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As this Imperial year comes to a close, I would like 
to say what an honor and privilege it has been 
for my Lady Cheryl and me to represent ALL of 
you as your Imperial Potentate and First Lady. 
Our goal at the beginning of the year was to try 
each day to make our fraternity and our health 
care system a little better than it was the day 
before. We have worked very hard to, hopefully, 
make that happen.

On our journey, we were inspired and reinvigo-
rated at each stop along the way. We thank each 
of you for all the courtesies extended to us during 
our travels. From the association meetings to our 
temple visits, your warm hospitality always made 
us feel so welcome and appreciated. 

We regret that our spring visits were cut short 
because of the COVID-19 issues. We pray that 
each of you are well and that the virus did not 
harm you or your family. We are equally sorry 
that Imperial Session had to be cancelled; but we 
must do what is necessary to protect everyone 
and help ensure that we all stay healthy.

Cheryl and I wish Imperial Sir Jim Smith and his 
Lady Alice all the best in the new Imperial year, as 
they take on new roles and responsibilities. They 
are an outstanding couple and have become our 
close personal friends over the past nine years. 
They will do a great job as your new Imperial 
Potentate and First Lady. 

Yours in the faith,

A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN 
OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR 
IMPERIAL POTENTATE

It is a little difficult to write this message. Obvi-
ously, we need to write ahead of time for a print 
publication; it is currently the end of March, and 
you will receive this in June. The country, the 
Shriners organizations, and each of us individually, 
are all currently doing everything we can to end, 
manage and cope with the unprecedented — and 
unpredictable — coronavirus pandemic.

None of us can know what the situation will 
be as you read this months from now. What I 
do know is everyone who is part of the Shriners 
organizations continues to be dedicated and com-
mitted to our missions and to one another — every 
day. We are all one giant family, with amazing 
strength, resilience, determination and compas-
sion. Whatever the situation, I know we will all 
watch out for one another and do our very best 
to get through this crisis.

I hope and pray that it has ended by the time 
you read this, but I also believe we need to be 
prepared for the prospect of long-term effects 
and consequences. I am confident in our orga-
nizations, and in each of you, and know we will 
overcome this situation. 

I do want to take just a moment and remind 
everyone of the tremendous progress we have 
made this Imperial year in strengthening and 
streamlining our health care system. This effort 
will continue, as we plan for the best ways to 
reach as many children as possible in today’s 
world, and offer them hope, life-changing care, 
and the ability to believe in their dreams and 
reach their goals. 

Yours in the faith,

DEAR FELLOW NOBLES,

Jerry G. Gantt
Chairman, Board of 
Trustees, Shriners 
Hospitals for Children

Jeffrey L. Sowder
Imperial Potentate, 
Shriners International

DEAR FELLOW NOBLES,
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INSIDE THIS ISSUE ABOUT OUR FRATERNITY
Shriners International, a fraternity based on fun, fellowship and the 
Masonic principles of brotherly love, relief and truth, founded Shriners 
Hospitals for Children as its official philanthropy in 1922. What began 
as one hospital is now a world–renowned health care system with 
locations in three countries. The fraternity, which has nearly 200 
temples in several countries and thousands of clubs around the world, 
continues to support this unique health care system.

ABOUT OUR PHILANTHROPY
Shriners Hospitals for Children® is one of the largest pediatric sub–
specialty health care systems in the world, with locations in the 
U.S., Canada and Mexico. Our staff is dedicated to improving the 
lives of children by providing pediatric specialty care, conducting 
innovative research, and offering outstanding teaching programs for 
medical professionals.

shrinershospitalsforchildren.org

facebook.com/ShrinersHospitalsforChildren

twitter.com/shrinershosp

youtube.com/user/shrinershospitals

instagram.com/shrinershospitals

facebook.com/shrinersinternational

twitter.com/shriners

youtube.com/ShrinersTV

instagram.com/shrinersinternational
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About the Cover: Shriners everywhere are finding ways to look after 
their fellow nobles, and others, during the pandemic. On the cover, an 
Ainad Shriner visits a brother in a nursing home — through the window.

shrinersinternational.org

shrinersvillage.com
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BEING GOOD STEWARDS | As a nonprofit organization dependent on donations, it is critically important that Shriners Hospitals for 
Children uses all funds wisely and effectively. The Oversight Committee investigates and reports on activities conducted for the benefit 
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reported during Imperial Session. For more information, call 866–290–7637 or visit shriners.ethicspoint.com.
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as well as volunteering. More members means we are more financially sound and stable.
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Yours in the faith,Yours in the faith,

Jeffrey L. SowderJeffrey L. Sowder
Imperial Potentate, Shriners InternationalImperial Potentate, Shriners International

As we all do our best to 
cope with the overwhelming 
upheaval and threat caused by 
the COVID-19 virus pandemic, 
remember that none of us is 
alone in this crisis. 

