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Lady Alice and I wish you Merry Christmas and 
Happy Holidays! While this year has been dif-
ferent in many unexpected and difficult ways, 
we hope that your holidays will be bright and 
memorable, and that you will be able to gather 
with family and friends — even if it may need 
to be from a distance. Remember that Zoom or 
Skype can help bring people together. 

I want to thank you for continuing to do every-
thing possible to stay connected and help one 
another. While the holiday season is a wonderful, 
special time of year, it can be difficult for many 
people, and the pandemic-related restrictions 
may make things even harder to manage. 
Please remember to stay in contact with your 
Brothers, and their families.

Sometimes a simple, but genuine, phone call 
or email can make a huge difference in combat-
ting feelings of isolation or loneliness. Please 
know that each of you is an important, valued 
member of Shriners International.

I also want to thank you for your compassion 
and concern for our first responders, and for 
those coping with destruction and loss due to 
the recent spate of natural disasters, including 
fires, hurricanes and windstorms. It has certainly 
been a harsh few months, and yet the heroic and 
generous actions of countless individuals around 
the world combine to remind us to see the good 
in people — and to remain hopeful. 

As you join with family and friends this 
season — whether in person or virtually — 
remember to have fun, enjoy one another, and 
create new traditions and memories. It truly is 
important to share Fun and Fellowship — and to 
remain hopeful. 

Yours in the faith,
James R. “Jim” Smith

A Message from the Chairman 
of the Board of Trustees 

A Message from Your 
Imperial Potentate

Happy Holidays! Even though we are still coping 
with COVID-19, and need to do all we can to keep 
ourselves and others safe and healthy, please be 
sure to find ways to spend time with your family 
and friends — even if it’s virtually. Our situations 
may be different, but we can still celebrate what 
is important, and create those once-in-a-lifetime 
moments and memories. 

The year 2020 will likely be remembered as 
one of the most difficult years our world has had 
to deal with in a long time. 

Still, despite the restrictions and challenges, 
our nobles and our health care staff have done 
incredible work, reaching out (using proper 
guidelines) to provide comfort to those who 
are alone, supporting first responders, sewing 
countless masks, and continuing to care for our 
patients, especially via telehealth video visits. 

We have also weathered an astounding 
number of natural disasters this year — from 
storms to fires — and, here as well, we have seen 
an outpouring of concern, compassion and gen-
erosity for others. 

What we are really seeing in all these instances 
is the power of hope and faith. These values are 
far more than words we use during the holiday 
season. Hope and faith are what we live by and 
share with others every day — as Shriners and 
as supporters of Shriners Hospitals for Children. 

Hope and faith will sustain and strengthen us 
as we look forward to a new year and, one day, 
an end to the pandemic. 

Yours in the faith,
Jerry G. Gantt

DEAR FELLOW NOBLES,

Jerry G. Gantt
Chairman, Board of 
Trustees, Shriners 
Hospitals for Children

James R. “Jim” Smith 
Imperial Potentate, 
Shriners International

DEAR FELLOW NOBLES,
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About Our Fraternity

Founded in 1872, Shriners International is a fraternity based on 
fun, fellowship and the Masonic principles of brotherly love, relief 
and truth. With nearly 200 Shriners temples in several countries 
and thousands of clubs around the world, the members of 
Shriners International are known for their fellowship, brotherhood, 
compassion and generosity. The fraternity established Shriners 
Hospitals for Children as its official philanthropy in 1922, and 
continues to support it today, while striving to make the world a 
happier, better place.

About Our Philanthropy

Shriners Hospitals for Children® is one of the largest pediatric 
sub-specialty health care systems in the world, with locations 
in the U.S., Canada and Mexico. Our staff is dedicated to 
improving the lives of children by providing pediatric specialty 
care, conducting innovative research, and offering outstanding 
educational programs for medical professionals.

