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Although I have been serving as Imperial Poten-
tate for about two months now, this is my first 
opportunity to share a message with you via 
this publication. And so, again, my first, most 
important words to you are ‘thank you.’ Thank you, 
most importantly, for your trust and confidence, 
and for this opportunity to lead. 

I became a Mason because I saw a philosophy 
that would help me be a better man. Becoming 
a Shriner gave me a way to help others. As we 
move into the new Imperial year, I am confident 
that we can – and will – do even more for others, 
and for our fraternity, as well. 

This year, we will continue to focus on strength-
ening and increasing membership, and I look 
forward to working with Brian Van Norman, our 
new chief membership development officer.  
We also will continue the highly successful  

I AM R U membership recruitment program, but 
will focus a bit more on effectively moving more 
of the new candidates through the entire process, 
and to finally becoming new nobles.

Every year, the Imperial Potentate has a theme, 
or slogan. This year, it is “Together We Can!” 
That’s more than a catchy phrase; it is something 
to focus on and remember every day. We are a 
brotherhood; working together should be second 
nature; sometimes it isn’t. It needs to be; in fact, 
it must be because together, we can do so much. 
Together, we can strengthen our membership 
numbers and our fraternity; and together, we 
can continue to make a difference in the lives of 
countless children and families.

A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN  
OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR  
IMPERIAL POTENTATE

I want to again thank the voting representatives at 
Imperial Session for allowing me to serve another 
term as President and Chairman of the Board of 
Trustees of Shriners Hospitals for Children®. I 
greatly appreciate the confidence and trust, and 
will continue to do all I can to strengthen, protect 
and preserve our philanthropy. 

We are encouraged by the realistic and respon-
sible attitude that was evident at Imperial Session. 
This will be a tremendous asset as we continue 
to respond to changes in the health care industry 
and make necessary adaptations throughout our 
health care system. As a first step, we are begin-
ning to implement the plans for realigning and 
restructuring the Boston, Cincinnati, Spokane 
and Twin Cities hospitals.

We must become more responsive to the 
trends, demands and expectations of the health 
care industry, and of today’s families. 

Today, approximately 85 percent of pedi-
atric medical procedures are performed in an 

outpatient setting. We must adjust our primary 
care delivery model and right-size our resources 
to reflect this industry change. We must also 
be mindful of our resources, and use them all – 
including beds and buildings – wisely, efficiently 
and effectively, throughout our health care system.

We will continue to evaluate each of our loca-
tions, including their metrics, and their role and 
position within their local community. Working 
together, the decisions we make will be guided 
and determined by what is best for our patients – 
what will meet their needs and expectations – and 
what will allow Shriners Hospitals to provide our 
unique brand of life-changing health care to more 
kids in more places for many years to come. 

Thank you for your continued efforts in bringing 
hope and healing to children around the world.

Yours in the faith,

DEAR FELLOW NOBLES,

Yours in the faith,

Jerry G. Gantt
Chairman, Board of 
Trustees, Shriners 
Hospitals for Children

Jim Cain
Imperial Potentate, 
Shriners International

DEAR FELLOW NOBLES,
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BEING GOOD STEWARDS | As a nonprofit organization dependent on donations, it is critically important that Shriners Hospitals for 
Children uses all funds wisely and effectively. The Oversight Committee investigates and reports on activities conducted for the benefit 
of Shriners Hospitals that have incurred, or apparently may incur, an appreciable financial loss. The Committee also checks on actions 
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reported during Imperial Session. For more information, call 866-290-7637 or visit shriners.ethicspoint.com.
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OF SHRINERS INTERNATIONAL 

IMPERIAL SESSION

Imperial Sessions have been a part of 
the fraternity’s history since 1876, when 
the first one was held at the Masonic Hall 
in New York City. Representatives from 
our temples gather during this time to 
make decisions that determine the direc-
tion of both the fraternity and health care 
system, and elect new leaders to carry our 
organizations into the future.

Imperial Session has since become a 
treasured yearly tradition, and is a very 
special time for our Shriners. The week-
long convention is certainly not all strictly 
business – it also provides a chance for 
Shriners and their families from all around 
the world to come together, and enjoy 
the fun, fellowship and philanthropy that 
connects us. Guests of the annual event 
have the opportunity to attend countless 
social events, friendly unit competitions 
and performances, and of course, the big-
gest Shriners parade of the year. 

Every single Shriners International 
temple from around the globe was rep-
resented in Daytona Beach for the 2018 
event. We thank everyone who came and 
participated, and helped make it such a 
wonderful and memorable experience. 
New friendships and memories were cre-
ated, important business decisions were 
made, and most importantly, our fraternity 
and philanthropy were strengthened. 

If you were not able to attend this year’s 
event, we hope you join us next year in 
Nashville, Tennessee, for the 2019 Impe-
rial Session.

Sunday, July 15
Walk, Ride or Drive for LOVE 

and Motor Corps Competitions

The first official day of the 2018 Imperial Ses-
sion kicked off at the Daytona International 
Speedway, where the fifth annual Imperial 
Session Walk for LOVE took place, along with 
the Motor Corps competitions throughout 
the morning. 

During the Walk, Ride or Drive for LOVE 
event, participants had the opportunity to 
walk through the UNOH Fan Zone, Garage 
Area and famous Victory Lane, ride their 
motorcycle, or get behind the wheel of their 
car and drive a lap around the most famous 
track in racing.

Shriners Hospitals for Children patients and 
families, community members and Shriners 
from all over the world came together during 
the event to raise support and awareness for 
Shriners Hospitals for Children. This was the 
walk’s second year at the Daytona Interna-
tional Speedway, and 1,000 people attended.

Highlights included our much-loved patient 
ambassadors Kechi, who sang the national 
anthem, Alec, who led the Walk for LOVE, 
and Team Theodore from the Tampa Shriners 
Hospital, who was back again this year with 
his entire family.

“It was pretty cool to be on the Speedway,” 
said Shifty the Clown, also known as Rick 
Gaines of Moslem Shriners. “It really was an 
experience of a lifetime; you don’t get to do 
this all the time.” 

He also said that the Walk for LOVE 
was the number one thing he was looking 
forward to during Imperial Session. 

Also at the Daytona International 
Speedway were the always fun and excit-
ing Motor Corps competitions, which were 
greatly enjoyed by both the participants 
and countless spectators. 

“I think it’s awesome to have the Motor 
Corps competition here at the Daytona 
International Speedway,” said Dennis 
Green of Morocco Shriners, the new Presi-
dent of the International Association of 
Shrine Motor Corps. “We were here last 
year, so we were able to make it even 
better this year. We worked closely with 
the people from the track, and this being 
the second year made it easier.” 

The 144th Imperial Session

Day 
1

7

The 2018 Imperial Session took place in Daytona Beach, Florida, Sunday, July 15, through Thursday, July 19, 
for the second consecutive year. The highly anticipated event was full of all the important business meetings 
you would expect, along with tons of exciting Shriner-style fun for the whole family to enjoy. 
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Back to the Beach for the Fraternity’s 
Biggest Event of the Year 

Imperial Church Service
As Masons, we are taught that we do not 
enter any great or important undertaking 
without first invoking the blessings of 
Deity. Therefore, prior to the Imperial 
Session Public Opening, a non-denomina-
tional worship service was held at 1 p.m. 
in the Peabody Auditorium, adjacent to 
the Daytona Beach Ocean Center. 

Former Galveston Shriners Hospi-
tal patient, burn survivor and America’s 
Got Talent top 10 finalist Kechi performed 
multiple songs during the service. Addi-
tional inspirational music was provided by 
the Syria Chanters of Cheswick, Pennsylva-
nia, and the Moolah Chanters of St. Louis. 

Also participating in the worship service 
were M.W. Bobby Simmons, Past Grand 
Master of the Grand Lodge of Georgia, 
Past Potentate of Al Sihah Shriners and 
2017-2018 Imperial Chaplain, and Illustri-
ous Sir John Stanley, Past Potentate of 
Oasis Shriners and Past Imperial Chaplain. 

The Public Opening
The Public Opening began in 
the Ocean Center Arena at 3 
p.m., with the Bahia and Impact 
Drum and Bugle Corps proudly 
marching in. 

Patient ambassador Alec was 
onstage to welcome everyone 
in attendance, and Illustrious 
Sir Gordon “Stumpy” Harris, Director 
General, led the ceremonies, along with 
Deputy Director Generals Illustrious 
Sir Bob Amico and Illustrious Sir Mikey 
Juett. Imperial Chaplain Bobby Simmons 
conducted the opening prayer, and the 
presentation of colors by the International 

Shrine Legion of Honor Color Guard fol-
lowed. The Shriner Pledge of Allegiance 
was said next, the national anthems sung 
by Moolah chanters and others from 
around the world, the Legion of Honor 
retired, and Harris declared the Imperial 
Session officially open. 

