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The 143rd Imperial Session takes place next 
month. Your fraternity’s single most important 
event of the year is the fraternal version of a 
family reunion. It is the perfect opportunity to 
strengthen or renew your connection with your 
fraternity and your fellow Shriners. Session is a 
wonderful event for your family to attend – with 
plenty of fun-filled activities for everyone. Come 
and be part of the fellowship and that special 
brand of Shriner fun and camaraderie. We hope 
to see each of you in Daytona Beach, Florida, July 
9-13, and look forward to sharing this unique and 
spectacular event with you.

This is my final message as Imperial Potentate 
for this publication. I want to take this opportunity 
to thank you for your support this Imperial Year. 
Lady Ethel and I have been honored to serve as 
your Imperial Potentate and First 

Lady, and are truly grateful for the friendship, 
kindness and guidance we experienced through-
out the year. If it were possible, we would thank each 
of you individually for your loyalty and dedication 
to the missions of Shriners International and 
Shriners Hospitals for Children®. Please trust 
that all your efforts were and will continue to be 
greatly appreciated.

As we move into a new Imperial Year, I encour-
age each of you to be active in your fraternity, and 
your philanthropy. Remember that these are your 
organizations, and yours to influence and improve.

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to 
serve as your Imperial Potentate, and for all you do 
for Shriners International and Shriners Hospitals 
for Children.

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR  
PUBLIC RELATIONS CHAIRMAN

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR  
IMPERIAL POTENTATE

There are many reasons to be proud of the his-
tory and legacy of Shriners International, our 
great fraternity. It was the vision of our founders, 
brothers and leaders that led to our unique orga-
nization that combines fun and fellowship with 
the Masonic principles of brotherhood, relief and 
truth. It was also their compassion and generosity 
that created our world-renowned and respected 
philanthropy, Shriners Hospitals for Children.

As Shriners, we are responsible for the future of 
both Shriners International and Shriners Hospitals. 
Each of us should be proud and honored to be 
part of these amazing organizations – and their 
missions – and want to leave them to the next 
generation stronger than we found them.

Today, we have just about half as many nobles 
supporting a network of 22 hospitals as we had 
to support the very first Shriners Hospital. The 
only way to strengthen our fraternity is to increase 
our membership.

It’s been said many times: Increasing our mem-
bership is the responsibility of each noble. We 
need to do more than just acknowledge those 
words – we need to mean them; we need to 
live them. The future of our fraternity and our 
philanthropy, including the patients and families 
who come to us for help, depends on it.

This will be my last message for this publication 
as Public Relations Chairman. I’m asking you to 
take the issue of increasing membership to heart, 
and commit to doing your part to reverse the 
trend of declining numbers. If you aren’t sure 
how you can help, please talk with your temple’s 
membership chairman or contact the office of 
membership development at membership@
shrinenet.org or 813-281-0300.

We know we can depend on you.
 

Yours in the faith,

Yours in the faith,

Gary J. Bergenske
Imperial Chief Rabban, 
Public Relations 
Committee Chairman

Chris L. Smith
Imperial Potentate

DEAR FELLOW NOBLES,

DEAR FELLOW NOBLES,



 3shrinersinternational.org

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

ABOUT OUR FRATERNITY 
Shriners International, a fraternity based on fun, fellowship and the 
Masonic principles of brotherly love, relief and truth, founded Shriners 
Hospitals for Children as its official philanthropy in 1922. What began 
as one hospital is now a world-renowned health care system with 
22 locations in three countries. The fraternity, which has nearly 200 
temples in several countries and thousands of clubs around the world, 
continues to support this unique health care system. 

ABOUT OUR PHILANTHROPY
Shriners Hospitals for Children is one of the largest pediatric sub-
specialty health care systems in the world, with locations in the U.S., 
Canada and Mexico. The staff at our 22 locations is dedicated to 
improving the lives of children by providing pediatric specialty care, 
conducting innovative research, and offering outstanding teaching 
programs for medical professionals.

shrinershospitalsforchildren.org

facebook.com/ShrinersHospitalsforChildren

twitter.com/shrinershosp

youtube.com/user/shrinershospitals

instagram.com/shrinershospitals

facebook.com/shrinersinternational

twitter.com/shriners

youtube.com/ShrinersTV

instagram.com/shrinersinternational
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About the Cover:
NASCAR driver David Ragan (left, front row) joins fellow Shriners at a 
race-themed auction benefiting Shriners Hospitals for Children. The 
event was sponsored by Bahia Shriners of Orlando, Florida, and held 
at the Main Street Station in Daytona Beach, Florida. Ragan attends 
the event every year, and has also named Shriners Hospitals his char-
ity of choice. We appreciate the many ways all Shriners support their 
philanthropy. Photo Credit: Harry Reiter
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CONTINUING THE TRADITION
Celebrating and Honoring Our Shriner Legacy Families

AMARA SHRINERS’  
FIRST LEGACY
Legacy – the tie that binds family men 
together. This is the story of a grandfather, 
a father and a son, who became the first 
to join the Shriners International Legacy 
Program from for Amara Shriners in Palm 
Beach Gardens, Florida.

Born in 1929 in Nanticoke, Pennsylva-
nia, Donald Stanley Everett (Don) began his 
Masonic journey at the Fairless Hills #776 
Masonic Lodge in Fairless Hills, Pennsyl-
vania, where he is now a Past Master and 
a 62-year Mason.

Everett first began his Shriners Interna-
tional membership at Crescent Shriners 
in Trenton, New Jersey, on June 7, 1969. 
Upon retirement to South Florida, he peti-
tioned for affiliation to Amara Shriners in 
1987. In another "first" for Amara Shriners, 
in 1998, Everett became the first widower 
to be elected Potentate.

Among Everett’s many accomplishments 
at the temple are serving as Recorder, Trea-
surer, Chairman for Bingo and the Temple 
Lounge, Chaplain, New Member Instruc-
tor/Mentor, Shrine Club Coordinator, and 
Executive Aide to Illustrious Sir Ed Elgin. 
Together, Everett and Elgin instituted a 
Necrology Service at Amara Shriners. 

