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DEAR FELLOW NOBLES, 

One of the few things we can be completely 
sure of is the inevitability of change. Much has 
changed since we opened the first Shriners 
Hospital in 1922 – nearly 100 years ago. Our 
lives, our culture, and our society – including 
the delivery and expectations of health care – 
are all far different than they were back then. 

Shriners Hospitals for Children® has a well-
deserved reputation for seeing unmet health 
care needs of children, and finding a way to 
help. That awareness was the underlying force 
for our decisions to provide care for orthopae-
dic conditions, burns, spinal cord injuries and 
cleft lip and palate. Our health care system is 
also known for conducting innovative research 
and sharing our knowledge and expertise with 
others, especially through offering quality 
education programs. 

It is time to apply our awareness, innovative 
spirit and expertise to realistically evaluating 
our care delivery models – in terms of both 
inpatient numbers and the current overall 
health care landscape – and respond according 
to the facts and the future potential. It is time 
to strengthen and protect our endowment 
fund, rather than continue to allow it to be 
strained to cover the cost of huge buildings, 
and empty inpatient beds. Every individual 
who is part of either the health care system or 
the fraternity needs to be willing to allow criti-
cally important changes to be made, so that 
we can continue to provide the best care we 
can to as many children as possible, wherever 
they may live – and to do this regardless of 
the families’ ability to pay.

If we are honest, we all know that the 
emphasis in health care has shifted from 
inpatient to outpatient. Hospital stays are 
short, and required for far fewer conditions 
and procedures. Families expect and want to 
take their child home at the end of the day – 
and studies support that children heal better 
and faster at home. Families are also more 
reluctant to travel long distances (for routine 
follow up visits, etc). 

Determining the absolute, best, complete 
answer for a health care system as large as 
Shriners Hospitals for Children, and imple-
menting it, is a huge undertaking, but we have 
some obvious starting points.

A MESSAGE FROM LEADERSHIP

Jerry G. Gantt
Chairman, Board of 
Trustees, Shriners 
Hospitals for Children

Gary J. Bergenske
Imperial Potentate, 
Shriners International

Yours in the faith,

For more than 20 years, due in large part 
to the preventative and educational work of 
Shriners Hospitals for Children, the number 
of acute pediatric burns has continued to 
decrease, especially in the U.S. Children today 
receive the benefit of many years of pediatric 
research and technological innovation that 
gives them the best chance for recovery and 
a successful return to life in their homes and 
communities while spending fewer nights in 
the hospital, separated from their families. 

We must look at the data on inpatient num-
bers and make informed, logical decisions. 
Knowing we could serve at least the same 
number of patients with some consolidation  
– wouldn’t that be a better, more responsible 
option than continuing to fund unused space 
in both beds and buildings? 

To reach more patients, and to serve our 
current patients more effectively, we con-
tinue to expand our outreach and telehealth 
programs. Both of these efforts allow us to 
serve amazing numbers of children who, 
otherwise, would likely never experience the 
special brand of hope and healing that is the 
hallmark of Shriners Hospitals for Children. 
Despite the fact that we only have buildings in 
three countries, over time, we have provided 
care for children in 176 countries. That is 
something we can all be extremely proud of, 
and an example of how, by going beyond our 
hospitals’ walls, and using available technol-
ogy, such as telehealth, we can serve more 
kids in more places.

Just as we need to be willing to be excel-
lent stewards of our philanthropy’s resources, 
we need to be willing to do all we can to 
strengthen our beloved fraternity, especially 
by increasing our membership numbers. We 
are making progress and raising consider-
able interest, especially through the I AM 
R U program. We thank everyone – every 
temple and Shriner who has made member-
ship retention and recruitment a priority. For 
more information on the I AM R U program, 
please see page 6. 

Thank you for all you do for your fraternity 
and philanthropy.
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RECOGNIZING 
MEMBERSHIP 
EFFORTS
Using Suggestions and Sharing 
Enthusiasm Can Lead to Success

For more information on the I AM R U 
program, please see pages 6-7, and 
visit beashrinernow.com/referral.

EVERY SHRINER NEEDS TO BE 
AWARE of the importance of increasing 
membership. While there are many suc-
cessful membership development efforts, 
the work being done internationally is 
especially noteworthy. For example, Mabu-
hay Shriners of the Philippines had 284 
new creations at their recent ceremonial. 

Representatives from nine countries attended 
a ceremonial in Cyprus (Emirat Shriners) for 
10 new nobles. The event, held following the 
annual outreach clinic on the island, brought 
together both aspects of our organization. Also, 
the El Salvador Shrine Club (Abou Saad Shriners) 
held a charity run to benefit efforts to help local 
children coping with burn injuries.

NETWORKING
� Build your Membership Team with 

like-minded, membership-oriented 
nobles and ladies who can be called 
together to add a membership 
element to all events.

� Meet regularly to brainstorm – think 
outside the box.

� Sharing ideas among temple 
counterparts can assist in introducing 
new ideas to the temple plans.

� Reward involvement among your 
nobility to help increase attendance 
and participation at temple meetings.

PROGRAMS
�Don't be afraid to try new 

membership programs. 

TECHNOLOGY
� Offer an online/virtual temple 

meeting to remote Shrine 
Club locations. Doing so 
will encourage and improve 
attendance and participation  
at temple meetings. This will 
prove especially beneficial 
to temples that have a vast 
geographic jurisdiction.

PROMOTION
� Encourage nobles working at 

promotional tables/booths to 
stand in front of the table,  
ready to greet interested 
parties. This creates a more 
welcoming atmosphere.

� Include team-building exercises 
and dynamic speakers at  
your presentations and  
temple meetings.

� Invite a keynote speaker who 
brings a message that is related 
to the Shriners fraternity or 
Shriners Hospitals for Children.

COLLABORATION
� Value the voice and input of your 

ladies. They offer support, and often 
have unique perspectives, different 
from that of your nobility.

