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I am so honored to be serving as your Imperial 
Potentate. And it cannot be said too often: thank 
you for allowing me the privilege of this position, 
and for your trust and confidence. I have very 
limited space here—but know that I am grateful 
to everyone who worked behind the scenes for 
months to make the 143rd Imperial Session one 
of the best ever.

I also want to express my deepest gratitude to 
my lady, Anne, for her never-ending support as 
we made the long journey to this point. Thank 
you in advance for supporting her program, Love 
Grows Miracles, as we know you will. Details on 
her program can be found at http://support. 
shrinershospitals.org/FirstLadyAnne.

This year, we intend to focus on strengthen-
ing our membership efforts and numbers, while 

we continue to work to raise awareness of both 
Shriners International and Shriners Hospitals for 
Children®. We have introduced the I AM (COM-
MITTED NOW) R U program, a new member 
prospect referral program capitalizing on the 
technology in WebFez that allows us to be more 
aware of the progress and status of potential new 
members so that we can offer timely help and 
encouragement to them throughout the process. 
For this program to be successful, we need every 
single noble to commit to participating. More 
information is available on Shriners Village.

There is much to be done this year. I look for-
ward to working with you to make our fraternity 
the best it can be.

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR CHAIRMAN 
OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR  
IMPERIAL POTENTATE

The 143rd Imperial Session is now history. It is 
always wonderful to have the opportunity to 
spend time with our global Shriners family, as 
we plan and make decisions for the next year. Of 
course, Session is also full of our special brand of 
Shriner fun—and I have to say this year’s parade 
was outstanding. If you weren’t there, make plans 
to attend next year. As we’ve said many times, 
Imperial Session is the time for all our nobles and 
families to be together.

I want to thank the Representatives for re-
electing me to another term as your President 
and Chairman of the Board of Trustees. It is my 
privilege to continue to work with our joint boards 
to improve our health care system, making it more 
efficient, and even more able to meet the needs of 
our patients and families. Our hospitals do amaz-
ing work that changes the lives of many children 
every year. However, we need to reach many more 
patients, and in many cases, our care models and 

facilities need to be adapted to reflect realistic 
patient numbers and expectations, and current 
trends in health care — most specifically the shift 
to outpatient care. Change is an inevitable part of 
life and work; it can be difficult and uncomfort-
able, but it is necessary. We can all be proud of 
the first 95 years of Shriners Hospitals. Working 
together, we can ensure that our philanthropy will 
continue to be known worldwide as a leader in 
pediatric health care. 

It was my honor to work with Imperial Sir Chris 
Smith, who did an outstanding job as Imperial 
Potentate. And I now look forward to working 
closely with Imperial Sir Gary Bergenske, our joint 
boards and each of you, to strengthen both our 
fraternity and philanthropy. To use Imperial Sir 
Gary’s slogan “I AM (COMMITTED NOW) R U?” 

 

Yours in the faith,

Jerry G. Gantt
Chairman, Board of 
Trustees, Shriners 
Hospitals for Children

Gary J. Bergenske
Imperial Potentate, 
Shriners International

DEAR FELLOW NOBLES,

DEAR FELLOW NOBLES,

Yours in the faith,
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR CHAIRMAN 
OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
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SUNDAY, JULY 9
The first day of Imperial Ses-
sion had a special buzz about 

it. Shriners had taken over 
Daytona Beach, and through-

out the town, every sign read, “Welcome 
Shriners!” It was clear that something excit-
ing was happening. 

The day kicked-off at the world-famous 
Daytona International Speedway first thing 
in the morning, with the fourth annual Impe-
rial Session Walk for LOVE, along with the 
Motor Corp competitions. 

When Shriners and their families returned 
to the convention center, many took the 
time to check out the Marketplace, featur-
ing vendors from around the world. In the 
center of the Marketplace was Shriners 
Village, where volunteers stood ready to 
pass out fraternal and hospital literature, 
answer any questions, collect and display 

pins, play PLINKO, 
and give out 2017 
Imperial Session-
themed prizes. 
There was even 
a photo booth 
providing sou-
venir pictures. 

The 143rd Imperial Session

Day 
1

The 2017 Imperial Session 
took place in Daytona Beach, 
Florida, Sunday, July 9, through 
Thursday, July 13. The big event 
was a ton of fun and overall a 
great success, filled with both 
important business discussions 
and decisions, and loads of excit-
ing Shriner-style activities for the 
entire family to enjoy. Every single 
Shriners International temple was 
represented, and we thank every-
one who came and participated, 
helping to make it such a wonder-
ful and memorable experience. 

7

THE PUBLIC OPENING
At 3 p.m., Imperial Session formally 
commenced as the Public Opening cer-
emonies began. On stage, a fez was left 
on an empty chair, signifying the sorrowful 
absence of the late Imperial Sir Jack Jones.  
Imperial Potentate Chis Smith spoke mourn-
fully about the loss of our beloved Imperial 
Sir Jones, and introduced a video montage 
showcasing memorable moments of his 
incredible life. It was a very emotional 
time for everyone. The national anthems 
of both the United States and Canada, per-
formed by the Rajah Chanters, followed, 
along with the presentation of colors by 
the International Shrine Legion of Honor.

Illustrious Sir Gordon “Stumpy” Harris, 
Director General, kicked-off the Public 
Opening, and said it was his “distinct plea-
sure to declare the 143rd Imperial Session 
of Shriners International officially open.” 
And with that, Imperial Session had begun. 

The Opening was full of many moving 
presentations, including welcomes and 
proclamations by numerous officials 
from the Daytona Beach community. In 
addition, generous checks to Shriners 
Hospitals for Children were presented 
by representatives from Ladies Orien-
tal Shrine of North America, Daughters 
of the Nile and Order of Quetzalcoatl.  

Grand Masters spoke, honored 
members were welcomed, and Impe-
rial Potentate Chris Smith led the 
fezzing of nine new nobles on stage.  
Incoming (now present) Imperial Poten-
tate Gary Bergenske then introduced his 
2017-2018 Imperial Potentate’s program, 
and the new book, Shriners: A History of 
Fellowship and Philanthropy. 

Next, Executive Vice President John 
McCabe took the stage, along with other 
members of our Shriners Hospitals for 
Children leadership, and spoke about 
the recent tragic fire in Guatemala, and 
our health care system’s quick response 
and involvement. A video highlighting the 
course of events was shown. 

The new Shriners referral program, 
I AM R U, was then introduced, and 
an Imperial Potentate’s Medallion was 
presented to 103-year-old Melvin “Mel” 
Brown, of Amara Shriners. 

Imperial Potentate Chris Smith was 
the last to speak before the closing 
prayer adjourned the gathering. Smith 
thanked his family and everyone who 
helped make this Imperial Session pos-
sible. “Thank you for your time and your 
talent,” he said. “God bless you.” 

The evening ended at the Glenn 
Ritchey Plaza Bandshell on the beach, 
with music provided by a Shriner band. 

Our Largest and Most Important Event of the Imperial Year 
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MONDAY, JULY 10
Monday marked the beginning of 
the business portions of the 143rd 

Imperial Session, with elections and 
voting occurring throughout most of the 

day, and continuing the rest of the week. Monday 
was also the main day of competitions, with groups 
competing almost everywhere you looked, including 
musical acts on the main stage in the Marketplace. 
At 10 a.m., the police-escorted Shriners Motorcycle 
Ride took to the streets of Daytona Beach. 

TUESDAY, JULY 11
On Tuesday, the Imperial Session 
business meetings resumed. The 

Ladies Luncheon, honoring First Lady 
Ethel Smith, was held at 11 a.m. at the 

Daytona Beach Hilton, the host hotel across the 
street from the convention center. And at noon, 
the Membership Hall of Fame luncheon, recognizing 
those temples that had either a membership gain 
or improvement in the previous calendar year, took 
place in the Ocean Center Ballroom. 

