guardian of 
Excellence awards in the Patient Experi-
ence/Pediatric Inpatient categories. To 
earn this award, facilities must be ranked 
in the 95th percentile for each reporting 
period of the award year.

Press Ganey recognized Shriners Hospi-
tals for Children — Tampa with a Pinnacle 
of Excellence award in the same category 
of Patient Experience/Pediatric Inpatient. 
To receive this level of recognition, the 
organization must be a top-performing 
location for three consecutive years. 

Providing Top-
Ranked Services 
In the most recent U.S. 
News & World Report Best 
Hospitals survey, Shriners 
Hospitals for Children 
— Northern California is 
ranked 18th in pediatric 
orthopaedics, along with 
UC Davis Children’s Hospi-
tal. The two also share the 
rank of 26th in pediatric urology.

In addition, Shriners Hospitals for 
Children — Salt Lake City (together with 
Primary Children’s Hospital) was ranked 
23rd in pediatric orthopaedics, and our St. 
Louis location (along with St. Louis Chil-
dren’s Hospital – Washington University) 
was ranked 25th.

“At Shriners Hospitals for Children, all 
of our employees are dedicated to our 
core values and to living our mission 
each and every day. The recognition we 
received from Press Ganey and the U.S. 
News & World Report Best Hospitals survey 

validates what we hold near and dear to 
our hearts: our patients and their families. 
We are proud to bring Love to the rescue®,” 
said John McCabe, executive vice presi-
dent, Shriners Hospitals for Children. 

Determining the Best
The Best Children’s Hospitals rankings 
highlight U.S. News & World Report’s top 
50 U.S. pediatric facilities in 10 specialties. 
Rankings are based on a combination of 
clinical data and reputation with pediat-
ric specialists. The pediatric rankings are 
posted online and will be published in the 
U.S. News & World Report “Best Hospitals 
2018” guidebook later this year.

The full rankings and methodol-
ogy are available at usnews.com/
childrenshospitals.

Individual Staff Members 
Also Receive Recognition
Our hospitals are full of award-winning 
staff. For example, Frank Rauch, M.D., 

director of clinical laborato-
ries at Shriners Hospitals for 
Children — Canada was hon-
ored with the The Charles 
Slemenda Award at the 
eighth International Con-
ference on Children's Bone 
Health in Wuerzburg, Ger-
many, in June. The award 
was presented in recogni-
tion of his outstanding 
contribution to children's 

bone research. 
Past recipients include Francis Glo-

rieux, M.D., emeritus director of research 
at Shriners Hospitals for Children — Canada 
(1999) and Michael Whyte, M.D., medical 
and scientific director of the Center for 
Metabolic Bone Disease and Molecular 
Research at our St. Louis hospital (2009). 

We are proud of the work done at all of 
our locations, and of our staff. Recogni-
tions such as these further strengthen the 
reputation of Shriners Hospitals for Chil-
dren as a leader in pediatric health care.

Frank Rauch, M.D.

Francis Glorieux, M.D.

Michael Whyte, M.D.

SHRINERS HOSPITALS 
RECEIVE AWARDS
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IN 1958, a dealer requested that Harley-
Davidson prepare a fleet of FL motorcycles 
for a customer, a local chapter of the 
Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles of the 
Mystic Shrine, now known as the Shriners. 
The 1958 FL models ordered differed from 
the normal production bikes in many ways, 
the most obvious being the paint — a com-
bination of Hollywood Green and Birch 
White that created a unique two-tone bike. 
This creative pairing may have been lost 
to history if the factory hadn’t made one 
too many. Eleven were sent to the dealer, 
and one stayed behind. 

That extra bike is now a part of the 
Harley-Davidson Archives collection. It 
exemplifies a relationship that developed 
between the Motor Company and the 
Shriners — a fun-loving spin-off from the 
Freemasons that was founded in New York 
City in 1872.

Members amused themselves and their 
communities through various activities, 
but became famous for their fantastic and 
colorful street parades. In the late 1800s 
and early 1900s, delighted crowds might 
see the Shriners leading an elephant or 
maybe even astride a camel. After the 
dawn of motor vehicles, watchers could 
look forward to fleets of scooters, the 
motorcycles, and miniature cars.

That two-tone 1958 FL motorcycle is 
the earliest Shriner bike in the Archives 
collection, but bikes became popular with 
members many years before. Images of 
Shriners mounted on gleaming white 
Harley-Davidson models started appearing 

HARLEY-DAVIDSON 
AND THE SHRINERS

in “The Enthusiast” in 1931. These riders 
were escorts for dignitaries, such as the 
Imperial Potentate, the head on the inter-
national Shriners organization.