Aleppo Shriners developed a "new member 
passport" which encourages new members 
to visit the clubs and units during their first 
year of membership.

All kinds of programs that bring 
people together for fraternal or 
hospital-related activities have the 
potential to generate interest in the 
fraternity. This, in turn, can lead to 
new prospects and new members.

Membership Tips Shared at the 2017 Membership Seminar

Please visit the Membership Toolkit 
at shrinersvillage.com to access many 
membership resources. As always, please 
forward any questions or success stories 
to membership@shrinenet.org.

And, of course, remember to take advan-
tage of the I AM R U program, initiated by 
our Imperial Poten-
tate, to provide new 
names for prospects 
that you are willing 
to mentor and guide 
through the process. 
It only takes minutes 
to register a prospect. 

https://webfez.shrinenet.org/referral
https://www.shrinersvillage.com/login/login.aspx?url=%252f
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USING TECHNOLOGY 
TO SERVE OUR 
PATIENTS

Telehealth Program Improves Efficiency 
and Helps Reach More Children 

While Shriners Hospitals for Children 
only has 22 physical locations – 20 in the 
U.S. and one each in Canada and Mexico, 
our health care system serves children 
and families from all 50 states, and from 
countries around the globe. Telehealth, a 
form of real-time video conferencing, helps 
make this possible. 

Using affiliate locations that work in 
partnership with our established hospitals 
and medical centers, we can bring our 
excellent pediatric specialty care directly to 
our patients. Telehealth eases the burden 
and cost of traveling long distances to one 
of our hospitals, and reduces time away 
from home and school for our patients and 
families. Having telehealth capabilities also 
aids our outreach efforts and clinics. Cur-
rently, telehealth helps us serve patients 
and families in 10 countries, including 
Cyprus and Panama. We hope to be able 
to reach patients in 19 countries within 
the next year. Types of services that are 
offered at these clinics include new patient 
evaluations, orthopaedic post-operative 
follow-up, burn care follow-up and tele-
psychiatry visits. 

Recognized Medical Facilities
The affiliated locations that host the tele-
health clinics are conveniently located 
medical facilities where patients and fami-
lies can access their Shriners Hospitals for 
Children physicians and providers, without 
having to travel to their Shriners Hospital. 
The clinics can be identified by the phrase 
THe Care Network. These locations use 
state-of-the-art mobile carts and digital 
health peripherals to connect physicians 
and patients by video, for both new and 
follow-up visits. The Shriners Hospitals 
medical team examines the child via live 
video from a private telehealth room at 
the affiliate location, where they receive 
our signature high-quality care, just as they 
would at the hospital. 

An Ambitious Goal
Shriners Hospitals for Children is working 
to expand the telehealth program to all 
22 locations, and anticipates completion 
in 2019. Realistic forecasts estimate that 
11,155 of our patients will use telehealth 
services in 2019, saving patients and their 
families from traveling 9.3 million miles to 
receive excellent, high-quality medical care. 

When complete, the telehealth care 
network will have expanded the physical 
presence of Shriners Hospitals for Children 
into nearly every state in the U.S., as well 
as into major sections of Canada, Mexico 
and Central America. 

"The Shriners Hospitals for Children 
telehealth network is one year into its 
implementation and is already making 
an impact on services provided for our 
patients," said Gene D'Amore, vice presi-
dent of hospital operations and chief 
information officer. "By leveraging tele-
health technologies, Shriners Hospitals' 
patients are provided an easier means of 
access to care and a reduction in travel and 
associated costs. When fully implemented, 
our telehealth network will become one 
of the largest and most geographically 
far-reaching pediatric telehealth programs 
in the world." 

Our commitment to the development, 
refinement and implementation of a sys-
tem-wide telehealth care network is just 
one more example of our commitment to 
provide excellent, compassionate, innova-
tive care to children in need of our services, 
wherever they may live. 

For more information about our telehealth program, please contact your nearest 
Shriners Hospitals for Children location, or email telehealth@shrinenet.org.

7
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At the 2017 Imperial Session last July, Imperial 
Sir Gary Bergenske asked all Shriners to take a 
stand against the declining membership in our fra-
ternity. Every noble was challenged to refer friends, 
family members and co-workers to the I AM R U 
program for further contact, education and informa-
tion about Shriners International and Freemasonry. 

This new referral program enhances the model 
already supported by . It 
is administered through WebFez and links the 
prospect automatically with his referring noble, 
promoting a natural fraternal mentorship based 
on their pre-existing friendship or acquaintance. 
The new process can be tracked and reported, 
and each referral triggers automatic communi-
cations to the referrer and the prospect. Once 
a noble makes a referral, he then receives tools 
and resources to mentor his prospect to creation 
or restoration. 

With this new referral functionality, current 
nobles can now directly refer names of friends, 
family members and acquaintances they feel would 
make good Shriners. The program encourages 
constant collaboration, so that everyone can share 
their fraternity with the good men around them.

To help make the program successful, there are 
incentives and prizes for taking action and for 
achieving results.

Membership Referral Program 
Continues to Promote Membership

Monthly and Quarterly Winners 
Each month, the noble who top-line signs the most petitions 
for new creations will receive a check for $100, and their 
temple will receive a Rush Night Survival Kit, which includes 
several membership resources, such as posters, brochures and 
other materials to assist in future rush nights at the temple.

The quarterly winner, who top-line signs the most petitions 
for new creations over a three-month period, will receive 
a $500 reward, as well as a ticket package for a Shriners-
sponsored event (such as the East-West Shrine Game), a 
special tassel holder, an Imperial Potentate's Medallion and 
a Silent Messenger statue with a custom-engraved plate.

At the end of the Imperial Year (July 2018), the noble who 
top-line signed the highest number of new creations will 
receive $1,000, a Shriners/Masonic apron, a ticket package 
and an Imperial Potentate's Medallion. Also, the temple 
showing the highest membership gain (by percentage) will 
receive $1,000. These awards will be presented during the 
2018 Imperial Session.