Imperial Sir Gary Bergenske then took 
the stage and honored the late Past Impe-
rial Potentate Gene Bracewell, who passed 
away on May 8. Bergenske called Brace-
well “the finest Shriner I came to know for 
many reasons.” An incredibly touching in 
memoriam video was shown that show-
cased Bracewell’s full life, and his fez was 
on an empty chair, signifying his absence. 

The Opening was full of many moving 
presentations, including welcomes and 
proclamations by numerous members 
of the Daytona Beach community. The 
Police Chief of Daytona Beach, Craig Capri, 
presented Bergenske with an award and 
declared him an Honorary Daytona Beach 
Police Officer. The mayor of Daytona 
Beach, Derrick L. Henry, gave a powerful 
speech to the crowd, and enthusiasti-
cally said that “a group like this is always, 
always, welcome in Daytona Beach,” and 
told Shriners that the door was “wide 
open” for their return. 

The Al Rai’e Saleh Shriners of Puerto 
Rico thanked Bergenske for visiting right 
after the hurricane last year, and pre-

sented him with a plaque, expressing their 
“immeasurable gratitude” for his support. 
An additional plaque from the Puerto Rico 
Masons was presented, and First Lady 
Anne was also recognized by the Ladies 
of Puerto Rico. 

In addition, generous donations to Shri-
ners Hospitals for Children were presented 
by multiple groups, and Grand Masters and 
other officers were recognized. 

Executive Vice President of Shriners 
Hospitals John McCabe then introduced 
a video about the Guatemalan volcanic 
eruption in early June. He spoke to the 
audience about the health care system’s 
incredible mission to transport several chil-
dren with severe burns to the Galveston 
Shriners Hospital, and about its steadfast 
commitment to caring for children around 
the world. 

Next, Imperial Sir Jeff Sowder introduced 
the new Shriners International Education 
Foundation, and incoming (now present) 
Imperial Potentate Jim Cain announced his 
2018-2019 Imperial Potentate’s program. 

Imperial Potentate Gary Bergenske 
then led the fezzing of a stage full of new 
nobles. Two special honors were also pre-
sented, including the Humanitarian Award 
given to former President Jimmy Carter, 
who accepted in a previously recorded 
video from his home, and the Impact 
Award given to former patient Kechi, who 
accepted and then gave a speech. Nadine 
Wellman of Daughters of the Nile sang 
Put Children First, and a closing prayer by 
Bobby Simmons adjourned the gathering. 

Sunday evening ended at the Glenn 
Ritchey Plaza Bandshell on the beach, 
with music provided by a Shriner band. 

The 144th Imperial Session
Left photo: Illustrious Sir John Stanley, Past Potentate  
of Oasis Shriners and Past Imperial Chaplain; and  
Kechi, Former Galveston Shriners Hospital patient  
and America’s Got Talent top 10 finalist
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Amal and Bolivia Shriners Officially Receive Charters

During the 2018 Imperial Session, Amal Shriners of São Paulo, Brazil, and Bolivia Shriners of 
Santa Cruz, Bolivia, were both granted their charters, and became official temples of Shriners 
International. The temple representatives in attendance were overjoyed and excited about the 
future of Shriners International in South America. 

“We are very proud and happy to become a new temple,” said Noble Elio Figueiredo of Amal 
Shriners. The nobles of Bolivia Shriners are equally happy about their new status.

“We are very happy, and know we have a lot more responsibilities now,” said Noble Marcelo 
Espinosa of Bolivia Shriners. “We are very happy to continue helping the children.” 

We congratulate both Amal and Bolivia Shriners, and look forward to seeing what the future 
holds for these two new temples. The 2018 Imperial Session is now in the books, and we look 
forward to the 2019 event in Nashville.

Day 
2

Day 
3

Monday marked the beginning of the business 
portions of the 144th Imperial Session, with 
elections and voting occurring throughout 
most of the day, and continuing the rest of 
the week. 

Monday was also the main day of various 
competitions, including musical acts on the 
Marketplace Stage. Part of the fun of being 
in a unit or club is competing with counter-
parts from near and far; it gives participants 
a chance to show off their talent and skill to 
Shriners from around the world. Some of the 
entertaining groups that competed during 
Imperial Session included the Chanters, 
Drum Corps, Horse Patrols, Oriental Bands 
and Clowns. 

At 10:30 a.m., the police-escorted Shriners 
Motorcycle Ride took to the streets of Day-
tona Beach. The ride started at Daytona’s 
Famous Motorcycle Attraction on Main Street, 
and included entertainment, raffles and other 
exciting activities at the destination location. 

Later that evening, there were many addi-
tional events to enjoy, including the Imperial 
Cigar Smoke Out and musical entertainment 
at the Bandshell, along with a classic Ballyhoo, 
which began at the Boardwalk Clock Tower 
and was open to all Shriner musical units. 

Monday, July 16
Business Meetings, Competitions,  

a Motorcycle Ride and More Fun

On Tuesday, the Imperial Session busi-
ness meetings continued. At 10 a.m., 
creative-thinking nobles were invited 
to brainstorm with the Shrine Member-
ship Action Renewal Team (S.M.A.R.T.) 
during an Imperial Session Member-
ship Workshop in the Ocean Center. 
This was a productive meeting of 
approximately 35 nobles and ladies 
from across the globe who want to be 
on the leading edge as we embrace 
culture change in the fraternity. 

And at noon, the Membership Hall 
of Fame Luncheon took place in the 
Ocean Center Ballroom. Temples came 
out in force to celebrate the inductions 
into the Hall of Fame. The Potentates 
of the inductee temples were escorted 
into the afternoon session where they 
received temple awards presented by 
the Imperial Potentate. 

Imperial Sir Bergenske also spoke 
about the success and commitment 
of the temples participating in the  
I AM R U campaign and, for one last 
time as Imperial Potentate, videoed the 
enthusiastic crowd cheering, “I AM R U, 
Committed to Membership.”

Tuesday, July 17
S.M.A.R.T. Meeting, Ladies Luncheon and 

Membership Hall of Fame Luncheon

The Ladies Luncheon, honoring 
First Lady Anne Bergenske was held at  
11 a.m. at the Daytona Beach Hilton 
in the Coquina Grand Ballroom. 

Imperial Session Parade
At 7 p.m., the 2018 Imperial Session 
parade took over A1A in Daytona 
Beach, ending at the convention 
center. This was certainly the larg-
est Shriners parade of the year, and 
thousands of Shriners, their families 
and members of the community lined 
the sidewalks for more than a mile to 
enjoy the exciting festivities. 

This year’s parade had some very 
special, honored participants. To show 
our gratitude to all those who work 
to keep our communities safe, we 
invited all first responders and mem-
bers of law enforcement of Volusia 
County to be the first-ever non-Shri-
ners to join us in a Shriners Imperial 
Session parade. 

The parade ended with a spectacular 
fireworks display near the Boardwalk 
area, and live music at the Bandshell. 
It was a great evening enjoyed by all. 
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Day 
5

Thursday, July 13
The last day of the conven-

tion was full of final business 
meetings throughout the morn-

ing, and heartfelt goodbyes before visitors 
traveled back home.

Throughout the Week
The Marketplace and Shriners Village

One of everyone’s favorite stops during 
the week was Shriners Village in the Mar-
ketplace, located in the Ocean Center 
Exhibit Hall. 

At Shriners Village, staff members were 
there to greet members of the Shriners 
family and share valuable information. The 
fun-filled area had an interactive social 
media station, prize wheel, 4-foot beach-
themed Fezzy®, digital caricaturist, pin 
trading, and literature on both the fra-
ternity and health care system. Shriners 
Village also had some fun new contests 
for Shriners and their families.

Painted “Session Rocks” were hidden all 
over the Ocean Center and surrounding 
public areas, waiting to be found. Once 
discovered, people were asked to share 
a photo of their find on social media with 
the hashtag #SessionRocks, and show it 
to a staff member at Shriners Village for a 
prize pack. There was also a social media 
photo contest, with a different theme and 
hashtag each day. 

The Marketplace also featured hundreds 
of vendors from around the world where 
you could find one-of-a-kind Shriners keep-
sakes, and much more. The Marketplace 
was open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. each day 
(except Tuesday when it closed at 4 p.m. 
for the parade), and was open to the public.

