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As Masons we are members of the world’s 
oldest, largest, most widely known and most 
widely respected fraternal organization in the 
world — FREEMASONRY. As Shriners we OWN 
the WORLD’S GREATEST PHILANTHROPY — 
Shriners Hospitals for Children.  
 
Let’s take responsibility — each and every one of 
us — to all go get JUST ONE new member to start 
the process of rebuilding our great fraternity.

VOLUME 9 • ISSUE 4 • WINTER 2019

“

”



2 Shriner Magazine: Pride and Tradition

For many people, the December holiday season 
is the best time of year. For Cheryl and me, it 
is a time to gather with family and friends and 
celebrate all they bring to our lives. We also 
remember, with great appreciation, our amaz-
ing worldwide Shriners family. Please know that 
every one of you is important and valued, and we 
are pleased and proud to have you in our family. 

We also look forward to the hope and prom-
ise of a new year — a time for taking on new 
challenges and for revisiting and strengthening 
commitments. I encourage each of you to resolve 
to do your best every day to support and share 
your fraternity’s values, mission and activities. 

Together, we really do improve lives and com-
munities, and make the world a better place. If 
there were more of us, we could do more for our 
fraternity, our philanthropy and our communities. 

My JUST ONE campaign can go a long way 
to increasing our numbers — if everyone will 
do their part — and successfully recruit or help 
restore at least JUST ONE member. I believe in 
the power of one — the impact each person can 
make — but it will take the effort of every one of 
us to be as successful as we need to be. To learn 
more, please contact your temple’s membership 
chairman or email membership@shrinenet.org. 

Cheryl and I wish you a wonderful holiday season, 
and a healthy, happy and fulfilling New Year. 

Yours in the faith,

A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN  
OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR  
IMPERIAL POTENTATE

Happy Holidays! It’s such a busy and special time 
of year. Please be sure to spend time with your 
family and friends, and create memories that will 
last for many years to come. 

In addition to the holidays, this is an important 
time of year for our temples, as they prepare to 
welcome new leadership in the New Year, which 
will be here quite soon. I am pleased to have this 
opportunity to thank and acknowledge the 2019 
Potentates and Divans for their dedication and 
effort. Please remember to share your knowledge 
and experience with the new temple leaders, in 
order to have a smooth and successful transition.

I also want to thank you for your continued sup-
port of our ongoing efforts to adapt our hospitals 
in ways that will be more economical and efficient, 
and allow us to meet the demands of the industry, 
and the expectations of today’s patients and 
families as effectively and completely as possible. 

We all want to offer the unparalleled experience 
and care of Shriners Hospitals for Children® to as 
many children and families as possible — regard-
less of where they live. In order to accomplish 
that, we must continue to focus on changing 
and adapting. 

We know that change can be challenging and 
difficult; we appreciate the support of our nobles, 
hospital leadership, the executive team and the 
Joint Boards as we work toward ways of provid-
ing care that will reach more kids in more places. 

On a lighter note, the East–West Shrine Bowl™ 
takes place on Jan. 18 in St. Petersburg, Florida. 

This is one of our oldest traditions – and it’s a 
lot of fun. We are looking forward to seeing many 
of you in the stands. For more information, please 
visit shrinebowl.com. 

Yours in the faith,

DEAR FELLOW NOBLES,

Jerry G. Gantt
Chairman, Board of 
Trustees, Shriners 
Hospitals for Children

Jeffrey L. Sowder
Imperial Potentate, 
Shriners International

DEAR FELLOW NOBLES,
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INSIDE THIS ISSUE ABOUT OUR FRATERNITY 
Shriners International, a fraternity based on fun, fellowship and the 
Masonic principles of brotherly love, relief and truth, founded Shriners 
Hospitals for Children as its official philanthropy in 1922. What began 
as one hospital is now a world–renowned health care system with 
locations in three countries. The fraternity, which has nearly 200 
temples in several countries and thousands of clubs around the world, 
continues to support this unique health care system. 

ABOUT OUR PHILANTHROPY
Shriners Hospitals for Children is one of the largest pediatric sub–
specialty health care systems in the world, with locations in the 
U.S., Canada and Mexico. Our staff is dedicated to improving the 
lives of children by providing pediatric specialty care, conducting 
innovative research, and offering outstanding teaching programs for 
medical professionals.

shrinershospitalsforchildren.org

facebook.com/ShrinersHospitalsforChildren

twitter.com/shrinershosp

youtube.com/user/shrinershospitals

instagram.com/shrinershospitals

facebook.com/shrinersinternational

twitter.com/shriners

youtube.com/ShrinersTV

instagram.com/shrinersinternational

FIND US ONLINE

About the Cover: Imperial Potentate Jeff Sowder shares some thoughts on the 
importance of each and every Shriner, and encourages participation in his JUST ONE 
membership campaign. To learn more about this effort, please see page 11.