Find Us Online

A Message from the Chairman 
of the Board of Trustees 

BEING GOOD STEWARDS: As a nonprofit organization 
dependent on donations, it is critically important that Shriners 
Hospitals for Children uses all funds wisely and effectively. The 
Oversight Committee investigates and reports on activities con-
ducted for the benefit of Shriners Hospitals that have incurred, 
or apparently may incur, an appreciable financial loss. The Com-
mittee also checks on actions or possible actions of the Joint 
Boards that may not have followed appropriate practices or 
been fully vetted or disclosed. Findings are reported during 
Imperial Session. For more information, call 866-290-7637 or 
visit shriners.ethicspoint.com.

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

shrinershospitalsforchildren.org

facebook.com/ShrinersHospitalsforChildren

twitter.com/shrinershosp

youtube.com/shrinershospitals

instagram.com/shrinershospitals

facebook.com/shrinersinternational

twitter.com/shriners

youtube.com/ShrinersTV

instagram.com/shrinersinternational

shrinersinternational.org

shrinersvillage.com

ABOUT THE COVER: In Jamestown, North Dakota, 
Shriners banded together to purchase lights and deco-
rate the trees along U.S. Highway 281 for the holidays. 
Now that spot is known as “Shrine Hill.” 

Photo courtesy of Lady Mandii Sturlaugson. 
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TEMPLES 
CELEBRATE 
BRIGHT SPOTS 
DESPITE 
PANDEMIC

Early this year, the WA WA Shriners 
enjoyed a memorable and historic 
evening. A special gala, held at the 
Downtown Delta Marriott in Saskatoon, 
included both Masons and Shriners as 
a celebration of all concordant bodies. 

The theme for the evening was 
spreading the word about the conjoined 
fraternity and philanthropy. More than 
500 people attended, including repre-
sentatives from Grand Lodges from two 
provinces, and three Shriners temples, 
along with 30 nobles who traveled hours 
by bus from Calgary, Alberta. In addition, 
corporate sponsors came to learn more 
about our organizations.

Before the program’s start, guests from 
Al Azhar Shriners, of Calgary, held a fez-
zing celebration on the concourse level, 
bestowing an honorary membership to 
their temple to WA WA Potentate Illustri-
ous Sir Bob Keep and Noble Gord Davey. 

Soon it was time for the Potentate, 
Divan, Grand Master and Grand Line 
to be bagpiped into the gala room and 

onto the stage. The first speaker of the 
evening was the former mayor of Saska-
toon, Noble Don Atchison, who shared 
why he became a Mason and Shriner. 

The highlight of the night was guest 
speaker Carter, an ambassador from Shri-
ners Hospitals for Children — Canada. 
Carter’s family, including his parents and 
brother, accompanied him on the jour-
ney to Saskatoon. The crowd gave him 
a standing and resounding ovation after 
his presentation. 

Another special moment came as a 
professionally produced video told the 
story of Ryan Straschnitzki, a young 
Canadian hockey player who was 
injured in a devastating team bus crash 
and went to Shriners Hospitals for Chil-
dren — Philadelphia for spinal cord injury 
rehabilitation. In the video, Ryan talks 
about his experience and his gratitude 
to all the Shriners involved.

Most Worshipful Grand Master Rob 
Montague spoke on the importance of 
all the concordant bodies being part of 

one Masonic family. All these bodies 
have one goal in mind, he said — help-
ing our communities. Speaking movingly 
of the events Masonic lodges put on and 
the work Masons do, he concluded with 
a provoking question: “What would the 
world be like without us?”

Potentate Keep talked about the role 
Shriners play in supporting Shriners Hos-
pitals for Children. He told guests that 
the unique health care system offers spe-
cial care for rare or complex orthopaedic 
conditions and that the different provid-
ers collaborate to provide individualized 
and complete care to the patients. He 
then talked to the crowd about the many 
benefits of becoming a Shriner, why they 
wear the fez and what it symbolizes.

As the evening closed, it was clear to all 
that the mission had been accomplished. 
The audience learned so much about the 
organizations, and many petitions for 
Masons and Shriners were received. 

A Gala To Remember       
WA WA SHRINERS / REGINA, SASKATCHEWAN, CANADA

A challenging year is coming to a close. While many nobles and 
temples found ways to make a difference in the face of the 
pandemic, it is likely a safe bet that no one is sad to say goodbye 
to 2020. Still, positive developments were achieved that stand 
apart from the sickness and natural disasters, and we are 
delighted to share the stories of just a few of those here.