That evening, an impressive Shriners parade 
took over A1A in Daytona Beach, and ended at the 
convention center. The sidewalks were lined with 
thousands of Shriners, their families and members 
of the community who all greatly enjoyed the fes-
tivities. David Ragan, NASCAR driver and Shriner, 
was featured in the parade, and proudly drove his 
Shriners Hospitals race car, even laying a patch of 
rubber on Atlantic Avenue. 

Directly following the parade, there were fire-
works and live music at the boardwalk, which was 
a perfect ending to a wonderful evening. 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 12
Wednesday was an action-packed day. At 8:30 a.m., the pageant 
for the incoming Imperial Potentate commenced, along with the 

announcement of the new First Lady’s program. Illustrious Sir 
Mikey Juett, Deputy Director General, was the Master of Ceremo-

nies. The national anthem was led by Jessica Vickers, a patient of the Tampa 
Shriners Hospital, and was followed by a video about the incoming Imperial 
Potentate, Gary Bergenske. Bergenske and Lady Anne were then escorted 
to the stage alongside Shriners Hospitals’ patients, who were all wearing 
tropical-themed attire. After a touching ceremony, Bergenske received his 
Imperial Potentate fez from Lady Anne.

Wednesday was also full of awards and accolades, which included Imperial 
Potentate Chris Smith’s presentation of the fraternity’s highest honor, the 
Award of Merit. 

Imperial Sir Bill Bailey led the Donor Relations Report, which was positive 
and well-received. The new DRTV ads were played at this time. First Lady 
Ethel Smith thanked everyone for their support of her program throughout 
the past year, and shared how much the Shriners organizations meant to her. 

A video about David Ragan was shown before he took the stage. “We are 
all here for the same goal,” Ragan said. “And that’s to raise money for these 
22 Shriners Hospitals for Children.”

Bergenske then headed the Public Relations Report, and many videos 
showcasing the successes of the past year were shown, including a clip 
featuring one of our patients and her music therapist on the Harry Connick 
Jr. Show and highlights from our signature events. At the end of the report, 
our new 2017-2018 National Patient Ambassadors, Isabella and Emily, were 

introduced via their patient success 
video, Free to be Me. The young girls 
then took the stage and captivated 
the audience before a meet-and-greet, 
which directly followed.

The Imperial Representatives Eve-
ning Concert, featuring the Beatles 
tribute band The Fab Four, took place 
Wednesday night at the Ocean Center 
Arena, and was very much enjoyed. 

The 143rd Imperial Session

Later that evening, there were many events to 
enjoy, including the Imperial Cigar Smokeout at the 
Bandshell, Night at the Ballpark at Jackie Robinson 
Ballpark, and a classic Ballyhoo, which began at the 
boardwalk and was open to all Shriner musical units. 

Day 
2

Day 
3

Day 
4

Day 
5

THURSDAY, 
JULY 13
The last day of the 

convention was com-
prised of final business 

meetings throughout the morning, 
and final goodbyes before visitors 
traveled back home. 
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IMPERIAL SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
103-Year-Old Shriner 
Honored with Imperial 
Potentate’s Medallion 
During the Imperial Session Public 
Opening, Melvin “Mel” Brown of 
Amara Shriners was honored with 
the Imperial Potentate’s Medallion. 

Brown has been a Mason and Shri-
ner for the past 61 years. In January, 
he celebrated his 103rd birthday 
with the nobles and ladies of Amara 
Shriners in Palm Beach Gardens, 
Florida, at the St. Lucie Shrine Club, 
and received donations to Shriners 
Hospitals as gifts. 

While Brown has lived in Port St. 
Lucie, Florida, for the past 29 years, 
before retiring he was a businessman 
in Canajoharie, New York. He served 
in the Army during World War II, and 
was stationed in the South Pacific. 
He and his wife of nearly 70 years, 
Donna, had four children: two daugh-
ters and two sons, one of whom is a 
Shriner. In May of 2016, Brown lost 
his wife. He says he misses her very 
much, but continues to stay active and 
participate in fundraising for the trans-
portation fund, and even still drives.

Brown has been a lifelong member 
of 20 organizations, and says he’s 
most proud of being a Shriner and 
a Shrine clown for 61 years. He has 
attended 53 Imperial Sessions over his 
lifetime, and has remained dedicated 
to his fraternity and philanthropy.

Imperial Session was definitely full 
of many memorable moments, and we 
look forward to creating more with all 
of you at the 2018 event.

The 2017 Imperial 
Motorcycle Ride 
The 2017 Imperial Motorcy-
cle Ride was held Monday, 
July 10. The route was 
about 55 miles along the 
beaches of Daytona, and 
around part of the famous 
Daytona Loop. Partici-
pants were escorted by 
members of the Volusia 
County Sheriff’s Office, 
the Daytona Beach Police 
Department, the Daytona International 
Speedway Motors, the Ormond Beach 
Police Department, and the Flagler County 
Sheriff Deputies, followed by the Daytona 
Beach Fire Department Motor Medics. 
There were 77 motorcycles in the ride. 

Walk, Ride or Drive for LOVE
On Sunday, July 9, participants were able 
to Walk, Ride or Drive around the Daytona 
International Speedway during the Imperial 
Session Walk for LOVE. During the event, 
which benefited Shriners Hospitals for 
Children, attendees had the opportunity 
to walk through the UNOH Fanzone and 
Garage Area, ride their motorcycle, or even 

A Look at a Few Memorable Events from Imperial Session 

get behind the wheel of their car and drive a 
lap around the most famous track in racing. 

Twelve-hundred people, including 30 
patients, came together for the event. 
Motorcycles, sports cars, mini cars—you 
name it—were humming away in the 
background, and the energy was high. 
“Ready, Set, Go,” was finally heard over the 
speakers, and racers in bright orange shirts 
made their way under the huge inflatable 
Shriners Hospitals for Children arch that 
welcomed everyone onto the Speedway. 
At the end of “walk” portion, participants 
were able to take photos on the Gatorade 
Victory Lane Stage before the “ride” and 
“drive” on the Speedway began. 

“It was awesome!” said Noble Carlos 
Lopez of the El Salvador Shrine Club, 
Abou Saad Shriners. This was Lopez’s first  
Imperial Session.

Motor Corp competitions were also held 
around the Speedway, which was a thrill 
to witness. We are grateful for all those 
who helped make this unique fundraising 
event such a huge success.

More than 100 nobles 
and ladies, representing 
at least 17 states and 14 
temples, were present. 
Through a 50/50 fund-
raiser, the event raised 
$420 for the First Lady’s 
program. We especially 
thank Illustrious Sir 
Mitch Lokken and the 
members of the Iron 
Horse Unit of Bahia 
Shriners in Orlando, 
who were instrumental 

in organizing the ride. 
The motorcycle ride will happen again 

in 2018, on July 16, and riders will be 
escorted on a different route to keep it 
fresh and exciting. Please email Impe-
rialride2018@gmail.com for information.

From left to right: Illustrious Sir Gene Fox 
of Kerak Shriners standing next to Noble 
Carlos Lopez of the El Salvador Shrine 
Club, Abou Saad Shriners, and fellow 
members of the El Salvador Shrine Club, 
who met on the Speedway. 



With Books and Awards, Shriners 
International Recognizes Past and 
Present Successes

PAGES AND PROFILES
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SHRINERS: A HISTORY  
OF FELLOWSHIP AND 
PHILANTHROPY
We’re proud to introduce a new book 
that charts the history of the Shriners 
International fraternity and its official phi-
lanthropy, Shriners Hospitals for Children, 
from their beginnings to approximately 
June 2017. 

The history of Shriners International 
is the story of individuals who, in 1872, 

SHRINER
Spotlight

AWARD

The

Honoring Our History 
and Our Nobles

In recognition of his outstanding 
dedication to both the fraternity 
and its philanthropy, Noble Trygve 
"Trig" Olund of Abu Bekr Shriners 
in Sioux City, Iowa, was named the 
recipient of the Shriner Spotlight 
Award for summer 2017. 

Twenty years ago, Olund signed 
on as a member of the Abu Bekr 
Shriners Hospital Dads Unit. Ten 
days later, he transported a child 
to Shriners Hospitals for Children 
— Twin Cities for the first time. That was nearly 300 trips ago. 