Wednesday, July 18
Imperial Potentate’s Pageant and Introduction of First Lady’s Program

Wednesday was a highly anticipated and action-packed 
day. At 8:30 a.m., the pageant for the incoming Imperial 
Potentate commenced in the Ocean Center Arena. The 
pageant began with an entertaining Grand Ole Opry style 
skit, which was followed by a video about the incoming 
Imperial Potentate, Jim Cain, and Lady Patsy. As the 
video ended, the Cains rode up to the stage in what 
appeared to be the vintage red “pickup truck” from the 
video, and emerged holding hands, with huge smiles on 
their faces. Lady Patsy fezzed Jim Cain as the new Impe-
rial Potentate, and with great pride, sealed it with a kiss. 

The pageant also included the announcement of the new First Lady’s program, 
Little POPS of LoveTM, which will support the Pediatric Orthotic and Prosthetic 
Services (POPS) of Shriners Hospitals for Children.

The Award of Merit and Marketing and Communications Report
Wednesday was also full of awards and accolades, which included Imperial 
Potentate Gary Bergenske’s presentation of the fraternity’s highest honor, the 
Award of Merit, at 1:30 p.m.

Cain then led the Marketing and Communications Report, which included a 
giant black “Alexa” box onstage, complete with blue swirling lights. Cain gave the 
report with the help of “Alexa,” who, in fact, turned out to be patient ambassador 
Alec – or his voice, anyway. With the assistance of “Alec,” Cain showed videos that 
highlighted the events and successes from the past year, including the depart-
ment’s name change from “Public Relations” to “Marketing and Communications.” 

Mel Bower, the new chief marketing and communications officer, also addressed 
the crowd, and painted a picture of a bright, new and exciting future. Bower had 
just been fezzed a Shriner during the Public Opening on Sunday. 

At the end of the report, our new 2018-2019 National Patient Ambassadors, 
Lily and Riley, were introduced via their patient success video, This Is Who I Am. 
The new ambassadors then took the stage. 

Evening Concert Featuring 
the Oak Ridge Boys
The Imperial Representatives’ Evening Con-
cert, featuring The Oak Ridge Boys, took 
place in the Ocean Center Arena at 7 p.m. 

There were also many very 
special guests throughout 
the week, including NASCAR 
driver and Shriner David 
Ragan. Ragan raffled off a 
custom 2018 Rat Rod NTC 
Drift Trike featuring Shriners Hospitals for Children branding, and also pre-
sented a check on behalf of the David Ragan Fan Club during his Award of 
Merit acceptance speech. 

Patient ambassadors Kechi, Alec and Zion were also a big part of this 
year’s Imperial Session. These amazing spokespeople participated in many 
different events, and never spared an opportunity to express their gratitude 
for Shriners and the health care system. 

Special Guests

Day 
4

Videos presented at Imperial 
Session may be found in the 
following locations: 

 � Shriners Hospitals for Children 
website/media resources page

 �  YouTube channel and Facebook 
videos section

 � ShrineTV YouTube channel

 � Shriners International Facebook 
videos section

 � Shriners Village videos section
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JIM CAIN  
ELECTED 
IMPERIAL 
POTENTATE

Nashville Native Leads  
Shriners International Fraternity

JIM CAIN OF NASHVILLE, Tennessee, 
is currently serving his 11th year as a 
member of the Boards of Directors for 
Shriners International and Shriners Hospi-
tals for Children. Cain was elected Imperial 
Potentate, part of the 12-member body 
that helps govern the Shriners fraternity, 
during the Shriners’ 2018 Imperial Ses-
sion – held in Daytona Beach, Florida, July 
15 - July 19. 

During his years as a member of the 
Board of Directors, he has served on sev-
eral committees and as Chairman on many, 
including Salary, Personnel & Retirement; 
Planning; Clinical and Basic Research; 
Medical Affairs; Informational Services and 
Marketing and Communications. In addi-
tion, he has been the Liaison Officer to the 
Boston, Cincinnati, Honolulu, Shreveport, 
Springfield and Tampa Shriners Hospitals’ 
Boards of Governors. 

The Importance and Influence 
of School and Family
Cain is a native and life-long resident of 
Nashville, Tennessee. His parents both had 
polio; his father used homemade crutches 
and his mother had a wobbly, unique way 
of walking. Even so, they raised four chil-
dren, instilling in them the importance of 
perseverance, hard work and family. And 
they had fun – Cain and his dad enjoyed 
playing catch. “You had to throw the base-
ball straight to him; he was balanced on his 
crutches,” said Cain. His dad passed away 
when Cain was 14.

Cain graduated from Hume Fogg 
Technical High School, Nashville’s first 
public school, where he studied drafting.  

One of his fondest memories is looking 
out the window during class and watching 
the Shriners ceremonials across the street. 
“They’d come in their police cars, with 
the ball and chain. It was crazy,” he said. 
“I wondered who would want to belong 
to anything like that.”

He also met his future wife, Patsy, 
while in high school. Married at 18 and 
17, they celebrated their 50th anniver-
sary in August 2017. They had their two 
children – Janice and Jim Jr. – by the time 
they were 21. Cain recalls those early 
years as something of a struggle, with 
both he and Patsy working, sometimes 
at multiple jobs. However, he also said, 
“We’ve always tried to make life fun. We 
worked hard, and we were blessed.”

A Reason to be a Mason
Cain worked at the L&N Railroad for many 
years. While there, he became friends 
with a Mason. As he learned more about 
the Masonic values and philosophy, Cain 
saw “a genuine outlook for being a better 
man and doing for others.” 

Once he became a Mason, Cain’s lodge 
had an immediate need for leadership, 
which he filled. By the next year, he was 
treasurer of the lodge. He became a 
member of Al Menah Shriners in Nashville 
in 1995 and served as Potentate in 2006. 

Guided by Experiences 
and Values
Concern and compassion for others is the 
core of Cain’s life and beliefs. “I watched 
Mom and Dad struggle; and I watched 
people help them. I wanted to give back.” 

Those values will serve and guide 
Cain as he leads Shriners International 
this Imperial Year. 

“People with challenges are near and 
dear to my heart. I have spent my life 
around people who try really hard in 
the face of adversity. 

“My dad never saw a doctor. My 
mother could have been helped with 
braces. What we can offer today, 
through our philanthropy, is truly amaz-
ing – we need to share that with as 
many children as we can. 

“I also want to unite the fraternity 
– together we can fix anything – 
together we can do anything we need 
to do. It’s not about any of us individu-
ally – it’s about our beloved fraternity 
and philanthropy.”

Imperial Potentate’s Project
This year, the Imperial Potentate’s 
Project will support DeMolay Interna-
tional’s Charity EnShrined – Centennial 
Courtyard. Shriners International has 
committed to sponsor the Silent Mes-
senger statue that will be in the new 
courtyard at DeMolay Headquarters 
to honor the legacy of Imperial Sir Jack 
H. Jones, Past Imperial Potentate and 
Honorary Grand Master of DeMolay 
International. Purchases of commemo-
rative 8" x 8" bricks for the courtyard 
will benefit this project and be a lasting 
investment, paving the way for the next 
100 years of DeMolay. To learn more, 
please visit demolay.org/courtyard.

IMPERIAL POTENTATE
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JERRY GANTT 
RE-ELECTED 
PRESIDENT OF OUR 
PHILANTHROPY

Imperial Sir Gantt Leads Shriners Hospitals 
for a Third Consecutive Year

JERRY G. GANTT OF MOORESVILLE, 
North Carolina, was re-elected President of 
Shriners Hospitals for Children during the 
Shriners’ 2018 Imperial Session – held in 
Daytona Beach, Florida, July 15 - July 19. 
As president, he also serves as Chairman 
of the Board of Trustees. Gantt is currently 
serving his 14th year as a member of the 
Board of Directors for Shriners Hospitals 
for Children. He served as Imperial Poten-
tate in 2015 - 2016.

Adaptable and Able
Having grown up in a small town in Gaston 
County, North Carolina, and now returning 
to his southern roots after being a long-
time resident of Houston, the largest city 
in the southern U.S., and Texas, it’s clear 
that Gantt is able to adjust to surroundings 
and situations, and be comfortable and 
confident wherever he is. This adaptability 
makes it possible for him to effectively 
work with all types of people with varying 
views, and guide our health care system 
during a time of significant changes. 

Gantt became a Mason in response to 
the organization’s compassion and concern 
for others, especially orphaned children. 
He was raised a Master Mason in 1971, 
and quickly learned of another organiza-
tion that helped children. He became a 
member of Oasis Shriners in Charlotte, 
North Carolina, in 1972. 

In 1980, he joined Arabia Shriners in 
Houston, where he held numerous offices, 
including being chairman of the Five-Year 
Planning Committee and serving as Poten-
tate in 2002.