We are part of a huge, global 
family of Shriners, staff, 
volunteers – and even patients 
and families. Nearly 100 years 
ago, Shriners responded to 
the aftereffects of an epidemic 
of polio by creating Shriners 
Hospitals for Children, which 
has become one of the largest, 
most respected and revered 
pediatric health care systems 
in the world. We know that 
spirit of determination and 
compassion still lives in the 
heart of every Shriner, and 
everyone connected to Shri-
ners Hospitals for Children, 
and will see us through this 
crisis, and on to an even 
stronger future.
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As we all do our best to 
cope with the overwhelming 
upheaval and threat caused 
by the coronavirus pandemic, 
remember that none of us is 
alone in this crisis. 

We are part of a huge, global 
family of Shriners, staff, vol-
unteers — and even patients 
and families. Nearly 100 years 
ago, Shriners responded to 
the aftereffects of an epidemic 
of polio by creating Shriners 
Hospitals for Children, which 
has become one of the largest, 
most respected and revered 
pediatric health care systems 
in the world. We know that 
spirit of determination and 
compassion still lives in the 
heart of every Shriner, and 
everyone connected to Shri-
ners Hospitals for Children, 
and will see us through this 
crisis, and on to an even 
stronger future.

See how Shriners are helping others 
during the pandemic, Page 14
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Membership
THE IMPORTANCE OF 
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Recruitment and retention are the keys to a strong 
fraternity. The Membership Award Program recognizes 
temples and temple leaders who experience a net 
gain or improvement in regular membership during 
the calendar year. After all the counting was done, 
Shriners International finished the 2019 calendar year 
with 29 Hall of Fame Gold Award temples, 44 Silver 
Award temples, and 36 Bronze Award temples. 

2019 MEMBERSHIP AWARDS

Ahmed

Al Aska

Al Kader

Al 
Malaikah

Al Menah

Al Shamal

Aladdin

Alhambra

Aloha

Antioch

Arabia

Ararat

Azan

Bagdad

Beja

Ben Hur

Cahaba

Calam

Egypt

El Jebel

El Kalah

El Korah

Afifi

Al Amin

Al Chymia

Alee

Barak

Beni 
Kedem

Cyprus

El Bekal

Mabuhay (Eight consecutive years)

Agila (Two consecutive years)

Algeria (Two consecutive years)

Amal (Two consecutive years)

Anezeh (Two consecutive years)

Bolivia (Two consecutive years)

Emirat (Two consecutive years)

Kismet (Two consecutive years)

Mahi (Two consecutive years)

Mecca (Two consecutive years)

Murat (Two consecutive years)

Sahara (Two consecutive years)

El Zaribah

Hasan

Hejaz

Ismailia

Jaffa

Joppa

Kalif

Kerak

Khedive

Khiva

Kora

LuLu

Mazol

Media

Midian

Mizpah

Moslah

Saladin

Tigris

Yaarab

Yelduz

Zenobia

Abba

Al Bedoo

Al Kaly

Al Koran

Al Sihah

Aleppo

Alzafar

Arab

Bahia

Ben Ali

Boumi

Crescent

El Hasa

El Kahir

El Karubah

Irem

Jamil

Kaaba

Kena

Korein

Luxor

Maskat

Mocha

Moslem

Nur

Oasis

Rajah

Rhode Island

Sharon

Sphinx

Tadmor

Tangier

Tebala

Za-Ga-Zig

Zem Zem

Zuhrah

El Maida

El Zagal

India

Jerusalem

Kosair

Rizpah

Salaam

Scimitar

El Kalah

shrinersinternational.org

44  
Silver Award  

Temples
29  

Hall of Fame  
Gold Award  

Temples 

36  
Bronze Award  

Temples

Award-winning temples are usually recognized 
during Imperial Session. With the cancellation of 
the 2020 Imperial Session because of the pandemic, 
an alternative way to recognize and honor these 
temples, and their worthy achievements is being 
planned. In the meantime, we congratulate and 
thank them for all their hard work and efforts.

*Demonstrate overall improvement of more 
than two percent from the previous year.

*Show net gain or no loss in membership, and members 
more than two years in arrears for their dues had to 
be suspended or dues remitted by Dec. 31.