Currently, Everett belongs to Amara 
Shriners, Palm Beach Gardens Masonic 
Lodge, the Scottish Rite, and the Royal 
Order of Jesters, and is an Emeritus 
member of Shriners Hospitals for Chil-
dren after logging more than 100 trips 
transporting patients to appointments.

Thanks to countless hours of devo-
tion to his fraternity brothers, events and 
leadership, and maintaining the temple’s 
building and grounds, Everett was honored 
on May 31, 2008, when Amara Shriners 
named their auditorium after him. Many 
events are held in what is now known as 
the Donald Everett Auditorium, where a 
plaque prominently hangs.

FRATERNAL BONDS
Everett’s son-in-law, Michael Gauger, 
proudly followed suit by joining Wel-
lington Lodge #387, which merged with 
Bykota #333 Masonic Lodge in Lake Worth, 
Florida, with his father-in-law serving as his 
escort during his Master Mason Degree 
in 1989. Gauger joined Amara Shriners in 
April 1993, and was made an Ambassador 
at Large in 2013, an honor he still holds.

Gauger continued to follow in his father–in-
law’s footsteps by joining the Scottish Rite 
and shortly after, the York Rite. The crowning 
highlight of his Masonic journey was receiving 
the Knight Commander of the Court of Honor 
(KCCH) in November 2015.

Gauger’s son (Everett’s grandson), Mike Gauger, 
continued the tradition by becoming a member 
of Bykota Lodge #333 in 2012. The young Mike 
Gauger was escorted by his father and raised 
by his grandfather. Mike proudly became a 
Shriner during the 2016 Spring Ceremonial at 
Amara Shriners, completing the family’s circle of 
legacy. Mike now carries the baton to continue 
the family’s fraternal tradition.

We encourage everyone to continue the 
tradition in their family and strengthen their 
fraternal legacy by joining the Shriners Legacy 
Program. Register on Shriners Village today.

SINCE 1872, Shriners International has been a fraternity based on fun, fellowship 
and the Masonic principles of brotherly love, truth and relief. To continue this historic 
tradition from one generation to the next, our fraternity encourages its members to 
join the Shriners Legacy Program, and share the tradition with those closest to them.

The Legacy Program helps strengthen the fraternal bond within our families, and 
honor the many men before us who laid the foundation of our great fraternity. All 
nobles within a family, both those who are still living and those who have passed 
including sons, sons-in-law, brothers, uncles, grandfathers etc., are eligible to become 
part of the Legacy Program.
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From left to right: Michael Gauger Jr., Michael 
Gauger Sr., and Donald Everett, P.P. The men are 
wearing custom shirts that grandson Michael 
Gauger Jr. had made with the Legacy logo, which 
he presented to his father and grandfather on 
Father's Day.

From left to right: Donald Everett, P.P., Michael Gauger 
Jr., and Michael Gauger Sr. at the Spring Ceremonial 
where Michael Jr.’s grandfather and father presented 
him with his fez.
 



50 YEARS OF SUPPORT

 5shrinersinternational.org

CELEBRATING 50 
YEARS OF CARING
The Country Shrine Club Golf Invitational 
Supports Shriners Hospitals for Children

IN 1968, A GROUP OF MEMBERS 
OF THE MEDINAH COUNTRY CLUB, 
which was founded by Medinah Shriners 
of Addison, Illinois, formed the Country 
Shrine Club, which began a legacy of 
decades of golf and donations to Shriners 
Hospitals for Children. The Country Shrine 
Club members began their effort with a 
$1,000 donation to Shriners Hospitals for 
Children from an invitational golf event 
held on Medinah Country Club’s champi-
onship golf course No. 3.

Fast forward to this year – May 22, 2017, 
officially marked 50 consecutive years of 
golf invitationals that have resulted in more 
than $2.5 million in contributions to Shri-
ners Hospitals for Children, especially the 
Chicago Shriners Hospital.

These 50 consecutive years of donations 
would not have been possible without the 
dedication of countless Country Shrine Club 
members and their guests from around 
the Chicago area, and, as the event grew, 
from all over the United States. Moreover, 
it would not have been possible without 
the support from the boards of directors, 
members, golf professionals, and staff of 
Medinah Country Club who have supported 
the event every year, since the beginning.

HISTORY
The invitational has evolved from a small 
gathering of Country Shrine Club mem-
bers and their guests on course No. 3, to 
an event that includes two golf courses, 
as well as a 36-hole Illinois Junior Golf 
Association (IJGA) event.

As the event became more popular, 
primarily because of access to course 
No. 3, which by 1975 had hosted its 
second US Open, the format evolved to 
a pro-am event, with head profession-
als or top assistants participating with 
Country Shrine Club or Medinah members 
and their guests. Subsequently, the local 

professionals began bring-
ing teams to compete. 
While this format was suc-
cessful for several years, as 
other clubs began to host 
outings on their courses, 
access to head profession-
als became harder to obtain. Thus, the 
Country Shrine Club members switched 
to an all-amateur invitational event. Prizes 
were awarded for low team gross score, 
low individual score, closest to the pin and 
longest drive. Eventually, low net team 
and low individual score were added, and 
trophies replaced prizes for most of the 
winners. This format continues today.

During the last decade, there has been 
an emphasis on women and juniors play-
ing golf. The Country Shrine Club made 
both trends part of its tournaments.  

Women were welcomed to play along-
side men in the regular invitational, with 
most playing with their spouses on course  
No. 1. Juniors held their own event, a 
36-hole stroke play event planned for and 
managed by the IJGA. This event attracted 
approximately 100 boys and 30 girls, who 
qualified under IJGA guidelines to play two 
of Medinah’s golf courses. This event now 
attracts the best Illinois golfers, some of 
whom go on to play college golf. As an 
additional benefit, the IJGA donates most 
of the entry fees to the Country Shrine 
Club. To date, the IJGA has donated more 
than $100,000.