Olund, according to Noble Roger Merrill, is "one of the 
'most unforgettable nobles' ever encountered at the Abu 
Bekr Shrine Center."

Olund is a 54-year member of Landmark Masonic Lodge 
#103. He served as Worshipful Master in 1970, and for a 
number of years on the Masonic Speakers Committee. 

Olund’s oldest grandson fol-
lowed in his footsteps many 
years later, and also served as 
Worshipful Master of Landmark 
Masonic Lodge. In 2015, Olund 
became a 50-year member of 
the Scottish Rite. 

He continues as an active 
driver for the “kids,” and is a 
mentor for new driver trainees. 
Olund bonds with the children and families during each 
five-hour trip to the hospital, and puts them at complete 
ease. He even brings his Norwegian entertainment “bag of 
goodies” along with him and takes the time to entertain the 
children in the waiting room. 

Olund also serves as a speaker and educator, spreading 
awareness about Shriners International and serving children. 

We thank Noble Olund for his contributions to Shriners 
International and Shriners Hospitals for Children, and con-
gratulate him on receiving the Shriner Spotlight Award. 

came together in the spirit 
of Masonic values, fel-
lowship and fun. These 
inspired, passionate men 
formed a worldwide frater-

nity of brotherhood and later established 
a globally recognized pediatric health 
care system. 

Shriners International became an 
established part of American culture and 
ultimately spread its influence and good 
works across the world. Along the way, an 
official philanthropy was created that has 
helped more than 1.3 million children enjoy 
healthier, more productive lives. 

Thanks to the unwavering determination, 

dedication and hard work of countless Shri-
ners and supporters over the years, two 
organizations have left a lasting impact on 
humanity. And with the help of new genera-
tions who share this passion for enjoying life 
and helping others, Shriners International and 
Shriners Hospitals for Children will continue 
making a difference for decades to come. This 
book provides an outstanding opportunity to 
share the history and mission of the Shriners 
organization with prospective and new Shri-
ners, and their ladies.

To follow the amazing story of these two 
incredible organizations, order your copy of 
Shriners: A History of Fellowship and Philan-
thropy today at shrinersinternational.org.

The Shriner Spotlight Award

To submit a nomination for the quarterly award, please send the name of the person you are 
nominating and why, along with a photo of the noble (wearing a fez), to shrinepr@shrinenet.org.
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He will lead Shriners International  
for the 2017-2018 Imperial Year

IMPERIAL SIR GARY J. BERGENSKE was elected Imperial Potentate, part of 
the 12-member body that helps govern the Shriners fraternity, during the Shriners’ 
2017 Imperial Session—held in Daytona Beach, Florida, July 9 - July 13. As Imperial 
Potentate, he is the highest-ranking Shriner in the world and serves as president of 
the Board of Directors of Shriners International, chairman of the Board of Directors 
of Shriners Hospitals for Children, and a member of the Board of Trustees of Shriners 
Hospitals for Children. He is currently serving his 11th year as a member of the 
Boards of Directors for Shriners International and Shriners Hospitals for Children.

7

Joining the Fraternity
A friend invited Bergenske to a fish fry 
at Bahia Shriners. It didn’t take long for 
him to realize this was what he needed—
a group of friends committed to one 
another—not unlike the close-knit com-
munities he had known growing up. He 
took the steps necessary to become a 
noble, joining the fraternity in 1994. 
A natural leader, Bergenske became 
Potentate of Bahia in 2005. Bergenske 
describes his leadership skills as “being 
able to inspire people to do their best, 
and then to enjoy doing it.”

While serving on the temple Divan, he 
also served on the Imperial Membership 
Committee, which gave him experience 
at the fraternity’s national level. Ulti-
mately, he became an Imperial officer. 

In addition to providing Bergenske 
with brotherhood and friends, Shriners 
International has also had a profound, 
permanent impact on his personal life. 
Bergenske met his lady, Anne, at a social 
event at Bahia Shriners. Eventually, 
they married and blended their families 
together. With their combined six chil-
dren, the family became known as the 
“Bergy Bunch.” At one time, they had 
four kids in college at once.

As an Imperial officer, Bergenske 
has served on several committees. He 
was Chairman of the East-West Shrine 

Imperial Sir Bergenske is a native of 
Pardeeville, Wisconsin, a village of 2 square 
miles, located 35 miles north of Madison. 
When the Bergenske family lived there, 
Pardeeville had 1,331 residents. The rural 
landscape, including covered bridges, is not 
marred by a single stoplight. Just before 
Bergenske would begin high school, the 
family moved to Portage, Wisconsin, a 
town of 8,000 with two traffic lights, which 
felt like a “big city.” During high school, 
Bergenske played football and basketball, 
and worked at a local restaurant. After 
his graduation, the family left the harsh 
winters and small towns of Wisconsin for 
the Sunshine State, moving to Jacksonville. 

Focused on Business
In Florida, Bergenske gained work experi-
ence in several areas, including restaurants 
and life insurance. While sampling various 
industries, he was observing, learning—and 
saving—in order to one day fulfill his goal 
of being in business for himself. 

That dream came true in 1985, when, 
at the age of 30, Bergenske purchased J & 
J Metro Moving and Storage in Orlando, 
Florida, which he still owns and operates 
today. For the next several years, Bergen-
ske was totally focused on the business, 
working hard to ensure its long-term 
success. Once that was secure, he took a 
breath, and realized he wanted to expand 
his leisure activities and social circle.

GARY J. BERGENSKE 
Elected Imperial Potentate

7 Game® Committee for three years, and 
was instrumental in moving the Game to 
Florida, where it has enjoyed increased 
success. As Chairman of the Imperial 
Public Relations Committee in 2012, he 
initiated discussions which led to the 
organization’s first paid commercials. 
Televised advertising is now a primary 
element of the public and donor relations 
efforts to raise awareness and funds for 
Shriners Hospitals for Children.

As Chairman of the Capital Evalua-
tion Committee, established in 2015, 
Bergenske proposed six pieces of leg-
islation (known as the “six pack”) at the 
2016 Imperial Session that would raise 
funds and increase financial efficiency 
of the fraternity. “That committee and 
that legislation (which passed) strategi-
cally changed the way the fraternity does 
business,” said Bergenske.

As Imperial Potentate, Bergenske plans 
to focus the health care system on “the 
poorest countries, in order to provide 
care to the neediest of kids,” and to “take 
ownership of the membership challenge.”

He plans to implement a program that 
challenges all members and temples 
to increase their recruitment efforts, 
develops an allied referral program at 
headquarters, uses technology more 
effectively, and improves communica-
tion at all levels.
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Introducing the Imperial Potentate’s Program
At the 2016 Imperial Session, Imperial Sir Gary Bergenske introduced 
legislation, known as the six-pack, which was intended to strengthen 
the financial position of Shriners International. The bill, which passed, 
included permission for the Imperial Potentate to have a fundraising 
program. The concept is similar to the familiar First Lady’s program, 
with the beneficiary being the fraternity, rather than the philanthropy.

Imperial Sir Bergenske is the first Imperial 
Potentate to implement the new program. 
His fundraising effort will include the 
sale of three individual items—a beautiful 
Masonic Shrine apron, a carrying case for 
it, and a Shriners Jewel. These items can be 
purchased individually, in combination or 
as a complete set. Discounts are available 
for bundled purchases.

The Shriners Jewel is a replica of 
a design from over 100 years ago, 
described as a gold colored metal 
Shrine emblem on a white ribbon with 
a gold-colored bar. It is truly a must-
have item, and available for $49.99. 

Each apron is handmade and can be 
individually customized. For instance, 
you can have your name embroidered 
under the flap; have a Past Mas-
ter’s emblem placed on it, etc.

Imperial Sir Bergenske 
chose these items because 
they represent the rich his-
tory of Shriners, and they are 
of a quality nobles and others will 
admire and appreciate. 

“They are items that will be noticed, 
and will serve as perfect openings to 
discussions of what the Shriners fra-
ternity is, and how to become part of 
it,” said Bergenske. 

