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We’ve had a very busy and productive first few 
months of 2017. The Rose Parade, the East-West 
Shrine Game® and the educational seminars for 
the temple oriental guides and assistant rabbans 
have all concluded for this year. We hope that 
you enjoyed these important events and found 
them interesting and beneficial.

Now we look forward to Shriners International 
Awareness Day on June 6 and the Imperial Ses-
sion in July. On Shriners International Awareness 
Day we commemorate the founding of the Impe-
rial Council, our fraternity’s original governing 
body. During Imperial Session, we come together 
to chart a course for the future of our organi-
zations and spend time together as one large, 
extended and global family, strengthening our 
connections as brothers.

The success of all our events depends on 
the commitment of each individual noble to 
the fraternity.

In preparation for Shriners International Aware-
ness Day, I ask each of you to take a few minutes 
and remember why you became a Shriner, and 
how enthusiastic and proud you were the day 
you first wore a fez. And then, if those memories 
remain important to you, I ask that you re-commit 
to being an active member, starting by assisting 
your temple in developing plans to celebrate June 
6. If, on reflection, being a Shriner no longer ener-
gizes you, I ask that you talk with the membership 
team at your temple, or at headquarters. I assure 
you we need and value every noble, and, working 
together, we can find that connection again.

Please also consider coming to Imperial Ses-
sion in July. Director General Gordon “Stumpy” 
Harris and his committee have added several new 
family-friendly events; we promise you’ll have a 
great time in Daytona Beach, Florida, July 9-13.

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR  
PUBLIC RELATIONS CHAIRMAN

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR  
IMPERIAL POTENTATE

An important part of our efforts is raising aware-
ness for Shriners Hospitals for Children®. We 
create materials, seek media coverage and pur-
chase advertising space, which are all excellent 
and important ways to promote our mission. But 
the most powerful, most important messengers 
we have are our patients and families.

Our patients are literally a visual representa-
tion of the validity of our claim that Shriners 
Hospitals provides excellent, expert care, and 
often has answers and solutions to complex medi-
cal problems that may not be found elsewhere. 
When our patients and families share their stories 
and experiences of receiving care from Shriners 
Hospitals, their words are authentic and powerful. 
They are the best voices we have to share our 
messages and showcase our successes.

Many of our patients and families are eager to 
speak publicly about the ways Shriners Hospitals 

have changed and impacted their lives and to 
participate in all sorts of events. Some patients 
have appeared in recent advertising initiatives, 
and these particular campaigns have been among 
our most successful.

We owe a great debt of gratitude to our 
patients for all they do to support our mission. 
When you are with our patients and families, 
please remember to thank them for their selfless 
willingness to give their time, share their stories 
and represent Shriners Hospitals for Children, and 
let them know how much they are appreciated 
for all that they do for Shriners Hospitals.

 
Yours in the faith,

Yours in the faith,

Gary J. Bergenske
Imperial Chief Rabban, 
Public Relations 
Committee Chairman

Chris L. Smith
Imperial Potentate

DEAR FELLOW NOBLES,

DEAR FELLOW NOBLES,
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ABOUT OUR FRATERNITY 
Shriners International, a fraternity based on fun, fellowship and the 
Masonic principles of brotherly love, relief and truth, founded Shriners 
Hospitals for Children as its official philanthropy in 1922. What began 
as one hospital is now a world-renowned health care system with 
22 locations in three countries. The fraternity, which has nearly 200 
temples in several countries and thousands of clubs around the world, 
continues to support this unique health care system. 

ABOUT OUR PHILANTHROPY
Shriners Hospitals for Children is one of the largest pediatric sub-
specialty health care systems in the world, with locations in the U.S., 
Canada and Mexico. The staff at our 22 locations is dedicated to 
improving the lives of children by providing pediatric specialty care, 
conducting innovative research, and offering outstanding teaching 
programs for medical professionals.

shrinershospitalsforchildren.org

facebook.com/ShrinersHospitalsforChildren

twitter.com/shrinershosp

youtube.com/user/shrinershospitals

instagram.com/shrinershospitals

facebook.com/shrinersinternational
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youtube.com/ShrinersTV

instagram.com/shrinersinternational
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About the Cover:
In front of the Shriners International Headquarters building in Tampa, 
Florida, is what is known as the Commemorative Plaza. In the center 
of the plaza is the statue of a Shriner carrying a little girl and her 
crutches, a symbol based on a photograph taken in 1970 that has 
become known as the “Editorial Without Words.”
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For more information about 
the Shriners Hospitals for 
Children Open, please visit 
shrinershospitalsopen.com.

National Events  Raise Awareness

OUR NATIONAL EVENTS are very important to the success of both Shriners 
International and Shriners Hospitals for Children, and help increase public aware-
ness and name recognition in an exciting and engaging way. By combining the two 
things Shriners do best – fun and philanthropy – we are showing the world who 
we are, what we do, and what we stand for.

The 2016 Shriners Hospitals for Children Open
The 2016 Shriners Hospitals for Children Open was held at TPC Summerlin in Las 
Vegas, Nevada, Oct. 31-Nov. 6. Many of the top golfers in the world participated 
in the competition, which benefits Shriners Hospitals for Children.

The format was a 72-hole stroke play with a $6.6 million purse, and $1.2 million 
winner's share. In the final round, Rod Pampling holed a fantastic birdie putt from 
32 feet and shot a final-round 65 to claim his third win on the PGA TOUR, and the 
2016 Shriners Hospitals for Children Open championship.