THE PEOPLE WHO  
MAKE IT POSSIBLE
The story of the invitational would not be 
complete without the mention of several 
individuals who make the event what it 
has become today: Leonard Japp, who 
was the first chairman of the invitational 
in 1968; Ron Hospoda, who was a caddie, 
then a Medinah valet, and is currently the 
manager of the valet team; Lou Zorko, 
who has participated in every tournament 
since 1968; and Roger Klouda, a Shriner 
from Iowa who has brought at least one 
group to the event each year for the past 
38 years. 

If you are interested in joining in the event, please contact  
Jim Grosskopf at cscgolf@att.net to obtain an application.
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The Shriner Spotlight Award
Congratulations to Mike Keys,  

Our Newest Shriner Spotlight Award Recipient

SHRINER
Spotlight

AWARD

The

About the Award
The Shriner Spotlight Award 
nomination process is open 
to all of our temples and 
hospitals throughout the 
year, and the award is pre-
sented quarterly.

Personal displays of leader-
ship, consistent participation 
in temple activities and 
efforts, dedication to mem-
bership initiatives, and/or 
contributions to the health 
care system, all contribute to 
consideration for the award.

To honor these exceptional 
nobles, each Shriner Spot-
light Award recipient will be 
highlighted in our publica-
tions and featured on our 
websites and in social media. 
In addition, the honoree will 
receive a signed plaque from 
the Imperial Potentate and a 
commemorative pin.

IN RECOGNITION OF HIS OUTSTANDING DEDI-
CATION TO BOTH THE FRATERNITY AND ITS 
PHILANTHROPY, Noble Mike Keys of Karnak Shriners 
in Dollard des Ormeaux, Quebec, Canada, was named the 
recipient of the Shriner Spotlight Award for spring 2017.

“Mike Keys is a true Shriner,” said Illustrious Sir John 
C. McDonald, 2007 Potentate of Karnak Shriners. “He 
believes in and lives one of our most important principles, 
service to others. He has served as the chairman of Karnak 
Shriners’ Annual Canadian Shrine Football Game, and he 
and his committee are approaching the $1 billion mark 

with this year’s event.” According to Illustrious Sir McDonald, this event helps 
to make the predominantly French-speaking population of Quebec aware of 
both Shriners International and Shriners Hospitals for Children. There are many 
additional activities that support the game in other ways, and, “the potential for 
recruiting future Shriners is great,” he said.

Noble Keys is also extremely active in membership efforts. He has sponsored 
and/or encouraged many members of his lodge and community to become 
Shriners, and has welcomed at least 10 new members to Karnak Shriners. “In 
fact,” said Illustrious Sir McDonald, “one of the nobles that he brought in is now 
the Chief Rabban of Karnak, and another is the Recorder. All of those he has 
recruited are now active members, particularly in the Karnak Motor Corps.”

Noble Keys has served as president of the Motor Corps twice, and has served 
as the unit captain for three years. He and his wife, Susan, started the weekly 
Motorcycle Run for the members of the unit, which began its fourth year this 
spring. They also, as a group, make the trip to Quechee, Vermont, to participate 
in the Northeast Shrine Football Game. He was on the committee that procured 
new vehicles for the unit, and worked out an arrangement with Honda to supply 
and sponsor the units.

Noble Keys is also a founding member of the Hudson Shrine Club, and served 
as its first vice president. This club helps spread the Shriners message by partici-
pating in community activities, such as the Santa Claus Parade, the St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade and Canada Day. Through their efforts, general awareness about the 
Shriners organizations has greatly increased in their community.

“Noble Keys has been active and contributed since his first day as a Karnak 
noble,” said Imperial Sir McDonald. “And all of those he has recruited have 
become true Shriners, as well.”

We thank Noble Keys for his contributions to Shriners International and 
Shriners Hospitals for Children, and congratulate him on receiving the Shriner 
Spotlight Award.

SHRINER SPOTLIGHT
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HOW TO NOMINATE A NOBLE YOU KNOW  
FOR THE SHRINER SPOTLIGHT AWARD

To submit a nomination for the quarterly award, please send the name of the 
person you are nominating and why, along with a photo of the noble (wearing 
a fez), to shrinepr@shrinenet.org.
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BASEBALL CLASSIC
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THE 2017 SHRINERS HOSPITALS 
FOR CHILDREN COLLEGE CLASSIC

Three-day 
Tournament 
Breaks Attendance 
Records and is a 
Great Success

The three-day baseball tournament fea-
tured the University of Mississippi, Baylor 
University, Texas Tech University, Texas 
A&M University, Texas Christian University 
and Louisiana State University. The tour-
nament was televised by the FOX Sports 
family of networks, and streamed live on 
FOX Sports GO.

AN IMPORTANT  
BASEBALL TRADITION 
The College Classic is regarded as one of 
the top collegiate baseball tournaments 
in the nation, and continues to draw fans, 
top-ranked programs and scouts from 
every major league organization each 
year. Since 2001, this prestigious event 
has hosted 30 different NCAA Division 1 
baseball programs, including Ole Miss in 
2017. The College Classic has hosted two 
eventual College World Series champions, 
and this year marked the seventh time it 
has hosted the number one team in pre-
season polls. 

The invitation-only tournament once 
again had a strong lineup in 2017, and 
featured a Big 12 Conference versus South-
eastern Conference format, as Baylor, TCU 
and Texas Tech competed against LSU, 
Ole Miss and Texas A&M. In fact, this 
year’s lineup was possibly the strongest 

in the tournament’s 17-year 
history – five of the six teams 
were ranked in the 2017 Collegiate 
Baseball Newspaper Fabulous 40 NCAA® 
Division 1 pre-season poll.

At the conclusion of the 2017 Shriners 
Hospitals for Children College Classic, TCU 
was named Tournament Champion, with a 
perfect 3-0 record on the weekend. 

The attendance total of 53,565 broke 
the 17-year record as the most attended 
Shriners Hospitals for Children College 
Classic ever. Shriners Hospitals for Chil-
dren will receive a $46,334 donation from 
the Astros Foundation, equivalent to the 
number of tickets/weekend passes sold.

Two plays from the event were featured 
on ESPN SportsCenter's Top 10. Event 
highlights included a 15-inning instant 
classic between Texas A&M and TCU, 
which set the record for the longest game 
in Minute Maid Park history. Baylor also 
had a comeback victory over Texas A&M 
on a walk-off grand slam.