“When people see the aprons, they 
will want to know more. They make a 
great one-of-a-kind gift as well.”

The new Shriners 
apron, carrying case 
and Shriners Jewel, 
items available 
through the Imperial 
Potentate’s Program.

Supporting Your Fraternity
The unique, quality apron and the accompanying items will 
be available for purchase throughout this Imperial Year. 

Orders can be placed at masonicsupplyshop.com/shrine-apron, where additional 
information is also available.

By purchasing these items, you will be supporting your fraternity, and helping to 
ensure its ability to promote the Masonic ideals of brotherhood, relief and truth, 
as well as work to improve the lives of children and make the world a better place, 
far into the future. Thank you for being part of this important effort.

Combining Traditions
Aprons are an important and treasured 
symbol of Masonry. The 2017-2018 Impe-
rial Potentate’s Program brings together 
the traditions of Masonry and Shriners 
with a new custom-designed apron depict-
ing the familiar Scimitar and Crescent, 
which has been a symbol of the Shriners 
fraternity since its inception. The apron 
is white lambskin leather with hand 
embroidery and other embellishments, 
and sells for $359.99. The apron should be 
stored in a special case, available for $100.  
 

FRATERNAL FUNDRAISER 
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DEDICATED TO OUR FRATERNITY  
AND PHILANTHROPY
Gantt was raised a Master Mason at Cherryville Lodge #505 
in 1971. He is a member of the York Rite, Grotto and was hon-
ored with the 33rd Degree of the Scottish Rite. Gantt became a 
member of Oasis Shriners in Charlotte, North Carolina, in 1972, 
and joined Arabia Shriners in Houston in 1980, where he held 
numerous offices, including Chairman of the Five-year Planning 
Committee. He served as the temple’s 
Potentate in 2002. 

Gantt is a Chairman Emeritus of Shri-
ners Hospitals for Children — Houston 
Board of Governors and has served at 
the Imperial level as Outer Guard Aide, 
Captain of the Guard Aide, Imperial Marshal Aide and member of 
the Imperial Dispensations and Charters Committee. During his 
years as a member of the Boards of Directors, he has served on 
a number of committees, including Budget, Building and Equip-
ment, Information Systems, Public Relations, Salary, Personnel 
and Retirement, Planning, Corporate Compliance, Education 
Seminars, Sports, Research, Medical Affairs, Strategic Planning and 
Investments. In addition, he has served as Liaison Officer to the 
Shriners Hospitals for Children in Philadelphia, Houston, Cincin-
nati, Montreal, Tampa, Honolulu and Galveston. In addition to his 
service in the Shriners fraternity, Gantt is an honorary member of 
the DeMolay Legion of Honor.

COMMITTED TO FAMILY 
Gantt comes from a close-knit family—the kind that makes 
time to eat breakfast and dinner together every day. So it’s 
no surprise that he is committed to home and family. For 
example, although Imperial Sir Gantt and Lady Lisa live 1,000 
miles away in Houston, they routinely return to North Carolina 
to spend time with family, especially their great-nieces and 
great-nephews. 

A FEW INTERESTING 
PERSONAL DETAILS
Born in Gastonia, North Carolina, Gantt 
attended Wingate College in Wingate, 

North Carolina. He then joined the United States Marine 
Corps., where he served as an air traffic controller. After his 
military service, Gantt chose to return to the family’s construc-
tion business and work alongside his uncles, cousins and father, 
rather than become a civilian air traffic controller. Since 1980, 
he has been the president of Piedmont Contractors, Inc., a 
commercial general contracting firm in Houston.

At home, Gantt and his wife, Lisa, enjoy NASCAR and the 
Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo, where they are life-
members and Gantt is an active committee member. 

JERRY G. GANTT of Houston, Texas, is currently serving his 13th year as a 
member of the Boards of Directors for Shriners Hospitals for Children. He was 
re-elected President of Shriners Hospitals for Children during the 2017 Imperial 
Session. As president, he also serves as Chairman of the Board of Trustees. He 
was also elected to serve as a member on the Board of Trustees. He served as 
Imperial Potentate in 2015–2016.

As Chairman, Gantt will continue to work with the Joint Boards to make the 
health care system more efficient and more in line with our patient volumes 
and current health care trends. He will also continue to stress the importance 
of doing everything possible to reach more children and families who could 
benefit from our services. 

DEDICATED LEADER 
CONTINUES TO SERVE
Imperial Sir Jerry Gantt Re-elected President 
of Shriners Hospitals for Children

Gantt is an honorary 
member of the DeMolay 

Legion of Honor.
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Highlights of Shriners International 
Amendments Passed:
Article 1 — General Provisions
101.3 This amendment clarifies that all amounts payable to 
Shriners International will be stated and payable in U.S. dollars.
101.4 The most recent edition of Robert’s Rules of Order Newly 
Revised will govern parliamentary procedure. 

Article 2 — Registered Agent, Registered Office  
and Principal Office
2.1 and 2.2 Updates the registered agent and principal office. 

Article 4 — Sessions
204.4 Updates the language of “air mail,” and increases the 
advance notification period for a special session to 10 days for 
Representatives. 

Article 6 — Officers
206.5 Aligns the Imperial Treasurer’s reporting period with that 
of the corporation. Going forward, the fiscal year of Shriners 
International is from Aug. 1 to July 31. 

Article 9 — Shrine Associations
209.1 Transfers the responsibility for reviewing, reporting and 
approving membership changes in Temple Associations to the 
Dispensations and Charters Committee. 

Article 22 — Temple Charter and Location
322.5 Review and approval of temple relocation resolutions 
will be the responsibility of the Dispensation and Charters 
Committee. Proposals to move the location of a temple must 
be signed by 100 members of the temple or 10 percent of the 
temple membership, whichever is the lower number.

Article 23 — Temple Membership
323.5 All temples will now use paper ballots and majority vote 
for candidate membership election. Additionally, the voting 
procedure for International Shrine Clubs will be the Alternative 
Balloting procedure, which will be conducted at the Shrine Club, 
not at the temple.

Article 29 — Dispensation and Charter for New Temple
329.4 Petitions for dispensation for temples would become void 
unless specifically extended by appropriate action of Shriners 
International, 90 days prior to the third Imperial Session following 
the issuance, or after the third unsuccessful filing.

Article 30 — Discipline by Temple
330.4 All complaints filed under Article 30 of the bylaws of 
Shriners International must contain an acknowledgement that a 
complaint filed in bad faith or for frivolous reasons is a violation of 
Shrine law and that the complaint is not filed for these reasons. 
An attempt to resolve the complaint through mediation before 
Article 30 proceedings begin is mandatory. The Potentate must 
provide the complaining Noble with a complete copy of Article 30.
330.5 Allows a temple grievance committee to take disciplinary 
action against a Noble, if he has filed a complaint in bad faith 
or for a frivolous reason. 

Article 32 — Initiation Fee; Dues; Hospital Levy; Assessments
332.1 A fez can be provided to a new noble as part of the initiation fee.

Article 34 — Temple Business Affairs and Fiscal Regulations
Updates language so that it aligns with current insurance industry 
terminology and clarifies and expands the required additional insureds 
and required coverage. 

Article 35 — Prohibited Practices
Temples may obtain from Shriners International the names of Nobles 
living in their jurisdiction who are not members of the temple.

Article 36 — Temple Units
An Imperial Potentate can grant dispensation allowing participa-
tion by non-Nobles in a parade at the annual Session of Shriners 
International during his term in office.

Article 102 — Brazil
Hikmat Shriners is granted exclusive jurisdiction in the Brazilian states 
of Bahia and Minas Gerais.

Requests for Association Membership
Alhambra and Yaarab Shriners are now members of the South Atlantic 
Shrine Association. Al Menah Shriners is now a member of the Dixie 
Shrine Association.

Requests for Withdrawals from Association Membership
Yaarab Shriners is no longer a member of the Dixie Shrine Associa-
tion. Al Bahr Shriners is no longer a member of the Western Shrine 
Association. Egypt, Jerusalem and Wahabi Shriners are no longer 
members of the Southeastern Shrine Association.