During the event, several Shriners Hospitals for Children patients were on 
hand to share their stories and participate in various ways. Both of our National 
Patient Ambassadors were in attendance, and there were also patient ambassadors 
representing various Shriners Hospitals locations as standard bearers on the course. 
Also featured during the tournament was 5-year-old patient and golf prodigy, 
Tommy Morrissey, the first child with a limb difference to qualify for the U.S. Kids 
Golf World Championship. These patients are a powerful representation of the 
hope and healing provided by Shriners Hospitals for Children – we are proud of 
them, and thank them for their hard work and invaluable contribution to this event.

On the morning of Thursday, Nov. 3, the Wayne J. Lachut Memorial Tee Box was 
dedicated in Imperial Sir Lachut’s memory. Imperial Sir Lachut was a member of 
the Shriners International Imperial Divan, a sports enthusiast and familiar face to 
Shriners Hospitals for Children Open participants and staff. Tommy was the first to 
tee-off from the memorial tee box, signaling the official start of the 2016 Shriners 
Hospitals for Children Open.

Imperial Potentate Chris Smith; 5-year-old patient and 
golf prodigy, Tommy Morrissey; Imperial Sir Wayne 
Lachut’s lady, Janet Lachut; and Imperial Sir Jerry Gantt 
at the Wayne J. Lachut Memorial Tee Box during the 2016 
Shriners Hospitals for Children Open.

Sports Events and Iconic Parade 
Benefit Our Organizations
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The 2017 Tournament of Roses Parade 
On January 2, Shriners Hospitals for Children was proud to participate in the 
128th Rose Parade presented by Honda, in Pasadena, California, for the seventh 
consecutive year. The parade was broadcast live in the U.S. on several networks, 
and also aired in many countries around the world, generating enormous awareness 
for both our organizations.

This year’s float, entitled Anything is Possible, featured a gigantic ship driven by 
Fezzy, the official mascot and honorary member of Shriners International. The crew 
consisted of our Shriners Hospitals for Children national patient ambassadors, 
Karolina and Marius, along with Imperial Sirs Chris Smith and Jerry Gantt, and their 
ladies. The imaginative float featured colorful sails and a rear deck hot air balloon 
signifying that anything is possible for our patients – and, in fact, the sky’s the limit.

The float was meant to signify the ways our health care system helps our patients 
believe in their dreams, and that anything is possible.
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National Events  Raise Awareness

More Than Just a Game
Created by the Shriners in 1925, the 
East-West Shrine Game is the longest 
running college all-star game in the 
nation, and has a long-standing tradi-
tion of showcasing the next generation 
of NFL greats, while providing price-
less exposure for Shriners Hospitals for 
Children. The game has consistently 
proven to be a successful starting point 
for players seeking a professional career 
in football, combining great football with 
a great cause and creating experiences 
for players that will last a lifetime.

With more than 300 NFL scouts and 
agents in attendance, team practices are 
also an important part the East-West 
Shrine Game, which take place the week 
before the game is played.

In addition to serving as one of the 
NFL’s primary sources for players, the 
East-West Shrine Game benefits Shri-
ners Hospitals for Children, and helps 
support its mission. Every year, players 
and coaches participate in an important 
tradition that takes place off the field – a 
visit to the local Shriners Hospitals for 
Children before the game. On Sunday, 
Jan. 15, the players visited the Tampa 
Shriners Hospital, and experienced first-
hand the true purpose of the East-West 
Shrine Game.

The weeklong event was also a time 
to recognize and honor both past and 
present East-West Shrine Game players. 
The Players’/Hall of Fame Banquet was 
held the Friday before the game, and was 
a wonderful and inspirational evening for 
all those in attendance.

During the banquet, Robert Porcher 
III and Mark Rypien, two NFL and East-
West Shrine Game alumni, were named 

the 2017 inductees into the East-West 
Shrine Game Hall of Fame. In addition, 
Weston Steelhammer, #8 Air Force safety 
for the West Team, was presented with 
the 2017 Pat Tillman Award for his 
exemplification of character, intelligence, 
sportsmanship and service. 

The Big Day
Saturday was game day, which began 
with a classic Shriner-style Pre-Game 
Tailgate Party at 11 a.m. The event was 
complimentary and included delicious 
food, refreshments, music and plenty 
of fun for the entire family. The weather 
couldn’t have been any better – the sun 
was shining, the breeze flowing – it was 
a perfect start to an exciting day.

The game officially kicked off at 3 p.m. 
in front of a crowd of 22,198, and for the 
first time, active NFL assistant coaches 
led the teams. The West was headed by 
Minnesota Vikings Defensive Coordina-
tor George Edwards, and the East by 
Arizona Cardinals Defensive Line Coach 
Brentson Buckner.

In the end, the West team was victori-
ous over the East, with a final score of 
10–3. In the exciting all-star matchup, 
there were two individual performances 
that stood out.

The E. Jack Spaulding Award for Most 
Outstanding Defensive Player was given 
to Trey Hendrickson, East Team DE #99, 
of Florida Atlantic University. Hendrick-
son registered a quarterback sack, a 
forced fumble and a quarterback hurry 
in a game full of defensive highlights 
from both teams.

The recipient of the William H. Coff-
man Award for Most Outstanding 
Offensive Player was Eli McGuire, West 

Team RB #1, of the University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette. McGuire piled up 42 yards rushing 
on just seven carries, including a dramatic 
18-yard scamper that resulted in the game’s 
only touchdown.