The first official Shriner motorcycle unit 
was established by a Kansas City, Missouri, 
chapter in 1948. The Ararat Temple unit 
rode in six parades that year on heav-
ily chromed Harley® motorcycles, each 
glowing with 22 multicolored lights. The 
“motorcycle units” grew in popularity, 
and more sprouted up at temples across 
America. Although the Shriners mounted 
many different makes, the motorcycle of 
choice was Harley-Davidson.

There’s no evidence in the Archives 
that the Harley-Davidson factory had 
any role in preparing those motorcycles 
for the Shriners. The green-and-white 
1958 FL is the earliest bike known to have 
been custom ordered from Milwaukee for 
the group.

It wasn’t until 1960s that it became 
clear the company was involved. Harley-
Davidson sponsored an award given to the 
first-place drill team at the annual Shrine 
Convention and Drill Competition. Then 
in 1966, the first page of the Confidential 
Price List sent to dealers included specific 
instructions for ordering fleet vehicles, 
including Shriner bikes. “Each vehicle order 
should be ordered on an individual order 
form. Only in those cases where fleet 
orders are placed, such as Police machines, 
Shrine machines, or golf car fleets should 
more than one vehicle be ordered per 
order form.” It was the first mention of an 

official Harley-Davidson Shriner bike in an 
internal company document.

Many local Shriner chapters today sup-
port motor units on cycle corps. Although 
motorcycle-mounted Shriners love riding, 
their playfulness supports a more serious 
cause. Established in 1920, the Shriners 
Hospitals for Children are the main ben-
eficiaries of the Shriners philanthropy. The 
motor units and cycle corps ride in parades, 
and sponsor events such as “Ride for the 
Kids” to raise money to help fund the 22 
hospitals in America, Canada, and Mexico. 
And since 1966, Harley-Davidson has hon-
ored these philanthropic efforts by offering 
the Shriner motorcycle to its members.
 Still, there are many unanswered ques-
tions. Who were the first Shriners to ride 
Harley motorcycles? When did the com-
pany make its first Shriner motorcycle? 
Like many puzzles about Harley-Davidson 
history, this one may remain unsolved.

Reprinted with the permission of HOG Magazine

Among the collection of Harley-
Davidson® motorcycles in the 
Archives stands a single Hol-
lywood Green and Birch White 
1958 FL Model. Built as part of 
a run made exclusively for the 
Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles 
of the Mystic Shrine, its story is as 
unique as its appearance.

REPRINT
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THE EAST-WEST SHRINE GAME  
is the longest running college all-star 
game in the nation, showcasing the next 
generation of NFL greats while also ben-
efiting Shriners Hospitals for Children.

Once a year, Shriners and their families 
gather in St. Petersburg, Florida, for an 
experience like no other. Where else can 
you enjoy a tropical getaway, mingle with 
professional NFL scouts and coaches, and 
meet college football’s finest athletes? 

Since 1925, the East-West Shrine 
Game has helped support Shriners Hospi-
tals for Children’s mission to improve the 
lives of children. Your support - whether 
by attending, watching live, or donating 
to the game – has helped keep this tradi-
tion strong. 

During game week, players and 
coaches visit the local Shriners Hospi-
tals for Children to meet the patients 
and gain a greater understanding of the 
importance of the game, and experience 
a day they will never forget.

Host a Watch Party and Score a 
Touchdown for the Fraternity 
Looking for a great way to interest new 
or potential members? As Shriners, this is 
your game, so make it part of your mem-
bership campaign. Invite your friends, 
neighbors or co-workers to an East-West 
Shrine Game Watch Party, and watch 
the game live on NFL Network, cheer 
for your favorite college all-stars, debate 
NFL Draft picks, and talk with potential 
new members over tasty snacks and cold 
drinks. Below are some examples of suc-
cessful watch parties to help get your 
party started.

East-West Shrine Game Watch 
Party at Kalurah Shriners
Here’s a watch-party report from Chief 
Rabban David Karre: 

We may be small, but we’re still active 
and having fun as Shriners. Kalurah Shri-
ners in Endicott, New York, may rank 
192nd among the 196 Shriners Interna-
tional temples in membership, but we’re 
still going strong. Located in very rural 
upstate New York, we held our first ever 
(and destined to be annual) East-West 
Shrine Game Watch Party at Aiello’s Res-
taurant in Whitney Point, New York, last 
January. A total of 23 nobles, ladies and 
prospective members attended the pre-
game party and lunch, and stayed to watch 
the game. We held several raffles using the 
goodies sent by headquarters, and raised 
$200 for the Springfield Shriners Hospital. 
A great time was had by all with good 
food, conversation, laughter and drink. 
We all agreed that this needs to become 
an annual event, which we’re sure more 
folks will attend!