Requests to Change Temple Locations
The requests of Scimitar, Salaam, Ziyara and Bahia Shriners to change 
their temple locations were all approved.

Petitions for Proposed New Temples
Petitions for dispensation to open new temples in Santa Cruz, Bolivia, 
and Sao Paulo, S.P., Brazil were granted.

Highlights of Shriners Hospitals  
for Children Amendments Passed:
Article 1 — General Provisions
501.4 The most recent edition of Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised 
will govern parliamentary procedure.

Article 5 — Principal Place of Business and Place of Meeting
 5.2 States the principal place of the business office and the address 
of the registered agent.

Article 7 — Officers
507.4 The Shriners Hospitals for Children Secretary will make the 
minutes of all meetings available to all Colorado Corporation members 
through a secure site on Shriners Village.

Additional Resolutions Passed:
The “Oversight Committee” is continued for an additional year and the 
Imperial Treasurer is added as an ex-officio member of this committee.

Legislation and Other Decisions Made at Imperial Session 
During Imperial Session, potential changes to the rules and bylaws, as well as other official requests and resolutions, 
that guide and govern both Shriners International and Shriners Hospitals for Children are discussed and voted on. 
Here is a summary of amendments and resolutions passed.



12 Shriner Magazine: Pride and Tradition

ELECTIONS AND 
APPOINTMENTS 

Elected Imperial Outer Guard: 
Lawrence J. "Larry" Leib, 
Moslem Shriners

Larry Leib is a member of Moslem 
Shriners in Southfield, Michigan, and 
a member of the Iowa Corporation for 
Shriners International and the Colorado 
Corporation for Shriners Hospitals for 
Children. He also serves as Secretary 
Emeritus for the Shriners Hospitals 
for Children — Chicago Board of Gov-
ernors, and served on the Chicago 
Shriners Hospital’s Executive Com-

mittee from 2004 to 2010, and Board of Governors from 2003 to 2011. 
He additionally served Shriners Hospitals for Children on the Donor 

Relations International Executive Advisory Committee. From 2004 to 
2009, Leib served Shriners Hospitals for Children as Chairman of Devel-
opment for the state of Michigan. He was also a member of the Shriners 
International Strategic Planning Committee from 2012 to 2013, and a 
Shriners International Imperial Aide for numerous years. 

NUMEROUS ELECTIONS WERE HELD DURING THE 2017 IMPERIAL SESSION, and 
excellent new members were welcomed to both our Shriners International and Shriners 
Hospitals for Children leadership boards. We congratulate the following members who 
were either elected or appointed during the convention.

Leib served as Potentate of Moslem Shriners in 2015; on 
the Divan from 2010 to 2015; as General Counsel from 2002 
to 2008, and from 2010 to 2013; and as General Counsel for 
the Moslem Shrine Circus from 2002 to 2013. He has also 
served as General Counsel to the Executive Committee of 
the Michigan State Fair, which Moslem Shriners is an owner 
of. Additionally, he is a Life Member of Moslem Shriners’ 
Directors Staff and Clown Units. 

Leib is a third generation attorney who began his legal 
career at Leib, Leib and Kramer P.C. in 1994, and was a 
partner with the firm until 2004 when he left to start his own 
firm, the Law Offices of Lawrence J. Leib. While he practices 
in the litigation field, Leib also has a unique specialty in 
long-term strategic planning for nonprofits, philanthropies 
and charities. In addition to his work with Masonry and the 
Shriners, Leib has also served in the leadership of other 
international fraternal organizations. 

Leib’s lady is Debbie Binder, and he has two children, 
Caitlin and Jenner Leib.

Elected Imperial Recorder: 
Randy E. Rudge, Anah Shriners

The Shriners fraternity and Masonry 
have always been a part of Randy 
Rudge’s life since many family mem-
bers, including his father and uncle, 
were actively involved in both organi-
zations. At the age of 21, he joined St. 
Andrews Lodge #83, Scottish Rite and 
Anah Shriners in Bangor, Maine. Rudge 
is also an associate member of Egypt 
Shriners in Tampa, Florida, where he 
and his son, Jayden, currently reside. 

Rudge proudly served on the Divan of Anah Shriners from 2007 to 
2010. He believes the most significant area he was asked to work on 
was temple membership. That is where he realized his strengths and 
skills could best be used to assist his beloved fraternity. After serving 
as temple membership chairman for a couple of years, his efforts were 
recognized by Imperial Sir Jack Jones, who recommended to the Imperial 

Potentate that Rudge be appointed to the Imperial Member-
ship Committee, and serve as a Regional Director. Rudge 
also served Shriners International as a member of the TRAC 
Team, Futures Committee and Pilot Implementation Team. 

He has also been a presenter at the annual Membership, 
Oriental Guide and Assistant Rabban Seminars for many 
years. For the past several years, he has been honored to 
serve on the Conference of Grand Masters’ Masonic Renewal 
Committee of North America. He is also a member of the 
Order of Quetzalcoatl.

Rudge was employed as Director of Membership Develop-
ment for Shriners International, working with the nobility, 
temples and Imperial Membership team to help strengthen 
the fraternity. 

He was truly fortunate to work under the mentorship and 
leadership of Imperial Sir Jack Jones, both as a volunteer and 
an employee of Shriners International. Rudge’s extensive 
knowledge of the Shriners fraternity and its bylaws has 
allowed him to provide guidance and support to many 
temples throughout the world. 

Your Newly Elected or 
Appointed 2017-2018 
Hospital and Fraternal 
Board Members

OFFICERS AND LEADERS
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Elected Imperial Treasurer: 
Brad T. Koehn, Arab Shriners

Brad Koehn was raised a Master Mason 
at Topeka Lodge #17 in Topeka, Kansas, 
in May 1981, and is now a member of 
Orient Lodge #51 in Topeka. Koehn is 
also a member of Scottish Rite Valley 
of Topeka.

Koehn became a member of Arab 
Shriners in Topeka in 1981, served as 
the temple’s Potentate in 2015, and is 
currently active with their Member-
ship Committee.

Koehn has served on the Finance and Audit Committee of Shri-
ners International and Shriners Hospitals for Children for six years, 
including as Imperial Auditor and Chairman for three of those years.  

Appointed Imperial Chaplain: 
Bobby B. Simmons, 
Al Sihah Shriners

Bobby Simmons served six years on the 
Shriners Hospitals for Children Board of 
Trustees, from 2009 through 2015. In 
2016, he was honored with the Imperial 
Potentate’s Award of Merit, the greatest 
honor the fraternity can bestow upon 
a Shriner. 

Simmons was raised a Master Mason 
in 1967 and served his Blue Lodge as 
Worshipful Master in 1985. Simmons 

became a member of Al Sihah Shriners in Macon, Georgia, in 1972, and 
served as Potentate in 1988. He currently serves as temple Treasurer. 

On the Imperial level, Simmons has served as the Imperial Captain of 
the Guard Aide, the Imperial Marshal’s Aide and the Imperial Potentate’s 
Aide. He has also served on the Imperial Dispensation and Charters, 
Imperial Distinguished Guest Registration, the East-West Shrine Game 
and Donor Relations Committees.

To learn more about our leadership, and to read their full biographies, please visit our 
websites at either shrinersinternational.org or shrinershospitalsforchildren.org.

He currently serves on the Capital Evaluation, Sports and 
Golf Committees.

Koehn is also a member of the Order of Quetzalcoatl 
and Royal Order of Jesters, and is a lifetime member of 
Cabiri International.

Koehn is currently a Director with the accounting firm of 
Berberich Trahan & Co. P.A., where he has been employed 
for more than 36 years. He is a member of the American 
Institute of Certified Public Accountants and the Kansas 
Society of CPAs. Koehn’s work experience includes provid-
ing audit, tax and accounting assistance to many Shriners 
International temples.

Koehn and his wife, Cheryl, have two sons and a daughter, 
Tyler, Brett and Courtney. Both sons are also Shriners. Koehn 
is a third generation Shrine Mason and followed in his father’s 
footsteps as Potentate of Arab Shriners.