We have confidence in all of our 2017 
players, and look forward to watching their 
performance in the NFL Combine and NFL 
Draft this season. 

Thanks for Being Part of the Tradition
We thank everyone involved in the 2017 
East-West Shrine Game, including our staff, 
volunteers, players and coaches, and all of 
those who either watched the game from the 
stands or at home.

 If you missed the game this year, be sure 
to start planning now to be part of the next 
East-West Shrine Game experience. We look 
forward to seeing each of you there next year.

The 92nd East-West Shrine Game
The 2017 East-West Shrine Game kicked off at 3 p.m. EST on Saturday, Jan. 21, at Tropicana 
Field in St. Petersburg, Florida. The game was televised live on NFL Network, and also 
broadcast internationally on the EWSG Radio Network, hosted by TuneIn Radio. The entire 
event was a great success, and we thank everyone for their support of the game, which is 
so important to our organizations.
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Mark Your Calendars and Share 
Your Fraternal Pride on June 6

ON JUNE 6, 1876, the Imperial Council, the original govern-
ing body of the Shriners fraternity, was founded. To honor this 
important milestone in our history, Shriners International has 
declared June 6th as Shriners International Awareness Day. On 
this day, nobles everywhere are encouraged to celebrate their great 
fraternity and raise awareness of its importance in their communities.

 The leadership of Shriners International is mindful that June 
6 is also honored as D-Day, the day in 1944 when Allied forces 
landed on the beach in Normandy to begin the invasion of 
northern France. While Shriners International certainly honors 
the valor and courage of everyone who served on D-Day, many 
historic events happen on a single day; and June 6 also holds a 
separate special meaning for our fraternity.

 This June 6, Shriners International asks all nobles to publicly 
display their pride in their fraternity by wearing a fez (when 
appropriate), hat, shirt, lapel pin, or other item with the Shriners 
International logo.

 In addition to wearing Shriner apparel, Shriners International 
also encourages all temples and Shrine clubs to organize special 
events at their temples and in their communities to honor our 
fraternity’s incredible history and achievements and invite others 
to participate, as well. In addition to increasing awareness, these 
events will also support membership efforts, because the more 
information we share with our communities about Shriners 
International, the more potential we build for membership growth.

A Time to Honor 
and Celebrate Our 
Rich Heritage
Shriners International 
Awareness Day is the 
perfect opportunity to 
showcase our pride in 
our fraternity. Honor 
our history by sharing 

both our heritage and your own unique story of being a Shriner, as 
well as our philanthropy’s mission to improve the lives of children 
and make the world a better place. Highlighting the different ways 
our fraternity impacts the world around us will also inspire our 
nobles and motivate potential members to learn more about us.

 This international day of recognition is an annual opportunity 
for Shriners to share information about the fraternity, its history 
and the benefits of becoming part of an organization dedicated 
to fun, fellowship and philanthropy.

 

Share your pride in a future issue of this publication. 
For consideration, send a brief summary of your 
temple’s Shriners International Awareness Day 
activities to shrinepr@shrinenet.org.
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SHRINERS 
INTERNATIONAL 
AWARENESS DAY

Ways to Get Involved
Here are a few ways both 
nobles and temples can 
get involved:

 
 �Wear your fez on 
Shriners International 
Awareness Day when 
appropriate (during an official Shriners function).
 �Show your pride in Shriners International 
by wearing a hat, shirt, lapel pin, or other 
item with the fraternal logo. Your family 
members can also wear appropriate clothing 
items that promote the fraternity.
 �Organize an event at your temple or in your local 
community. Inviting the public to participate 
will increase awareness and interest in both 
your local temple and Shriners International.
 �Promote Shriners International Awareness 
Day on your temple website and social media 
pages. Announce the date at all club and unit 
meetings to ensure all nobles are informed.
 �Post information about our organizations on 
your own social media pages on June 6.
 �Distribute the Shriner Primer and pocket petition 
to potential prospects during community events.
 �Hold an Open House at your temple.
 �Reach out to your local media about your 
Shriners International Awareness Day events.
 �Host a Media Night.
 �Ask family members to take fraternal literature 
(brochures, etc.) to their place of employment,  
if permitted.

We hope that every Shriner and every temple will par-
ticipate in this important opportunity to honor our 
fraternity. We look forward to news of your successful 
Shriners International Awareness Day activities.
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REFLECTING ON THE 
IMPORTANCE OF THE 
FRATERNITY
On this day, we hope you also take the 
time to reflect on why the fraternity is 
important to you personally, and why 
you became a member. We are all a 
part of the greatest organization in the 
world – we should be proud and 
honored to share our enthusiasm for 
the fraternity with the world around us, 
and Shriners International Awareness 
Day is a great opportunity to do so.

 

What about you? Why did you become a Shriner, and why is the fraternity 
important to you? If you’d like to share your pride with us, please send your 
thoughts to shrinepr@shrinenet.org.

Noble Richard Drosin 
holding his 2015 Shriner 
of Year Award from Almas 
Shriners in Washington, D.C.

Richard Pallay III and his wife, 
Jelsa, at El Zagal Shriners’ 
Annual Banquet. This was the 
second time he wore his fez, 
the first being when he joined a 
few months before.