We’re planning on doing another Watch 
Party this year with the help of headquar-
ters. Our only concern is - we may need to 
find a larger locale! Party was fun!

Other Watch Party 
Success Stories
Arab Shriners hosted more than 85 mem-
bers, friends and families at their Watch 
Party, which featured a chili cook-off com-
petition judged by three local high school 
coaches who coached in the Kansas Shrine 
Bowl Game. The event was a win for Arab 
Shriners, who gained six new nobles.

7 THE 93RD EAST-WEST 
SHRINE GAME

P JANUARY 20, 2018
0 TROPICANA FIELD 
J ST. PETERSBURG, FL 

Reprinted with the permission of HOG Magazine

THE EAST-WEST SHRINE 
GAME TRADITION

Abou Ben Adhem Shriners hosted more 
than 600 people, including nobles, ladies and 
local community members at their Watch 
Party, which featured a "Shrine Show." At 
the Watch Party, each unit hosted a booth 
with unit information and took part in a 
booth decorating competition, as a fun way 
to connect with potential new members. It 
worked. The temple gained 35 new mem-
bers from this event, and anticipates even 
greater success this January with their 2018 
Watch Party.

Mansfield Shrine Club hosted 30 people 
at their Watch Party, held at a popular sports 
bar and grill. The Club's Watch Party encour-
aged membership and served as a fundraiser 
for the Mansfield Shrine Club's transporta-
tion unit. The Watch Party sparked interest 
with a local news channel, who televised 
the event as a feature story. In addition to 
sharing information about Shriners Hospitals 
for Children's mission and what it means to 
be a Shriner, Mansfield Shrine Club gained 
three new members.

We Can Help
Let us know that you are planning a watch 
party on Jan. 20, and we will provide a watch 
party package to help you promote your event. 

Call 813-281-8686, or email EastWestShrineGame@shrinenet.org for more information.

College All-Star Event is More Than Just 
a Game for Shriners, Players and Patients
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SHRINERS HOSPITALS 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
Former Patient, Kechi, Featured on America’s Got Talent

ON DECEMBER 10, 2005, 16-year-old 
Kechi Okwuchi and 60 of her boarding 
school classmates were flying home to Port 
Harcourt, Nigeria, to be with their families 
for the holidays. After an uneventful flight, 
20 minutes before landing violent turbu-
lence shook the plane and it slammed to 
the ground, killing all but two of its 109 
passengers. Kechi was one of the survivors.

She awoke five weeks later in a South 
African hospital with third-degree burns 
over 65 percent of her body. She spent 
seven months there, fighting to survive. 
Two years after the accident, officials at 
Shell Hospital, Nigeria, contacted Shriners 
Hospitals for Children — Galveston about 
her injuries, knowing the hospital’s interna-
tional reputation for changing the lives of 
children from all over the world who have 
been severely burned.

Kechi arrived at the Galveston Shriners 
Hospital in March 2007. Since then, she 
has had more than 100 surgeries, including 
releases of burn scar contractures, skin 
grafts, adjustments to web spacing between 
her fingers and ear reconstruction.

Fast forward to summer 2017, when 
Kechi began her incredible journey on the 
hit TV show America’s Got Talent, where she 
received an emotional standing ovation 
from the large audience for her powerful 
performance of Ed Sheeran’s Thinking Out 
Loud. Kechi made it through the rounds to 
the show’s finals in September, ultimately 
placing in the top 10. She was also featured 
on the TODAY show, where she gave a 
tour of the Galveston Shriners Hospital and 
talked about her earliest days of treatment 
at the hospital and how the music therapy 
program gave her hope. 

The Healing Power  
of Music Therapy 
Patient care at Shriners Hospitals for 
Children goes far beyond medical 
procedures to heal injuries. Our team 
also focuses helping patients gain the 
inner strength needed to cope with 
changes in their lives caused by their 
injury. All of this, including music 
therapy, is designed to help the chil-
dren recover and thrive emotionally. 

Regular visits from the Galveston 
Shriners Hospital’s music therapist 
gave her the encouragement she 
needed to fight and stay strong, 
Kechi said. She eventually performed 
in concert for her fellow patients, 
which was her first time singing for 
an audience.

“Singing is what helped me sur-
vive,” said Kechi. “Music helped 
me pull through all the emotions 
of surviving the crash and through 
all the surgeries and recovery.” 

A Bright Future Ahead
Kechi graduated in 2015 from the Uni-
versity of St. Thomas in Houston with 
a degree in economics and is currently, 
pursuing an MBA in economics there. Her 
dream is to work for the United Nations 
or the Federal Reserve.