Correction: In the Fall 2019 issue of Shriner Magazine, the location of the Oleika 
Shriners temple was listed incorrectly. The Oleika temple is in Lexington, Kentucky. We 
regret the error.

shrinersinternational.org

shrinersvillage.com

FIND US ONLINE

BROTHERHOOD
2 Thoughts from Our Leaders

4 A Young Man’s Path to Brotherhood

6 Partners in Brotherhood

COMMUNITY
8 A Package Deal

14 Dream Teams

15 East-West Shrine Bowl

FUN AND FELLOWSHIP
11 Membership Is Making Strides

12 Fellowship, Fun and Philanthropy

16 Join Us in Kansas City

PHILANTHROPY
5 Nobles Represent Shriners Hospitals

10 For Ladies Only

A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN  
OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

BEING GOOD STEWARDS | As a nonprofit organization dependent on donations, it is critically important that Shriners Hospitals for 
Children uses all funds wisely and effectively. The Oversight Committee investigates and reports on activities conducted for the benefit 
of Shriners Hospitals that have incurred, or apparently may incur, an appreciable financial loss. The Committee also checks on actions 
or possible actions of the Joint Boards that may not have followed appropriate practices or been fully vetted or disclosed. Findings are 
reported during Imperial Session. For more information, call 866–290–7637 or visit shriners.ethicspoint.com.
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7Unlike so many who were led to Masonry by their fathers,  
29–year–old Martiall Pitts’ introduction was steeped in pure fiction. 
“To be completely honest,” he said, “my first ideas about Masonry came 
from books like The Da Vinci Code or TV shows like Bones. I thought 
Masons were a myth or some sort of hoax — like the mole people.” 

At age 25, however, Pitts’ desire for male camaraderie led him to seek 
a more reality–based understanding. He contacted a Mason through 
Instagram who was happy to answer questions. Pitts was receptive to 
what he learned. “I liked the idea of a group of guys that supported 
each other and had real friendships,” he said.

Then one day, a sales call put Pitts in a businessman’s office that had a 
display of Masonic and Shriner certificates. Pitts expressed curiosity, so 
Noble Darren Chruikshanks (now Assistant Rabban of Gizeh Shriners), 
spent a good 90 minutes telling the young man about both brotherhoods.

Learning about Shriners Hospitals for Children settled the matter. 
“When I found out that there was this awesome group of Masons who 
dedicate their time to helping kids, I knew I wanted to join the Shriners 
as soon as I could,” Pitts said. In September of 2017, nine months after 
becoming a Mason, he became a member of Gizeh Shriners in Burnaby, 
British Columbia, Canada. 

Making Connections at a Distance
Gizeh’s jurisdiction encompasses the province of British Columbia and 
the Yukon Territory. Pitts’ home in Fort St. John, British Columbia, is 
more than a 13–hour drive north of Gizeh Shriners’ temple, so Pitts’ 
interactions with fellow Shriners are primarily limited to his local club 
and another group south of his home. Despite the distances, the young 
Shriner has found the camaraderie and brotherly encouragement he 
was seeking. 

Pitts puts the average age of nobles at his local club at 55 and 
estimates the average overall age of members of Gizeh is closer to 65, 
but he is not bothered by the age gap. “I’m the guy who socializes with 
everyone,” he said. “I get something out of every interaction.” 

Pitts is eager to see more men join the Shriners fraternity 
and he believes that social media can help promote membership.  
“We have so many tools at our disposal now,” he said. “We need to use 
them to change the perception around Shriners.” 

The Issue of Time
Although age isn’t an issue for Pitts, he sees how being 
a Shriner may present men with young families chal-
lenges that are different from those faced by empty 
nesters and retirees. 

Pitts, who drives in his club’s Tin Lizzie Squad, 
believes that time demands on men in their 20s 
through 40s may be a concern as they consider a 
fraternal commitment. While many men in this age 
group admit being a Shrine–Mason “sounds great,” 
they may not want to miss precious evenings at home 
with their families.

“At this time in our lives, many things split our 
attention,” Pitts said. “It might even be worse for my 
generation — having to always be connected. I can’t 
seem to get away from work.”

Nevertheless, he is undaunted by the challenge and 
will continue to do his part to promote temple growth. 
“I take every opportunity to talk to any guy who 
will listen about Masonry and Shriners,” he declared, 
adding, “I currently have three friends going through 
the steps to become Masons.” 

It is every Shriner's responsibility to promote membership. To learn more about Imperial Potentate Jeff 
Sowder’s JUST ONE membership campaign, visit shrinersvillage.com/Resources/Membership/JustOne. 

A YOUNG MAN’S PATH 
TO BROTHERHOOD
One Man’s Perspective on Being a Shrine–Mason
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Nobles Represent Shriners Hospitals 
Living Our Mission and Giving Hope to Children and Families

Just ask Jack Richardson of Zelzah Shriners, who met 
a boy and his family by chance one evening while 
dining out with his wife. He couldn’t know at the time 
that he was speaking with a future Shriners Hospitals 
for Children National Patient Ambassador. The boy, 
of course, was Cristian, who, along with Madelyn, is 
representing the health care system this Imperial Year. 

A Vision of Philanthropy 
We all owe a tremendous debt of gratitude to the 
Shriners who had the awareness, compassion and vision 
to establish Shriners Hospitals for Children, and to des-
ignate it as the official philanthropy of the fraternity. 

As we know, what began as a single hospital is now 
one of the largest pediatric sub–specialty health care 
systems in the world, with locations in three countries. 
And, since the first hospital opened in 1922, our 
philanthropy has provided hope and healing to more 
than 1.4 million children, regardless of the families’ 
ability to pay for services.