Thoughts from Richard H. Pallay III of El Zagal Shriners: 

Why did you become a Shriner?
I learned early on that living the fullest life is achieved by understanding how fortunate we are. 
Serving others through volunteering and serving your local community helps develop this personal 
awareness. While I no longer serve in youth ministry, I wanted to continue to serve the youth, and 
joining the Shriners fraternity offered me an incredible opportunity to continue to do just that, as 
well as raise money to help youth outside of my community through our philanthropy, Shriners 
Hospitals for Children. I wanted to make sure the Shriners organization was the right choice for me 
to be a part of to better myself and my community, so I visited the Shriners Hospital in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, and then I knew there was no other organization better suited for my passion. The 
care and adoration for the youth from every single person there was entirely evident, and it got 
me fired up to go back to Fargo, North Dakota, and join El Zagal Shriners as soon as I could.

Why is the fraternity important to you?
Being unified with other men who want to see youth have the best life they possibly can is one of 
the most moving attributes of Shriners. You can see it in every parade, every rush event, everywhere 
we go. I may not always wear my fez, but knowing that the fez is just a small representation of 
the great change I make in the world, is why the Shriners fraternity is important to me. By being 
a Shriner, I share a bond with men from all over the world, and no matter our race, creed or color, 
our work to help youth should be the only thing seen. If you happen to see me having a great 
time while I am giving a child joy, I hope you get a little bit of comfort, too, and join me!

Thoughts from Richard Francis Drosin, Temple Membership Chair of Almas Shriners:

Why did you become a Shriner?
I became a Shriner because of my love of the organization. It’s truly one of the only organizations 
that actually backs up what they say by actually doing the work. A lot of organizations claim to 
provide philanthropic work and volunteer. The Shriners fraternity does that and it is one of the 
many reasons I joined. I love being able to provide a service to kids, and be a part of the fun.

Why is the fraternity important to you?
The fraternity provides me with the opportunity to use the things I have learned and use the 
tenets that I believe in: Faith, Hope, Charity. I am able to actually act on these things and it’s 
something that I truly appreciate. It’s also important to me because I get to help put a smile on 
a child's face, and I am able to get them the help they truly deserve. This fraternity gives me a 
feeling I can’t get elsewhere.
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Ahmed Shriners

Al Bedoo Shriners

Al Chymia Shriners

Al Shamal Shriners

Ali Ghan Shriners

Almas Shriners

Araba Shriners

Azan Shriners

Bagdad Shriners

Cairo Shriners

Cyprus Shriners

El Kalah Shriners

El Korah Shriners

El Zaribah Shriners

Gizeh Shriners

Hillah Shriners

Isis Shriners

Karem Shriners

Karnak Shriners

Making Strides in Membership  Award-Winning Numbers

Aad Shriners

Aahmes Shriners

Abdallah Shriners

Abu Bekr Shriners

Al Bahr Shriners

Al Menah Shriners

Aleppo Shriners

Anah Shriners

Ansar Shriners

Antioch Shriners

Bedouin Shriners

Beja Shriners

Crescent Shriners

Egypt Shriners

El Maida Shriners

Habibi Shriners

Ismailia Shriners

Jerusalem Shriners

Kaaba Shriners

Kora Shriners

GOLD BRONZESILVER

RISING STAR

Abou Saad Shriners

Agila Shriners

Amara Shriners

Amran Shriners

Anezeh Shriners

Arabia Shriners

Ballut Abyad Shriners

El Mina Shriners

El Zagal Shriners

Emirat Shriners

Hadi Shriners

Hikmat Shriners

Jaffa Shriners

Kazim Shriners

Kerak Shriners

Khiva Shriners

Mabuhay Shriners

Mecca Shriners

Pyramid Shriners

Sahara Shriners

Tigris Shriners

Zenobia Shriners

Kalurah Shriners

Each year around the world, nobles eagerly await the results of the membership tabulations to see if 
their temple is eligible to receive an award. The results are shown below. If your temple is not 

listed, it means your temple did not meet the criteria for our membership awards in 2016.
Membership growth must be a priority for every temple and every Shriner. Take the first 

step toward improvement and contact your temple membership team to learn how you 
can help your temple achieve its membership goals. Each of you can make a difference.

22 Gold Awards:
Gain in Membership

36 Silver Awards:
Overall improvement of more 
than 2 percent from previous year

40 Bronze Awards:
Overall improvement of less than 
2 percent from previous year

1 Rising Star:
No loss in Membership

*Information is based on reports 
available at time of print.

Kena Shriners

Khartum Shriners

Khedive Shriners

Mirza Shriners

Morocco Shriners

Moslem Shriners

Mount Sinai 

Shriners

Murat Shriners

Nile Shriners

Oleika Shriners

Osman Shriners

Philae Shriners

Scimitar Shriners

Tadmor Shriners

Tehama Shriners

Yaarab Shriners

Zor Shriners

Kosair Shriners

Luxor Shriners

Medinah Shriners

Midian Shriners

Mizpah Shriners

Mocha Shriners

Mohammed Shriners

Moila Shriners

Nemesis Shriners

Oriental Shriners

Rajah Shriners

Rameses Shriners

Shaddai Shriners

Sharon Shriners

Syria Shriners

Tripoli Shriners

Wa Wa Shriners

Zelzah Shriners

Zem Zem Shriners

Zuhrah Shriners

THE TEMPLES EARNING MEMBERSHIP AWARDS FOR 2016*

Congratulations are in order for the following temples:



MEMBERSHIP
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Making Strides in Membership  Award-Winning Numbers

Make Your Temple a Winner
Want to make a membership difference at your Temple?

1. Be an Active Mason – the secret to membership success is contained 
in the lessons we learned when we became Masons. Be actively 
involved in your lodge.