Simmons formed a Day Light Masonic Lodge and served 
as its first Master in 2007. In 2009, he also served as District 
Twelve Masonic Master. In the Grand Lodge of Georgia, he 
has served as the Most Worshipful Grand Master, the Grand 
Orator, Chairman of the Masonic Home Endowment, and 
is presently serving as Grand Treasurer. He has also served 
as Venerable Master of the Lodge of Perfection. Simmons 
received the Honorary Legion of Honor from DeMolay Inter-
national, and has served on the degree team for this award. 

Simmons joined the United States Air Force, and served as 
a flight engineer. He received many honors and distinctions 
during his service, including “Best Flight Engineer Award” 
from the Air Training Command, the Air Force Commendation 
Medal, Joint Services Commendation Medal and the Out-
standing Unit Award. He retired in 1981 as a maintenance 
superintendent and began a civil service career at Robins 
Air Base in Warner Robins, Georgia. In 1990, he received a 
“Point of Light Award” for outstanding community service 
from President George H. W. Bush.

Bobby and his wife, Nancy, have three children: Jeffery, 
Teresa and David, and five grandchildren.

Trustees Re-Elected
James A. “Jim” Doel, Tunis Shriners; Peter 
Diaz, M.D., Bahia Shriners; and Skip D. 
F. Stanaway, Al Kader Shriners, were 
re-elected to the Shriners Hospitals for 
Children Board of Trustees. 
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Anne Bergenske, First Lady of Shriners 
International, hopes that one day more 
children will be born healthy, and that the 
availability of improved treatments and pro-
cedures that can be performed before birth, 
will make this possible. 

She has announced her fundraising program, 
Love Grows Miracles, which will provide funding 
through scholarships to support research being 
done by physicians and scientists at Shriners 
Hospitals for Children® to ensure healthy births 
and pave the way for the development of inno-
vative treatments that may one day eliminate 
some birth disorders. 

“Every parent hopes their child will come into 
this world healthy, and without difficulties. The 
researchers at Shriners Hospitals for Children 
are working hard to gain understanding that will 
help develop and refine in utero procedures, 
ultimately allowing more parents to experience 
the incomparable joy and wonder of a healthy 
newborn,” said Anne Bergenske, First Lady of 
Shriners International. Whether the problem is 
spina bifida, cleft lip and palate, cerebral palsy, 
limb abnormalities, or any other of countless 
complex medical conditions, there will be solu-
tions in the future. Science and research have 
the potential to provide answers that may one 
day eliminate the occurrence or development 
of these conditions.

“Let’s do more than imagine a world without 
birth disorders; let’s help make it a reality,” said 
First Lady Anne. 

LOVE GROWS MIRACLES
Supporting research to develop innovative in utero procedures and treatments that 
will one day eliminate specific complex medical conditions, increase the number of 
healthy births, and give new hope to parents and families. 

RESEARCH THAT  
PROVIDES ANSWERS 
Shriners Hospitals for Children has a 
long history of conducting research 
that leads to new, innovative treat-
ments that change lives. Since the 
first Shriners Hospital opened in 
1922, our health care system has 
been responding to unmet medical 
needs of children, and providing 
answers and hope where there 
were none. That tradition continues 
as we seek to gain the knowledge 
and understanding necessary to 
ensure more babies are born healthy,  
without difficulties.

SUPPORT OUR  
FUNDRAISING EFFORTS
First Lady Anne invites you to join her in supporting 
the innovative research underway at Shriners Hos-
pitals for Children that will one day lead to new and 
improved in utero treatments and change the lives  
of countless children and families. Donations can  
be made during the First Lady’s visits or online at 
support.shrinershospitals.org/FirstLadyAnne.

Custom Necktie $35
Ltd. Edition Bow Tie $40

Bracelet Bead $35
Handmade Necklace $35

(3 color options)

FIRST LADY PROGRAM
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To learn more about these incredible 
Shriners, please see their one sheet 
on shrinersvillage.com. 

SHRINERS RECEIVE 
FRATERNITY’S HIGHEST HONOR

EACH YEAR, THE IMPERIAL POTENTATE has the opportunity to present exceptional nobles 
with the highest honor our fraternity can bestow upon a Shriner, the Award of Merit. This award is 
given to nobles who have who have made a great impact on both Shriners International and Shriners 
Hospitals for Children, and in their communities. During the 2017 Imperial Session, Imperial Potentate 
Chris L. Smith honored three outstanding Shriners with the award.

RODNEY C. HALL  
El Zaribah Shriners
Rodney C. Hall of Fort Mohave, Arizona, 
was raising money for Shriners Hospitals 
as “Outlaw Willie,” a character in a wild 
west-style gun fighting re-enactment 
group, for more than 10 years before he 
became a Shriner. 

In 2004, Hall joined Zelzah Shriners in 
Las Vegas. He later became a member of 
El Zaribah Shriners in Phoenix, and the 
Mohave Shrine Club. He was awarded a 
full Samsar Jewel in 2006, and was named 
El Zaribah’s Shriner of the Year in 2013. 
Over the past 25 years, he has raised a 
total of $90,000 for Shriners Hospitals. 

Hall served honorably in the United 
States Air Force, from 1961 until 1969. 
He and his wife of 54 years, Sultana, own 
and operate Outlaw Willie’s gift shop in 
Oatman, Arizona, an old Wild West gold 
mining town. Hall has been honored with 
the highest community achievement award 
in the tri-state area, the “Spirit of the Colo-
rado River Award.”

JON A. HANSON  
Zuhrah Shriners
Jon A. Hanson of Crosslake, Minnesota, 
served as Master of Cataract No. 2 in 
Minneapolis in 1990 and 1991, and is a 
member of both the Scottish Rite and York 
Rite. In 2006 and 2007, he served as Grand 
Orator of the Grand Lodge of Minnesota.

Hanson joined Zuhrah Shriners in Min-
neapolis in 1984, and served as Potentate 
in 2002, and as Recorder in 2004, 2011 
and 2012. He is also a member of the 
Crow River Shrine Club and the Aadzuh-
man Shrine Club, a part of Aad Shriners. 
He is Past Impresario and Past Director of 
Court 53 of the Royal Order of Jesters. He 
is also a member of the Honorary Legion 
of Honor of DeMolay International, Red 
Cross of Constantine, and Order of Quet-
zalcoatl. He currently serves as Chairman 
of the Jurisprudence and Laws Committee 
for Shriners Hospitals for Children, which 
he has been a member of since 2000. 

Hanson, an attorney, was voted a “Super 
Lawyer in Minnesota” in 1998. He has been 
married to his lady, Kristine, since 1975. 

Congratulations to 
the 2017 Award of 
Merit Recipients 

JOHN A. MASSEY  
Egypt Shriners
John A. Massey of Lutz, Florida, joined 
Egypt Shriners in 1975, and served five 
years as First Ceremonial Master, was 
elected Oriental Guide in 1995, and 
served as Potentate in 2000. He has been 
a member of the temple’s Motor Corp since 
1979, which he has served 10 years as Direc-
tor, and four as President. He is a member 
of both the Scottish and York Rites. 

He served as a member of the Tampa 
Shriners Hospital Board of Governors from 
2001 through 2011, and as Treasurer of the 
Board. He joined the Imperial Marshal’s 
Aide Staff in 2001, became Vice President 
in 2010, and Chairman in 2012. He has 
also served as an Imperial Potentate’s Aide 
since 2010. In addition, he was Director 
General for the 132nd Imperial Session 
in 2006, and the 142nd Imperial Session 
last year.

He also served in the United States Navy 
and Navy Reserve from 1959 through 
1965. He has been married to his lady, 
Virginia, for 50 years.