Shriners Find Ways  
to Share Good Times
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Tip Of The Fez

The city of Sarasota has been considering the 
future of its Unconditional Surrender statue, a 
26-foot-tall reproduction of the iconic image 
of a World War II sailor kissing a woman on V-J 
Day in 1945. The statue needs to be moved 
during nearby road construction, but its desti-
nation afterward is undecided. 

So the Sahib Shriners are making their pitch. 
Illustrious Sir Gary Fields made a presenta-
tion to the City of Sarasota Public Arts Board 
requesting that Sahib Shriners be considered as 
a permanent relocation spot for the statue that 
had been occupying a spot at the City Bayfront. 

The Shriners have agreed to pay to move, 
maintain and keep the statue. With many vet-
erans in their ranks, Shriners are enthusiastic 
about having the statue remain in Sarasota, 
Fields said. That’s also why many on the 
committee felt that moving the statue to the 
Sarasota Sahib Shriners’ campus might help 
put the sculpture into context and diminish any 
controversy that surrounds it. The potential new 
home may also include an educational plaque 

or material that would add historical background and some of the opinions about 
the piece. That material may be crafted by victims’ rights and veterans organizations. 
“The end of World War II is a great story,” said Fields. “But the sexual harassment is 
also part of that story. We take that seriously, and we’re willing to help tell that story.” 

The city is taking a survey to help determine the statue’s placement, and the Sahib 
Shriners’ proposal is on the list.

Something Big Is Happening
SAHIB SHRINERS / SARASOTA, FLORIDA

The “World’s Largest Peanut Boil” is 
more than a tasty 49-year tradition 
for the sponsoring Crenshaw County 
Shriners. Supporters say they are the 
best boiled peanuts on the planet. “We 
get our peanuts from Holland Farm in 
Jay, Florida, and they can’t be beat for 
quality or for consistency,” said Alcazar 
Shriners Past Potentate Andy Compton. 
“We’ve never gotten a bad peanut, and 
we get a ton. Actually ‘a’ ton for parch-
ing and 30 tons for boiling.”

“We’ve never  
gotten a bad 

peanut, and we 
get a ton.”

‘World’s Largest Peanut Boil’
CRENSHAW COUNTY SHRINE CLUB AND ALCAZAR SHRINERS  
 MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA

BEMIDJI HEADWATERS 
SHRINE CLUB: The Bemidji 
Headwaters Shrine Club recently 
donated $8,106 to Shriners Hospi-
tals for Children. These funds were 
made possible by the generous 
contributions of Bemidji, Minne-
sota, area businesses. 

ASIYA SHRINERS: The Asiya 
Shriners of San Mateo, California, 
and L.O.S.N.A. Ankh Court No. 92 
generously donated personalized 
Fezzy bears from Build-A-Bear  
to give to children admitted for 
surgery at Shriners Hospitals for 
Children — Northern California.

KHEDIVE SHRINERS: The Road 
Runners of Khedive Shriners in 
Chesapeake, Virginia, dropped 
off a huge donation of new toys 
and handmade quilts to Shriners 
Hospitals for Children — Green-
ville. Hospital staff members said 
receiving this large surprise felt 
like Christmas.