There are many reasons that Master Masons take the next 
step and become Shriners. One of the most common is the 
opportunity to help make a difference for children and families. 

Approaching a family with a child with special needs requires 
sensitivity and an awareness of the family’s comfort level in 
discussing the situation. Nobles should remember to use 
language that encourages, rather than discourages. 

Build connections with families by sticking to words with 
positive or neutral connotations, such as disability, disabled, 
or when possible, the actual term involved, such as cerebral 
palsy or spina bifida. Then provide the referral card so the family 
can consider when and how to take advantage of the resource.

Patient referral cards may be available from your temple, and are listed on the online ordering system on 
Shriners Village. More information on disability–appropriate language is available on the one sheet, The 
Importance of Positive Communication to Children with Disabilities, also available on Shriners Village.

Continuing  
the Tradition
Today’s nobles are just as 
committed to supporting 
the philanthropy and to 
improving the lives of chil-
dren. Referring a potential 
patient is easy, especially if you have a couple of our patient referral cards 
tucked into your wallet. With English printed on one side and Spanish on the 
other, the card is handy for those situations when a noble meets a family 
with a child who may be a candidate for treatment by our health care system.  
The card provides both a toll–free phone number and an email address, 
so that families can reach out for information in whatever way they are 
most comfortable.

Noble Richardson helped Cristian’s family connect with the Shriners Hospi-
tals for Children location in Los Angeles (now located in Pasadena, California). 
Cristian was 13 when he had the surgery that he says changed his life and 
gave him hope. Now 18, Cristian has said, “I cannot imagine my life without 
my Shriners family, and I thank God every day for bringing them to me.”

Tips on Referring Families
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PARTNERS IN

The excitement was contagious. By 
the day of the event, both organizations 
had more than 50 candidates. The event 
was attended by many of the Grand Lodge 
officers and several Past Grand Masters and 
Past Potentates. By working together, Shri-
ners and Masons alike achieved their goals.

“The place you go to find Shriners is 
Masons,” Hewatt said. “So, it’s pretty obvi-
ous to us that we have to partner with 
the Grand Lodge and work with them to 
increase membership.”

That’s why they look for opportunities 
for joint ventures. For example, he said, 
Yaarab Shriners bring the Grand Master 
of Georgia to Imperial Session, and the 
Junior Grand Warden of the Grand Lodge 
of Georgia attends the Shriners member-
ship seminar. In addition, the entire Divan 
attends the Grand Lodge Session, where 
they present the Grand Master with a fez.

Common Ground,  
Common Goals
“It’s all about relationships,” Hewatt 
stressed. “It’s not fast. We work hard to 
develop the right relationships and find 
ways to partner with them. We look for 
things we have in common, like member-
ship.” Working together has benefits for 
both Shriners and Masons, as each side 
brings something to the table. 

A recent veterans appreciation event in Atlanta attracted 
hundreds of veterans who gathered together in fellowship to 
meet, eat, and hear other veterans speak on a variety of topics.  

Brotherhood
Yaarab Shriners are 
Working with Georgia 
Masons in an Effort 
to Strengthen Both 
Organizations

The occasion was organized by the Yaarab Shriners, and all the participants were 
Shriners or Masons. “It was a big–deal event,” said Yaarab Potentate Dennis Hewatt.  
“There are 274 Masonic Lodges in north Georgia, and we invited all Masonic veterans.” 
Giving Shriners a chance to mingle with their Masonic brothers at events of interest to 
both is part of a deliberate effort on the part of Yaarab Shriners to develop and deepen 
those relationships.

Making Working with Lodges 
and Masons a Priority
“We made it a strategic priority six years 
ago,” Hewatt said. “We want to look for 
every opportunity to communicate with 
the Grand Lodge of Georgia and Masons 
in our jurisdiction.”

As Shriners International works to 
increase membership, Yaarab Shriners have 
responded with a focus on Masonry and 
all Masonic bodies. Hewatt says there are 
about 33,000 Masons in Georgia and only 
6,000 Shriners, so there’s a large pool of 
candidates to try to reach — Masons who 
aren’t yet Shriners. 

At another event, Yaarab Shriners and 
the Valley of Atlanta Scottish Rite teamed 
up for a common purpose — to give all 
Master Masons in north Georgia a “chance 
to advance in Freemasonry.” The event 
showed that when Masons put their 
heads together, they can get the job done, 
Hewatt said. 

The Grand Master of Masons in Georgia 
and the Grand Secretary’s office assisted 
with advertising and sending announce-
ments to all lodges in the jurisdiction. 
Advertising took the form of letters to 
the lodges and to each lodge’s Worshipful 
Master, four full–page ads in the Grand 
Lodge publication Masonic Messenger, the 
Scottish Rite newsletter and the Yaarab 
Shrine publication Basharat.

Hewatt said Shriners are excellent at 
fundraising, because they have the struc-
ture and knowledge gained from working 
on behalf of the philanthropy. 

“We do event–based things that help 
raise money for the hospitals and the fra-
ternity,” he said. “Then, part of our budget 
every year is set aside to partner with the 
Grand Lodge to help with membership.”