In 1993, he was appointed to the Board 
of Governors of Shriners Hospitals for 
Children — Houston, a position he held 
for 10 years, serving as Chairman in 2002 
and 2003. In 2005 he was elected to the 

Imperial Line as Imperial Outer Guard. 
As a member of the national Board of 
Directors, he has served on virtually every 
committee, including Budget, Building and 
Equipment, Public Relations and Strategic 
Planning. He has also served as Liaison 
Officer to seven Shriners Hospitals. 

As Imperial Potentate in 2015-2016, 
he worked to strengthen the relation-
ship between headquarters’ staff, the 
Boards of Governors, the national Joint 
Boards and the temple Divans. “We need 
to do some team-building, and remember 
we are all on the same team,” he said, at 
the time. 

Those words are still true and valid 
today. As Chairman of the Board of Trust-
ees, he, along with the members of the 
Joint Boards, executive teams and hospital 
leadership, are working to right-size the 
Shriners Hospitals facilities, and implement 
appropriate care delivery models in order 
to ensure that all our resources, including 
beds and buildings, are used wisely, effec-
tively and efficiently. This is being done 

so that we can reach more kids in more 
places, and offer our unique brand of life-
changing health care to as many children 
as possible, regardless of where they live. 

"...working to ensure that all our resources, including beds 
and buildings, are used wisely, effectively and efficiently."

PRESIDENT AND CHAIRMAN
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NEWLY ELECTED

ELECTED TRUSTEE: Paul F. Poulin, M.D., Kora Shriners

ADDITIONAL ELECTIONS 
AND APPOINTMENTS 

VARIOUS ELECTIONS WERE HELD during the 2018 Imperial Session, and exceptional new members were wel-
comed to both our Shriners International and Shriners Hospitals for Children leadership boards. We congratulate 
the following members who were either elected to their first term or appointed during the annual convention. 

Your Newest 
Hospital and 
Fraternal Board 
Members

Dr. Poulin is very involved with Shriners 
Hospitals for Children and served on the 
Board of Governors for the Boston Shriners 
Hospital. He is a Past Potentate of Kora 
Shriners in Lewiston, Maine. As a medical 
doctor, Dr. Poulin specializes in Oncology 
and Hematology/Internal Medicine.

Dr. Poulin was raised a Master Mason in 
Dunlap #47, in Biddeford, Maine, on May 

21, 1979. He served as Worshipful Master of St. Aspinquid #198 
in York, Maine, in 1999, and as Eminent Commander of St. Amand 

Commandery #20, in Kennebunk, Maine, in 2002 and 2003. He 
was Thrice Potent Master of Yates Lodge of Perfection Ancient 
and Accepted Scottish Rites of the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction 
of the U.S.A. in Portland, Maine. After several years on the Divan, 
Dr. Poulin served as the 2016 Potentate of Kora Shriners. He 
received Emeritus status after 11 years of service to the Board of 
Governors of Shriners Hospitals for Children — Boston.

Dr. Poulin’s wife, Kim Poulin, is a PACU nurse extraordinaire. He 
has four children, Christian, Kimmy, Joshua and Laura, who are all 
adults, and two adult stepchildren, Peter and Jennifer. 

ELECTED IMPERIAL OUTER GUARD: Mark Hartz, Boumi Shriners
Born and raised in upstate New York, 
Hartz moved to Maryland in 2003 and 
began his Masonic and Shriners jour-
ney. He has served the people his entire 
professional life, including through 
having tenure in local, state and now 
federal service, as an employee of the 
federal judiciary in Washington, D.C. 
Hartz is a Past Master of Solomon’s 

Lodge #121 in Savage, Maryland. He is also the chair of the 
Savage-Glen Burnie Chapter of DeMolay advisory board and 
he received the DeMolay International Legion of Honor in 2015.  

Hartz has also served the Grand Lodge of Maryland for many 
years in numerous chairs. 

Hartz became a member of Boumi Shriners in 2006. As a Shriner, 
he is a member of Annapolis Shrine Club, Ambassadors, Amateur 
Radio Club and Motor Corps where he served as treasurer. Hartz 
served as a member of the Shriners Hospitals for Children Buildings 
and Equipment committee’s subcommittee on Safety and Security.

Hartz has been a volunteer firefighter and EMT for more than 
30 years, and continues to serve as the president of the Jessup 
Volunteer Fire Department Board of Directors. Hartz and his lady, 
Kathy, have been married since 2005, and they are both members 
of the Order of the Eastern Star Esther Chapter #47.

APPOINTED IMPERIAL CHAPLAIN: Dennis L. Belford, Al Menah Shriners

In February 1981, Belford was raised a 
Master Mason at Madison Lodge #761 
in Madison, Tennessee, and he is now a 
member of Goodlettsville Masonic Lodge 
F&AM #271 in Goodlettsville, Tennessee. 
He has been a member of Al Menah Shri-
ners in Nashville, Tennessee, since 1981, 
and served as Potentate in 2012.

Belford has held and served in various 
positions within his temple including Captain of the Clown Unit, 
Chairman of the Ringmaster Club, Circus Director 2011, Chairman 
of the Building Committee, and has served on Membership Com-
mittees and as a member of Business Owners 
Group. He is currently the Housing Chairman 
for the 2019 Imperial Session.

Belford is an honorary member of Al Menah’s Legion of Honor, 
and was awarded DeMolay Legion of Honor. In 2016, he was 
honored to be one of two Shriners to share the title of Shriner 
of the Year at Al Menah.

A former International Sheet Metal Workers Association member 
of 30 years, Belford retired in 1998 from the International Union 
and became a small business owner as a remodeling contractor, 
which is his current occupation.

Belford and his wife, Paula, celebrated their 51st wedding 
anniversary in July. They have two daughters, Jennifer Austin 
and Amy (Steve) Covington, and four grandchildren, Olivia, Noah, 
Eli and Gracie.

To learn more about our leadership, and to read the full biographies  
of all our board members, please visit either shrinersinternational.org  
or shrinershospitalsforchildren.org. 
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After Much Discussion, 
Important Legislation 
was Passed During 
Imperial Session 

MAKING DECISIONS 
FOR THE FUTURE 

Health Care System Legislation
Our commitment to serving more kids in 
more places while being good stewards 
of the funds  entrusted to our care was 
discussed in detail. The ability and need to 
substantially improve the cost effectiveness 
of the care provided also was thoroughly 
explored. In addition, the role of the Joint 
Boards, including the importance of the 
Joint Board’s ability to make changes in the 
care and delivery models of our hospitals, 
was explained with great clarity. 

As the discussion of each of several 
pieces of proposed legislation took place, 
the voting representatives gained a greater 
understanding of the overall process and 
goals, including the fact that, while it is 
critically important for the Joint Boards to 
retain authority, these individuals work 
closely and extensively with executive 
teams and hospital leadership to both refine 
and implement decisions. Many proposals 
were withdrawn or failed to pass.  

Ultimately, the health care system legisla-
tion adopted at the 2018 Imperial Session 
authorizes the   Boards of Governors of the 
Twin Cities, Cincinnati and Tampa hospitals 
and the Boards of Directors and Trustees 
of Shriners Hospitals for Children to reach 
decisions on relocating these hospitals.  

Leadership will continue to work with 
the Boston hospital as it moves forward 
with a plan to reduce space, use resources 
more effectively and strengthen community 
relationships. In addition, the Oversight 
Committee will continue with the Chair-
man of the Board of Directors of Shriners 
Hospitals for Children appointing the chair-
man and four additional members of the 
committee for the succeeding year.

Fraternal Legislation
A large number and variety of items were 
presented to the Iowa Representatives for 
consideration at the 2018 Imperial Session. 

A number of legislative items were 
adopted by the Iowa Representatives. 
The following is a listing and brief sum-
mary of some of the Fraternal legislation 
that was adopted:

1. Charters were granted to Bolivia Shri-
ners of Santa Cruz, Bolivia and Amal 
Shriners, of São Paolo, Brazil, making 
them the 197th and 198th Shriners 
temples, respectively. An international 
temple is required to have 300 mem-
bers in order to obtain a charter.

2. The Imperial Potentate may now grant 
a special dispensation to allow more 
than two stated meetings of a temple 
during a calendar year to be held at 
a location other than the temple but 
within the exclusive or concurrent 
jurisdiction of the temple. 

3. An associate member cannot con-
currently hold elective offices in 
any other temples of which he is a 
member or concurrently hold elective 
offices in any of the clubs or units of 
the temples of which he is a member.