"The awareness caused by the 'I AM R U Committed to 
Membership' Program is the highest we have seen in many 
years," said Imperial Potentate Gary Bergenske. "We must now 
utilize that awareness and implement this program that will 
result in many new members. We must work hard to grow 
our beloved fraternity — our patients are depending on us." 

Refer a good man today at beashrinernow.com/referral.

IT IS OUR RESPONSIBILITY AS SHRINERS TO EDUCATE 
OTHERS ABOUT SHRINERS INTERNATIONAL, create more 
Shriners, recruit more Freemasons, and refer more patients to Shri-
ners Hospitals for Children. Collaboration is essential, and we must 
all work together to promote successful and efficient membership 
processes – the future success of our organizations depends on it.
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"The awareness caused by the 
'I AM R U Committed to Membership' 

Program is the highest we have 
seen in many years"

https://webfez.shrinenet.org/referral
http://www.beashrinernow.com/
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 Q Why do you think  
Shriners International  
is important?

Shriners International is important! As 
proof, take a look at all the smiles by 
the kids in our network of hospitals 
and medical centers. 

 Q How did you find 
membership success? What 
was your approach?

I found membership success by inviting 
those good men that I enjoy hanging 
out with. Having fun, helping kids is 
our motto. Sounds pretty easy and 
straightforward. The I AM R U program 
is awesome! Imperial Sir Gary Bergen-
ske is doing an amazing job at driving 
membership for the World's Greatest 
Philanthropy. It's catchy; it's fun. 

 Q Why do you think 
committing to membership 
is important?

Membership is key. Without the ability 
to create and retain new members, we 
as Shriners would not be able to enrich 
the lives of the children we serve in our 
Shriners Hospitals for Children. 

 Q Anything else you would 
like to add?

Keep your temple membership pro-
gram simple, coordinate with your 
public relations team and have FUN! 
There is not another fraternal organiza-
tion around that knows how to have 
FUN like we as Shriners do! Having 
fun, helping kids! Easy breezy!

 Q Why do you think Shriners 
International is important?

Shriners International is important because 
of the work we do. When we've helped more 
than 1.3 million children, it's pretty simple. We 
can't let that progress stop.

 Q How did you find membership 
success? What was your approach?

We had an idea to go to the Grand Lodge, 
and request a list of the Blue Lodge members 
within 100 miles of our temple (that's the only 
pond we have to fish in). They granted it to us, 
and sent us the list.

It was overwhelming at first (5,000 names). 
We thought and thought about what to do 
with this information. First, we separated 
existing Shriners with the help of the Imperial 
membership development department. Then 
we separated the list into Blue Lodges, and 
then members over and under age 70. While 
we didn't want to reduce our numbers, we 
decided to concentrate on younger members 
first, as we thought we might have more suc-
cess. Then we separated the Blue Lodges by 
Shrine Club areas and took the list to each 
Shrine Club. We told everyone to start looking, 
see who they knew, and start calling people.

The Masons who attend their Blue Lodge are 
usually the same group and most of them are 
very familiar with Shriners already. Our goal is 
to target members of Blue Lodges who aren't 
participating regularly in meetings. What we 
need to do is redouble our efforts to get in 
and take these inactive Blue Lodge members 
and go after them – call them – invite them to 
Shrine Club events invite all of them and their 
families. You don't even have to necessarily 
promote Shrine membership – just reach out, 
invite them to get involved, see who might 
be interested, and go from there. We have 
to do it on a local level. We have to get our 
butts in gear.

I AM R U Incentive Program
Winners Share Their Thoughts

tied

Noble Lou Worthy, 
who top-line signed 
the most petitions 
for new creations in 
August, September 
and October 2017: 

Noble Wes Wells, 
who was rewarded for 
referring 71 individu-
als to the I AM R U 
program during the 
2017 Imperial Session:

I AM R U

JULY
Wes Wells - $100

Kazim Shriners

AUGUST
Paul Legrand - $100

Ainad Shriners

SEPTEMBER
William Trotter - $100

Al Azhar Shriners

QUARTERLY 
Louis "Lou"  

Worthy II - $500
Al Malaikah Shriners

OCTOBER
Rick W. Qual - $100

El Zagal Shriners

- tie -

Adolfo De La Pena - $100
Al Bahr Shriners

NOVEMBER
Robert Nunes - $100

Sudan Shriners

DECEMBER
Wayne Watson - $100

Kerbela Shriners

QUARTERLY
Robert Nunes - $500

Sudan Shriners

Here are the 
winners to date:

http://www.shrinersinternational.org/
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Past Potentate Of Oasis Receives 
Service Award from Temple 
On Monday, October 9, Past Potentate of Oasis, Tom Price, was 
honored at the Land of the Sky Shrine Club in Swannanoa, North 
Carolina with the presentation of his 60-Year Shrine Service Award. 
Illustrious Sir Price became a Master Mason in Phalanx Lodge 
31 in Charlotte, North Carolina, in 1956, and quickly made the 
decision to become a Shriner. 

He served Oasis Shriners as Potentate in 1994, and remains 
an active and involved member today. Several Past Potentates 
of Oasis and members of the Oasis Divan were present to honor 
Illustrious Sir Price when he received the award. Chief Rabban John 
Burgess presented a service certificate on behalf of the Imperial 
Potentate, and Marshal Chris Hall, the club's Divan representa-
tive, read a letter from the Imperial Potentate, while Illustrious Sir 
Price's wife, Jo, and daughter, Susie, proudly presented him with 
the 60-Year Service Award lapel pin. 