A First Pitch Luncheon was held on 
March 2 at Minute Maid Park, and fea-
tured participating head coaches and 
our patient ambassador, Alec, who also 
served as in-stadium reporter. Addition-
ally, the Baylor and LSU teams joined 
together for a visit to Shriners Hospitals 
for Children — Houston.

THANK YOU FOR  
YOUR SUPPORT
We are grateful to the six participating 
teams and all those who came out to 
Minute Maid Park for the 2017 Shriners 
Hospitals for Children College Classic, 
along with those who tuned in to watch 
this incredible event at home. We would 
also like to thank our amazing volunteers, 
who were a key part of the event’s success.

“Through the support of the Astros 
Foundation and these college baseball 
programs, we are able to share the story 
of Shriners Hospitals for Children with 
passionate groups of fans, students and 
alumni across the country,” said Dustin 
Johnson, sport marketing, Shriners Hos-
pitals for Children. “We look forward to 
growing this initiative and showcasing the 
successes of our patients throughout the 
Shriners Hospitals health care system.”

The lineup for the 2018 Shriners Hos-
pitals for Children College Classic, taking 
place March 2-4, has been announced, 
and will feature the University of Houston, 
Sam Houston State, Louisiana-Lafayette, 
University of Kentucky, Mississippi State, 
and Vanderbilt.

ON MARCH 3-5, the 2017 Shriners Hospitals for Children College 
Classic returned to Minute Maid Park, the home of the Astros, in 
Houston, Texas. This event was a collaborative effort between Shriners 
Hospitals for Children and the Astros Foundation.
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AT THE CENTER OF EVERY  
SHRINER IS A MASON
The Principal Tenets of Freemasonry: 
Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth

Our fraternity was founded on the Masonic principles of brotherly 
love, relief and truth, with, of course, the added element of fun – with 
a purpose. These fundamental values are the core of Shriners Inter-
national, and guide our organization’s every effort.

As we all know, after being raised to the Sublime Degree of Master 
Mason, there are several other organizations that a Master Mason may 
join, including, of course, Shriners International. While each of these 
appendant organizations has its own purpose, they are ultimately 
tied to the others by the basic tenets of Masonry, which unite us all 
as members of the Masonic family.

 Because of this, it is important that we take the time to reflect back 
on these principal tenets, and remember what it means to be a Mason. 

RELIEF 

Relief is often thought of as purely a form of charity, but 
there is an even greater, all-encompassing meaning to 
relief in Masonry. There are additional reasons a person 
may be suffering, other than just financially. He may be 
lonely, or have work or family problems bringing him down, 
and helpful advice or simply someone to talk to may be all 
the relief he needs. According to this tenet of Masonry, to 
relieve the distressed is an obligatory duty of all men. As 
Masons, we aim to sympathize, to console, and to restore 
peace to troubled minds whenever possible.

BROTHERLY LOVE
Brotherly love is one of the closest connections that exists 
between two people. This concept indicates we must be 
willing to overlook trivial criticisms or differences, and 
strive to always see the good in our brothers that will 
make us love them. We must put aside our biases and 
remember, “All men are my Brethren,” and that, “By the 
exercise of brotherly love we are taught to regard the 
whole human species as one family, the high and low, 
the rich and poor, who are taught to aid, support, and 
protect each other.”

TRUTH
In Masonry, to be good and true is one of the first les-
sons. Masons must always endeavor for truth, both 
within themselves and in their interactions with others. 
Masonry demands high moral standards, and its mem-
bers strive to uphold these principles in their public 
and private lives. Without truth, there would be no 
foundation for trust and fellowship.

 Overall, although many expanded definitions of the 
three principal tenets exist, at its center, the teaching 
of Freemasonry instills in its members a moral and ethi-
cal approach to life; and, as Masons, we must always 
strive for these values to guide us in our everyday lives.

 “Investing in the Masonic youth of 
today will help perpetuate the Masonic 

fraternity of tomorrow.”
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Leaders of Shriners International and Masonry enjoyed the chance 
to meet together during the Frank S. Land Memorial Breakfast, 
held during the annual Conference of Grand Masters. Left to right: 
Imperial Sir Chris Smith, Imperial Potentate, Shriners International; 
Bro. Gabriel Jones-Gallardo, International Congress Secretary; Bro. 
Braden Zimmerman, International Master Councilor; Dad William 
“Bill” Sardone, Grand Master of DeMolay International.
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For more information,  
visit demolay.org.

Membership development is critical to the 
future of both Shriners International and 
Shriners Hospitals for Children, and one of 
the most natural prospects for membership 
recruitment is a young man who has been 
introduced to Masonry, and has a positive 
regard for its tenets. 

Becoming involved with DeMolay 
International, a Masonic-sponsored, char-
acter-building organization for young men 
ages 12 to 21, is a great way to expand 
recruitment efforts. DeMolay not only has 
the potential for becoming a charitable 
endeavor for your temple, but it can also 
be a vital source for future membership 
development, and Shriners International is 
working hard to cultivate that relationship.
 

ABOUT DEMOLAY 
INTERNATIONAL
DeMolay International was founded by 
“Dad” Frank Sherman Land, an active and 
exemplary Mason with deep roots in his 
Kansas City community, and a genuine 
regard for others. These values led him 
to found the Order of DeMolay, an orga-
nization dedicated to helping young men 
develop civic and personal responsibility, 
as well as leadership and life skills.

 In its 98-year history, countless 
members of DeMolay have joined their 
sponsoring Masonic lodges, and served 
in positions of leadership in appendant 
Masonic bodies. In fact, like many upstand-
ing Masons, “Dad Land” became a Shriner 
(Ararat Shriners), and ultimately served as 
our Imperial Potentate during the 1954-
1955 Imperial Year.

Investing in Today’s Masonic Youth 
Preserves Tomorrow’s Masonic Fraternity

 This year, Imperial Sir Chris Smith is 
the fourth Senior DeMolay – a member of 
the Order of DeMolay who has attained 
his 21st birthday – to serve the Shriners 
fraternity as Imperial Potentate, following 
Imperial Sirs Raoul Frevel (2004 – 2005), 
Nick Thomas (2006 – 2007) and Doug 
Maxwell (2008 – 2009).