5shrinersinternational.org



NEWSLETTERS/NEWSPAPERS

Midian Shriners
Wichita, Kansas
Midian Topics

Oasis Shriners
Charlotte, North Carolina
Desert Dust

Aladdin Shriners
Grove City, Ohio
Aladdin’s Lamp

Ararat Shriners
Kansas City, Missouri
Ararat Shrine News

MAGAZINES

LuLu Shriners
Plymouth Meeting, Pennsylvania
The Fez

Mahi Shriners
Miami, Florida
Mahi Magazine

Acca Shriners
Richmond, Virginia
Accalette

Sudan Shriners
New Bern, North Carolina
Red Fez

WEBSITES

Acca Shriners
Richmond, Virginia
accashriners.com

Aleppo Shriners
Wilmington, Massachusetts
alepposhriners.com

Al Azhar Shriners
Calgary, Alberta, Canada
abshriners.com

El Riad Shriners
Sioux Falls, South Dakota
elriad.org

EMAIL COMMUNICATIONS

Aleppo Shriners
Wilmington, Massachusetts
Wicked Important Stuff

Nile Shriners
Mountlake Terrace, Washington
Nile’s Weekly Communication

Moslah Shriners
Fort Worth, Texas
Sweetheart Soirée

Syria Shriners
Cheswick, Pennsylvania
Weekly COVID-19 Response

FACEBOOK

Egypt Shriners
Tampa, Florida
facebook.com/EgyptShriners

Kena Shriners
Manassas, Virginia
facebook.com/KenaShriners

Ben Ali Shriners
Sacramento, California
facebook.com/norcalshriners

El Riad Shriners
Sioux Falls, South Dakota
facebook.com/ElRiadShriners

INSTAGRAM

Abou Saad Shriners 
Panama City, Panama
instagram.com/abousaadshriners

Rameses Shriners 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada
instagram.com/ramesesshriners

Amal Shriners 
São Paulo, Brazil
instagram.com/amalshrinerstemplebrazil

Ben Ali Shriners 
Sacramento, California
instagram.com/norcalshriners

HONORING EXCELLENCE IN TEMPLE COMMUNICATIONS, the Dromedary Awards present 
a chance for temples to show off their best communication pieces and receive helpful feedback 
from Shriners International in return. Temples can enter in each of the six categories: Newsletters/
Newspapers; Magazines; Facebook; Instagram; Websites; and Email Communications. After 
careful review of the temples’ submissions, the winners of the 2020 Dromedary Awards were 
chosen and then recognized during a special Facebook Live announcement. Congratulations 

to our winners, and thank you to all the temples that participated in this annual competition.
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2020 Dromedary Awards 

Winners and Honorable Mentions
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First Lady Cheryl Sowder

Former First Lady Cheryl Sowder was 
pleased to share the success of her pro-
gram, Heroes Among Us, and Women & 
Philanthropy. Heroes Among Us raised 
over $418,000. Women & Philanthropy 
ended the year with 353 founding mem-
bers and raised more than $315,000. 

“I am very grateful for this opportunity 
to thank you for your tremendous, gener-
ous support,” she said. 

Imperial Sir Jeff Sowder

Junior Past Imperial Potentate Jeff 
Sowder thanked his wife for her support 
and her efforts on behalf of the frater-
nity and philanthropy and presented her 
with a plaque. “You had a vision,” he told 
her. “You made it happen.” Sowder then 
gave a moving and heartfelt thank-you to 
the many people who labored to prepare 
for the 2020 Imperial Session. “It was just 
not meant to be,” he said.

First Lady Alice Smith

First Lady Alice Smith shared the inspi-
ration for her program, Rising Stars: A 
young woman named Ana, who was born 
without arms or legs and who worked in 
our Houston hospital, helping patients 
figure out how to live independently and 
how to make a living. 

Looking toward the future, Alice struck 
a serious, yet positive note. “None of 
us can know how long the pandemic 

will go on, nor how the COVID situation 
will affect our communities,” she said. 
“What we do know, as Shriners and Shri-
ners ladies, is how to give of ourselves to 
make a difference in the lives of others.”

Imperial Potentate Jim Smith

Imperial Sirs Jim Smith and Jeff Sowder 
both paid tribute to Imperial Sir Wayne 
Lachut, who passed away in 2016. 
“Wayne was a great man,” Smith said. 
“He had a sense of humor that was 
wonderful. He usually had a smile on 
his face, and everyone who met Wayne 
loved him. He was very committed to our 
fraternity and philanthropy.”

Sharing his vision for his Imperial year, 
Smith discussed the history of the found-
ing of the fraternity. “The foundation of 
the fraternity is still fun and fellowship.”

Smith said he is looking forward to 
next year’s Imperial Session, with the 
theme, “Having fun in ’21.” He closed 
his speech with a special appeal. “I am 
challenging every temple in our realm to 
practice and field a corn hole team at the 
international competition that we will be 
having in Houston, Texas.”