Wright County Shrine Club 
Delivers Toy Hospital Beds 
This project was initiated when Noble Jack Henry, a 
member of the Wright County Shrine Club of Wright 
County, Iowa, read an article in the Ft. Dodge Messenger 
about J.D. Myers of Hardy, Iowa, constructing a toy 
hospital bed for his daughter, Ava. Ava was diagnosed 
with mitochondrial disease when she was 3. Ava, now 8, 
asked for a toy hospital bed for Christmas so she could 
play doctor with her doll, named "Dr. Ava." 

After receiving several requests to purchase these 
toy hospital beds, Myers began building them to sell. 
The Wright County Shrine Club purchased three of the 
beds along with three toy IV stands, also made by Myers. 
The toy hospital beds and IV stands were delivered to 
Shriners Hospitals for Children — Twin Cities. The unique 
toys were very well received, and patients were playing 
with them immediately.

The Masada Desert Patrol of Yakima, Washington, was recently rec-
ognized by Shriners Hospitals for Children — Spokane for donating 
more than $10,000 during the EOS 3-D Imaging System fundraiser. 

"What makes this extra special is that, as with many clubs, age 
has caught up to us, and we do not have as many active nobles and 
their ladies as we used to, which makes some of these fundrais-
ers very hard to man and attend," said Noble Luis Ojeda, Captain, 
Masada Desert Patrol – Tri-Cities Washington. "We are few but we 
are amazing. The pride and admiration I have for the Desert Patrol 
Nobles is endless." 

The Desert Patrol also sent two $500 donations to the Spokane 
Shriners Hospital in memory of Nobles Frank Haun and Ivan 
Brown, who have passed, for a current remodel project at the 
Spokane hospital. 

"The amazing part is we are few but we understand the work it 
entails to keep our obligation to our craft and the children," said 
Noble Ojeda. The group finished their 2017 fundraising at a local 
Wal-Mart in October, and rode in the Veteran's Parade in West 
Richland, Washington, on November 11.

"May Brotherly Love Prevail, the children depend on it," said 
Noble Ojeda.

Surrounded by family, Illustrious Sir Tom Price, 
1994 Oasis Potentate, receives a standing 
ovation as he is presented with a 60-Year 
Service Award acknowledging his lifetime 
commitment to Oasis Shriners and 
Shriners International.

Left to right: Nobles Del Kramersmeier, Larry Hill and Jack 
Henry, and Theresa Barlow, director of donor development, 
Shriners Hospitals for Children — Twin Cities

Getting ready for 
Benton City Daze 
Parade in Benton 
City, Washington. 
Left to Right: 
Illustrious Sir 
Nick Wiltz, Noble 
Doug Packard, 
and Noble Captain 
Luis Ojeda. 

TEMPLE NEWS, EVENTS 
Masada Desert Patrol Honored

Photo Credit: Noble Floyd Snyder
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Al Bedoo IHOP
Members of the Al Bedoo Shri-
ners Fundraising Committee, 
along with the local International 
House of Pancakes (IHOP) owner 
in Billings, Montana, placed a 
Fezzy® bear display in the restau-
rant. The display features Fezzy 
sitting in his chair with an IHOP 
stack of pancakes in front of him. 

Melha Members Drum  
up Some Fun 
The Melha Drum Corps made it back from 
Rochester, New York, in one piece after 
their outstanding performance at the 
Drum Corps Associates (DCA) Interna-
tional Championships. This competition 
is made up of about 50 groups of some 
of the best percussion ensembles from 
around the U.S. and Canada. Since it is 
not a Shriners International function, many 
temple Drum Corps Units only compete 
with one another at their regional field 
days, but have never gone on to compete 
in the DCA, to our knowledge. 

The DCA is an international organiza-
tion of primarily Senior Drum Corps (adult 
corps members), offering a full range of 
competitions and exhibitions through-
out the summer. The season culminates 
with the championships, open to all, in 
September where these different groups 
compete in various categories to an audi-
ence of thousands both in a street-side 
performance and in the football stadium 
where the event is held. 

Almost on a lark, the Melha Drum Corps 
competed in 2011, and to their surprise, 
did quite well. Since they did not sponsor 
their own competition at their local temple 
in 2017, they thought it would be fun to 
try the DCA again. 

The Melha Drum Corps finished third 
of the 12 groups in their category behind 
CADRE (Canadian Association of Drum-
mers for Rudimental Excellence) and the 
New York Skyliners. 

Do you have a story you would like to see featured in an upcoming 
edition of Shriner Magazine: Pride and Tradition? Please submit all 
story ideas for consideration to shrinepr@shrinenet.org.

Left to right: Larry Tipton, P.P.; Bart Hensley, Chairman; 
Lucky Seibert, P.P.; and Bob Llana, IHOP franchise owner

"We were not expecting such a great 
crowd response - they LOVED us! All you 
could see were big smiles and hear peals 
of laughter throughout the show," said 
James Marceau, P.P., Secretary/Treasurer 
of the Unit.

 "And, at the end, we received the loud-
est and longest applause of ANY group 
there, including the winners. On our score 
sheets, the judges congratulated us on our 
visual effect and creativity," said Marceau. 
"For the rest of the weekend, people were 
coming up to us and telling us how much 
fun we were to watch, how different and 
innovative we were and how much they 
enjoyed the show. I really believe that if 
the crowd had voted instead of the judges, 

we would have won hands down. We 
clearly put the Melha Shriners on the Drum 
Corps map."

Others agree.
 "I am very proud of the performance 

we did. Considering we had recently 
lost a member of our group just before 
the competition, we rapidly adapted the 
show and doubled up on our rehearsals. 
We did not want to just participate but to 
dominate the show. (Which we certainly 
did)," said Richard "Digger" Baldyga, 
Drum Corps Vice President.

 To see some YouTube coverage of 
the competition, search "Melha Shriners 
percussion ensemble at DCA champion-
ship 2017." 