 Imperial Sir Smith cites his experiences 
in DeMolay as having laid the foundation 
for his life and Masonic success.

 “DeMolay has been an important, 
formative part of my life,” said Imperial 
Sir Smith. “I am very proud of the strong 
connection and commitment between 
Shriners International and DeMolay.

 “When we look around, it makes us ask 
the question: where would we be today 
if many of our members had not been 
involved in DeMolay as young men? Are 
we investing in the best resource for our 
future by being involved with this wonder-
ful youth organization? In my opinion, it is 
the future of Shriners International.”

 

STRENGTHENING OUR 
RELATIONSHIP
DeMolay International proclaimed March 
2017 to be “DeMolay Month,” and as 
part of its celebration, all new DeMolay 
members initiated during the month were 
included as a part of a special class of 
members named in honor of Imperial Sir 
Smith. Every new DeMolay received a per-
sonal letter from the Imperial Potentate, 
offering congratulations and encourage-
ment. They also each received a Shriners 
pocket petition, meant to be given to the 
new DeMolay’s favorite male advisor or 
family member.

 We encourage our temples to recognize 
nobles who are Senior DeMolays. This 
is a great opportunity to establish new 
DeMolay chapters or identify potential 
future Masonic and Shriners Legacies by 
recommending Shriners’ sons and grand-
sons who are of the proper age to join. 
Local contact information for DeMolay 
leaders can be found at demolay.org.

 “I would, respectfully, but strongly, 
request each temple to thoughtfully 
consider sponsoring a DeMolay chapter,” 
said Imperial Sir Smith. “We must make a 
serious commitment by investing in the 
future with a long term plan. I urge you 
to contact the executive officer in your 
state or province and determine how you 
can help.”

 Not only do the tenets of DeMolay 
provide young men with a foundation that 
will serve them well later in life, but active 
sponsorship and support of DeMolay will 
also provide great promotion and exposure 
of Masonry and Shriners International for 
future membership development. 

“DeMolay provides moral lessons to 
young men, so that they may be better citi-
zens – leaders, husbands, fathers – when 
the time comes,” said R.J. “Jody” Meguiar 
membership communication coordinator 
of Shriners International. Meguiar is also 
the DeMolay Executive Officer for the 
Jurisdiction of Florida.

 “It is a statistical fact that when DeMo-
lays are introduced to positive Masonic 
awareness, they are more likely to join 
the lodge when they become of age. This 
translates to further membership in the 
other Masonic organizations, like Shriners 
International.

 “Investing in the Masonic youth of today 
will help perpetuate the Masonic fraternity 
of tomorrow.”

HOW CAN SHRINERS 
GET INVOLVED?

  � Recommend a young man 
for membership in DeMolay

 � Invite local DeMolay 
chapters to your temple

 � Establish a DeMolay unit

 � Sponsor a DeMolay chapter 
at your temple



CYPRUS STORY

Shriner Magazine: Pride and Tradition10 

THE PHILANTHROPY 
AND FRATERNITY IN 
CYPRUS Hospital’s Outreach Work Leads 

to Establishment of a Shrine Club

While Shriners Hospitals for Children only has 
22 brick-and-mortar locations in the U.S., Canada 
and Mexico, our staff shares its compassion and 
expertise across the world. Our physicians and cli-
nicians routinely travel domestically and abroad 
to provide medical care to both new and current 
patients, as well as share their knowledge with the 
local medical communities.

The health care system holds more than 120 
outreach clinics annually in a wide range of places, 
including the island of Cyprus.

Staff from our Springfield hospital has been pro-
viding orthopaedic care to the children of Cyprus 
since 1979. Every October, a team of physicians and 
clinicians travel to the island to examine prospec-
tive patients and provide follow-up care to current 
patients. In 2016, more than 300 patients were seen 
over a four-day period at the clinic, held at Nicosia 
General Hospital. During the clinic, staff and volun-
teers from the George and Thelma Paraskevaides 
Foundation assisted with language interpretation 
and other tasks.

 This clinic is part of an amazing 35-year partner-
ship between the Springfield Shriners Hospital and 
the George and Thelma Paraskevaides Foundation, 
with the full support of the Republic of Cyprus 
Ministry of Health, the Nicosia General Hospital and 
the Cyprus Friends of Shriners Hospitals for Chil-
dren — Springfield. In addition to providing care for 
the children, medical education for local physicians 
and medical students is also provided through an 
educational affiliation with the University of Nicosia 
Medical School, which is also associated with St. 
George’s University of London. This affiliation began 
in 2016. An additional educational affiliation with 
the European University Cyprus School of Medicine 
began after the 2016 clinic.

 During the 2016 outreach clinic, 
medical students shadowed the physi-
cians from Springfield, including David 
M. Drvaric, M.D., emeritus chief of 
staff, who has played an integral role 
at this clinic since 1993. Also, Prerana 
Patel, M.D., a pediatric orthopaedic and 
spine surgeon at Shriners Hospitals for 
Children — Springfield, gave a lecture 
on scoliosis at the University of Nicosia 
Medical School.

7

HELPING THOUSANDS OF CHILDREN 
Over the years, more than 15,000 Cypriot children have 
received care at the clinics, and more than 3,500 have been 
treated at the Springfield Shriners Hospital, said Noble 
Costas Paraskevaides, executive director of the Paraskev-
aides Foundation, and president of the Alasia Shrine Club 
of Cyprus. The Foundation has funded the clinics since 
the beginning, covering travel, housing and meals for the 
Springfield team, as well as the travel and other expenses 
of Cypriot families who receive care at the Springfield 
Shriners Hospital. In addition to the clinics, the Springfield 
hospital staff uses telemedicine to check on its patients in 
Cyprus on a quarterly basis. The telemedicine sessions are 
conducted via the Foundation, which provides all necessary 
hardware and personnel.