*Show overall improvement of less than 
two percent from the previous year.
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By Imperial Sir Jeffrey L. Sowder

AT THE NORTH AMERICAN CONFERENCE of Grand 
Masters in February, Shriners International, along with 
the Scottish Rite NMJ and the Scottish Rite SJ, introduced  
BeAFreemason.org. This website will allow men to inquire about 
Freemasonry and be directed to the Grand Lodge in their state 
and then to a lodge near where they live. This historic partner-
ship will benefit the membership efforts of ALL Grand Lodges.

Our fraternity also needs assistance from our Grand Lodges. 
They must realize that we need to use all methods to increase 
membership, including One Day Classes. The Grand Lodge of 
Ohio made a very informative presentation at the North Ameri-
can Conference of Grand Masters that showed the POSITIVE 
effect that One Day Classes have had on their membership. 
MORE Grand Lodges need to use these to attract community 
leaders to become Masons. 

OUR FELLOW

We MUST all come together, and 
work hand in hand, helping each 
other at every opportunity — as ONE  
FRATERNAL FAMILY — to find effective 
ways to attract men of high moral values 
and outstanding leadership qualities 
to Masonry, and then use all available 
methods to bring these men into our fra-
ternity. We can turn membership around, 
but ONLY if we put forth our very best 
effort, hold ourselves accountable, and 
make membership our primary focus 
every day. Our future depends on it.

At many of my talks this past year, you have heard 
me say, “We must build Masonry if we are going 
to build Shrine-Masonry.” We are ALL Masons 
first, and we learn our first lessons about how we 
should try to live our lives while taking our Masonic 
degrees. We have to support our Masonic lodges 
and strengthen them at every opportunity.

Masons
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IN FEBRUARY, those attending the Conference of 
Grand Masters of North America witnessed the unveil-
ing of one of the most exciting membership initiatives 
of our time — an online membership recruitment plat-
form designed for every recognized Grand Lodge in 
North America. Illustrious David A. Glattly, Sovereign 
Grand Commander of the Ancient & Accepted Scottish 
Rite, Northern Masonic Jurisdiction (and proud noble 
of Salaam Shriners), delivered the announcement. 

As Illustrious Glattly related, the new platform pres-
ents prospective Masons with a consistent message 
about Freemasonry, emphasizing the fraternity’s posi-
tive impact on society. Aptly titled BeAFreemason.org 
(BAFM), this initiative was developed from strategic 
discussions between leaders of the Scottish Rite’s 
Northern Masonic Jurisdiction, Scottish Rite’s Southern 
Jurisdiction and Shriners International. 

Representing appendant and concordant bodies 
that rely on Masonic membership as a prerequisite, 
the leaders of Scottish Rite and Shriners International 
understand and appreciate the need for a conduit to 
Blue Lodge Masonry and worked hard to develop a 
platform that will help build Freemasonry at its core. 

Responsive Outreach
Rather than re-inventing the wheel, the new plat-
form borrows the functional approach adopted by the 
beashrinernow.com (BASN) campaign several years 
ago. Men who are interested in becoming Masons 
are matched geographically to a Grand Lodge that will 
receive the prospect’s contact information. Once the 
leaders of the Grand Lodge acquire that information, 
they have the responsibility to make a timely and 
consistent outreach effort. 

Grand Lodges are under no obligation to subscribe 
to or support BAFM. If a prospect is geographically 
matched with a non-participating Grand Lodge, the 
prospect will be directed to that Grand Lodge’s website. 
However, it’s anticipated that most Grand Lodges will 
find it much more efficient and easier to take advantage 
of a modern platform dedicated to membership growth 
versus responding to prospects through monitoring and 
maintaining separate online contact portals.

Better Service for All
With BeAFreemason.org set to become the designated 
point of contact for non-Masonic prospects, teams at 
Shriners International are updating and strengthening 
beashrinernow.com (BASN). Shriners will continue to 
use BASN to refer men of good character for local assis-
tance, but prospects with no connection to Masonry will 
be directed to BAFM, where they can be better served 
by local Masonic contacts. 

By directing non-Masons to BAFM and prospective 
Shriners to BASN, Shriners temples can focus their 
recruitment efforts on eligible prospects. Masons who 
wish to seek information on becoming Shriners will be 
directed to a local Shriners temple and get much further 
through the process than ever before — even to the point 
of submitting an electronic petition for membership.