AND ACTIVITIES
When a patron puts a donation 

in the slot and pushes the button, 
Fezzy moves his arm over the pan-
cakes as if he is eating them. The 
display is near the cashier's counter 
in the restaurant and will be there 
365 days a year. Last year, during 
the IHOP International Pancake Day 
held in February, Al Bedoo Shriners 
and IHOP raised $4,000 for Shriners 
Hospital for Children. 

Left to Right: Ron Mongeon, Jim Marceau, P.P., Walter Isham,  
Mark Marceau, "Digger" Baldyga, Avi Kushner 

Photo Credit: Lady Carla Wessels

   TEMPLE NEWS

http://www.shrinersinternational.org/
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For more information, please visit henryusa.com.

SPECIALTY ITEM CREATED 
TO HONOR OUR 
FRATERNITY 

Unique Firearm Added to 
Fraternity's Memorabilia Collection

THE LATEST ADDITION to 
the memorabilia collection at Shriners 
International Headquarters in Tampa, 
Florida, is the very first Henry Golden Boy  
Shriners Tribute Edition Rifle, serial number  
SHRINER 0001.

The specialty firearm was created by 
Henry Repeating Arms, the leading lever-
action manufacturer and one of the top 
five long gun manufacturers in the U.S. 
Headquartered in Bayonne, New Jersey, 
the company builds more than 300,000 
Henry rifles annually.

Honoring Shriners' History
The unique collector's item was presented 
to our Imperial Potentate, Imperial Sir Gary 
Bergenske, by Anthony Imperato, President 
of Henry Repeating Arms, in December. 

"Shriners are a beacon of light in their 
communities," said Imperato. "They give so 
much in the pursuit of bettering themselves 
and helping children and families in need, 
and we are honored to offer this rifle as a 
salute to all of their hard work and chari-
table contributions. We hope to see this 
new partnership help them with continuing 
their admirable mission." 

The Henry Repeating Arms Co. offers 
tribute editions of engraved and embel-
lished firearms in recognition of several 
important groups, including those in military 
service, law enforcement, firefighters and 
first responders. We are proud to now have 
Shriners included in this elite company. 

"It was an honor to receive this special 
edition Shriners Henry rifle on behalf of 
Shriners International. We will proudly 
display it in our memorabilia room, along 
with our other collector's items, which 
include John Wayne's firearms," said 
Imperial Potentate Gary Bergenske.

The Commemorative Rifle 
The specialty rifle is built on the award-
winning Golden Boy platform, which 
comes with a fully adjustable rear sight, 
brass bead front sight and blued steel 
octagonal barrel. 

This commemorative rifle includes 
several Shriners-specific engravings 
and artwork. The American Walnut 
stock is laser-etched and hand-painted 
with a red fez and black tassel, along 
with a gold-painted banner scroll with 
the words "Shriners International." The 
right side of the nickel-plated receiver 
cover features an engraved Shriner shield 
in 24K gold plating and a banner scroll 
with the words "Fun, Fellowship and 
Philanthropy," the primary purposes of 
Shriners International. The left side of the 
receiver cover has the fraternal emblem 
- the horizontal scimitar with the hang-
ing crescent moon and star also plated 
in 24K gold. American leafy-vine scroll 
engravings surround the images on both 
sides of the receiver cover.

The Henry Golden Boy Shriners Tribute 
Edition Rifle is available to members of 
Shriners International, and to the general 
public through licensed Henry dealers. 
These high-quality collectors' items, 
which are identical to the one on dis-
play in the memorabilia room at Shriners 
International Headquarters, are sure to be 
treasured by many Shriners, and passed 
down to future generations of nobles, 
becoming part of a cherished legacy. 

Anthony Imperato (L), president of Henry 
Repeating Arms, and Imperial Potentate 
Gary Bergenske (R) display the very 
first Henry Golden Boy Shriners Tribute 
Edition Rifle in the memorabilia room at 
Shriners International Headquarters.

Photo Credit: Henry Repeating Arms
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SHRINER
Spotlight

AWARD

The NOBLES RECEIVE 
RECOGNITION

New Potentate Sets Ambitious Goals

Congratulations to Illustrious Sirs Merv Moxley and Mark Leo

In recognition of his outstanding dedication 
to both the fraternity and its philanthropy, 
Noble Merv Moxley of Khartum Shriners in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada, was named 
the recipient of the Shriner Spotlight Award 
for winter 2017-2018. 

In October of 1949, Illustrious Sir Moxley 
joined the Beaver Iconic Lodge, where he 
is still a member. In July of 1951, he joined 
Khartum Shriners, and became a member 
of the Oriental Band later that year. By 
1958, Moxley and a few other Shriners 
who were interested in riding instead of 
walking had started the Khartum Motor 
Patrol. A few years later, Moxley thought 
that the Potentate should have a Harley-
Davidson escort in parades, and he, along 
with some of the members of the Motor 
Patrol, approached the Potentate about 

starting the Khartum Cycle Escort. In 1972, 
Moxley was asked by Illustrious Sir Doug Stew-
art to join the Divan, and he became Potentate 
in 1981. Illustrious Sir Moxley carried out his 
duties proudly, representing Khartum Shriners 
in all his travels. After his year was done, he 
joined the Past Potentates Association.

On October 29, 2017, Illustrious Sir Moxley 
celebrated his 100th birthday. He has been a 
Shriner for 66 years, is the oldest member of 
Khartum Shriners, and has the lowest member-
ship number. 

We thank Illustrious Sir Moxley for his contri-
butions to Shriners International and Shriners 
Hospitals for Children, and congratulate him on 
receiving the Shriner Spotlight Award.

Left to right: Illustrious Sir Chibu Uson, Potentate of Khartum Shriners; Judi Moxley; Susan Moxley 
Cote; and Illustrious Sir Merv Moxley (in the front) at the Khartum Luncheon

Thirty-year-old Mark P. Leo of Honolulu was 
elected Potentate of Aloha Shriners in Honolulu 
in December. He is believed to be the youngest 
noble to serve in this role. 