We commend these men for their achievements, and 
congratulate them for receiving our fraternity’s highest 
honor. We are grateful for all of your efforts on behalf of 
Shriners International and Shriners Hospitals for Children. AWARD OF

MERIT

SH

RINERS INTERNATIONAL
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the stories of
 ISABELLA & EMILY

PREMIERE 7.12.17
 SHRINERS HOSPITALS FOR CHILDREN PUBLIC RELATIONS DEPARTMENT PRESENTS “FREE TO BE ME”

STARRING ISABELLA & EMILY AND ROSELYNE  TIM  JOY  THAD  TAYLOR  LAUREN  DR. MORRIS  DR. DEDE  DR. VAN BOSSE  
MARY  MARISSA  JULIA  KRISTIN  TERESA  ORIGINAL THEME SONG BY KENT SCHUETTE

 
shrinershospitalsforchildren.org

INTRODUCING OUR  
NEW NATIONAL PATIENT 
AMBASSADORS
Free to be Me: The Stories of Isabella and Emily

Every year, Shriners Hospitals for Children selects two National Patient Ambassadors 
to represent the health care system’s patients. The ambassadors spend the year telling 
their stories of perseverance in the face of adversity and the ways Shriners Hospitals 
for Children has made a dramatic, life-changing difference in their lives. We would like 
to introduce our two new ambassadors:

ISABELLA 
ROSE
From birth, Isabella 
had difficulty feed-
ing and sleeping. Her 
parents, Roselyne and 
Tim, went from doctor 
to doctor seeking 
answers, but no one 
could identify a cause. As she grew, her 
parents became convinced that something 
was seriously wrong. Isabella’s speech 
sounded like she was whistling and she 
had ear infections constantly.

Searching for Answers
For five years, Roselyne and Tim sought 
answers for their little girl but continued 
to be unable to obtain even a cause or 
a diagnosis. Some professionals thought 
Isabella was cognitively impaired; others 
thought she was deaf. One day a family 
friend in the Chicago area heard about the 
issues Isabella was facing and suggested 
the family apply for treatment for Isabella at 
Shriners Hospitals for Children — Chicago. 

At their first appointment, an interdis-
ciplinary team of professionals assessed 
Isabella and, within minutes, provided a 
diagnosis. Isabella had a submucous cleft 
palate, a form of cleft palate that is not 
easily identifiable, as the palate is covered 
by a thin membrane. “It felt like the whole 
world came down on us; we finally knew 
the diagnosis,” said Roselyne. Isabella was 
scheduled for surgery to repair the cleft 
and subsequently received speech therapy 
for two years. 

Finding the Right Team
Emily was first seen at Shriners Hospi-
tals for Children — Erie when she was 
approximately 6 months old. There, she 
has undergone several surgeries. Other 
surgeries, including a VEPTR (Vertical 
Expandable Prosthetic Titanium Rib) pro-
cedure, which stabilizes the spinal curve 
and levels growth, were done through a 
collaboration between Shriners Hospitals 
for Children and Children’s Hospital of 
Pittsburgh. Emily has also been seen at 
Shriners Hospitals for Children — Phila-
delphia, where external fixators were used 
to straighten Emily’s leg at the knee, and 
increase leg length. 

After this, she was able to ride a bicycle 
for the very first time. Emily always amazes 
her doctors with her “no limits” attitude. 

Giving Back with Beads for Needs
Today, Emily is an energetic and sociable 
11-year-old. She loves dancing, swimming, 
painting pottery and public speaking. In 
2012, she started Beads for Need, a 
foundation dedicated to raising funds for 
Shriners Hospitals for Children through 
bracelet and photograph print sales, and 
has raised more than $80,000 Shriners 
Hospitals for Children — Erie. 

"Without Shriners Hospitals for Children 
Emily would not be Emily, she would be 
forced into a box,” said Joy. “With Shriners 
Hospitals there are no limits to what she 
can do.” 

To learn more about Isabella and Emily, please visit 
shrinershospitalsforchildren.org/Media-resources 
or youtube.com/user/shrinershospitals.

Finding Her Own Voice
Isabella, now 14, lives in Florida with her 
family. She has gone from struggling to be 
understood to becoming a gifted vocalist, 
and hopes to perform professionally one 
day. Isabella volunteers at a local veterinary 
hospital, pet sits and babysits. She enjoys 
painting, poetry and outdoor activities. 
She also actively seeks ways to give back 
to Shriners Hospitals for Children.

EMILY 
MELLISH
Emily’s mother, Joy, 
did not experience 
significant issues 
during pregnancy, 
but moments after 
Emily was born, that 
changed. Emily was 
rushed by ambulance to a hospital in a 
larger city only hours after birth, and spent 
her first two weeks in the NICU, where 
doctors gave her a complete assessment. 

Emily was born with spina bifida, as 
well as severe scoliosis (missing eight ribs 
on her left side) a leg-length discrepancy, 
additional orthopaedic conditions, bladder 
and kidney problems and other issues. 

When she was 6 weeks old, Emily 
had surgery to close the defect over her 
spinal cord. The following day, a long list 
of serious complications began, keeping 
her in the hospital for 28 days. During 
this time, the Mel-
lishes learned about 
Shriners Hospitals 
for Children from a 
close friend.
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ANNOUNCING A NEW MEMBERSHIP 
REFERRAL PROGRAM 

New Program has New Tools, New 
Focus, New Plans and Ambitious Goals

Shriners Interna-
tional has introduced 
the I AM R U pro-
gram, a membership 

recruitment program with a new focus, new tools and detailed 
plans which is meant to bring in 12,000 new creations by the 
2018 Imperial Session. The overall success of this program 
depends on the commitment of individual Shriners to “Share 
Your Shrine” with friends, and on temples to meet/exceed their 
best number of creations in the last five years. If every noble 
and every temple does these things, the fraternity will be very 
close to achieving that goal of 12,000 new members. The new 
program will capitalize on the increasing awareness of Shriners 
International, and on new technology in WebFez that provides 
improved information regarding the progress and status of new 
member prospects, so that timely help and encouragement can 
be offered as they work through the process. 

USING TECHNOLOGY  
FOR MEMBERSHIP RECRUITMENT 
The I AM R U program is a new approach to membership 
development that incorporates a referral program linked to 
WebFez that allows current nobles to directly refer names of 
friends, family members and acquaintances they feel would 
make good Shriners. The prospective member is linked with 
his referring noble, promoting natural mentorship based on 
an existing friendship or acquaintance. The new process can 
be tracked and reported, and each referral triggers automatic 
communications to the referring noble and the prospect. Once 
a noble makes a referral, he receives tools and resources to 
mentor his prospect and hopefully lead him to creation. The 
program encourages constant collaboration, so that every noble 
can share their fraternity with the good men around them. 

ATTRACTING INTEREST THROUGH 
WELL-PLANNED SOCIAL EVENTS
An important element of the new program is that it encourages 
temples to host fellowship parties and rush events to promote 
interest and attract membership prospects, and provides guid-
ance that helps ensure success. For example, fellowship parties 
should be in a relaxed environment and have an open table/
social concept, with no formalized membership presentation. 

These events should be open to prospective members, without 
pressure for membership recruitment or restoration; and member-
ship literature should be available upon request. 

Rush events have an open house, social and educational aspects, 
and are open to pro-
spective members and 
their families. A multi-
faceted presentation 
providing information 
on Shriners Interna-
tional, including temple 
clubs and units, as well 
as information on 
Masonry and affiliated 
organizations is encour-
aged at these events. 
Membership literature should also be provided to all attendees. 

Our goal for each Imperial Year is less suspensions, less demits 
and more affiliations. The leadership of Shriners International has 
added the ambitious goal of 12,000 new creations from Session 
to Session. This goal is attainable if temples focus on matching and 
surpassing their own best number of creations in the last five years. 

There are many resources available to help us reach our member-
ship goals. Using the new WebFez referral system is the perfect 
place to start, and  is still a great resource. 
There are also several helpful tools on Shriners Village, including 
the Membership Toolkit, Roadmap to Membership Success, and 
Marketing Materials Ordering 
System. We encourage temples 
and nobles to work with their 
Regional Membership Director 
and the Office of Membership 
Development, and to send your temple membership team to the 
annual Membership Seminar for invaluable tips and information. 