The Grand Finale: 
Through Darkness I Shine

The grand finale of the Facebook Live 
event was the debut of the National Patient 
Ambassador Success Story videos. 

Mia, 16, was born with a severe case 
of infantile idiopathic scoliosis. Her jour-
ney with Shriners Hospitals for Children 
began when she was 2, and first seen at 
Shriners Hospitals for Children — St. Louis. 

“The people at Shriners Hospitals 
are amazing,” Mia said. “Every single 
nurse or doctor I’ve encountered is a 
really good person, and it’s just a really 
kind environment.”

Reflecting on her experiences, Mia 
said, “I almost think of a scar as a sou-
venir. I’ve been on a long journey. It’s 
really interesting that a scar on your body 
could tell so many different stories."

Connor, 14, was born with a bilateral 
incomplete cleft lip and complete cleft 
palate involving the hard and soft palate. 
He has received treatment at Shriners 
Hospitals for Children — Chicago since 
he was an infant.

Connor acknowledged the journey 
could be difficult. “Why couldn’t I be like 
every other kid?” he said. “It was chal-
lenging, it was tough. As I grew older I 
got thicker skin, and I just kind of realized 
you find the group of people that are 
there for you.

“The team at Shriners Hospitals is 
amazing,” said Connor. “They’ve helped 
me be where I am today. They just make 
you feel like you are a movie star. I have 
to give back,” he said. “When they think 
of my name, I hope they think of Shriners 
and helping young kids.”

Taking Session 
to Social Media
SINCE NOBLES COULDN’T MEET IN PERSON, 
THEY TURNED TO FACEBOOK LIVE

IT WAS SUPPOSED TO BE OUR FRATERNITY’S BIGGEST EVENT OF 
THE YEAR. But COVID-19 had other plans. On July 11, Shriners waded 
into completely new territory, conducting business and voting via a special 
electronic platform. On July 29, a special Facebook Live event was held. 
Here are a few of the highlights of this first-of-its-kind event.
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‘Many Spokes 
on the Wheel’
SHRINERS LEGACY PROGRAM 
CONNECTS FAMILY MEMBERS

Pass Along the Shriners Legacy

All family members who are Shriners are eligible to 
become part of the Legacy Program. To make the reg-
istration process easy, only one member of the family’s 
legacy needs to register on Shriners Village. When 
logging in to your account on shrinersvillage.com, 
click on the “Membership” tab on the top of the web 
page. From this page, select “Legacy Program” on the 
left-hand side of the screen.

Each Legacy can download a certificate signed by 
the Imperial Potentate and Imperial Recorder. Shriners 
and their registered relatives can also order a special 
gold Legacy pin. Any new Shriners Legacy is eligible 
to receive a free pin for himself and up to two of his 
Shrine legacies. Nobles who became Shriners legacies 
prior to Jan. 1, 2012, are encouraged to become part 
of Shriners Legacy Program; these nobles may order 
a Legacy pin and certificate for themselves and their 
legacies for a contribution of $5 or more per pin.

His grandfather, Lewis Weaver, father, Richard Otis, and brother, Chad 
Otis, are all Shriners. Supporting the fraternity is part of the fabric of 
his family. As a young boy in Pennsylvania, Ryan loved to go with his 
father to the circus hosted by the Zembo Shriners. As he got older, 
he understood how the fraternity supports the mission of Shriners 
Hospitals for Children. “Being part of this great work was just the 
right thing to do,” he said.

The Shriners legacy is something to be proud of, Ryan said. “We 
have a deep connection to the Shrine. I didn’t have the opportunity to 
Shrine with my grandfather, but I did with my father. It’s an important 
part of our history.”

In addition to his immediate relatives, Ryan has many other family 
members and connections who are Shriners, including cousins, uncles 
and great-uncles. There are Shriners on his wife’s side of the family 
too, including a Past Potentate. “There are a lot of spokes on the 
wheel,” Ryan said. “We are all connected, going back generations.”