As Potentate, he hopes to continue to 
strengthen the temple's financial position, and 
to implement a strategic plan for the future. 
"My goal is not just to create a sustainable 
path forward, but to put the Aloha Shriners in 
a position to flourish for the next 100 years," 
said Leo.

Leo was raised a Master Mason in Hono-
lulu Lodge F&AM. He became a Mason while 
studying at the University of Hawaii at Manoa 
and went on to serve as Master at the age of 
25 – one of the youngest in Hawaii's history. 
In 2014, Leo was honored with the Mason of 
the Year Award for the State of Hawaii.

Leo has served Aloha Shriners in many 
capacities, including as chairman of the public 
relations committee. 

In 2016, he helped earn the Aloha Shriners 
the prestigious Dromedary Award for best 
website in the Shriners International system.

In 2016, Leo was appointed to the Imperial 
Public Relations Committee. In this role, he 
is responsible for overseeing the public rela-
tions efforts of our organizations in Hawaii, 
California, Nevada, New Mexico and Arizona  
– a region that includes 15 temples and three 
of our hospitals. Leo is also a member of the 
Board of Governors of Shriners Hospitals for 
Children — Honolulu, where he sits on the 
hospital's committees for strategic planning 
and public relations.

In addition to serving his fraternity and phi-
lanthropy, Leo is the Principal of Pacific Web 
Management, a web technology firm based in 
Honolulu. Most recently, Leo was recognized 
by Pacific Business News (Business Journals) as 
one of Hawaii's 40 Under 40 business honorees.

Photo Credit: Pacific Business News

The Winter 2017-2018 Shriner Spotlight Award Winner

http://www.shrinersinternational.org/


REMEMBERING OTHERS AND 
SHARING OUR HERITAGE
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True Holiday Spirit 
On Nov. 16, a 5-alarm fire ripped 
through a St. Louis warehouse, destroy-
ing toys and blankets for Moolah 
Shriners' annual Christmas party for 
patients (and their families) of Shriners 
Hospitals for Children — St. Louis. 
The nobles, along with their families, 
spend the entire year purchasing toys 
and collecting donations for this event 
that brings Christmas cheer to so many 
patients during the holiday season.

As news of the fire spread, the public 
relations and development teams at the 
hospital, together with the leadership 
of Moolah Shriners, went to work. Their 
efforts included coordinating queries 
from the media, fielding calls from 
donors and others, and partnering with 
the donor relations staff at headquar-
ters to quickly set up fundraising pages 
on the website to help raise donations 
to replace the destroyed items. 

According to a local news outlet, by 
Dec. 5 nearly $17,000 had been raised 
to help the temple with its upcoming 
Christmas party. Ultimately, the temple 
was able to hold the party as scheduled, 
and as always, the children and families 
had an amazing time. As a result of all 
the news coverage of the toy drives and 
donations throughout the metro area, 
the Moolah Shriners and the hospital 
were able to reinforce the community's 
awareness of the important work of the 
Moolah Shriners. 

In addition to the loss of toys caused 
by the warehouse fire, $300 worth of 
Christmas trees on a lot run by the Alt-
Wood Shrine Club, were stolen. Sales 
from the tree lot also benefit the St. 
Louis Shriners Hospital. And, again, a 
donor (who wished to remain anony-
mous) stepped forward to replace the 
loss. The generous soul said he did this 
out of respect for the volunteers at the 
lot whose efforts help so many people.

DeMolay International has begun its larg-
est philanthropic campaign ever, Charity 
enShrined – creation of a Centennial 
Courtyard in celebration of 100 years 
of service to youth around the world. 
The courtyard will be installed at the 
DeMolay International Henry E. "Hank" 
Stickney Service and Leadership Center 
in Kansas City, Missouri, and is slated to 
be unveiled during DeMolay's Centennial 
international meeting in June 2019.

The decorative courtyard will feature a 
memorial fountain and statue dedicated 
to DeMolay's Founder and Past Imperial 
Potentate of Shriners International, Frank 
S. Land. There will also be a a statue of the 
first DeMolay, Louis Lower. In addition, 
the famous Shriners' statue, known as 
the Silent Messenger, will be part of the 
display. It will be dedicated to our beloved 
Jack Jones, Past Imperial Potentate and 
Past Imperial Recorder. In addition, the 
courtyard will include the four histori-
cal emblems of DeMolay, seven precept 
lights representing DeMolay's seven 
cardinal virtues (filial love, reverence 
for sacred things, courtesy, comrade-
ship, cleanness, fidelity and patriotism). 

Three flagpoles will further demonstrate 
DeMolay's commitment to patriotism 
and fraternity. 

The design includes 2,100 customiz-
able bricks in two sizes throughout the 
courtyard. These bricks can be personal-
ized for individuals or fraternal groups, 
and can include several choices of avail-
able fraternal emblems. To sponsor a 
brick in support of this campaign, please 
visit DeMolay.org/courtyard. Brick prices 
start at $200. 

Invest in the future of Freemasonry 
and the appendant Masonic bodies by 
supporting DeMolay today.

DeMolay's Commemorative 
Centennial Courtyard

Nobles Work to 
Ensure Happiness  
of Others, and to 
Honor our History



MEMORABLE MOMENTS

CONGRATULATIONS to Mazol 
Shriners of Newfoundland and Labrador, 
Canada, who were named to the Duke of 
Edinburgh's International Award Volun-
teer Hall of Fame for their outstanding 
service to children. 

The temple was inducted into the 
Volunteer Hall of Fame on September 
14, and received their award during the 
2017 Volunteer Hall of Fame Award 
Gala on November 16, where three 

individuals and three organizations 
were celebrated. 