Leveraging Shriner experience to 
support Masonic goals, especially in 
membership, helps everyone. “When we 
grow Masons, then we get a chance to 
grow,” Hewatt said.

Is the strategy working? Check out the 
numbers. At the joint ceremonial, 53 new 
Shriners were created. “Our goal is to get 
120 new members annually,” Hewatt said. 
“This year we are on track for 170 to 180.”
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John Piland, executive vice president of 
Shriners International, accepted the grant 
on behalf of Shriners International at the 
Shriner Appreciation Reception hosted by 
Kosair Charities on Oct. 3. The evening 
celebrated the history of both organiza-
tions, while providing an update on grant 
recipients, future goals, and recognizing 
key honorees. 

“Shriners International Education Foun-
dation is extremely grateful to Kosair 

Charities,” said Piland. “This partnership 
will allow the fraternity to make a sustain-
ing impact by providing education, training 
and leadership development at the 2020 
Assistant Rabban Seminar, and strengthen-
ing other efforts.” 

Representatives of Kosair Charities will 
attend the Seminar, which will be held in 
Tampa, Florida, March 9–11, 2020, and 
the closing reception will be named in 
their honor.

“We are proud of this grant and are 
looking forward to great impact with it 
as we help future Shrine leaders better 
understand leadership, responsibility and 
our mission to help children,” said Keith 
Inman, President of Kosair Charities. 

We thank the board of Kosair Charities 
for their generous support of Shriners Inter-
national and their commitment to educating 
future leaders of Shriners International.

Generous Grant Supports Shriners  
International Education Foundation 
The Shriners International Education Foundation (SIEF) 
was created to support and expand educational oppor-
tunities and leadership development of our fraternity 
members and allied organizations. Since establishing 
SIEF, we’ve expanded offerings to include distance–learn-
ing programs via live webinars and on–demand video 
training, and enhanced program content at our seminars.

Kosair Charities also believes that education is a critical 
component to the success of our fraternity, and we are 
pleased to announce their support of SIEF, through a 
generous grant of $50,000 to further enhance training 
programs for current and future fraternity leaders — help-
ing to provide the necessary tools to more effectively 
lead our temples and health care system and have a 
greater impact on the children and families served by 
Shriners Hospitals for Children.

“We are proud of this grant and are looking forward to 
great impact with it as we help future Shrine leaders …” 

(l-r) H.I. Stroth, Kosair Charities 
Chair; Rick Laird, Kosair 
Shriners Potentate; John Piland, 
Executive Vice President, Shriners 
International; Keith Inman, 
President, Kosair Charities.

FOUNDED IN 1923, Kosair Charities Committee, Inc. was formed by the Kosair Shrine 
Temple as a separate non-profit organization in response to the unfilled need in the 
community for children to receive long-term medical care. Kosair Charities mission is to 
enhance the health and well-being of children by delivering financial support for healthcare, 
research, education, social services, and child advocacy.



8 Shriner Magazine: Pride and Tradition

A Package Deal

In the drive to increase membership, Shriners are offering more new activities than ever. 
And the effort goes beyond taprooms and bourbon tastings. To further broaden their appeal, 
some temples are trying to be more family–friendly. It’s an idea that’s growing in popularity. 
But how does it work, exactly?

WHEN HE BEGAN HIS SHRINERS LEADERSHIP JOURNEY IN 2009, Matt Sturlaugson approached it the way 
many Shriners do — being committed to having his lady right by his side through it all. But together, they kicked it up a 
notch. The Sturlaugsons would be a package deal, they said: El Zagal Shriners would be getting Matt along with his wife, 
Mandii, and their three young children. It may have appeared to be a risky move, but the couple knew it was right for their 
family — and for the fraternity. “As the culture is changing, we need to embrace the idea of family involvement,” Mandii said.

For Matt, the benefits of being a Shriner are clear. The fun and fellowship, combined with work on behalf of the 
philanthropy, are attractive. But for a family with young children, something had to give. “For us to be a part of events, 
Shriners just had to be family–friendly,” Matt said. Change was slow, the couple admits. “We had lots of support from 
our nobility, ladies and our El Zagal family,” Matt said, “but it didn’t come easy for all.”

Creating a Family–friendly Environment
So how do you go about making a fraternity — by definition, 
an organization for men — inclusive and enjoyable for families? 
Matt and Mandii had a two–pronged strategy.

One, they could leverage their own experience to 
help families feel included and welcome. And two, 
they could link the fraternity’s larger purpose — 
improving the lives of children — to the organization’s 
everyday activities. “Shriners Hospitals for Children is 
all about the kids,” Mandii said, “and we can embrace 
kids in the Shrine.” 

To make it work, the couple agrees, takes effort. 
“You have to be very intentional,” Mandii said. “You 
have to put the same type of effort you would in 
planning for regular Shrine events into planning activities for 
younger people.”

A lot of the time, this means thinking like a parent, the Sturlaug-
sons said. Rather than just saying “Kids Welcome” at the bottom 
of an event agenda, the couple recommend complementing 
the men’s and women’s schedules with a fully developed kids’ 
schedule. Where will the young people be? What will they be 
doing? Who will be responsible for them? And, always a big 
concern, what will they eat? 