THE INTERCONNECTION OF OUR  
FRATERNITY AND PHILANTHROPY
This long-standing connection, along with a deep apprecia-
tion and understanding of the Shriners Hospitals’ work and 
mission eventually led to interest in the Shriners fraternity, 
and establishment of the Alasia Shrine Club of Cyprus, the 
first-ever Shrine club in Cyprus. Noble Costas Paraskevaides 
became a Shriner last spring in Italy, where he met Noble 
Paul Curran, Past Potentate of Emirat Shriners in Heidelberg, 
Germany, and the two led the effort to form the new club.

The health care system holds 
more than 120 outreach clinics 

annually in a wide range of places, 
including the island of Cyprus.

Prerana Patel, M.D.

The famous "Editorial Without Words" stands 
outside Shriners Hospitals for Children — 
Springfield, welcoming all who enter.
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 “The Springfield Shriners Hospital 
has been holding outreach clinics to 
help the children of Cyprus for 35 years. 
The establishment of the Alasia Shrine 
Club in Cyprus last October is a perfect 
example of the interconnection between 
our fraternity and its philanthropy, Shri-
ners Hospitals for Children,” said Ken 
Guidera, M.D., chief medical officer of 
Shriners Hospitals for Children, and a 
Shriner. “I am proud to be an honorary 
member of Emirat Shriners in Germany, 
which has jurisdiction over the new club, 
and look forward to continuing to provide 
medical care and share knowledge with 
the people, practitioners, and medical 
students of Cyprus and to supporting 
the growth of our fraternity in Europe.”

David M. Drvaric, M.D., 
emeritus chief of staff of 
the Springfield Shriners 
Hospital, examines a 
patient during an outreach clinic in Cyprus. 

NEW NOBLES AND  
A NEW CLUB
Last October 15, following the week of 
the 35th Cyprus Outreach Clinic, the 
Springfield hospital team was invited to 
the installation gala of the Alasia Shrine 
Club, and witnessed both the signing of 
the bylaws for its official creation, and 
a ceremonial where 26 new nobles – 24 
from Cyprus and two from Greece – were 
created as new Shriners and presented 
their fezzes. Illustrious Sir Steve Behe 
(Chairman of the Board of Governors 
of the Springfield Shriners Hospital) and 
Dr. Guidera participated in the pre-gala 
Ceremonial, which was also attended by 
2016 Potentate Charsten Wienbreyer 
and Past Potentate Paul Curran, of Emirat 
Shriners, as well as several Shriners from 
Germany and Greece. Another Ceremonial 
is planned for next October that will again 
coincide with the annual Springfield Shri-
ners Hospital’s outreach clinic in Cyprus. 

The Alasia Shrine Club is under the juris-
diction of Emirat Shriners, the only Shriners 
temple in Europe. Emirat is very active and 
has generated tremendous interest in the 
fraternity, resulting in the establishment 
of 13 Shrine Clubs throughout Europe. 
Seven of the clubs – in Cyprus, Germany, 
Greece, Italy, Romania, Switzerland and 
Turkey are chartered; clubs in Denmark, 
Latvia, Lebanon, The Netherlands, Scotland 
and Spain are in the process of formation, 
said Wienbreyer.

Emirat uses technology to stay in 
contact with its distant clubs and 
members, sending out group emails 
to keep everyone informed, and 
when possible, club officers attend 
the temple meetings in Germany. 
The system is working – Emirat has 
achieved gold membership status 
(indicating a net gain in membership) 
in 2016, and in three previous years 

since receiving its charter in 2011.

Ken Guidera, M.D., 
chief medical officer 
of Shriners Hospitals 
for Children, spends 
time with a patient 
during an outreach 
clinic in Cyprus.

Shriners International will continue its 
efforts to attract and inspire men around 
the world to become part of our great 
fraternity, and share in both our brother-
hood and our efforts to make the world a 
better place.

7

7

 “The Springfield 
Shriners Hospital 

has been  
holding outreach 

clinics to help  
the children  

of Cyprus for  
35 years…"
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DEVELOPING NEW SHRINERS 
THROUGH CLUBS AND UNITS
Having More Clubs and Units Based  
on Shared Interests Leads to Success

It is often said that Shriners International 
was founded as a way to demonstrate 
Masonic principles with the added dimen-
sion of fun, frivolity and jollity. Our parade 
units are frequently an outsider’s first 
introduction to the “guys in the funny 
red hats,” and personal anecdotes often 
reflect memories of Shriners in parades, 
driving mini-cars and other such fun-
filled activities.

When you meet non-members in your 
everyday interactions, does this still 
describe the public perception of the Shri-
ners? Does your promotion truly represent 
our Masonic values and the fellowship 
shared by our nobles? Does the general 
public know the connection between Shri-
ners International and Shriners Hospitals 
for Children?

As Shriners, it has become our  
responsibility to perform four services:

1. To educate the public about our 
fraternity and our philanthropy

2. To create more Shriners

3. To recruit more members into  
our Masonic lodges

4. To refer more patients to our  
Shriners Hospitals for Children

What are your ideas for a 
new group at your temple?
New clubs and units can be established 
easily by a few nobles with shared inter-
ests. Once these new groups are in place, 
it’s up to them to do whatever they can to 
provide a face for the Shriners fraternity 
so that outsiders will want to seek more 
information and get involved. Discuss 
your ideas with your temple leadership 
to start the process today.

Success in membership development is 
threatened by two things – complacency 
and stagnation. By initiating the conver-
sation and encouraging one another to 
radically shift the paradigm toward more 
interest-based groups, your efforts will 
be rewarded by increased promotion, 
new members, restorations and a hap-
pier nobility that is more likely to remain 
active over time.

Don’t fall into the trap of reflecting 
on missed opportunities. Now is your 
chance to make a difference. What are 
you going to do?

Temple leaders have reported great suc-
cess in establishing new clubs and units 
based on shared interests involving cigar 
smoking, craft beer brewing, singing/chant-
ing, ATVs, camping and dining out. Some 
being socially-based, meeting at restau-
rants and other public venues will afford 
the chance to demonstrate the fun and 
fellowship our fraternity has to offer. Other 
“service” groups have been established, 
focused on providing ritual teams for local 
Masonic lodges and appendant bodies, 
umpires for Little League games, first-aid 
and safety teams for local community part-
ners through the first responders, and more.