This special connection can roll forward, too. Ryan has three young 
sons who he hopes will join the fraternity one day. “They can extend 
the legacy,” he said. 

Shriners International Legacy Program

The Legacy Program celebrates our fraternal bonds with those closest 
to us. Shriners International invites nobles to be part of the Legacy 
Program and to encourage family members to participate. 

Shriners International Legacy Month is celebrated in June, coincid-
ing with Shriners International Awareness Day (June 6) and Father's 
Day. This special time unites nobles who make their fraternal mem-
bership a family tradition — welcoming grandfathers, fathers, sons, 
uncles and nephews, in-laws and others who have multiple Shriners 
within the same family. During this month, temples are encouraged 
to promote membership and honor the members who have taken 
part in this program. 

To learn more about the Shriners Legacy 
Program, visit shrinersvillage.com/
Resources/Membership/LegacyProgram

Ryan Otis always knew becoming a 
Shriner was meant to be. Now a 
member of Shriners Hospitals for 
Children — Boston’s Board of Governors 
and the Anah Shriners Divan, Ryan 
grew up in a family of Shriners. 
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Growing Our Membership

When we recruit new members to Shriners International, we are sharing 
a meaningful experience with those who will appreciate and enjoy it. 
Knowing why good men would be motivated to join with us helps us 
have those meaningful conversations with potential members. 

 � Some Master Masons may see becoming a noble as the next 
step to complement their involvement with their Blue Lodge 
or their Scottish or York Rite activities. 

 � Many are attracted to the philanthropy. They see Shriners 
helping to transport patients or volunteering. They enjoy 
turning a talent for organizing events and raising funds 
toward an excellent cause. Being a part of something larger 
than themselves gives many men an added element of 
purpose to their lives.

 � Others may be like founders Walter Fleming, M.D., and 
Billy Florence, desiring a social experience in which they 
can gather with like-minded friends and enjoy hobbies and 
activities together.

 � Some Shriners grow up steeped in the fraternity. As young 
boys, they saw their fathers or other relatives wearing 
their fezzes and knew that one day they would join them in 
donning the headgear and attending meeting and events. 
And many now enjoy spending time with brothers and 
cousins and look forward to sharing the Shriners legacy with 
sons, nephews and grandsons.

As members of Shriners International, we are all keenly aware that we 
need to recruit new members to keep our organization going. The 
future is what we build it to be.

So Many Reasons  
TO BECOME A 
SHRINER
A REFRESHED WEBSITE HELPS STREAMLINE THE PROCESS

Website Makes It Easy

A new initiative to assist the temples with mem-
bership prospects is beashrinernow.com. Using 
feedback from temple leaders and others, the new 
process promotes an easy path for those already-
qualified Master Masons who are making inquiry.

Prospects coming in are prompted to identify 
as a non-Mason, an Entered Apprentice or Fel-
lowcraft Mason, or as a Master Mason, which then 
determines their online path.

Master Masons are able to provide all the infor-
mation necessary, so when the file is directed to 
the temple leadership, a fully completed petition 
form is received.

The temple should then make contact and 
engage the petitioner to secure the two signers 
and collect the requisite fees. 

The Next 150 Years

With each recruit or restoration, we are adding a 
plank to the foundation of our fraternity, ensuring 
it will continue to exist for years to come, offering 
fun and fellowship to members and supporting the 
patients of Shriners Hospitals for Children.

NOBLES OF SHRINERS INTERNATIONAL HAVE A UNIQUE affection for their fraternity. 
With their membership, nobles take their place among men of vision and compassion. It’s a long 
line that stretches back generations, connecting the good men of today with history and tradition. 
Something special about our brotherhood, though, is the opportunity it affords nobles to connect 
with present and future generations as well. That line stretches not just back, but forward. 
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‘Build Your Own 
Experience’
FRATERNITY’S FLEXIBILITY  
IS ITS SELLING POINT

That’s the new push for this Imperial year and beyond. The 
idea is called “Build Your Own Experience,” said Bryan Har-
rison, the fraternity’s chief membership development officer. 