Still a Matter of JUST ONE
Temple leaders and appointed membership teams 
tend to receive the most instructions and training for 
membership development — including use of various 
resources and online tools — but responsibility for 
recruitment, retention and restoration belongs to all 
nobles. Imperial Potentate Jeff Sowder has challenged 
each Shriner to look to his family, his workplace, and his 
circle of friends and recruit JUST ONE man to our frater-
nity. Once a noble has successfully recruited his first new 
member, it becomes easier for him to repeat the effort. 
We all must continue to identify potential members, 
and work with them to achieve our goals. As valu-
able to membership growth as the BeAFreemason.org  
and beashrinernow.com websites have the potential 
to become, individual Shriners will continue to have 
the most impact. 

Remember, if each of our nobility brings in JUST 
ONE new member, through recruitment or restora-
tion, the fraternity’s overall membership will double. 
If each member brings in two, it will triple. It’s time to 
re-energize our individual membership efforts, remem-
bering that the strength of our fraternity affects the 
strength of our philanthropy. 

Partners for 
Membership Growth
Scottish Rite Jurisdictions and 
Shriners International Launch Website
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AND WHAT’S A 
PARADE WITHOUT 
A BAND? Shriners 
have been marching 
through the streets of 
North America’s cities 
and towns probably 
since the beginnings of 
the fraternity — defi-

nitely for at least the last 100 
years. Temples that continue to have active band programs 
include Ainad Shriners in East St. Louis, Illinois, and Aladdin 
Shriners in Grove City, Ohio. 

Brass Bands and Bugle Corps
The Ainad Brass Band was officially chartered on May 1, 1919, 
and continues its strong marching tradition to this day. The 
approximately 20 members were on hand at the 2019 Imperial 
Session in Nashville, Tennessee. The band performs in about 
20 or so parades throughout the year, and at Ainad events. 
Occasionally they also play at churches and other Masonic or 
community events. While the band has been honored at many 
competitions, members say they are “just having a great time 
playing music with friends.” 

The Ainad Drum and Bugle Corps, another strong component 
of the temple’s music program, was originally formed in 1923 as 
an offshoot of the Arab Patrol. During the early years, the Corps 
only performed at temple functions. However, this changed 
shortly before World War II, when the Corps began performing 
at parades and concerts on a limited basis.

 After the war, military veterans joined the ranks of the Drum 
Corps, increasing membership dramatically. With this, public 
appearances of the Corps became increasingly more popular in 
Southwestern Illinois and the St. Louis area. In 1962, the Ainad 
Drum and Bugle Corps began its competitive tradition, winning 
first place honors at Imperial Session in Toronto, Ontario, Canada, 
and winning several competitions thereafter.

 In 1963, the Great Lakes Drum and Bugle Corps Association 
was formed and Ainad became a member. Since that time, the 
Ainad Drum and Bugle Corps has been 
an inspirational musical icon both at the 
regional and Imperial level.

Today, the Corps has about 60 mem-
bers. “Most of us have been involved 
in this kind of activity since we were 
young — starting with junior bugle corps,” 
said Adrian Croissant III, president of the 
Ainad Drum and Bugle Corps. 

MARCHING TO 
THEIR OWN BEAT

Shriners’ participation in parades is legendary — and highly anticipated — by people of all ages. 



“It’s nice to continue something we enjoyed in our youth, 
and we’re able to continue even when we can no longer march. 
Also, nothing can beat the camaraderie of Shriners.” And there 
are the family connections; there are father/son combinations 
in the corps; Croissant’s grandfather and two cousins were also 
members of this unique group.

Participating in 15 parades every summer, as well as 10 con-
certs, including a joint event with the local high school band, 
Corps members are always out in the community, which gives 
them opportunities to share information about the Shriners 
organizations, and potentially attract new members.

The Ainad Drum and Bugle Corps is known for performing at 
the openings of Imperial Sessions, as well as at the Ballyhoos.

Dance, Drums and Dixieland
Aladdin Shriners in Ohio also has an active band program, includ-
ing concert, jazz, dance and Dixieland bands, as well as a pipes 
and drums unit. Approximately 75 to 100 members participate 
in the different bands — some for as long as 20 to 30 years or 
so, said Chad Dennewitz, executive director of Aladdin Shriners. 
The concert band began in 1913; the Dixieland and dance bands 
got their start in 1950.

The various units perform at different events, such as concerts 
in the town square — including the Christmas tree lighting — 
parades, and several other events ranging from pub crawls to 
memorial celebrations.

The Aladdin Pipes and Drums unit has approximately 21 mem-
bers, including 12 who play bagpipes. In addition to performing in 
parades and various Masonic functions, the group also plays for 
veterans organizations, and at the traveling war memorial wall. 

They also combine St. Patrick’s Day events with the 
temple paper crusade, and can make $2,000 -$4,000 for 
the philanthropy in a single day, said Jeff Grubbs, director 
of Aladdin Pipes and Drums.