The real key is communication, they said. Parents can relax 
and enjoy themselves when they know that their children are 
safe and having fun.

Here’s How El Zagal is Doing It

Scavenger Hunts. Picnics. Movie Nights. Arts and Crafts. 
Appealing to Families Can Help Increase Membership.

The Sturlaugsons said their temple’s approach to wel-
coming kids is working. In the beginning just a couple of 
children would turn up, and now it’s anywhere from a 
dozen to three dozen. At El Zagal’s ceremonials, Matt 
said, the younger set is making up an average of 10% 

of attendees. “Parents love it,” Mandii said. 
“They can come and have fun — and they don’t 
have to come up with money for a babysitter.”

As Past Potentate of El Zagal, Matt, and his 
wife, enjoy seeing events come together now 
that reflect their influence. Their temple has 
become intentional about including children’s 
activities at events. A recent ceremonial is a 
great example of how family–friendly fraternal 
events can look.

“As the adults did their thing,” Matt said, “we had guides, 
not babysitters, to lead the kids.” Friday evening featured 
yard games — cornhole, Ladder Golf and the like — and 
movie night. The next day, during the traditional ceremonial 
events, the well–supervised kids took a bus downtown to 
see a parade, take a painting class and tour the local art 
center, then make their own pizza at Jonny B’s, a pizzeria 
owned by a Shriner. In the evening, activities were held at a 
local hotel, where the kids could hang out and play games, 
swim in the pool and watch movies while their parents took 
part in Shriner–related activities.



 “Shriners Hospitals for Children is all 
about the kids,” Mandii said, “and we 

can embrace kids in the Shrine.” 
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Involving the Community
Pulling together kids events that comple-
ment the temple activities takes creativity 
and resourcefulness, the Sturlaugsons 
admit. To help, they recommend seeking 
local and municipal partnerships. Once, 
when a city marathon was planned, the 
Shriners sponsored a kids run, and area 

business owners provided T–shirts and pop-
sicles. “Finding out what the city is doing and 

then planning your events around that is a great way 
to get families involved,” Mandii said. Other resources to lever-
age could include appendant bodies such as Job’s Daughters, 
Rainbow Girls and DeMolay, or local colleges, where students 
often need to perform community service. A memorable “Mad 
Scientist” event involved a college instructor and several stu-
dents helping kids perform experiments.

What’s it like having kids and adults at the same gatherings? 
Some Shriners have expressed concern, particularly when alcohol 
may be present at an event, Matt said. He compares their family–
friendly events with weddings: a setting people are familiar with, 
where different generations mix together naturally and where adult 
beverages are not unusual. He said event organizers intentionally 
create environments where everyone is safe — kids and adults 
alike. And Mandii pointed out that it’s important to recognize not 
all events are appropriate for children and to plan accordingly.

The benefits of a family–friendly temple and fraternity are 
evident. Matt said his temple’s membership has been consistent 
or growing for the past seven years and that their average age is 
skewing younger. 

In addition, the openness has created a vibe that draws in 
all types of people, Mandii said. “There are single nobles, and 
grandparents who are raising their grandchildren,” she said. “You 
won’t know what you have until you create an environment where 
they want to come.”



10 Shriner Magazine: Pride and Tradition

For Ladies Only

Sincerely,

Cheryl Sowder
First Lady, Shriners International

Please visit lovetotherescue.org/first–lady–program.

I’m also pleased to have this chance to 
wish everyone Happy Holidays during this 
special time of year. I hope your celebra-
tions and time with family and friends are 
both joyful and meaningful. 

I also want you to know how much  
I am enjoying the opportunity to travel 
and meet so many ladies and nobles who 
are totally dedicated to the mission and 
work of both our fraternity and our health 
care system. You are truly an inspiration 
and I thank you for your dedication and 
commitment. I hope that you are aware of 
the critically important role we, as women, 
have in both Shriners International and 
Shriners Hospitals for Children. 

In addition to supporting the efforts, 
programs and fundraisers of our temples, 
we can help encourage and increase mem-
bership by noting good men who would 
make great Shrine-Masons. We then would 
share these names with our nobles. We 
also need to ask our male family members 
to become part of this great effort.

Of course, we can support our health 
care system through volunteering, and 
through the work of the ladies’ Masonic-
affiliated organizations, like Daughters of 
the Nile, Ladies' Oriental Shrine of North 
America, and Shrine Guild of America. 

We can also invite all women who have 
a passion and concern for others and a 
heartfelt desire to make the world a better 
place and improve the lives of children to 
be part of Women & Philanthropy. I initiated 
this effort to reach women who are not 
currently part of our Shriners family, but 
would support our mission. As women, 
we have an increasing ability to effect 
change through our own leadership and 
philanthropic initiatives. 

During the special holiday season, often 
called the Season of Hope, please consider 
inviting the women you know to become 
part of this exciting program, or give them 
the gift of a year’s membership — making 
them part of something challenging, uplift-
ing and inspiring. 

Membership is $500 (annually), and 
includes a commemorative necklace, 
collectible pin, special event invitations,  

and opportunities to connect, learn and 
lead. Women & Philanthropy also supports 
Shriners Hospitals for Children, which is 
the very essence of hope, making mem-
bership in this new effort, a timely and 
perfect gift.