 “Kechi is an inspiration to other burn 
patients and those who provided her care,” 
said Mary Jaco, R.N., MSN, administrator 
at the Galveston Shriners Hospital. 

We look forward to seeing what's next 
for this talented and strong young woman.

“Singing is what helped 
me survive”

To see Kechi's moving performances from America’s Got Talent, please 
visit one of the following: youtu.be/iUP9lehOji0 (her debut performance 
with conversation with Simon Cowell), youtu.be/01JS2BHVkTU (Don’t 
Worry About Me), youtu.be/vgK4oKF0Ne8 (Final performance).

SUCCESS STORY
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FLYING FOR THE FRATERNITY

By Dale Vrsalovich
Membership Chairman and 
Assistant Rabban, Afifi Shriners

IMAGINE MY DELIGHT when I was con-
tacted by my friend and fellow noble, Chris 
Burgess, about a chance to help a fellow 
noble at an air show. Burgess and I met at 
the Membership Seminar in October 2016 
in Tampa, Florida, and he knew just who 
to call to help. I’ve loved planes my whole 
life, and soon I was talking on the phone 
with Noble Steven Bennett from El Korah 
Shriners in Boise, Idaho.

Bennett, an airline pilot, explained an 
idea that had been brewing in his head 
since becoming a Shriner:

“I became a Shriner, like most of us 
do, because of the fellowship and a deep 
desire to help children with our hospitals. 
As a professional pilot, it is sometimes hard 
for me to get to meetings and difficult for 
me to further our fraternity. What can I do 
to contribute? One of my hobbies is aero-
batic flight and competition. Could I do 
air shows to promote our hospitals? As it 
turns out, competition aerobatics is not the 
same as air show flying. There is a lengthy 
process to go through to become certified 
to fly in a show. I worked for about three 
years to prepare for certification. I finally 
received the requirements in 2015. My 
mission is a simple one: to educate the 
general public about the Shriners fraternity 
and the Shriners Hospitals for Children.”

Bennett performs in a beautiful Christen 
Eagle II and he does it with a big smile on 
his face, and a smiling camel wearing a fez 
on the plane’s tail! Further, he flies repre-
senting Shriners Hospitals for Children.

The Air Show is  
a Huge Success
The air show Bennett 
contacted me about was 
the 19th Annual Olympic 
Air Show at Olympia Regional 
Airport next to the state capi-
tal of Washington. Thousands 

attended the two-day show over Father’s 
Day weekend. In preparation, and after 
several conversations with Bennett, I 
organized a team of nobles and an info 
booth to share our story about Shriners 
Hospitals. The Christen Eagle II was parked 
next to our booth and Bennett was able 
to answer questions about his aircraft and 
show, while our team fielded questions 
about our hospitals and fraternity.

Each day, the Christen Eagle would fly 
and do loops, barrel rolls, inverted flight 
and tumbles. Bennett is a credit to his 
profession of 30 years. He took an oppor-
tunity to learn aerobatic flying in 2006 and 
hasn’t looked back. He’s entered numer-
ous competitions and actually won his 

first! Bennett joined El Korah Shriners 
in 2009 and has blended his love for 

the fraternity with his love for flying. 
As he flies, the announcer shares 

Bennett’s biography and 
finishes with a para-

graph about Shriners 
Hospitals for Children.
During the show, the 

nobles of Afifi Shriners were 
happy to help Bennett with 

our info booth and camaraderie, and ended 
up gaining four prospects. How’s that for a 
nice blend of P.R. and membership in one 
event? And we all received the bonus of 
seeing some vintage aircraft and newer 
jets, along with helicopters and various 
military displays.

Assisting in the info booth for Afifi 
Shriners were Chief Rabban Ed Woods; 
myself, Assistant Rabban Dale Vrsalov-
ich, and my Lady Keely; High Priest and 
Prophet Joseph McAlister, and his Lady 
Jennifer; and Nobles Franklin Gallup, 
Snuffy Smith and Harry Howell, who is a 
former patient of Shriners Hospitals for 
Children — Portland.

Bennett plans on doing a handful of air 
shows every year, entertaining the crowd 
and spreading the word about the hospi-
tals. His last show was The Air Show of 
the Cascades in Madras, Oregon, on Aug. 
25 and 26, and he also had a booth at the 
Gowen Thunder Air Show in Boise, Idaho, 
on Oct. 14 and 15.
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BACK TO THE BEACH!
IMPERIAL SESSION 2018

Whether you are returning or coming for the 
first time to Daytona Beach, our world

famous beaches, excellent facilities, and 
friendly people are anxiously 

awaiting your arrival.