Noble Dave Colburn, a former member of a U.S. Army 
band for 30 years, and a high school band teacher, performs 
in all of Aladdin’s bands. He does this because once, he 
was on his way to a concert featuring the Dixieland band, 
stopped for gas, and a woman approached him and thanked 
him for Shriners’ taking care of her daughter, who had a 
burn injury. “These stories just make you want to go back 
and do more,” said Colburn.

Music is an integral part of the Shriners fraternity. We 
are proud of all our band members and their efforts to bring 
joy to their communities and to support their philanthropy.
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As we all do our best to cope with the overwhelm-
ing upheaval and threat caused by the coronavirus 
pandemic, remember that none of us is alone in this 
crisis. As we continue to learn to work within the 
constraints and concerns caused by the pandemic, 
know that we are all in this together, and we are here 
to support and help one another. Shriners are people 
of strength, determination, hope and compassion, and 
together, we will get through this crisis and go on to 
continue our fraternal and philanthropic missions.

We are also a people of hope. Although we are 
unsure of some aspects of the future, we are continu-
ing to prepare Shriners Hospitals for Children for its 
second 100 years, recognize our achievements of 
the past year, and implement our strategic plans to 
restructure and streamline our health care system. We 
will be ready to meet the needs of the future, and the 
expectations of both our patients and families and 
the ever-evolving health care industry. 

A Different Approach 
This past year, our locations in Tampa, Florida, and 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, began serving their patients 
and families as outpatient centers, with inpatient 
surgeries and services available through partnerships 
with other local health care facilities. They are the 
fourth and fifth locations in our health care system to 
move to this more appropriate care delivery model.

In the near future, our Cincinnati hospital will be 
re-located to within Dayton Children’s Hospital in 
Dayton, Ohio. Repositioning our Cincinnati hospital 
within Dayton Children’s will allow us to continue to 
deliver high-quality burn care and other services in 
a space that meets the needs of our patients today 
more appropriately, economically and efficiently. In 
addition, our Houston, Texas, hospital is preparing to 
consolidate with our Galveston location, where it will 
be better positioned to become a leader in pediatric 
sub-specialty care.

In addition, staff of our Boston, Massachusetts, 
facility continue to seek the best solution for sharing 
space and partnering with another health care entity.

A YEAR OF BOTH PROGRESS 
AND UNCERTAINTY Coming Together 

in a Time of Crisis 

A Long-range Goal 
In preparation for our long-term future, last November, the Joint 
Boards of Shriners Hospitals voted to expand services at our Northern 
California location and to develop it as a Center of Excellence model.

 “As a mission-driven organization, our decisions are guided by 
the needs of the kids we serve. The demonstrated success of the 
Northern California hospital coupled with its location in a region 
with a growing population of children made our decision an obvious 
choice,” said Jerry G. Gantt, chairman of the Board of Trustees of 
Shriners Hospitals for Children. Gantt said the Board's vision is for 
the Northern California Shriners Hospital to become a destination of 
choice distinguished by excellence in burns, orthopaedics, pediatric 
surgery, acute rehabilitation and more.

"Our investment in Northern California will take place in concert 
with the formation of new partnerships and a clinical presence in 
more communities, allowing Shriners Hospitals for Children to serve 
more kids in more places," said Gantt, adding that discussions are 
underway on how the expansion will be structured. "We have a historic 
opportunity to establish a pediatric powerhouse that will highlight our 
clinical pre-eminence and model the collaborative approach to care 
that is the hallmark of Shriners Hospitals for Children.”

Magazines, unlike other forms of media, take months to create and produce. As we write this text 
for our June publication, it is April. Normally, there would be no reason to mention this, but we are 
working and living in an unprecedented time of international crisis. 
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Personalizing Research
This past year has also brought the estab-
lishment of the Shriners Hospitals for Children 
Genomics Institute in Tampa, Florida. With the 
introduction of this facility, we are enhancing our 
capabilities and commitment to personalize pediatric care. 
We hope to help our patients through the discovery of new 
genetic causes for the diseases and conditions with which they 
are coping to create more targeted, efficient and personalized 
(tailored) therapies. This genetics-based approach to care is 
known as precision medicine. 

In addition, we have also launched an ambitious collabora-
tive effort with the Georgia Institute of Technology to develop 
devices to facilitate limb movement and function. The new 
research affiliation brings together Shriners physicians’ clini-
cal and surgical knowledge with Georgia Tech’s expertise in 
biomedical engineering, robotics and device development. The 
coordinated effort will eventually provide our patients with new 
ways to overcome specific physical limitations. 