Thank you so very much for all that you 
do for Shriners International, Shriners 
Hospitals for Children, and especially for 
our special Patient Ambassadors, and for 
allowing me to share this journey with you.

DEAR LADIES OF OUR AMAZING SHRINERS,

It’s hard to believe that it is already Decem-
ber. It seems like Imperial Session was 
yesterday, and we’ve only just begun this 
amazing journey together. 

I want to thank you for your incredible 
efforts on behalf of my program, Heroes 

Among Us. Our Patient Ambassadors are truly incredible and generous in so 
many ways, and we are honored to support their desire to share their stories 
and the message of hope that is Shriners Hospitals for Children. 

A Special Message from Our First Lady
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Meet Our Extra-Effort Nobles

SIEF Recognizes Three 
New Charter Members
Shriners International Educa-
tion Foundation (SIEF) provides 
resources to help Shriners and 
others become more effective 
in the areas of membership 
development, leadership, public 
relations and marketing. 

The following nobles are the 
newest Charter Members of SIEF. 
We thank them for their gener-
ous $10,000 donations. 

All donations to SIEF, from 
the largest to the smallest, are 
greatly appreciated and help 
strengthen our beloved fra-
ternity. For more information, 
email SIEF@shrinenet.org. 

If you know a man who 

would make a good 

Shrine-Mason, or are 

ready to bring a brother 

back to the fraternity, 

visit getjustone.org.

NOBLE MICHAEL KERNS 
in honor of  

Noble William Kerns
 

NOBLE RYAN OTIS 
in honor of  

Imperial Sir Randy Rudge
 

NOBLE CHRIS 
SHOEMAKER 

MEMBERSHIP IS
Making Strides

Nobles are 
Answering 
Calls to 
Action

FOR THESE SHRINERS, JUST ONE ISN’T ENOUGH. From July through September 
of the 2019 Imperial Year, the following nobles were top–line signers of two or more 
Shriner recruits or restorations in conjunction with Imperial Potentate Jeff Sowder’s JUST 
ONE membership campaign. 
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This year Shriners everywhere have been active in their communities, hosting events and 
attending festivities in support of our fraternity and philanthropy. There are many ways to 
showcase the benefits of membership, especially the opportunity to help make the world a 
better place through supporting Shriners Hospitals for Children. From parades to parties, 
here are just a few examples of active Shriners. 

NIGHT AT THE PARK
Pyramid Shriners Donald Casey Jr. and 

Antonio Bello joined their brothers at the annual 
Night at the Park family festival in Monroe, 
Connecticut. As Shriners twisted balloons for 
hundreds of patrons, they also were able to share 
information about the excellent specialized care 
available at Shriners Hospitals for Children. This 
is the third consecutive year the Pyramid Shriners 
have been invited to Night at the Park. These 
nobles participate in many events throughout the 
year, including parades, festivals, and Masonic 
Lodge celebrations. “We enjoy interacting with 
members in the communities while having fun 
and fellowship at the same time,” said Casey. 

OLD SPANISH DAYS
The Old Spanish Days Fiesta is a summer tradition in Santa Barbara, California, 
that’s nearly a century old. On the first Friday in August, the Old Spanish 
Days parade is held — and it wouldn’t be complete without Shriners.

A tradition for the Al Malaikah Shriners since 1984, the delegation some-
times rides in a wagon, sometimes a surrey, and once, in a stagecoach. All 
are restored and maintained by the Santa Barbara Carriage Museum. No 
signs or banners are allowed, but the fez needs no introduction. This year's 
parade featured more than 680 participants, including horses and riders, 
floats, marching bands and mariachi groups, walking groups, dancers, 
antique carriages, coaches and wagons. 

Potentate Bruce Ponoroff brought his wife, Andi, Chief Rabban Seb 
Badoyan and his wife, Judy. With club host Noble Bruce Rick and wife Evelyn, this 
Shrine–family mix made for a great day of sharing and celebrating. 

This parade is said to be the largest equestrian parade in the nation with no motorized 
units. More than 25,000 people saw the iconic Shriner fez, emblematic of the fraternity, 
and hear the announcers talk about Shriners Hospitals for Children.

“When you are riding along, there are so many people who recognize the fez and say 
‘Thank you for what you do for kids’ or ‘My dad or granddad or uncle was a Shriner.’ That 
makes it special for me," said Ponoroff.

Fellowship, Fun and   Philanthropy
on Center Stage The Benefits of Belonging to the 

Fraternity are Easy to See at these 
Activities and Events
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Fellowship, Fun and   Philanthropy

CHARITY HOCKEY GAME
Jaffa Shriners in Altoona, Pennsylvania, found a fun way 
to keep cool in summer — a charity hockey game. With a 
hockey team composed of 24 nobles, Potentate Jordan 
Settle said they are always looking for ways to get out 
on the ice. So, they challenged friends on a Washington, 
D.C., firefighters team to a friendly game, with proceeds 
to support Shriners Hospitals for Children.