Of the Mazol Shriners, the press 
release from Duke of Edinburgh's 
International Award stated, "The Shri-
ners have created a dynamic fusion of 
research, outreach, and innovation for 
children in need of specialized medical 
care. No matter how long or tumultu-
ous the path of rehabilitation may be, 
Shriners ensures that each child they 

serve is empowered, physically, emo-
tionally, and financially, to achieve their 
maximum potential."

The Duke of Edinburgh's International 
Award of Newfoundland and Labrador 
started the Volunteer Hall of Fame in 
2012 to honor the people who have 
made significant and long-standing 
impacts through volunteering.

Mazol Shriners Named to the Volunteer Hall of Fame
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Nobles are Recognized 
for Their Efforts and 
for their Generosity

David Ragan Donates NASCAR 
Helmet to Shriners International

Much of the fraternity's memo-
rabilia collection is displayed in 
the exhibit room in the lobby of 
Shriners International Headquar-
ters in Tampa, Florida. The exhibit 
room is home to many interesting 
items, including co-founder Dr. 
Walter Fleming's fraternal ring, 
a very old ritual book, pins and 
medallions from the late 1800s 
and early 1900s, and badges from 
every Imperial Session. The col-
lection also includes photos of 
famous Shriners, and a collection 
of Noble and famous actor John 
Wayne's guns, which is one of the 
most popular items to those who 
visit the display. 

Every Shriner is part of a huge, 
extended global family; like all fami-
lies, we deeply value and treasure 
our combined histories, and our 
individual legacies. 

NASCAR driver and fellow 
Shriner David Ragan, who named 
Shriners Hospitals for Children 
as his official charity of choice in 
2008, recently contributed his Bell 
Racing USA Shriners Hospitals for 
Children racing helmet, signed for 
display, to Shriners International's 
memorabilia collection. 

We are honored to have a tan-
gible representation of his life and 
legacy to share, and are grateful 
for his support.

SHRINERS LEAVE 
LASTING IMPRESSION

SHRINERS INTERNATIONAL has a 
long history of having many well-known 
and highly-respected individuals as 
members, including various heads of 
government, trailblazers, professional 
athletes and entertainers. 

http://www.shrinersinternational.org/
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Signature Events

THE SHRINERS HOSPITALS  
FOR CHILDREN OPEN
In 2007, Shriners Hospitals for Children entered 
the golf scene in a significant way, signing on 
as the charitable host organization for the PGA 
TOUR’s Fall Series golf tournament at TPC Sum-
merlin in Las Vegas. The 2007 Frys.com Open 
Benefiting Shriners Hospitals for Children fea-
tured live broadcasts on The Golf Channel and 
raised the profile of the health care system. 

Recognizing the value of increasing awareness on an international 
scale, Shriners Hospitals committed to serving as the title sponsor of 
the 2008 event, as well as taking on a celebrity co-host. From 2008 to 
2012, the event was known as the Justin Timberlake Shriners Hospitals 
for Children Open. In 2013, Shriners Hospitals for Children assumed 
sole title-sponsor status of the popular event, which became part of the 
distinguished FedExCup series. 

From Oct. 30 to Nov. 5, the 2017 Shriners Hospitals for Children Open 
brought the FedExCup to Las Vegas once again as the PGA TOUR returned 
to the valley for the 35th consecutive year. Many of the top golfers in the 
world participated in the competition for their chance to win a share of 
the $6.8 million purse. In the end, Patrick Cantlay was the 2017 champion. 

During the event, several Shriners Hospitals for Chil-
dren patients were on hand to share their stories and 
participate in various ways. Both of our National Patient 
Ambassadors were in attendance, and there were also 
patient ambassadors representing various Shriners 
Hospitals locations as standard bearers on the course. 

The 2018 Shriners Hospitals for Children Open will 
be held Oct. 29 - Nov. 4. 

Benefit Our Fraternity and Philanthropy
SHRINERS INTERNATIONAL supports and participates in a number of local, regional and national 
events throughout the year, alongside Shriners Hospitals for Children. These events typically generate 
a vast amount of attention for both organizations, and provide fellowship opportunities for Shriners.

For more information, please visit m.mlb.com/astros/tickets/info/college-classic.

For more information, please visit 
shrinershospitalsopen.com.

In 2015, the Astros Foundation and Shri-
ners Hospitals announced a multi-year 
naming rights agreement for the annual 
Houston College Classic, renaming the 
tournament the Shriners Hospitals for 
Children College Classic.

 The event, held at Minute Maid 
Park, home of the Houston Astros, is 
regarded as one of the top collegiate 
baseball tournaments in the nation. It 
consistently draws fans, top-ranked 
programs and scouts from every major 
league organization each year.

 The 18th annual Shriners Hospitals 
for Children College Classic was held 

THE 2018 SHRINERS HOSPITALS FOR CHILDREN COLLEGE CLASSIC

March 2-4, and fea-
tured three programs 
from local universities: 
the University of Hous-
ton, Sam Houston State 
and Louisiana-Lafayette, and three from 
the SEC: Mississippi State, Vanderbilt and 
Kentucky. All nine games over the three-
day tournament pitted a local university 
against an SEC opponent.

 The tournament, a collaborative effort 
of Shriners Hospitals for Children and the 
Astros Foundation, was televised on AT&T 
SportsNet Southwest and streamed live 
on MLB.com. 

https://www.shrinershospitalsopen.com/
https://www.mlb.com/astros/tickets/college-classic
https://www.mlb.com/
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To learn more about the East-West Shrine Game, please visit shrinegame.com.

Ten players from seven NFL teams selected Shriners Hospitals for 
Children as their charity of choice for the 2017 My Cause My Cleats 
initiative during week 13 of the NFL season.

My Cause My Cleats gives NFL players the opportunity to person-
alize their cleats and raise awareness for the charities and foundations 
they support. The initiative also gives players a 
platform to share their stories and explain why 
the causes are important to them.