We will be ready to 
meet the needs of 
the future, and the 

expectations of 
both our patients 

and families and the 
ever-evolving health 

care industry. 
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Caring for Children  
Wherever They May Live 

We continue our global outreach efforts to reach 
more children who need our unique approach to 
pediatric health care. For example, staff from both 
our Salt Lake City, Utah, and Shreveport, Louisiana, 
locations traveled to Panama in February to provide 
medical care to children and medical education to 
local physicians and other health care professionals. 
Over the four-day clinic, more than 800 children 
were seen; several were treated onsite, and many 
others will be coming to our hospitals for necessary 
surgeries and treatments.

We have a new international strategy that, 
together with a renewed emphasis on reaching and 
caring for children wherever they may live in this 
world, opens incredible opportunities for Shriners 
Hospitals. We intend to be more sensitive to the 
pressures of our international families, build and 
improve relationships with local governments, plan 
our international outreach clinics in a more inte-
grated and cohesive manner, and, perhaps most 
importantly, provide more education and training for 
local medical professionals. The ultimate goal is to 
have many more of our international patients treated 
locally, which is much easier on those patients and 
families, and much less expensive for us. We are fully 
committed to caring for the children of the Americas, 
and the world — we simply want to do that in the 
most effective way possible. 

In the available space, we can only provide a gen-
eral overview of a few of our many efforts for today 
and tomorrow. The over-arching, important point is 
that we remain dedicated to the mission of Shriners 
Hospitals for Children, and we continue to look to 
better days ahead, and the end of the pandemic. We 
commend everyone in the Shriners organizations for 
their ongoing efforts on behalf of our missions, our 
patients and families, and one another. 
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Nobles are Answering Calls to Action

MEMBERSHIP ISMaking Strides
FOR THESE SHRINERS, JUST ONE ISN’T ENOUGH. From January through March of the 
2020 Imperial year, the following nobles were top–line signers of two or more Shriner recruits or 
restorations in conjunction with Imperial Potentate Jeff Sowder’s JUST ONE membership campaign.

Peter Atkin
Wayne Millard
Terry Webster
James Johnston
Robert Pinegar
John Porterfield
Travis Sturdefant
Richard Redman
Derek Reichert
Jay B' Pete' Goltra
Thomas Mehrens
Richard Chavez
Phillip Johnson
Rodolfo Nobleza
Joey Mcknight
David Nutzell
Harley Quinton
Marion Talley
Charles Williams
Robert Berteau
Ronald Murphy
Raffi Barsamian
June Longcob
Jay Monroe
Rio Santonil
William Johnson
Roger Owen
Robert Allen
Kevin Tobias

Charles Jeffries
James Ellis
Gary Bartlett
Johnnie Dalrymple
Michael Gagne
Seumas Lizotte
Richard Mann
David Taglieri
Larry Vervick
Blaine Asher
Michael Lopez
Marc Rubenstein
Joshua Finley
Kenneth Whited
C. Billings
Gary Brant
Ricky Boudreau
Richard Johnson
William Kirby
Ronald Lizotte
Charles Pray
Dennison Smith
Dwayne Smith
Timothy Carter
Cary Cornelison
Russell Hardy
Ralph Wild
Daniel Holland
Donald Wells

Maynard Fernando
Dan Maines
Michael Wheeler
Stephan Brick
Gary Budde
Tom Laguardia
George Moss
James Ritchey
Gregory Schuler
Timothy Turner
Gabriel Garofano
Charles Jones
Johnny Ball
Donald Barth
Russell Compton
Ricky Duncan
Kermit Johnson
Michael Martin
Harry Harger
Francis Meusel
Terry Yancy
Patton Hart
Billie Joe  Prater
James Bobick
Kenneth Jones
Jonathan Sellars
John Ayer
Levi Koelling
James Hansen

Paul Green
Grant Mock
Chad Decker
Michael Dow
Roger Biede
Clarence Meyer
Simone Sinatra
David Schroeder
Aaron Forbes
Philip Rumery
Billy Owens
Edilson Ribeiro  
Da Silva
Steven Clifton
Darrell David
Jeff Hunn
Sterling Chauvin
James Jacob
Joseph Hoerner
Gary Smith
Herbert Kennedy
Roger Kadel
William Rathburn
Scott Kinne
Brady Everett
Richard Brousseau
Richard Nelson
Dale Duchscherer
Kevin Hall