New clubs and units are being established 
by temples throughout Shrinedom, not nec-
essarily based on geographic location, but 
on the specific interests of the nobles that 
make up each group’s membership. We 
encourage temple leaders to survey their 
nobility regularly to meet this goal.

Motor City Shiners Club has more than 100 
members who enjoy creating home-made 
beverages of all kinds.

Members of the Iron Horse Patrol of Bedouin Shriners have a great time on their bikes.

MEMBERSHIP
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SHRINERS, SHRINER’S, OR SHRINERS’: 
WHICH IS CORRECT?
By Craig Kazin, Melha Shriners Member, Board of Governors  
Shriners Hospitals for Children – Springfield

THE EASY ACCESS TO INFORMATION 
THAT THE INTERNET PROVIDES HAS 
A DOWNSIDE. Almost anyone can get their 
thoughts and ideas into cyberspace, or onto 
a piece of paper, without the benefit of an 
editor. This is bad news for editors, good 
news for the free and fast flow of informa-
tion, and confusing for people who like to be 
competent users of our language. As a case 
in point, if you are vexed by “there, their, and 
they’re,” you are not alone!

That same issue arises when members of 
our fraternity and the public use the term 
“Shriners” in their communications and 
materials for their Shrine Centers, and also 
when people refer to the 22-hospital health 
care system that we diligently support. Let’s 
explore how the term “Shriners” came to be, 
and then, we can survey the proper usage of 
the terms that are associated with it.

It is well known in our circle that the 
Shriners fraternity (now Shriners Interna-
tional, formerly the Ancient Arabic Order of 
the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine) founded 
the health care system. That understood, 
shouldn’t the system then be called “Shriner’s 
Hospitals?” Or at least “Shriners’ Hospital,“ 
right? We were all taught that the apostrophe 
denotes either a contraction, or in this case, 
a possessive. And it’s our system, correct?

The answer to this, in our case, lies in the 
way the Colorado legal entity was offi-
cially incorporated. Those articles, either 
intentionally or unintentionally, named 
the hospital corporation “Shriners,” with 
the apostrophe omitted. 

The same was done when the fra-
ternal side was reincorporated in the 
State of Iowa. So, notwithstanding our 
understandable “possessiveness” of 
our organization AND our health care 
system, when one refers to any one 
of the hospitals, the system, or our 
fraternity, you can (and should) save 
a few drops of ink, and leave out the 
apostrophe. 

So let’s go on while we’re at it. The 
official, incorporated name of the 
health care system is “Shriners Hospi-
tals for Children,” and, when referring 
to individual hospitals, the convention 
is “Shriners Hospitals for Children — 
Springfield (and yes, the size of the 
dash and spacing matter – that’s an 
‘em’ dash (the longer of the dashes on 
your keyboard) for those of you taking 
notes at home. And, of course there are 
exceptions to this format, in particular, 
the new ambulatory care centers, such 
as our Erie location, all have slightly 
different name forms, making things 
even more confusing.

Don’t discard those unused apostro-
phes yet! The only item left to address 
is when one should use the apostrophe. 
Well, I’m pleased to relate that the rules 
of grammar and punctuation are still 
intact. When an obvious possessive 
is indicated, please make use of them.

See if this short summary 
 of phrases helps:

 � The fez is a Shriner’s 
distinctive hat.

 � The event will be held 
in the Moolah Shriners’ 
parking lot.

 � Our organization, 
Shriners International, is 
headquartered in Tampa, 
Florida.

 � The 22-location Shriners 
Hospitals for Children 
system delivers world- 
class care.

 � Funds raised will benefit 
Shriners Hospital for 
Children — Springfield.

And just one last thing, I’d like to 
thank my fellow Melha noble, Bert 
Krasner, for doing such a great job 
of taking my photo, which accom-
panies this piece.

The official, incorporated name of the health care 
system is “Shriners Hospitals for Children,” and, when 

referring to individual hospitals, the convention is 
“Shriners Hospitals for Children — Springfield.
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IT’S INCLUDED

OPTIONAL EXTENSIONS
Bruges, Belgium 
3-night pre-trip from $795

Lucerne, Switzerland 
4-night post-trip from $695

ITINERARY OVERVIEW

Day 1 • Depart U.S.

Day 2-3 • Antwerp, Belgium
Embark ship

Port Antwerp

Included Tour Antwerp

Day 4-5 • The Netherlands
Ports Willemstad • Kinderdijk • Nijmegen

Included Tours Delta Works • Kinderdijk 
Windmills • Nijmegen

Day 6-12 • Germany
Ports Bonn • Cochem • Trier • Riol

Included Tours Bonn • Cochem • Trier • 
Bernkastel • Speyer

Optional Tours Luxembourg •  
Marksburg Castle

Day 13-14 • Strasbourg, France
Port Strasbourg

Included Tours Strasbourg • Baden-Baden

Optional Tour Alsatian Highlights

Day 15 • Basel, Switzerland
Port Basel

Included Tour Basel

Day 16 • Basel • Return to U.S.
Disembark ship

16 days starting from $3195 
with international airfare  
from New York

15 days starting from $2395 
River Cruise only

River Cruise featuring our privately owned 140-passenger ship exclusively for American travelers 

Romance of the Rhine & Mosel
Belgium: Antwerp • The Netherlands: Willemstad, Kinderdijk • Germany: Bonn, Trier, 
Bernkastel, Boppard, Speyer • France: Strasbourg • Switzerland: Basel

International airfare, airport transfers, government taxes, fees, and airline fuel surcharges, 
unless you choose to make your own air arrangements 

Accommodations for 14 nights aboard a private river ship with wireless Internet 
access now in all common areas and cabins 

ALL meals: Daily breakfasts, 14 lunches, 14 dinners—including 1 meal in a local 
restaurant—plus all onboard house beer & wine, as well as soft drinks 