2. Communicate – talk to your family members, friends, co-workers and 
neighbors about the organization. Take time to learn more about what 
your Shriners fraternity offers and be proud of your membership and 
the great work we support.

3. Units and Clubs – Temples that are improving in membership have 
active participation in their clubs and units. If you are not actively 
involved, seek out additional fellowship through clubs and units or 
consider developing a new one based on your interests or hobbies.

4. Activities – schedule a number of different types of activities that 
will keep your members interested, and remember to include ladies 
and families.

5. Get Involved – the strength of our organization is its members.

Whether you are an active member or not, you have the opportunity to make a 
difference by helping us grow our membership and referring patients to the "world’s 
greatest philanthropy." Remember, as a Shriner, you are part owner of Shriners 
Hospitals for Children. 

Your Imperial Divan 
Has Made Member-
ship Their Priority. 
Will You Join Them?

Working to improve membership is their 
top priority for Shriners International and 
it must become a priority for each temple 
and each noble. If we all share our pride 
in our fraternity and make membership 
a priority every day, as Imperial Sir Chris 
Smith has asked us to do, our numbers 
will surely climb. The membership devel-
opment office is here to help.

BE A PART OF THE S.M.A.R.T. GROUP
Our innovative Shrine Membership Action Renewal Team (S.M.A.R.T.) is incredibly 
productive and has generated local meetings, which have energized temples. Here 
is some of the innovative information that has been shared:

 � Hard and fast activities to grow membership in the next six months

 � How to maximize communication within a temple

 � Understanding the generations in your temple

 � How to lead the use of               for your temple

 � How to leverage social media to develop Masons and Shriners

 � Divan leadership discussions

S.M.A.R.T. needs forward-thinking nobles like you to drive our culture change. We 
need innovations, concepts and solutions. You can bring these benefits to your temple 
by starting a S.M.A.R.T. meeting. If you would like to receive more information on 
S.M.A.R.T., please email membership@shrinenet.org. Please include any suggestions, 
questions, challenges and success stories you would like to share.

Call 813-281-0300 or email 
membership@shrinenet.org 
with any suggestions, questions 
or concerns you may have.
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Fraternal Families 
are Part of a Legacy

For more information about the Legacy Program,  
and to register, please visit shrinersvillage.com.

Expanding Our Fraternal Connection 
through the Shriners’ Legacy Program

THE LEGACY PROGRAM helps strengthen our fraternal 
bond with those closest to us, and honor the many men who 
laid the foundation of our great fraternity.

In February, which is designated as Legacy Month, temples 
were encouraged to host Legacy Nights to promote membership 
and honor those who have taken part in the Legacy Program. 
Shriners International also shared stories of legacy families in 
our various publications and on our websites in recognition 
of their dedication to the Shriners fraternity.

We encourage everyone to pass along the Shriners tradition 
in their family, and develop a legacy. Shriners International 
will continue to grow from one generation to the next when 
you share the tradition and join the Shriners Legacy Program. 
All family members, including sons, sons-in-law, brothers, 
uncles, grandfathers, etc., are eligible to become part of the 
Legacy Program. To make the registration process easy, the 
membership development office only requires one member of 
the family’s legacy to register on Shriners Village.

Three Generations of Proud, Active Shriners
Norwood A. “Woody” McDaniel of Syria Shriners in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, has a long, rich history with Shriners Interna-
tional. He played an integral role in promoting the Shriners 
fraternity for many years, has served as a leader within the 
organization and a benefactor to numerous Shriners Hospitals. 
Woody is also part of a Shriner legacy family that has six family 
members who have been, or are presently, Shriners. Woody’s 
family has learned that being a Shriner means helping others 
less fortunate, having fun while doing so, developing fellowship 
and following Masonic principles and values.

The Legacy
Woody’s father, L.H. McDaniel, encouraged him to become 
a Mason. Woody later became a Shriner in 1955. Woody 
then inspired his own son, Norwood McDaniel Jr., to 
become involved in DeMolay International at age 14, to 
become a Mason at age 21, and a Shriner that same year. 
Norwood Jr. is a 46-year member of Shriners International, 
member of Calam Shriners in Lewiston, Idaho, 2016  
Past President of Panhandle Shrine Club, serving as Outer 
Guard 2017, 2017 Vice President of Coeur d’Alene Shrine 
Club and rides with the Legion of Honor Go Cart Club. Two 
of Norwood Jr.’s sons, Derek and Brady, have been life mem-
bers of Shriners International since 2014, and are members 
of Medinah Shriners in Chicago – creating three generations 
of living Shriners. Derek, Norwood Jr.’s oldest son, is also a 
member of the Medinah Big Wheels Club.

Dedicated Mason, Shriner and Benefactor
Prior to becoming Potentate of Syria Shriners in 1978, Woody 
founded the Syria Horse Patrol, which became a popular unit 
in the many parades Syria Shriners entered. When he became 
Potentate, the temple had approximately 26,000 members. Woody 
held fundraisers that filled the 13,000 seat capacity of Pittsburgh’s 
Civic Arena, and all net proceeds raised were distributed to Shriners 
Hospitals for Children. When Woody began the Classic Car Unit 
as Potentate, the group was a hit during many of Syria Shriners’ 
public events.

Woody later served as Treasurer of Syria Shriners, and then went 
on to serve as Secretary Treasurer of the North America Shrine 
Treasurer’s Association for 11 years.

In addition to being a Past Potentate of Syria Shriners, Woody is 
a member of Bethel Lodge # 761 F.&A.M., the Scottish Rite, Royal 
Arch Masons and Knights Templar.