Geoffrey Lyster
Robert Lockwood
Lester Tysor
Steven Denham
Romulo Angeles
Tomasito Angeles
Luis Carlo Aquino
Andrae Asuncion
Rosendo Borja
Paul Bernard Castro
Dennis Cunanan
Alden Delvo
Dexter Dungca
Jaycee Esguerra
Juanito Espino
Davidson Flores
Enrique Flores
Gerald Mart Gamboa
Eugene Jimenez
Oliver Ko
Eulalio Lorenzo
Mark Jayson Loyola
Johnny Maymaya
Diosdado Melegrito
Mark Llandro Mendoza
Rudy Ong
Emilio Leonardo Padilla
Edward Albert Prades
Anthony Rapadas
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David Salles 
Gilbert Sanchez
Gamaliel Sarte
Adam Sim
Severo Sinense
Richard Tan
Odell Tiongson
Richard Tullao
Glenn Ventura
Michael James 
Villacruzes
Zidney Zamora
Robert Britz
Daryl Bullard
Anthony Ruffini
Larry Awbrey
Raymond Kustush
Russell Mitchell
Dickie Simpson

Ronald Harruff
Eldo Prickett
Kenneth Dunlap
Gale Bennington
Jerry Henderson
Barry Duquette
Kenneth Johnson
Gerald Morong
Jeffrey Baker
Derek Broedel
Fred Buckingham
James Cantwell
Steven Cox
Brian Fults
Mark Genung
Frederick Golgart
Stephen Light
Eric Milligan

Ronald Niese
Christopher Powell
William Rasner
Bruce Raymond
Bradley Wooten
Michael Thomas
Michael Valentine
S. Cole
Jeffrey Allman
Joseph Burris
Brian Clay
Randy Crainshaw
John Davis
Timothy Huggins
Donald Lyerly
Terry Mann
Ronald Mundy
Nicholas Wieder

Donald Wrenn
Wayne Holsopple
Blake Parkhurst
Byron Moak
Gerald Long,  
Potentate
Scott Banicki
William Beslin
Joe Gonzalez
James Gratias
Warren Lynch
Paul Healy
Kenneth Scott
Wm. Fields
Joseph Hummel
David Adams
Phillip D'albertis
Larry Bass
Gregory Giles

David Ivester
Randy Simpson
Donald Bunnell
Walter Cornwell
Gary Caudill
James Teeters
Earl Darby
Gregory Hendrix
Rex Lowe
Nathan Pruett
Samuel Shiflett
Gordon Tatum
James Cornelius
Alan Butterfield
Alan Wise
Robert Gorsuch
Allen Haiby
Ronald Wilcox

Log in to WebFez TODAY  
to create your noble profile  

and provide/update your 
contact information on file. 

webfez.shrinenet.org

As a noble, one of your top 
priorities should always be 
continued education about our 
fraternity. Many fraternal 
communications are disseminated 
each year for a multitude of 
purposes — including operational 
and legislative updates, 
membership resources, 
philanthropic breakthroughs, dues 
notices and fraternal relations. 
But, a communication is only as 
effective as the contact 
information for its intended  
target audience. 

Have you logged in WebFez to  
update your noble profile? 
Updating your contact 
information is one of the most 
specific and useful ways that you, 
as a member of our great 
fraternity, can assist your leaders 
in maintaining effective 
communications at all levels of 
the organization. 
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SHRINERS ADAPT IN A 

Supporting Health Care Workers
Ainad Shriners Treasurer and Past Potentate Kurt Grosse said he 
was checking in on a fellow member of the Ainad Drum and Bugle 
Corps, Terry Conard, who suggested helping local hospitals. So the 
temple decided to serve meals to health care workers, focusing on 
some of the smaller hospitals in their Southern Illinois community.

Quickly organizing donations, Ainad volunteers worked with a 
noble-owned food truck called Spud Shack to serve 160 to 180 
meals at each of five hospitals, Grosse said. “Our nobles come to 
the hospitals and applaud the workers when they come out to the 
food truck,” he said. “The staff of the hospitals feel like rock stars!”

“It took some coordinating,” Grosse said. “We have some awe-
some clubs, units, and local lodges that kick it in when needed.”

Other Ainad initiatives include:

 � Clubs in the outlying areas contributing 
to local food pantries.

 � Doing wellness checks on members 
throughout Southern Illinois.

 � Holding Zoom meetings among units and 
clubs, to help nobles stay connected.

“Our members are in limbo and want to see this pandemic end,” 
Grosse said. “These ways of giving back help Shriners too, by giving 
them something positive to do.” 