4. A noble who has served two years 
as Potentate may now serve an addi-
tional two years as Potentate if he has 
served at least two years subsequent 
to his previous term as Potentate in 
an office or offices on the official 
Divan other than as Potentate and 
there are no other eligible candidates 
offering for election to the position 
as Potentate.

5. Written objections prior to balloting 
on a candidate’s petition are no longer 
allowed under an amendment passed 
at the 2018 Imperial Session. A major-
ity vote is required in balloting on a 
candidate’s petition.

6. Temples supporting international devel-
opment can apply for reimbursement 
of a portion of the expenses related to 
the International development under 
limited conditions.

7. In any state outside of the United 
States of America, Canada, Panama 
and Republic of Mexico regardless of 
whether such state currently is within 
the jurisdiction of a temple, dispensa-
tion could be issued upon a petition 
signed by one hundred and fifty (150) 
nobles or Master Masons qualified 
by these bylaws to become nobles. A 
temple granted dispensation under this 
exception would be required, within 
three years, to meet the requirements 
of at least three hundred (300) nobles 
prior to being eligible for a charter.

8. In a state other than the United States 
and Canada, upon the request of a Shrine 
Club and with the approval of the Poten-
tate of the authorizing temple, the 
Imperial Potentate may appoint a des-
ignee to preside at a ceremonial session.

Imperial Sir Bergenske requested and 
received the cooperation of the floor in 
considering an extremely large volume of 
substantive legislation in a very short time. 

THE CALL FOR THE 2018 Imperial Session was very large and included a number of important substantive items.  
The number of health care system-related items considered was considerably more than in prior years.

Therefore, in order to reduce the amount of time required for counting votes, the Iowa Representatives and Colorado 
Members changed the bylaws to permit electronic voting, which was used for the first time at the 2018 Imperial Session. 
Even though electronic voting was utilized, the votes casts by individual Representatives or Members remained secret.

While important hospital legislation was required to be considered on Thursday 
morning, the 2018 Imperial Session was able to adjourn before noon on Thursday.

We thank all of the voting members and representatives for their attention, dedica-
tion and diligence in making these decisions that will guide and impact the future of 
both Shriners International and Shriners Hospitals for Children.

LEGISLATION
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AWARD OF
MERIT

SH

RINERS INTERNATIONAL

Congratulations
2018to the 

Five Outstanding Shriners Receive Fraternity’s Highest Honor

AWARD OF MERIT
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PETER P. DIAZ, M.D., Bahia Shriners
Peter Diaz, M.D., of Orlando, Florida, has had a long career in medicine, 
and has used that experience to benefit Shriners Hospitals for Children 
in countless ways. For 35 years, he has managed his OBGYN practice 
and has served as the Medical Director and a Board Member for Humana 
Hospital Lucerne in Orlando, as Chairman of the OBGYN department, 
and as a member of the American Medical Association. In addition, he 
is a professor of laparoscopic surgery, and has taught the procedure 
in the U.S., Central America and South America. In 2002, he became a 
member of Bahia Shriners and has served as Divan physician, transla-
tor for the paper crusade magazine and director of the Antique Car 
Show. Re-elected during the Shriners’ 2017 Imperial Session, Diaz is 
currently serving his third three-year term on the Shriners Hospitals for 
Children Board of Trustees. He and his wife, Vicki, have been married for  
20 years, and they have five children and seven grandchildren.

At the end of each Imperial Year, the Imperial Potentate has the privilege of presenting 
extraordinary nobles with the highest honor our fraternity can bestow upon a Shriner, the 

Award of Merit. Recipients of this award have demonstrated a deep commitment to the missions 
of both Shriners International and Shriners Hospitals for Children.

During the 2018 Imperial Session, Imperial Potentate Gary J. Bergenske honored five nobles with the award.

DAVID RAGAN, Oasis Shriners
NASCAR driver David Ragan of Kannapolis, North Carolina, 
has been a steadfast champion for our health care system since 
2008, when he named Shriners Hospitals for Children his official 
charity of choice. At the 2012 Imperial Session in Charlotte, 
North Carolina, he became a member of Oasis Shriners. Over 
the years, he has become an amazing ambassador for both 
Shriners International and Shriners Hospitals for Children, raising 
awareness and funds through various campaigns and activities. 
During race season, Ragan visits Shriners Hospitals and invites 
patients to the track for once-in-a-lifetime experiences. He is 
also a dedicated family man – his wife’s name is Jacquelyn, and 
the couple has two children – Julia and Meredith.
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We commend these outstanding men for their many achievements, 
and congratulate them for receiving our fraternity’s highest honor. 

JOHN C. PILAND, Ansar Shriners
John Piland is a highly successful lawyer with considerable experience in both 
private practice and as a state’s attorney. Prior to joining our staff, he practiced 
law in Texas, and has been a member of Ansar Shriners for nearly 30 years. He 
was named a Truman Scholar by the Harry S. Truman Scholarship Foundation 
based on demonstrated leadership, scholarship and commitment to public 
service. He was elected State’s Attorney for Champaign County, Illinois, for  
10 years, and has served as President of the Illinois State’s Attorney’s 
Association. In 2000, the Law Bulletin Publishing Company, publishers of 
the Chicago Daily Law Bulletin, named him one of “Forty Illinois Attorneys 
Under 40 to Watch.” In July 2015, Piland became the Executive Vice President 
of Shriners International, and has been serving in that role ever since. He is 
married to Debra, and is the proud father of two adult children.

ROBERT O. KUEHN, Medinah Shriners
Robert O. Kuehn of Park Ridge, Illinois, is an accomplished attorney with over 49 years 
of legal experience. He joined Medinah Shriners in 1980, and since then, has used his 
legal background to serve our fraternity. He and his son, William, who is also a Shriner, 
are partners in a law firm, and his daughter, Natalie, also practices there. He served 
as Legal Counsel for his temple from 1986 to 1994, and as Potentate in 2000. He 
served as Chairman of the Board of Governors of the Chicago Shriners Hospital from 
2006 to 2009, and as a Member from 2001 to 2010. He served as General Counsel 
for Shriners International and Shriners Hospitals for Children from 2011 to 2013, and 
from 2015 to present. He also served on both the Jurisprudence and Laws Committee 
and Grievance and Appeals Committee for Shriners International. He and his lady, 
Natalie, have been married for 50 years, and have three children.

GORDON H. “STUMPY” HARRIS, Bahia Shriners
Gordon H. “Stumpy” Harris of Winter Park, Florida, has been practicing law in Florida since 
1966. He is widely recognized for his support of the University of Florida and its athletic 
program, along with his community and the Shriners organizations. He is an AV-rated 
trial attorney with extensive experience in a broad spectrum of property rights issues. 
He became a member of Bahia Shriners in 1971, which he has served as Potentate. He is 
also a former president of the Florida Shrine Association, a member of the Tampa Shriners 
Hospital Board of Governors, and has served on Shriners International’s Jurisprudence and 
Laws Committee and Grievances and Appeals Committee. He is also Past Regional Director 
and Deputy Director of Shriners International’s Endowments, Wills and Gifts Committee, a 
past international championship clown, Past President of the Southeastern Shrine Clown 
Association, and the founder and Past President of the Florida Shrine Clown Association. In 
1982, Stumpy arranged for Shriners Hospitals for Children to be the charitable sponsor of the 
Florida Citrus Bowl football game, formerly the Tangerine Bowl, which was the only NCAA 
sanctioned post-season Bowl game played for the benefit of Shriners Hospitals. He served 
as the Director General of both the 2017 and 2018 Imperial Sessions in Daytona Beach, 
and as Deputy Director General of the 1982 Imperial Session in Orlando. He is married to 
Ruthie, and they have three children and nine grandchildren. 
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Shriners International 
Education Foundation

A Special Invitation 
Shriners International Education Foundation is ready to grow, develop 
and expand. Imperial Potentate Jim Cain invites you to be among the 
first to participate in this amazing, important dream and vision by 
becoming a Charter Member of the Foundation.

“The Shriners International Education Foundation is critically impor-
tant to the future, achievements and growth of our fraternity, and of 
our nobles,” said Imperial Sir Cain. “We look forward to recognizing you 
as a Charter Member, and we value all that you do for your fraternity.” 

Everyone who donates or pledges a minimum of $10,000 to Shriners 
International Education Foundation during the 2018-2019 Imperial 
Year, will be recognized and honored with the distinctive title of 
Charter Member. 

The Charter Member Opportunity: 

 � Will only be available from July 19, 2018 to July 4, 2019

 � Includes a three- to five-year payment option 

 � Is the perfect way to support your Imperial 
Potentate, and your fraternity

 � Demonstrates your commitment to the power of education

We hope that a special group of dedicated and outstanding Shriners 
will recognize the importance of this initiative to the future of Shriners 
International and participate in funding the mission of the Shriners 
International Education Foundation. 