Woody now lives in Punta Gorda, Florida, with his wife, Louise.
The McDaniel family is proud to be a part of the Shriners 

Legacy Program. We encourage all of our legacy families to join 
the McDaniels and register in the Legacy Program today.

Three generations of Shriners: from left to right: Norwood “Dan” 
McDaniel Jr., Woody McDaniel and Derek McDaniel



SATURDAY – JULY 8

6 p.m. PUB CRAWL down iconic Main Street

SUNDAY – JULY 9

8 a.m. SHRINE MOTOR CORP COMPETITION at Daytona International Speedway

8 a.m.
GOLF TOURNAMENT

• $65 per person
• LPGA International Golf Course

9 a.m. 

WALK, RIDE OR DRIVE FOR LOVE 
• Daytona International Speedway
• A $25 donation to Shriners Hospitals for Children, per person
• Walk to Victory Lane or drive your car or motor bike on the Daytona Speedway

MONDAY – JULY 10

8 a.m. 

SHRINERS MOTORCYCLE RIDE
• $25 per person
• The first 100 participants will have a police escort and receive an event T-shirt
• Ride down Daytona’s famous Main Street and along the Atlantic Ocean

6 p.m.
BALLYHOO

• Clock Tower near the Boardwalk
• Open to all Shriner musical units

6 p.m. 

CIGAR SMOKE OUT
• $50 per person
• A great goodie bag, live music, entertainment
• In reserve section of the Bandshell, on the beach

TUESDAY – JULY 11

 7 p.m.

 IMPERIAL PARADE
• Proceeds down Atlantic Ave. (A1A) toward The Ocean Center, and ends with  

a fireworks display near the Boardwalk area and live music at the Bandshell,  
on the beach
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YOU’RE INVITED TO THE 

More information can be found on 
the website, imperial2017.com. 
Please visit the event schedule on 
the website for a full list of activities.

Come and Be Part of the Fraternity’s Most Important Annual Event

THE 2017 IMPERIAL SESSION of Shriners International is scheduled for Sunday, July 
9 through Thursday, July 13 in Daytona Beach, Florida. Located on the state’s beautiful 
east coast, the city is home to the “World’s Most Famous Beach;” a mecca for motorsports, 
the Daytona International Speedway; and a wide variety of family-friendly attractions.

The 2017 Imperial Session will be held at Daytona Beach’s Ocean Center, a state-of-
the-art convention center and entertainment complex that recently underwent an $82 
million expansion.

Shriners International’s Biggest and Most Important Event of the Year
Shriners International invites all nobles, ladies and their families to join us for the 143rd 
Imperial Session in Daytona Beach. Imperial Sirs Chris L. Smith and Gary J. Bergenske 
and the 2017 Imperial Session Committee members look forward to welcoming you.

The following are just a few of the special, unique events planned during Imperial 
Session that we are sure you will enjoy: 

143rd Imperial Session
IMPERIAL SESSION
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The Shriner Spotlight Award
Congratulations to Noble Gordon Husk,  
Our Newest Shriner Spotlight Award Recipient

In recognition of his exceptional commitment to both 
the fraternity and its philanthropy, Noble Gordon Husk 
of Murat Shriners in Indianapolis, Indiana, was named the 
recipient of the Shriner Spotlight Award for winter 2016.

 “As I read the qualifications for the Shriner Spotlight 
Award, no greater brother comes to mind than Gordon 
Husk,” said Jerry Breedlove, Past President of the Boone 
County Shrine Club. “His dedication and unwavering 
service to Shriners Hospitals for Children, as well as the 
temple, is heroic to say the least.”

 Noble Husk served for five years as an associate 
member of the Board of Governors for Shriners Hospitals for Children — Chicago, 
and served the maximum, nine years, as a regular member. During this time, he 
served as Treasurer, Vice Chairman and Chairman of the Board of Governors. 
After his active service, he was appointed a board member Emeritus.

 As an Emeritus member of the Board of Governors, Noble Husk attends hos-
pital board meetings and serves on the hospital’s Executive, Strategic Planning, 
Finance and Budget, Human Resources, and Nominating Committees. 

 Noble Husk also produces the newspaper for the annual Murat Paper Crusade, 
participates in the planning, and also helps operate the Paper Crusade sites. He 
also authors the Hospital News articles for the monthly Murat Magazine, sharing 
success stories about our patients.

 In addition, Noble Husk frequently attends speaking engagements to make 
the public aware of our Shriners Hospitals and helps during the patient referral 
process. As a hospital van driver, he has more than 500 trips to his credit.

 Noble Husk is also a presenter at the Murat Leader Seminar, covering informa-
tion about our health care system, and actively attends Murat stated meetings 
and the meetings of several units and clubs.

 Dedicated to our membership efforts, Noble Husk has brought seven family 
members into Masonic membership, via a one-day class. Two of those members 
are officers of his home lodge, three are Scottish Rite Masons, and one is a 
Shriner. He was also the caregiver for his wife until her death a year ago while 
still remaining active with Shriners International.

 We thank Noble Husk for his contributions to the fraternity and its philanthropy, 
and congratulate him on receiving the Shriner Spotlight Award.

SHRINER
Spotlight

AWARD

The

How to Nominate 
To submit a nomination for the quarterly award, please send the name of 
the person are you nominating and why, along with a photo of the noble 
(wearing a fez), to shrinepr@shrinenet.org. 