The teams invited two Shriners Hospitals patients, one 
representing our Erie location, and one the Philadelphia 
hospital, to attend and to participate in a shoot–out chal-
lenge between periods. Patient Julia won $500 for the 
Philadelphia Shriners Hospital. It wouldn’t be a Shriners 
event without pins, and sure enough, a hockey–playing 
Fezzy pin was available for a donation of $20 or more 
to the philanthropy. 

Jaffa team jerseys, raffles and the Jaffa camel mascot 
all helped to pump up the crowd of nearly 250 spec-
tators. After the game, festivities moved to the Jaffa 
temple, where 17 units helped put on an evening of 
family–friendly fun for about 350 people that included 
food and beverages, music, three bounce houses and 
even a dunk tank.

The one–day event was a success in a multitude of 
ways, Settle said. In addition to raising more than $7,000 
for Shriners Hospitals for Children, Settle said Jaffa mem-
bers were especially gratified to know they were also 
helping support their community by providing free food 
and entertainment during the party. And throughout the 
day, several men inquired about becoming members of 
the fraternity. Sounds like a hat trick to us.

To share stories and photos of your temple’s 
events, please email marketing@shrinenet.org.

Community Party

• Starts at 5:00 PM

• Open to the public... bring friends!

• FREE FOOD AND DRINKS

• Live Entertainment by the Jaffa Band, Highlanders, 

   String Band, Oriental Band, and Drum & Bugle Corps

• Jaffa Calliope Clowns will be twisting balloons 

• Kids / Family games & more (car show cornhole, 

   blowup jump house, etc.)

Jaffa Charity Hockey Game

Washington DC Firefighters     -vs-   Jaffa Shriners

Location:  Galactic Ice, Altoona, PA  •  Time:  1:00 PM - Warm ups, 2:00 PM Game

Admission:  Any donation to Shriners Hospitals for Children

PROCEEDS SUPPORT SHRINERS HOSPITALS FOR CHILDREN

jaffa Community Day
S A T U R D A Y,  J U LY  2 0 ,  2 0 1 9

vs
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Shriners Support Philanthropy while 
Cheering their Favorite Athletes and 
Enjoying the Rose Parade TraditionDream Teams

Professional Golf
At the 2019 Shriners Hospitals for Children 
Open in Las Vegas, held Sept. 30 – Oct. 6, 
Kevin Na emerged victorious from a field 
crowded with top athletes, defeating Patrick 
Cantlay on the second hole of a sudden 
death playoff. The gorgeous course at TPC 
Summerlin provided a wonderful setting for 
us to gather, share stories and spread the 
word about the amazing impact our health 
care system has on the lives of children. 
The young people who served as Standard 
Bearers, each representing the Shriners 
Hospitals for Children location where they 
receive treatment, did a fantastic job as 
patient ambassadors while enjoying the 
unique experience of seeing a professional 
golf tournament from inside the ropes.

College Baseball
The 2020 Shriners Hospitals for Children College 
Classic, set for Feb. 28 – March 1, will be an epic 

showdown of Big 12 and SEC matchups at Minute 
Maid Park in downtown Houston. It’s the second 

time the nine–game tournament, put on by the Astros 
Foundation, has pitted the conferences against one another. 

Participating teams are Baylor, Oklahoma and Texas for the Big 12, 
and Arkansas, LSU and Missouri for the SEC.

Tickets for the 2020 tournament are available online at  
Astros.com/CollegeClassic.

The Shriners Hospitals for Children College Classic offers the 
chance to see some of college baseball’s most exciting players, and 
over the years has included many future Major Leaguers, including 
Gerrit Cole (Houston Astros), Trevor Bauer (Cincinnati Reds), David 
Price (Boston Red Sox), Matt Carpenter (St. Louis Cardinals), and 
Anthony Rendon (Washington Nationals). In the 2019 MLB Draft, 
85 former tournament participants were selected.

Join the Fun!

ROSE PARADE
Wednesday, Jan. 1
11 a.m. EST
Broadcast live by several networks
 

EAST–WEST SHRINE BOWL
Saturday, Jan. 18
3 p.m. EST
Broadcast live on NFL Network

COLLEGE CLASSIC
Feb. 28 – March 1
Check MLB Network for details

With their rich history and tradition, our organizations’ 
signature events are special opportunities for Shriners and 
their families to enjoy the fun and fellowship that comes with 
belonging to this great fraternity. Best of all, it’s all in support 
of our philanthropy, Shriners Hospitals for Children. 

An Iconic Tradition
For the 10th consecutive 
year, Shriners Hospitals 
for Children will participate 
in the Rose Parade on New Year’s Day 
in Pasadena, California. The health care 
system’s float, Hope Knows No Limits, will 
depict a playground, with a sliding board 
and mascot Fezzy pushing a young girl 
on a swing — a girl who, like many of our 
patients, has a prosthetic leg. Our float 
shows one result of the presence of hope: 
joy and acceptance — seen through the 
carefree exuberance of children sharing a 
day at the playground. Hope gives them 
the freedom to enjoy their childhood. 
Float riders will include representatives 
of the fraternity and philanthropy, including 
National Patient Ambassadors Madelyn 
and Cristian.
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HOST A WATCH PARTY FOR MEMBER RECRUITMENT 
Looking for a fun way to engage new members? Our premier sporting event offers a fantastic opportunity for Shriners 
to attract new members to our fraternity. Email EastWestShrineBowl@shrinenet.org for a Watch Party Package. 