To show our appreciation, we are offering a wide range of recogni-
tions, based on giving levels, including: 

• A donor profile in the fraternity magazine

• Certificates and plaques

• Invitations to events

• Acknowledgment on our website 

All donations to Shriners International Education Foundation, from the 
largest to the smallest, are welcome, will be greatly appreciated and 
will help strengthen and enhance our great, and beloved, fraternity.

To show our gratitude for your support of this effort, we will honor 
your gift to Shriners International Education Foundation with appropri-
ate recognitions. Thank you for your generosity.

Education is often referred to as a key to success; 
knowledge is seen as power. The Shriners International 
Education Foundation is vital to the future, success and 
strength of our fraternity, and of our members. The Foun-
dation is a perfect extension of the mission of Shriners 
International, which includes providing attractive, quality 
programs and services for its members and fostering 
self-improvement through leadership and education.

At the heart of both Shriners International and Shriners 
Hospitals for Children is a strong desire to strengthen 
and improve lives and abilities, and to make the world a 
better place. Our educational programs are part of that 
effort to make a difference. 

Increasing Educational Opportunities
The educational programs of Shriners International 
have increased knowledge, provided understanding, 
and generated new insights and ideas to strengthen our 
great fraternity. 

We want to build on these successes and add new 
learning opportunities for our members. Funding the 
Shriners International Education Foundation can make 
that desire a reality.

“Every noble and lady that attends these seminars goes 
away enthused and thoroughly prepared for the journey 
before them, which is often to serve as an officer of 
their temple,” said Imperial Sir Jeff Sowder. “Supporting 
this foundation is essential for the long term success of 
our seminars.”

Funding educational programs through Shriners Inter-
national Education Foundation will: 

 � Provide for additional learning opportunities

 � Reduce costs through a reduction 
in applicable sales tax

 � Offer a donation-based, rather than 
dues-based, funding method

 � Benefit both the fraternity, and 
our individual nobles

 � Allow an expanded educational program without 
increasing the costs to Shriners International 

 � Permit tax-deductible contributions from donors

An Opportunity to Strengthen and 
Improve Educational Opportunities

Increasing Knowledge, Improving Performance

EDUCATION FOUNDATION



Patsy Cain, First Lady of Shriners 
International, knows firsthand the difference 
access to quality orthotics can make. Her in-laws, 
the parents of Imperial Potentate Jim Cain, both 
had polio and lived bravely and admirably with 
the aftereffects of the virus. Had today’s braces 
and other devices been available to them, their 
lives may have been easier.

She has announced her fundraising program, 
Little POPS of LoveTM, which will support the 
Pediatric Orthotic and Prosthetic Services  
(POPS) of Shriners Hospitals for Children. 
The highly-qualified POPS staff members 
have created devices that allow children with 
limb deficiencies to play musical instruments, 
participate in sports and to have a better quality 
of life. These O&P (orthotic and prosthetic) 
professionals can create a full range of devices, 
from a complete prosthetic limb to the smallest 
assistive device, for children of all ages, 
efficiently, accurately and precisely. 

“Each of us wants to make a real difference 
in the lives of the children who depend on 
Shriners Hospitals. The joy I’ve seen on the 
faces of children served by the POPS program 
inspired me to support this effort,” said First 
Lady Patsy. “Having the correct brace, a perfectly 
fitting prosthetic device, or a proper wheelchair 
can open up so many new experiences for 
a child. These devices can help children be 
more independent, build confidence and most 
importantly, offer hope. Please join me and  
help show how Little POPS of Love can light  
up a child’s world.” 

The POPS program at Shriners Hospitals is streamlined, 
collaborative and technologically advanced. Six of our 
U.S. locations are designated fabrication centers for our 
various locations and have electronic carvers, and each 
hospital location has computer-assisted design (CAD) 
capabilities. Using a computerized system and electronic 
carvers eliminates the need for creating plaster casts 
as models, and saves a scanned model as a digital file 
for future reference. Now, creating an O&P device can 
be accomplished in days, rather than weeks. The POPS 
program strengthens the consistency and efficiency of 
our processes and products throughout our health care 
system. In 2017, the POPS program provided 51,852 
devices – 49,647 orthotics and 2,205 prosthetics.

First Lady Patsy invites you to join her in supporting the 
POPS program of Shriners Hospitals for Children, and 
help these children have wonderful, hopeful lives.

Supporting the Pediatric Orthotic and Prosthetic Services (POPS) program 
of Shriners Hospitals for Children® that provides custom-designed orthotic 
and prosthetic devices, allowing children with limb deficiencies and 
other orthopaedic challenges to accomplish amazing things, be active 
participants in the world around them and pursue their dreams. 

NECKTIE  $35
BOW  TIE  $40 

BRACELET  BEAD  $35   

OSJUL18LPOL

Donations can be made during the First Lady’s visits  
or online at lovetotherescue.org/first-lady-program. 
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Riley, now age 17, was born with 
hereditary multiple exostoses 
(HME), a genetic condition that 
causes irregular bone growth. 
Exostoses are more commonly 

known as “bone spurs,” which typically grow on the end 
of long bones during childhood and adolescence. 

In Riley’s case, physicians discovered growths from nearly 
head to toe through a full body X-ray when he was only 
15 months old. Shortly thereafter, he became a patient of 
Shriners Hospitals for Children — Tampa. 

Over time, Alfred V. Hess, M.D., the hospital’s director of 
hand surgery, and Shriners Hospitals for Children — Tampa’s 
Chief of Staff Maureen Maciel, M.D., have performed more 
than a dozen surgeries to remove growths and lengthen 
bones in Riley’s arms and legs. 

LilyRiley

Riley has been a very active patient ambassador for the 
Tampa Shriners Hospital for several years. He also mentors 
Theodore, another child with the same rare condition, 
which Riley said is “one of the best things that happened 
to me this year.” Theodore’s mom said that meeting Riley 
and his family gave them hope. 

Riley’s family also supports a golf tournament organized 
by Riley’s dad’s former employer. Since 2002, the C&W 
Charity Golf Classic has raised more than $500,000 to 
benefit the Tampa Shriners Hospital.

Riley is looking forward to the opportunity to share his 
story and help others as a National Patient Ambassador. 
He intends to remain part of the Shriners family.

“I plan on becoming a Shriner when
I grow up,” Riley said."I want to be known as 
someone who gave of his time and his money.”

NATIONAL PATIENT AMBASSADORS
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Introducing Our New National

To learn more about Riley and Lily, please visit 
shrinershospitalsforchildren.org/media-resources 
or youtube.com/user/shrinershospitals.

7

This is Who I Am: 
The Stories of Riley and Lily 

Every year, Shriners Hospitals for Children selects two 
National Patient Ambassadors to represent the health care 
system’s patients. The ambassadors spend the year sharing their 
stories of perseverance in the face of adversity and the ways 
Shriners Hospitals for Children has made a dramatic, life-changing 
difference in their lives. Introducing our two new ambassadors:

Lily, age 18, from Paducah, Kentucky, was born 
with fibular hemimelia, meaning she did not have 
a fibula, the outer thin bone that runs from the 
knee to the ankle, in her right leg. She underwent 
a Syme’s amputation, which is an amputation 

done through the ankle joint that helps to preserve the heel pad, 
and she received her first prosthesis a few months later.

When Lily was 18 months old, she became a patient of Vishwas 
Talwalkar, M.D., pediatric orthopaedic surgeon at Shriners Hospitals 
for Children Medical Center — Lexington. Over the years, Lily has 
undergone five surgeries there to straighten her remaining right leg 
and has received more prosthetic limbs than she can count. 

Lily recently completed her freshman year at the University of 
Kentucky. Because of the care she received at Lexington Shriners 
Medical Center, she has chosen to study nursing, and minor in 
music. “I hope to be a nurse at Shriners Hospital after graduating,” 
said Lily. “It is my dream to help provide the same care I received 
all my life to others as a way to show my gratitude for the Shriners 
health care system. 

“Shriners Hospitals for Children has helped me to not see my leg as 
a handicap, and instead to look at it as a challenge,” she said. “Because 
of Shriners Medical Center, I wake up every morning thankful for two 
legs instead of regretting that I only have one.” 

Patient Ambassadors

Lily is excited about being a National Patient Ambassador. “Some-
where out there is at least one person who needs to hear what  
I have to say.”

“I am so glad I get to be a National Patient Ambassador 
and talk to other patients and families who are going 
through the same things,” said Lily.