*Recipients may not be a member of their temple’s Divan, and 
must be actively involved in promoting membership. 

About the Award
The Shriner Spotlight Award 
honors members who dem-
onstrate an extraordinary 
commitment to both their 
fraternity and philanthropy, 
Shriners Hospitals for Chil-
dren. The nomination process 
is open to all of our temples 
and hospitals throughout the 
year, and the award is pre-
sented quarterly.

To honor these exceptional 
individuals, each Shriner 
Spotlight Award recipient will 
be highlighted in our publica-
tions and featured on our 
websites and in social media. 
In addition, the honoree will 
receive a signed plaque from 
the Imperial Potentate and a 
commemorative pin.

Personal displays of leader-
ship, consistent participation 
in temple activities and 
efforts, dedication to mem-
bership initiatives, and/or 
contributions to the health 
care system, all contribute to 
consideration for the award.
 

SHRINER SPOTLIGHT



NOBLE DEDICATION
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INTRODUCING TWO 
NOTE-WORTHY NOBLES

Outstanding Shriners Exhibit 
Decades of Dedicated 
Service to Their Fraternity

Noble Ross 
Bartley Smith
Ninety-two-year-old Ross Smith, 
a member of Midian Shriners 
in Wichita, Kansas, is still an 
extremely active noble. He has 
been a member of the Director’s 
Staff for more than 60 years, and 
has not missed a Ceremonial since 
1950. He is also a proud member 

of a Shriners Legacy family.
Smith was born into a Masonic family, and his grandfather, 

father, three uncles, brother-in-law, son, and grandson have 
all been, or are currently, members of the Shriners Interna-
tional fraternity.

When he was 8 years old, Smith lost his dad. In his teens, 
Smith began to hang out at Wichita Fire Station #5. At that 
time, the fire service had a rich history of Masonic service.

“I lived by the fire station, and all the firemen were Masons 
and Shriners,” said Smith. “Growing up, I looked up to them.”

The firemen at #5 saw to it that Smith followed his father’s 
wish and became a Freemason.

Smith joined the Wichita Chapter of DeMolay International 
in 1938, and was honored with the DeMolay Legion of Honor 
Award in 1978. He was raised a Master Mason in 1950, and 
also joined the Scottish Rite and Midian Shriners that same 
year. Smith also joined Wichita Lodge #99 and Community 
Daylight Lodge #455, where he served as Master in 2006, 
2008 and 2014 – the first time at age 81, and the last at 89.

“He is considered an icon of Masonry in Kansas,” said Smith’s 
son, Fred Smith. “And his memory work is still impeccable.”

Smith has also been very active within Midian Shriners, 
and is still involved with several units at the temple. He was 
a charter member of the Wheatwackers unit, which builds 
miniature combines, and is an active member of the Direc-
tor's Staff, a unit that his father helped establish in 1922

“I belong to the greatest fraternity in the world, with the 
greatest philanthropy in the world,” said Smith. ”I have been 
a Shriner for 68 years – Shrinedom is a part of life for me.”

Although in his 90s, Smith still drives every day, and “feels 
great,” which he credits to eating well and staying active – his 
doctors even ask him what his secret is. He also volunteers 
his time at the Wichita Scottish Rite for six hours every day, 
doing light maintenance.

“Because of the fraternity, I’ve got a reason to get up in the 
morning,” said Smith. “And I’m so blessed with a wonderful 
family. I’m very, very proud.”

Noble William J. Miller
On Dec. 14, 94-year-old Noble William Miller of El Bekal Shri-
ners in Anaheim, California, was honored by Shriners Hospitals 
for Children — Los Angeles during their holiday luncheon for his 
years of contributing to the $100 Million Dollar Club. Imperial 
Potentate Chris L. Smith was in attendance, and presented 
Noble Miller with an award and certificate recognizing his 
years of dedication to the philanthropy.

Noble Miller has been a member of Shriners International 
since 1972. During the presentation, Aaron Hanson, direc-
tor of development at Shriners Hospitals for Children — Los 
Angeles, said “in becoming a Shriner, Noble Miller recognized 
the importance of making an ongoing commitment to support 
the hospitals.

“Over the past 25 years, Noble Miller has made regular 
monthly donations of $100 to support our work at Shriners 
Hospitals for Children,” said Hanson. “We honor Noble Miller 
for his dedication to the mission of Shriners Hospitals, his 
generous spirit, and his selfless philanthropy that makes all 
that we do here at Shriners Hospitals for 
Children possible.”

 We congratulate both Noble Smith 
and Noble Miller on their extraordinary 
fraternal careers, and thank them for 
their many years of dedicated service 
to Shriners International and Shriners 
Hospitals for Children.

Imperial Potentate Chris L. Smith recognizing Noble William Miller for 
his many years of dedication to Shriners Hospitals for Children



ONE LOOK, ONE VOICE
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THE WORDS  
WE CHOOSE  
MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Accordingly, we stress the importance of having “one look, one voice” and of using 
approved phrases, definitions and descriptions. This is not done to limit anyone’s 
creativity or to enforce some sort of rigid format. Consistency is an important ele-
ment in successful marketing and branding, and can make a substantial difference 
in the effectiveness of campaigns.