To learn more about the I AM R U program, please 
watch the video featuring Imperial Potentate Gary 
Bergenske at http://bit.ly/BergenskeMembership.
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SIGNATURE EVENTS BENEFIT 
OUR ORGANIZATIONS

THE 
SHRINERS 
HOSPITALS  
FOR 
CHILDREN 
COLLEGE 
CLASSIC
The Shriners Hos-
pitals for Children 
College Classic® is a collaborative effort between Shriners 
Hospitals for Children and the Astros Foundation, televised 
by the FOX Sports family of networks and streamed live on 
FOX Sports GO. Attendance of 53,565 at the 2017 event 
was the best ever, and broke the 17-year record for the 
tournament. The lineup for the 2018 Shriners Hospitals 
for Children College Classic, taking place March 2-4, will 
feature the University of Houston, Sam Houston State, 
Louisiana-Lafayette, University of Kentucky, Mississippi 
State, and Vanderbilt.

To learn more, please visit shrinershospitalsopen.com,  
shrinegame.com or astros.com/collegeclassic.

Supporting Our Fraternity and 
Philanthropy on a National Level

OUR NATIONAL EVENTS ARE VERY IMPORTANT to the success of both Shriners International and Shriners Hospitals for 
Children, helping to raise funds and increase public awareness and name recognition in an exciting and engaging way. By combining 
the two things Shriners do best—fun and philanthropy—we are showing the world who we are, what we do, and what we stand for. 

Host a Watch Party—It’s 
Time to Start Planning

Looking for a fun way to engage 
new or potential members? Invite your friends, neighbors, or 
the guy at the hardware store to an East-West Shrine Game 
watch party. As Shriners, this is your game, so make it part of 
your membership campaign. Recruit local football fans to watch 
the game live on NFL Network, and kick-back, cheer for your 
favorite college all-stars, debate NFL Draft picks, and talk with 
potential new members over deep-fried treats and cold drinks. 
Last year, watch parties generated more than 100 new members.

We can help. Let us know that you are planning a watch party 
at your temple on Jan. 20, and we will provide a watch party 
package to help you promote your event. Call us at 813-281-
8686, or email EastWestShrineGame@shrinenet.org.

THE SHRINERS 
HOSPITALS  
FOR CHILDREN OPEN

The 2017 Shriners Hospi-
tals for Children Open® 
will be held Oct. 30-Nov. 
5. We are excited about a 

new addition to the Open 
— Birdies for Charity — a fun, golf-
themed fundraising competition. 
Now through Nov. 1, golf fans can 
guess the number of birdies that will 
be recorded during the 2017 Shri-
ners Hospitals for Children Open, 
and donate to their favorite hos-
pital, by visiting lovetotherescue.
org/birdies-for-charity. Supporters 
who guess the correct, or closest, 
number of birdies will be entered to 
win an ultimate Las Vegas getaway.

THE EAST-WEST 
SHRINE GAME
Created by the Shriners in 1925, 
the East-West Shrine Game is the 
longest running college all-star 
game in the nation, showcas-
ing the next generation of NFL 
greats while providing priceless 
exposure for Shriners Hospitals 
for Children. With more than 300 
NFL scouts and agents in attendance, the game serves as one of 
the NFL’s primary sources for players. Every year, the players also 
visit the local Shriners Hospital, and experience first-hand the true 
purpose of the East-West Shrine Game.

The 2018 East-West Shrine Game will kick off at 3 p.m. on Jan. 
20 at Tropicana Field in St. Petersburg, Florida—be sure not to 
miss it. The game will again be televised live on NFL Network, and 
broadcast internationally on the EWSG Radio Network, hosted by 
TuneIn Radio.
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REMEMBERING 
IMPERIAL SIR 
JACK JONES
Honoring Imperial Sir Jack Jones’ 
Legacy of Gracious Leadership

A DEDICATED AND 
BELOVED LEADER 
Imperial Sir Jones worked tirelessly for 
nearly 40 years to support and serve the 
fraternity at the national level. He served 
Shriners International as Imperial Recorder 
for more than 35 years, Executive Vice 
President for five, Imperial Potentate for 
one, and received countless accolades and 
honors, including the Imperial Potentate’s 
Award of Merit, which is the highest honor 
in the fraternity. 

Imperial Sir Jones was also known as 
one of the most dedicated and genuine 
people to work alongside—a reputation 
he earned by leading the fraternity with 
grace and pride.

He was initially elected Imperial 
Recorder in 1979, and served in that posi-
tion until his death, with the exception of 
the year he served as Imperial Potentate. 

During much of his time as Imperial 
Recorder, he also served as Corporate 
Director of Membership Development 
and Chairman of the Masonic Relations 
and DeMolay Committees.

As Imperial Potentate, Imperial Sir Jones 
focused on bringing people together, 
developing modern membership solu-
tions and recognizing the fraternity’s global 

impact and its potential. His theme for the 
year was "Unity Wins." He was a frequent 
speaker at Masonic events throughout the 
world, and was a well-known and well-
respected Masonic leader.

Imperial Sir Jones received several 
Masonic awards, including the Benjamin 
Franklin Medal from the Grand Lodge of 
Pennsylvania; the Henry Price Medal from 
the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts; the 
Andrew Jackson Medal from the Grand 
Lodge of Tennessee; and The Distinguished 
Service Award from the Grand Lodge 
of New York (posthumously). He was a 
recipient of the DeMolay Grand Cross and 
DeMolay Legion of Honor, the Knights 
Templar Grand Cross, and the Grand Cross 
of Honor. 

Imperial Sir Jones traveled extensively 
on behalf of Shriners International, and 
attended many different Masonic events as 
a representative. Every year since 1982, he 
attended the Conference of Grand Masters 
of North America where he served as MC 
at the Frank S. Land Memorial Breakfast. 
He was very proud that 
Shriners International had 
sponsored this event for 
more than 50 years. 

A LEGACY OF  
GRACIOUS KINDNESS
In addition to his years of impeccable ser-
vice and leadership to his fraternity, and 
his many accolades and achievements in 
both Masonry and Shriners International, 
what we will also always remember is his 
exemplary character. He was gracious and 
kind to everyone, and always had time for 
anyone who needed him. He was consis-
tently and relentlessly positive as he faced 
the many challenges of life and leadership. 

Imperial Sir Jones was loved by everyone 
who worked with and for him, and was 
known for his dedication and gentle, kind 
and gracious spirit. We can honor him—and 
his memory—by remembering his example, 
and doing our best to live into it. He will 
remain in our hearts forever. 

He leaves behind two sons, Steve, (and 
his wife, Sue), and Brian; four grandchil-
dren, Jerod, Jessica, Valerie, and Ryan; and 
one great-grandchild, Owen, who remain 
in our thoughts and prayers.

The Shriners family sustained  
a great loss with the passing 
of Imperial Sir Jack H. Jones 
on April 27. Imperial Sir Jones 
personified what it means to be a 
Mason and a Shriner, and worked 
continuously to strengthen the 
Masonic family.

He was a recipient of the DeMolay Grand Cross 
and DeMolay Legion of Honor, the Knights Templar 

Grand Cross, and the Grand Cross of Honor.
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MARCH 28 DEPARTURE NOW 

AVAILABLE
16 days starting from $3195 
with international airfare  
from New York

15 days starting from $2395 
River Cruise only

River Cruise featuring our privately owned 140-passenger ship exclusively for American travelers 

Romance of the Rhine & Mosel
Belgium: Antwerp • The Netherlands: Willemstad, Kinderdijk • Germany: Bonn, 
Trier, Bernkastel, Boppard, Speyer • France: Strasbourg • Switzerland: Basel
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Join Imperial Sir Gary and  
Lady Anne on this exclusive  
Shriners River Boat Cruise!

Due to overwhelming demand, the March 14, 
2018 Shriners Cruise is SOLD OUT! Imperial 
Sir Gary and Lady Anne have agreed to join 

the beginning of a second departure on 
March 28, 2018 before flying home. If you 

are taking air with Grand Circle, the cost for 
the March 28, 2018 departure is the same as 
March 14, 2018. If you choose to book your 
own air, the cruise only price for the March 

28, 2018 departure is $500 per person more. 
New bookings only.

MARCH 14 DEPARTURE

SOLD OUT 