MEMBERSHIP
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Introducing Our New National NEWS FROM OUR OFFICE OF 
MEMBERSHIP DEVELOPMENT

Membership Development 
Program’s First Year a Success; 
New Officer Begins to Lead

In its inaugural year, the I AM R U pro-
gram was enthusiastically supported by 
nobles across the globe who saw it as a 
program that made that hard first step 
of approaching potential new members 
easier, and less intimidating. During the 
first year, more than 400 nobles par-
ticipated, and referred more than 1,600 
new prospects to the program. Each of 
these prospects was sent an initial com-
munication via email, which included the 
name of the noble who referred them, the 
assurance that their contact information 
would not be shared or used outside of 
this purpose and the opportunity to opt 
out of future communications. An over-
whelming majority continued to receive 
a series of targeted communications, 
focused on Shriners’ commitment to fun, 
fellowship and philanthropy.

The I AM RU program is a great way 
for nobles to become more involved with 
their temple and have some friendly com-
petition to win some great prizes. Our 
members are seeing impressive success 
with this program and are making a dif-
ference in their temples. Nobles of all 
ages are participating – winners thus far 
range in age from 32 to 88; and we’ve 
had as many as 56 overall referrals in a 
single month.

Year End Numbers 
The 2017-2018 I AM R U year-end win-
ners (those with most referrals for a given 
time period) were celebrated at this year’s 
Imperial Session. The Top Line signer of 
the year was Noble Leonard Proden,  
33o Past Grand Master from Almas Shri-
ners with 71 new nobles. Noble Proden 
was also the winner for both May and 
June, as well as the fourth quarter. 

The two temples of the year were 
Ziyara Shriners, which reached 320 per-
cent of their goal and Mabuhay Shriners, 
which met 186 percent of their goal. 
Mabuhay had more than 750 new nobles 
join their temple. 

These 74 temples met or exceeded 
their membership goals and received 
a 2017-2018 I AM R U Pride and 
Performance Award Banner:

Chief Membership 
Development Officer
We are very pleased to 
announce a new member 
of our leadership and 
membership team, Chief 
Membership Develop-
ment Officer of Shriners 
International Brian Van 

Norman. He will be responsible for lead-
ing our membership efforts.

Van Norman is a certified association 
executive with 20 years of successful 
experience in high-level management. He 
previously served for 12 years as Director 
of Membership for the American Public 
Works Association. He gained first-hand 
knowledge of working with and through 
volunteers by serving in leadership posi-
tions at several prominent nonprofit 
organizations, including the Kansas City 
Society of Association Executives where 
he received the Association Professional 
of the Year Award. Van Norman has experi-
ence in raising awareness and financial 
support for pediatric health care – he was 
Executive Director for Children’s Miracle 
Network of Greater Kansas City. 

His strategic leadership and man-
agement skills in the membership 
development field have led to effec-
tive membership efforts by motivating 
members as grassroots advocates for 
membership growth and engagement.

Van Norman brings to our organization 
extensive knowledge obtained through 
formal training and successful experience 
in association and nonprofit entities. His 
experience and skill sets, which include 
marketing and motivational speaking, will 
lead our organization in setting the vision 
and direction for membership recruiting 
and engagement.

“I am excited for the opportunity to join 
Shriners International to promote the mis-
sion of the fraternity,” said Van Norman. 
“I can attest to the commitment of our 
members and look forward to working 
with them and staff to implement strate-
gies focused on member engagement, 
recruitment and retention.“

Patient Ambassadors

Aad Shriners
Anah Shriners
Kerbela Shriners
Orak Shriners
Aahmes Shriners
Ansar Shriners
Khedive Shriners
Oriental Shriners
Abou Ben Adhem Shriners
Asiya Shriners
Luxor Shriners
Osiris Shriners
Abou Saad Shriners
Azan Shriners
Mabuhay Shriners
Philae Shriners
Acacia Shriners
Beja Shriners
Marzuq Shriners
Pyramid Shriners
Afifi Shriners
Beni Kedem Shriners
Medinah Shriners
Sahara Shriners
Ainad Shriners
Bolivia Shriners
Midian Shriners
Salaam Shriners
Al Chymia Shriners
Calam Shriners
Mirza Shriners
Scimitar Shriners
Al Koran Shriners
Crescent Shriners
Mohammed Shriners
Sesostris Shriners
Al Malaikah Shriners

Cyprus Shriners
Moila Shriners
Sharon Shriners
Al Rai`e Saleh Shriners
Egypt Shriners
Moolah Shriners
Sudan Shriners
Al Shamal Shriners
El Hasa Shriners
Morocco Shriners
Suez Shriners
Alee Shriners
El Riad Shriners
Moslem Shriners
Tadmor Shriners
Aleppo Shriners
Hadji Shriners
Mount Sinai Shriners
Tunis Shriners
Algeria Shriners
Hejaz Shriners
Nemesis Shriners
Wahabi Shriners
Almas Shriners
Hikmat Shriners
Nile Shriners
Yaarab Shriners
Alzafar Shriners
Jericho Shriners
Oleika Shriners
Ziyara Shriners
Amal Shriners 
Kalurah Shriners
Omar Shriners
Zor Shriners
Amara Shriners
Kena Shriners
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Remembering  
GENE BRACEWELL

A History of Voluntary Service 
In 1960, Imperial Sir Bracewell became 
a Mason and Shriner and found a pas-
sion for volunteer work and leadership. 
He was initiated as a member of Yaarab 
Shriners in Atlanta in December of 1960, 
and, in 1973, he was the youngest man 
ever elected Potentate. He also served 
his temple as President of the Yaarab 
Shrine Band, Treasurer, and Captain of 
the Guard, and was a member of the 
International Cabiri and Jester Court 
91. In addition, he was an Associate 
Member of Shaddai Shriners in Panama 
City, Florida. 

Bracewell loved being a Shriner, and 
like everything he did, he excelled at 
it, and was an example to us all. He 
served on countless committees, and 
ultimately led our great fraternity 
as Imperial Potentate for the 1984-
1985 Imperial year. He then served as 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees of 
Shriners Hospitals for Children from 
1986 to 1996, and then, from 1997 to 
2012, he served as Imperial Treasurer.  
During his term as Treasurer, he led the 
organization through a major rebuilding 
of its system of hospitals, and helped 
establish Shriners Hospitals for Children 
as one of America’s most revered and 
broadly supported philanthropies.

He also served on countless com-
mittees, including as a member of the 
Investment Committee; the East-West 
Shrine Game® and the Strategic Plan-
ning Committee. He was also Chairman 
of the Donor Relations Committee and 
was named Chairman Emeritus, Board of 
Trustees in 1997, and Imperial Treasurer 
Emeritus in 2012. 

Imperial Sir Bracewell was a member of 
the Charity Daylight Lodge No. 754; York 
Rite-Chapter 56, Commandery No. 27; 
and Scottish Rite-Valley of Atlanta, Orient 
of Georgia. He was also an Honorary 
Member of the Supreme Council, Order 
of DeMolay 33rd Degree; and Past Sov-
ereign, Red Cross of Constantine, 
Atlanta, St. Ambrose Conclave.

Over the years, Imperial Sir 
Bracewell was recognized with 
just about every award the fra-
ternity has to give, including 
“Shriner of the Decade,” and the 
Imperial Potentate’s Award of 
Merit, which is the highest honor 
the fraternity can bestow. Impe-
rial Sir Bracewell was awarded 

the 33rd Degree of Scottish Rite Masons, 
an honor that cannot be sought or applied 
for but only given in recognition of exem-
plary leadership and service to the tenants 
of Masonry. 

An Effective Leader 
He loved our fraternity and philanthropy 
unconditionally, and was an effective 
leader, able to achieve great results and 
bring out the best in everyone. He also 
was an incredible fundraiser for Shriners 
Hospitals for Children. He was known for 
being confident, patient, professional and 
fun-loving. 

Imperial Sir Bracewell was also devoted 
to his family. He and his 
beloved wife, Katharyn, 
would have celebrated 62 
years of marriage this past 
June. The entire Bracewell 
family continues to be in 
our prayers, and Imperial 
Sir Bracewell’s memory and 
legacy will be cherished and 
remain with us always. 

" Over the years, Imperial Sir Bracewell was recognized with 
just about every award the fraternity has to give..."

The Passing of Imperial Sir Bracewell 
a Huge Loss to Fraternity

Shriners International, and everyone who is part of our great fraternity, 
lost a wonderful friend, an amazing leader and an incredible brother and 
Shriner with the passing of Imperial Sir Gene Bracewell on May 8. 