During the Pandemic, 
Shriners Find New 
Ways to Help Others

This winter, the world was turned upside down by the corona-
virus and COVID-19. Social distancing, quarantine and isolation 
have become a new way of life. Many nobles fall into the high-
risk category and need to remain vigilant to avoid getting sick. In 
addition to the health concerns, as a group of men who generally 
enjoy socializing and supporting their philanthropy, many nobles 
are feeling the lifestyle restrictions keenly. 

And yet, that Shriners spirit of compassion and concern for 
others is still clearly evident. Temples and nobles have found new 
ways to help others during this painful time. Here are a couple of 
examples. We know there are many more, and we thank all Shriners 
for their selflessness.

Changing World

The event required some improvising: no more 
all piling into the same car or giving such a personal 
touch to the act. "We’re all making sure people are 
staying six feet apart or better and we don’t engage 
with anybody. No handshaking," said Captain Jim 
"Snips" Lee.

Still, the Shriners could tell how appreciated the 
moments were. "It gives them all a little bit of inspira-
tion that there is hope ahead of this, and we’re not 
going to be locked up forever," said Charlie "Hot 
Rod" Jackson. 

The Shriners were pleased to have a way to con-
tribute within their community. "You know there are 
doctors and nurses that cure the body, but we’re out 
here to cure the soul," said Lee.

"That Shriners spirit of 
compassion and concern for 
others is still clearly evident … 
we thank all Shriners for their 

selflessness."

Al Menah Sends in the Clowns
Al Menah clowns brought cheer to residents of a 
Tennessee nursing home that had long been closed 
to visitors. For many residents, this was their first 
glimpse of anyone who didn’t work inside the facility 
in quite a while.
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Ladies Only
For

A Special Message from Our First Lady

Please visit lovetotherescue.org/first–lady–program.
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As my time as First Lady of Shriners International winds down, 
I know that it is a time I will always remember, be proud of, 
and will treasure forever. This year, I have been inspired by so 
many selfless, incredible, amazing people who care so deeply 
about Shriners International, Shriners Hospitals for Children, 
and especially the children and families we serve. 

I wish that I could personally thank each of you for your 
support of my program, Heroes Among Us. Thank you for joining 
me in encouraging and thanking the Patient Ambassadors of 
Shriners Hospitals for Children. Know that you have made a 
real difference — and helped these amazing, generous children 
gain skills that will serve them throughout their lives, while 
promoting the unique, life-changing care that can only be found 
at Shriners Hospitals for Children. Strengthening the Patient 
Ambassador program had been a goal of mine since 2009. Your 
commitment and gifts made that goal a reality, and allowed 
us to provide more opportunities for children to participate in 
this unique effort, and share their experiences. 

This year we also launched Women & Philanthropy. This 
initiative invites all women who have a special concern 
for children to come together in support of our mission.

We know that by combining our strengths, and speak-
ing with a single voice, we can make a huge difference 
in the lives of those who depend on us for care. Thank 
you for all of your hard work to make the first year of 
this effort such a tremendous success.

I wish I could thank each of you individually for shar-
ing this journey with me over the past several years, for 
being such good friends, and for caring so deeply about 
both Jeff, and me, and for our Shriners organizations. 
Know that I will remember this long journey — and 
your part in it — with joy, fondness and gratitude in 
the years to come. 

Sincerely,

Cheryl E. Sowder
First Lady of Shriners International

DEAR LADIES OF OUR AMAZING SHRINERS, 
For every minute of the past several months, serving as your First Lady is and has been 
both an honor and a deeply humbling, meaningful experience. It is almost impossible to 
believe that it is summertime again — and that this Imperial year is coming to a close.



P.O. Box 31356
Tampa, FL 33631–3356
813–281–0300

Change Service Requested

The annual golf tournament in Las Vegas, Nevada, which 
typically attracts top competitors to the field, sup-
ports our health care system. While a lot of things have 
changed this year due to the coronavirus — some golf 
events have changed their dates, while others have been 
canceled — the Shriners Hospitals for Children Open is 
still on, with the same dates: Oct. 5-11. 

Held at the premier private club TPC Summerlin, the 
FedExCup tournament may look a little different this 

Sports Fans Everywhere 
are Eagerly Anticipating 
Upcoming Tournament

For more information, please visit 
shrinershospitalsopen.com

year if guidance from government, health, and PGA TOUR officials 
advises continued social distancing and gathering in smaller groups. 
The bright side is that no matter what, the tournament will shine a 
light on the amazing specialty medical care Shriners Hospitals provide 
for children.

Multiple ticket packages are expected to be available, as are 
volunteer opportunities. If you are interested in being present 
at the Las Vegas event, please check the tournament website, 
shrinershospitalsopen.com, for information and updates.

We hope to see you there!