An Important Distinction
One of the phrases we continue to try to eliminate from materials, websites and 
discussions about the health care system is “free care” – and here is why:

While, because of the generosity of Shriners, corporations and the general 
public, Shriners Hospitals for Children is able to provide expert, quality care to 
our patients, regardless of their ability to pay, this care is not free – it has a huge 
cost. Providing free care is not our mission. Our official mission is to “Provide the 
highest quality care to children with neuromusculoskeletal conditions, burn injuries 
and other special health care needs within a compassionate, family-centered and 
collaborative care environment ... This mission is carried out without regard to …
ability of a patient or family to pay.

 Approximately 85 percent of the organization’s multi-million dollar operating 
budget is spent in direct support of the organization’s three-part mission of patient 
care, research and education.

Also, indicating we offer something for free implies we have the means to provide 
that item for free. It can be confusing to our donors to hear “free care” on the one 
hand, and we seriously need donations to fund our efforts on the other.

For many people, the phrase “free care” means charity care, which may be 
considered sub-standard. This is not a concept we want to be associated with; we 
want our patients to choose our hospitals because they believe they will receive 
the best care possible.

And finally, as we are accepting third-party pay, and insurance co-pays and deductibles 
from our patient families when possible, using the phrase “free care” is clearly incorrect. 

Our Method, Not Our Mission, Has Changed
It is critically important that everyone use our official messages and phrasing. We 
must be able to communicate that while the way we conduct business has changed, 
our mission has not. It is imperative that we stress the expert, quality care provided 
at Shriners Hospitals for Children, rather than the cost. Continuing references to 
free care can lessen the value of our services in the minds of referring physicians 
and potential patients, and be detrimental to the clarity of our mission of improving 
the lives of children.

Using the correct words and phrases will help you to be an effective participant 
in an exceptional mission to change the lives of children around the world. Each 
and every one of our small actions becomes amplified when joined with thousands 
of others who are communicating with One Look, One Voice. And in that way, our 
mission – and your role in it – becomes much bigger than a brand.

There are other words and phrases that we 
need to be sure we are all using correctly, 
to ensure our brand and message are clear. 
Here are some correct names and phrases:

The name of the fraternity:  
Shriners International

The name of the philanthropy:  
Shriners Hospitals for Children

An individual hospital is referred to in this 
format: Shriners Hospitals for Children — 
Location. (Except for the Erie location, and, 
after the new locations are opened, Lex-
ington and Los Angeles. These three will 
have their own, distinct names. Second and 
subsequent references can use (approved) 
shortened name formats.

Here are a couple of phrases that are  
no longer used:
AAONMS
Imperial Council – replace with  
Shriners International

One of the keys to successfully raising awareness and increasing understanding of both Shriners 
International and Shriners Hospitals for Children is consistency and clarity in our messages.

7

Speaking with One 
Voice Will Help Ensure 
Strength and Accuracy 

in our Message 

Each and every one of our 
small actions becomes 

amplified when joined with 
thousands of others who 
are communicating with 

One Look, One Voice.



A NEW SHRINER
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VOLUNTEER DENTIST 
BECOMES SHRINER
Experience of Volunteering at Hospital Inspires 
Local Doctor to Join Fraternity

David Beck, D.D.S., has been volunteering his services to help patients at 
Shriners Hospitals for Children — Cincinnati since 2012.

Dr. Beck learned about the Cincinnati Shriners Hospital through one of his 
patients, Pamm Kresser, a registered nurse and certified case manager in the 
family services department at the hospital. “She knew I volunteered to help 
treat veterans and asked if I could help some of the children at the hospital, 
since there is no dentist on staff,” said Dr. Beck.

Offering Needed Services
Once he was aware of the conditions treated at the Cincinnati Shriners Hospital, 
he jumped at the chance to help. The hospital treats many patients with complex 
cleft lip and palate and craniofacial conditions in need of dental services, and Dr. 
Beck knew his knowledge, time and talent could help many of these patients, 
and that they might not otherwise have the opportunity to receive dental care.

“I’m so amazed at the care patients and families receive at the Cincinnati 
Shriners Hospital,” said Dr. 
Beck. “I had no idea all of 
the plastic surgery condi-
tions they treat regardless 
of a family’s ability to pay.”

Dr. Beck has treated 
more than 30 patients 
from Shriners Hospitals for 
Children — Cincinnati. He has performed a variety of procedures, including 
extractions, root canals, multiple crowns and implants. Dr. Beck also consults 
with pediatric plastic surgeons at the hospital on complicated issues surrounding 
patients with craniofacial issues and burn survivors.

The Best Care for Kids
After serving in the Army Dental Corps following 
graduation from dental school, Dr. Beck moved 
to Cincinnati to go into private practice and start 
a family. Along with his thriving dentistry practice 
and charity work, he is also the official dentist for 
the FC Cincinnati soccer team.

After spending time at the Cincinnati Shriners 
Hospital and researching Shriners International, 
Dr. Beck decided to become a Shriner. “I wanted 
to be part of an organization that has a mission 
to help kids and do the right thing when no one is 
watching,” he said. He is now a member of Syrian 
Shriners in Cincinnati.

With three daughters and a newborn son, Dr. Beck 
is also happy with his association with the hospital. 
“We are so lucky to have such gifted nurses, doctors 
and staff right here in our backyard.”

Dr. Beck and Emily, a patient who has received 
treatment at the Cincinnati Shriners Hospital for 
cleft lip and palate

“I wanted to be part of an 
organization that has a mission 

to help kids and do the right 
thing when no one is watching”

DON’T BE LEFT OUT
Be sure you are included in the inaugural edition  
of the Shriners Membership Directory.

Call toll free: 800-769-4574.

For more information, please visit Shriners Village  
or shrinersinternational.org/faqs.
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