Participating players revealed their cleat 
designs via social media on Nov. 28, during 
a league-wide “Unboxing Day.” The custom-
designed cleats were worn during various 
games throughout week 13 of the regular 
NFL season, helping to raise awareness for 
the chosen charities.

Following the games, the players’ auto-
graphed custom cleats were auctioned 
online through NFL Auctions, with proceeds 
benefiting the players’ designated charities, 
including Shriners Hospitals for Children.

head coach Jonathan Hayes of the Cincin-
nati Bengals, and West head coach Bobby 
Johnson of the Oakland Raiders.

The all-star match-up ended with a bar-
rage of offense, as the West surged for a 
touchdown to win the game, 14-10.

The 2018 E. Jack Spaulding Award for 
Most Outstanding Defensive Player was 
given to the West’s Natrell Jamerson, safety 
from Wisconsin, and the 2018 William 
H. Coffman Award for Most Outstanding 
Offensive Player went to Northern Iowa 
receiver Daurice Fountain, who played 
for the East.

The weeklong event was also a time to 
recognize and honor both past and present 
East-West Shrine Game players. 

During this year’s Players’/Hall of Fame 
Banquet, the East-West Shrine Game staff 

THE 2017 MY CAUSE MY CLEATS CAMPAIGN

was very proud to welcome former players 
Brett Favre (1991 game alumnus), Gary 
Huff (1972 game alumnus) and Willie 
Roaf (1993 game alumnus) to its Hall of 
Fame family as the 2018 inductees. In 
addition, Ohio State quarterback, J.T. Bar-
rett, was presented with the 2018 Pat 
Tillman Award for his exemplification of 
intelligence, sportsmanship and service, 
on and off the field.

Every year, players and coaches also 
participate in an important game-week 
tradition that takes place off the field – a 
visit to the local Shriners Hospitals for 
Children before the game. On Sunday, 
Jan. 14, the players visited the Tampa 
Shriners Hospital, and gained a greater 
understanding of the work supported by 
the East-West Shrine Game.

 7 Ryan Allen 
New England Patriots/Punter
 7 Tyus Bowser 

Baltimore Ravens/Linebacker
 7 Anthony Chickillo  

Pittsburgh Steelers/Linebacker
 7 Alan Cross  

Tampa Bay Buccaneers/Tight End
 7 Leonard Wester 

Tampa Bay Buccaneers/ 
Offensive Tackle 

Players who supported Shriners Hospitals for Children:

 7 Bud Dupree 
Pittsburgh Steelers/Linebacker
 7 Todd Gurley 

Los Angeles Rams/Running Back
 7 Charcandrick West 

Kansas City Chiefs/Running Back
 7 Anthony Zettel 

Detroit Lions/Defensive End
 7 Eric Ebron 

Detroit Lions/Tight End

The East-West Shrine Game started as a 
baseball game between Islam Shriners – 
now called Asiya Shriners – and the Elks. 
While the game raised money for each of 
their respective charities, Shriners’ team 
captain E. Jack Spaulding suggested that 
an all-star college football game would 
generate more exposure for the Shriners 
organization. The first football game was 
played in 1925 in San Francisco, California, 
at San Francisco’s Ewing Field.

The 93rd annual East-West Shrine Game 
kicked off on Saturday, Jan. 20 at 3 p.m. at 
Tropicana Field in St. Petersburg, Florida, 
and was broadcast live on NFL Network. 
The entire event was a tremendous suc-
cess, and we thank everyone for their 
support of the game, which is so important 
to our organizations.

Game day began with a classic Shriner-
style Pre-Game Tailgate Party at 11 a.m. 
The game was played in front of a crowd 
of 21,700, and the teams were led by East 

Cleats worn by 
Alan Cross of 
the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers

THE 2018 EAST-WEST 
SHRINE GAME

SIGNATURE EVENTS

https://www.shrinegame.com/
http://www.shrinersinternational.org/
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Change Service Requested

About Daytona Beach
The Daytona Beach area has a vast assort-
ment of activities and entertainment for 

people of all ages. The city is most widely 
known for its great weather, beaches and 
motorsports, but the area also offers 
plenty of shopping, nightlife, cultural 
events and sporting activities, making it 
the perfect family vacation destination. 

Offering a combination of amuse-
ment parks, restaurants and shops, the 
legendary Daytona Beach Boardwalk 
and Pier is a premier entertainment 
center located right on the beach, 
next door to the Imperial Session host 

hotel. The boardwalk features 
outdoor and indoor rides, a 

classic arcade, a giant Ferris 
wheel, the Sand Blaster roller 
coaster, go-karts and plenty of 
live entertainment, including 
concerts and street performers.

The 2018 Shriners International Imperial 
Session will again be held at the Ocean 
Center, a state-of-the-art convention 
center located right across the street from 
the Atlantic Ocean and the oceanfront host 
hotel, the Hilton Daytona Beach Resort. 

Plan Now to Attend Shriners 
International's Most Important 
Event of the Year
Shriners International invites all nobles, 
ladies and their families to join us for the 
144th Imperial Session in Daytona Beach. 
With everything the city has to offer, it's 
easy to see why the it is one of America's 
favorite destinations.

Imperial Sirs Gary J. Bergenske and Jim 
L. Cain Sr. and the 2018 Imperial Session 
Committee members look forward to wel-
coming our Shriners family to Daytona 
Beach once again.

Back to the Beach for the 2018 Imperial Session

The 2018 Imperial Session of Shriners International will take place Sunday, July 15 through 
Thursday, July 19, in sunny Daytona Beach, Florida, for the second year in a row. Daytona Beach 
is located on the beautiful east coast of Florida, and is home to the "World's Most Famous Beach," 
the legendary Daytona International Speedway, many top-notch dining and shopping options, and 
a wide variety of other attractions the whole family is sure to enjoy.

For more information, please visit imperial2018.com.

Photo Credit: Daytona Beach Area CVB

https://www.imperial2018.com/
https://www.imperial2018.com/