12 included tours with personal headsets and 5 exclusive Discovery Series events—
German language lesson • European Union discussion • Winery visit • Home-Hosted 
Kaffeeklatsch •  Switzerland Today discussion 

Local Program Directors, a Grand Circle Cruise Line exclusive: These dedicated 
experts are with you (and no more than 47 travelers) every step of the way to provide 
insider’s knowledge and the perspective that will enrich your experience 

Gratuities for local guides and motorcoach drivers 

All port charges: a value of $165 per person 

Baggage handling for 1 piece of luggage per person, including tips 

5% Frequent Traveler Credit toward your next Grand Circle trip—an average of $301

R
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Antwerp

Brussels

Nijmegen

Bonn
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Bruges
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Extension)
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ITALY

Arrival/
Departure

Cruise Route
Optional Extension

Motor Route
Total Cruising

Distance
854 miles
(1378 km)

MARCH 14 - 29, 2018
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CODE WHEN BOOKING G8-23824
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2017
Join Imperial Sir Gary and  

Lady Anne on this exclusive 
Shriners River Boat Cruise!
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THE 2017 IMPERIAL SESSION

JOIN US IN DAYTONA BEACH
Getting here couldn’t be easier. The Daytona Beach area is 
very accessible, whether you are traveling by car or plane. Just 
check our link, imperial2017.com/transportation, to book all 
your transportation needs. 

AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION
Transportation to your hotel will be available from the Daytona 
Beach, Sanford and Orlando airports. You must sign up early 
to guarantee a reserved seat. If you don't pre-register, you 
most likely will still be able to get a ride, but may have to wait 
awhile for an open seat. To register and pay online, please visit 
imperial2017.com

REPRESENTATIVES EVENING CONCERT
The Imperial Representatives Evening Concert will take place 
in the Ocean Center Arena on Wednesday, July 12.

The concert kicks off at 7 p.m. Tickets are available at the 
Ocean Center box office up until the day of the event, and are 
$25 each for general admission. You can also pre-order your 
tickets online by visiting imperial2017.com/events/concert.

 

THE ULTIMATE TRIBUTE
If you want to experience the best Beatles tribute ever, you will 
not want to miss The Fab Four: The Ultimate Tribute, during 
the Imperial Representatives Evening Concert.

The Emmy Award-winning Fab Four is considered one of the 
best Beatles tribute groups, due to their precise attention to 
detail. With uncanny, note-for-note live renditions of Beatles' 
classics, such as Can't Buy Me Love, Yesterday, A Day In The Life, 
Twist And Shout, Here Comes The Sun and Hey Jude, the Fab Four 
will make you think you are watching the real thing.

The band’s incredible stage performances include three costume 
changes, representing every era of the Beatles’ ever-changing 
career. This loving tribute to the Beatles has amazed audiences 
in countries around the world, including Japan, Australia, France, 
Hong Kong, the United Kingdom, Germany, Mexico and Brazil.

The Fab Four is truly the ultimate tribute. To learn more about 
the group, please visit thefabfour.com.

We Look Forward to Seeing You There
Shriners International invites all nobles, ladies and their families 
to join us for the 143rd Imperial Session in Daytona Beach. 
With spectacular beaches, great weather, the famed Daytona 
International Speedway, and so much more, it is easy to see why 
the city is one of America’s favorite destinations. Imperial Sirs 
Chris L. Smith and Gary J. Bergenske and the 2017 Imperial 
Session Committee members look forward to welcoming you to 
Daytona Beach.

For more information about our fraternity’s largest 
and most exciting event of the year, please visit 
imperial2017.com.

THE 143RD IMPERIAL SESSION OF SHRINERS INTERNATIONAL 
will take place Sunday, July 9, through Thursday, July 13, in sunny Daytona 
Beach, Florida. Located on the beautiful east coast of Florida, the city is home 
to the “World’s Most Famous Beach;” a mecca for motorsports, the Daytona 
International Speedway; and a wide variety of family-friendly attractions.

 The 2017 Imperial Session will be held at Daytona Beach’s Ocean Center, 
a state-of-the-art convention center and entertainment complex. The center 
features more than 200,000 square feet of indoor and outdoor exhibit and 
meeting space, in addition to extraordinary design and features, thanks to its 
recent $82 million expansion.

Photo Credit: Daytona Beach Area CVB

Photo Credit: Daytona International Speedway



P.O. Box 31356
Tampa, FL 33631-3356
813-281-0300

Change Service Requested

@shrinersopen

Be Part of a Las Vegas Tradition

October 30 - November 5, 2017
TPC SUMMERLIN  I  LAS VEGAS, NV

Shrinershospitalsopen.com
A Las Vegas Tradition Since 1983

This year, make volunteering your tradition and volunteer for Las Vegas’ only PGA TOUR event,
the Shriners Hospitals for Children Open! Golf knowledge not necessary. 

  
Volunteer with Friends & Family | Weeklong Access to Tournament

Commemorative Gift | Appreciation Party | Volunteer Uniform (nominal fee) | and much more!

Contact Donna Millwood for more information: dmillwood@shrinershospitalsopen.com | 702-589-4945
ShrinersHospitalsOpen.com/Volunteer

“I started volunteering as a Marshal at the Shriners Open in 2014 and had a remarkable experience.  Helping out was a way to give back and to help the 
Hospitals. While there I learned that Team Volunteer opportunities were available for at least 20 people who would commit to Marshaling an assigned Hole 

during the Open. Taking this information back home with me I began to recruit in my local Shrine Center, the Texas Shrine Association, the Texas Shrine Golf 
Association and the Galveston Shrine Hospital’s Board of Governors. Shriners, Shrine Ladies, friends and adult children readily came forward to volunteer. 

We have come together as a Team to Marshal Hole 10 for the past two years and will be doing so again in 2017. It truly is a labor of Love and one we hope to 
continue for many years to come.” 

Greg McEwen, PP, Chairman Board of Governors, SHC Galveston

VOLUNTEER FOR THE 2017 
SHRINERS HOSPITALS FOR CHILDREN OPEN 

We invite you to be part of the tradition and volunteer for Las Vegas’ only PGA TOUR event, the Shriners Hospitals for Children Open. 