Master Masons: Temples can have a party for Master Masons 
who aren’t yet Shriners. There is plenty of time between plays 
to share the stories of our amazing philanthropy. So set out 
a delicious tailgating buffet — and make sure you have a big 
stack of referral cards ready!

Younger Shriners: Watch parties can be family affairs, in which nobles 
and their neighbors and friends of all ages gather for snacks and 
beverages and watch the top college NFL prospects do what they do 
best. A college–football themed party lets our members bond with 
people across generations and share stories and traditions with young 
men of character who haven’t before considered becoming Shriners.

In September, the nation’s longest–running college football all–star 
game announced a name change: The 2020 game will be known as the 
East–West Shrine Bowl™ when it is played on Jan. 18 at Tropicana Field 
in St. Petersburg, Florida.

Formerly known as the East–West Shrine Game, the event has been 
played since 1925 to benefit Shriners Hospitals for Children and its mis-
sion to provide advanced care for children with specialized medical needs. 

THE 95TH EAST–WEST SHRINE BOWL

GENERAL ADMISSION SEATING  |  $15 per person 
Advance ticket sales are available online at shrinebowl.com. For special advance 
sale offers for Shriners, active and retired military personnel and first responders, 
call 813–281–8686.

SHRINERS PREMIUM RESERVED SEATING  |  $30 per person 
This exclusive offer is available to all Shriners, Masons and Ladies (and their guests).
Premium Reserved Ticket amenities: 

� Reserved seat in Tropicana Field’s premium 
balcony section along the 50–yard line

� $10 concession voucher, valid toward any food or beverage 
purchase at Tropicana Field concessions on game day. 

� 2020 East–West Shrine Bowl calendar

POTENTATE AND DIVAN CLUB SUITE  |  $50 per person
This exclusive offer is available for advance purchase by current and former 
Potentates and Divan members, Masonic leaders and Ladies (and their guests).
Potentate and Divan Club Suite amenities: 

� Exclusive access to the Potentate and Divan Club Suite at Tropicana 
Field, which includes premium suite–level views and balcony seating. 

� Complimentary food and refreshments (cash bar available)

� Commemorative lapel pin 

� 2020 East–West Shrine Bowl calendar 

� Special recognition for 2019 temple Potentates if attending 
the game, including on–field pre–game introduction and 
photo recognition in the official game program. 

To purchase Premium Reserved Tickets or Potentate and Divan Club Suite tickets, 
call 813–281–8686. Advance sales only. 

GAME TICKETS PRE–GAME TAILGATE PARTY
Saturday, Jan. 18
Begins at 11 a.m. at Tropicana Field 
Parking Lot 6 (outside of Gate 1)

2020 EAST–WEST 
SHRINE BOWL
Saturday, Jan. 18
Kickoff at 3 p.m. EST
Tropicana Field | St. Petersburg, Florida

Broadcast live on NFL Network

ALL–STAR TEAM PRACTICES
Monday, Jan. 13 – Thursday, Jan. 16 
Tropicana Field | St. Petersburg, Florida

With more than 300 NFL scouts and 
agents in attendance, team practices 
are an important part of game week. 
The general public is welcome to attend 
practices; bleacher seating is available. 

SILENT AUCTION 
Wednesday, Jan. 15 – Saturday, Jan. 18 
TradeWinds Island Grand Resorts 
(Host Hotel) | St. Pete Beach, Florida 

For full event details,  
visit shrinebowl.com
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Change Service Requested

The 146th Imperial Session of Shriners International 
will take place in Kansas City, Missouri, July 5–9, 
2020. All nobles, ladies and their families are invited 
to join Imperial Sir Jeff Sowder and First Lady Cheryl 
for the fraternity’s biggest event of the year. 

Combining a new urban spirit with traditional 
Midwestern sensibility, Kansas City offers an array 
of food, history, art and family–friendly activities. 
Come enjoy “the Paris of the Plains” with us while 
celebrating the fun, fellowship and philanthropy 
that makes Shriners International the greatest fra-
ternity in the world.

Explore the Power & Light District, conveniently 
located near the Imperial Session convention center 
and hotels, and The Plaza, both unique neighbor-
hoods for shopping and dining. If you’re traveling 
with the kids, check out Worlds of Fun and Oceans 
of Fun, a combined amusement and water park 
covering 300 acres, or Deanna Rose Children’s 
Farmstead. Family members of any age will enjoy 
lunch at Fritz’s restaurant, where a working model 
train delivers your food right to your table. 

Experience the Biggest Event of the 
Year for Shriners and Their Families

Students of presidential lore will recognize the Kansas 
City area as the birthplace of President Harry S. Truman, 
who was a member of Ararat Shriners for more than 50 
years. Visit the Harry S. Truman Library & Museum to learn 
more about this fascinating citizen, president, and Shriner. 

The 2020 Imperial Session will be held at the Kansas 
City Convention Center. With simple elegance and 
modern amenities, it’s a unique and inviting place for 
our fraternity to gather.

Join Us in Kansas City!

Learn more: Imperial2020.com,
Facebook.com/JeffSowder2020