Imperial Sir Bracewell retired as president of the National Chemical 
Division of National Services Industries, a Fortune 300 company, in 
January 2000. He had been associated with the company for 42 years. 
Imperial Sir Bracewell majored in chemistry and biology at the University 
of Georgia and Emory University, and received an honorary doctorate of 
humane letters from Southern College in Memphis, Tennessee. 

IN MEMORIAM



GUATEMALA

 19shrinersinternational.org

RESPONDING 
TO A CRISIS

Fraternity and Philanthropy 
Work Together to Help 
Guatemalan Children

WITHIN 24 HOURS of the eruption of 
the Volcan de Fuego (Volcano of Fire) on 
June 3 in Guatemala, a rapid response 
team from Shriners Hospitals for Children 
— Galveston was on its way to the devas-
tated area to offer help, and a second team 
from our Boston location was on standby. 

Bringing Children to the 
Galveston Shriners Hospital
Working with the U.S. Southern and other 
military commands, the Guatemalan and 
U.S. embassies, and the U.S. departments 
of State and Health and Human Services, 
we were able to expedite transportation 
of six critically injured children to our 
world-renowned pediatric burn hospital 
in Galveston, Texas. The patients and their 
guardians arrived at the hospital on June 7 
and began receiving a range of treatments 
and services to help them recover to the 
fullest extent possible. A seventh child 
arrived the following week for treatment. 
The Guatemalan Shrine Club arranged for 
commercial air ambulance service for this 
last patient. 

Egypt Shriners of Tampa, Florida, which 
has exclusive fraternal jurisdiction in 
Guatemala, and the members of its Gua-
temalan Shrine Club were deeply involved 
in this relief effort.

A team from Egypt Shriners recently 
returned from visiting the Guatemalan 
Shrine Club. The 45 members of the Club 
continue to work diligently on the exhaus-
tive recovery efforts, rotating teams of 
men. The volcano exploded in a large erup-
tion, entirely burying some settlements 
established on its slopes.

Shriners in Texas also assisted in the 
Guatemala relief effort. The night before 
the patients arrived in Galveston, about 30 
Shriners gathered at Sholes International 
Airport in Galveston to be present when 
the Guatemalan children landed. From 
about 10 p.m. on the 6th, until 4:45 a.m. 
on the 7th when the plane landed, at least 
15 or more were still present to show their 
support and offer assistance. They came 
from temples all around the greater Hous-
ton and Galveston area, and kept hospital 
staff company as they patiently awaited 
their arrival and managed press and mili-
tary contacts from the terminal area.

After the patients were loaded into 
ambulances and taken to Shriners Hospi-
tals for Children — Galveston, a handful 
of remaining Shriners entered the belly 
of the C-17 to shake hands and exchange 
hugs with the military who assisted with 
transporting and caring for these children. 

A Greater Awareness 
of our Fraternity
“Awareness of the efforts of our Shriners 
during this crisis is so great and people 

are so grateful that officals asked us not 
to wear our fezzes when we arrived at the 
airport to avoid the difficulties of attracting 
a huge crowd,” said Illustrious Sir Reggie 
Guier, Potentate of Egypt Shriners. Despite 
the need to continue working on relief 
efforts, the Club members were excited 
about the opportunity to participate in the 
ceremonial held while the team from Egypt 
Shriners was present. Five new members 
who were influenced by the good works 
of Shriners were initiated. In addition, two 
more Guatemalans became members of 
the fraternity during the Imperial Session 
Ceremonial. One was a former patient of 
Shriners Hospitals for Children, and the 
other the Grand Master of Guatemala. 

The work of the Shriners has become 
well known in Guatemalan society. The 
“funny hat,” as people refer to the fez, is 
now a symbol of hope for the children of 
Guatemala. Shriners International, through 
the Egypt Shriners, has earned an increas-
ing good reputation in Guatemala and the 
mission of our fraternity is reshaping many 
aspects of their society. The Guatemalan 
people are seeing what great accomplish-
ments are possible when there is the will 
to do them.

We are proud of the members of Egypt 
Shriners, the Guatemala Shrine Club and 
the nobles in Houston and Galveston for 
their charitable works. We are also proud 
of the awareness of the Shriners fraternity 
in Guatemala. 



P.O. Box 31356
Tampa, FL 33631-3356
813-281-0300

Change Service Requested

7-DAY WESTERN CARIBBEAN TRIP

Hosted by Imperial Sir Jim Cain and First Lady Patsy

To learn more, please visit the official 2019 Imperial Session website, 
imperial2019.com, or Facebook page, facebook.com/JimCain2019.

2018-2019 Imperial Cruise

Hosted by imperial sir jim cain and lady patsy
7-day western caribbean trip 

your departure date:
January 20, 2019

Day   Port                                Arrive        Depart

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

-

-

8:00 AM

8:00 AM

8:00 AM

10:00 AM

-

8:00 AM

4:00 PM

-

5:00 PM

5:00 PM

3:00 PM

6:00 PM

-

-

94th Annual East-West Shrine Game

Tampa, FL

“Fun Day” at Sea

Cozumel, Mexico

Belize City, Belize

Mahogany Bay

Grand Cayman

“Fun Day” at Sea

Tampa, FL

We don’t have proof, but evidence suggests that the Caribbean was made for cruising.
This evidence is all around you — you’ll find it in the Caribbean air, the sand and the water!

$250.00 MINIMUM DEPOSIT PER PERSON.
COMPLETE DEPOSIT REFUNDABLE IF CANCELED BEFORE OCT. 15, 2018.

FINAL PAYMENT(S) DUE OCT. 15, 2018.

Questions? Ready to Book? Please call, text, or email today!
First Time Cruising? Travel Agents, Don and Lisa, will be on board to assist! 

INTERIOR

FROM FROM

OCEAN VIEW

All prices are per person, double occupancy. Taxes and 
Port Charges included. Extra fees apply for gratuities and travel protection.

*Select ocean view rooms available. Please call for pricing.

BALCONY

640$ * $call 850

OUR DREAM TRAVEL

DON NICHOLSON
DON@OURDREAMTRAVEL.COM

(865) 740 - 0971

LISA NICHOLSON
LISA@OURDREAMTRAVEL.COM

(865) 740 - 0972

Presented By:

7 days western caribbean
Please join Imperial Sir Jim Cain and Lady Patsy 
on this wonderful and fun vacation following the 

94th Annual East-West Shrine Game on January 19, 2019! 
Come to Tampa for the game and stay for the fun!

See You in Nashville for the 2019 Imperial Session
The 2019 Imperial Session of Shriners International is coming to Nashville, Tennessee, June 30 through 
July 4. Join Imperial Sir Jim Cain and Lady Patsy in Music City for the fraternity’s biggest event of the year. 

We don’t have proof, but evidence suggests that the Carib-
bean was made for cruising. This evidence is all around you 
— you’ll find it in the Caribbean air, the sand and the water!

Please join Imperial Sir Jim Cain and First Lady Patsy on 
this wonderful and fun vacation following the 94th Annual 
East-West Shrine Game on Jan. 19, 2019. Come to Tampa 
for the game, and stay for the fun.

INTERIOR from $640

OCEAN VIEW *CALL

BALCONY from $850

All prices are per person, double occupancy. Taxes and 
Port Charges included. Extra fees apply for gratuities and 
travel protection.

$250 Minimum deposit per person. Complete deposit 
refundable if canceled before Oct. 15, 2018. Final 
payment(s) due Oct. 15, 2018. 

Presented by:
Our Dream Travel

Don Nicholson 
don@ourdreamtravel.com
865-740–0971

Lisa Nicholson
lisa@ourdreamtravel.com
865-740-0972

Questions? Ready to Book? 
Please call, text, or email 
today! First time cruising? 
Travel Agents Don and Lisa, 
will be on board to assist.

2018-2019 IMPERIAL Cruise

*Select ocean view rooms available. Please call for pricing.

S
H

R
I
N

E
R

S
INTERN

A
T

I
O

N
A

L

t
h

2

0

1

9

S
H

R
I
N

E
R

S
INTERN

A
T

I
O

N
A

L

t
h

Day Port Arrive Depart

1 94th East-West Shrine Game

2 Tampa, Florida - 4:00 PM

3 “Fun Day” at Sea - -

4 Cozumel, Mexico 8:00 AM 5:00 PM

5 Belize City, Belize 8:00 AM 5:00 PM

6 Mahogany Bay 8:00 AM 3:00 PM

7 Grand Cayman 10:00 AM 6:00 PM

8 “Fun Day” at Sea - -

9 Tampa  8:00 AM -

YOUR DEPARTURE DATE:
Jan. 20, 2019