While other organizations, including Freemasonry, offer a 
more predetermined and uniform experience for all mem-
bers, Shriners International is set up to enable nobles to 
be creative. “We’ve never focused on this aspect of our 
fraternity before,” Harrison said. 

The opportunities for nobles — and prospective nobles — to 
enjoy fun and fellowship are numerous. “And we may not have 
a thing you’re interested in,” Harrison said, “but we could!”

“We don’t have to push 
nobles into an existing mold,” 

Sturlaugson said.  

“Instead, we let them create 
what they want and we 

support them through it.”

Imperial Sir Matt Sturlaugson, who is chairman of the Member-
ship Committee, agrees. “We don’t have to push nobles into an 
existing mold,” Sturlaugson said. “Instead, we let them create 
what they want and we support them through it.”

In this way, buy-in comes naturally from the temples, 
and groups grow organically. As an example, Sturlaugson 
described a group at El Zagal Shriners that enjoys camping. 
It all started, he said, when a couple of Past Potentates were 
chatting about recreational vehicles. Conversations grew 
about where folks were planning to go and when, which then 
broadened into where to stay, who would bring food, who 
would bring firewood, and more. 

“At the last event,” Sturlaugson said, “a dozen families that 
are formally part of the group attended, plus others. And it all 
started with two guys talking about something they both enjoy.”

In his role as Membership Chairman, Sturlaugson is keenly 
aware of the need to recruit and retain new nobles. As the fra-
ternity’s numbers decrease, “There is no easy ‘just fix this’ type 
of answer,” he said. “The nobility is aware of this, and it can be 
hard to stay positive.

From racquetball to corn hole  
to cooking and BBQ clubs. 
Brewmasters and taprooms. 
Remote-control planes. 
Camping, RVs, “land yachters.” 
Music and technology. If you 
can dream it, you can do it,  
with Shriners International. 
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“But then you see these new groups,” he said. “That’s 
the spark that will start our recovery.” As nobles continue 
to create the experiences they want to have, their efforts 
will get noticed — both inside the organization and out.

“As we show internally the fun that we have, we are 
showing the community what we are doing,” Sturlaugson 
said. “It’s true that some things are out of our control, but 
we can share the good things that we are doing.

An Evolving Experience

Ideas about recreation, free time and fun are ever chang-
ing. As some activities come into fashion, others fall out 
of favor in a natural rhythm. “But now, for whatever 
reason, fun has stopped evolving,” Harrison said. 

As temples and nobles remember that they are 
empowered to build their own experience, they are 
demonstrating fun and fellowship.

“It is catching on,” Harrison said. “Guys may say, ‘I 
didn’t know I could build my own unit.’ As we gain new 
members, they will continue to innovate.”

One area where Harrison sees promise and growth is in 
units based on occupational interests. While professional 
organizations gather people together, the focus is on 
networking and talking business. With Shriners, people 
with similar professional backgrounds or in a common 
industry may get together. “But not to talk shop,” Har-
rison said. “To have fun.”

Meet Matt 
Sturlaugson, 
Membership 
Committee Chairman

FIVE THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT MATT

1. “I’m a firm believer in shenanigans.” 
Sturlaugson said he became a Shriner 
because he saw the fun his father, uncles, 
brothers and extended family members 
were having. “To be honest, I didn’t know 
we had Shriners Hospitals.” The under-
standing of the philanthropic side of the 
fraternity came later.

2. To him, the best part of being a Shriner 
is the camaraderie and the brotherhood. 
“That’s what I hold dear to my heart,” he 
said. “And it’s not just the Shriners, it’s the 
entire family — their ladies, their children, 
the Shriners Hospitals children we serve.”

3. His favorite quote: “Fun is contagious.” 
It’s his wife, Mandii, he’s quoting, he 
said. When you step into a room and see 
people cheering and having a good time, 
you want to go where the fun is.

4. What inspires him? His children. “I see 
them growing. I see the morals we tried to 
teach them actually coming out in them.” 
And it’s not just personal for him. “I can 
see how what we are doing at Shriners 
International can cause that same spark.”

5. Where does he see Shriners International 
in five years? “I’m an optimist,” he said. “I 
see us on an upward trend. Our activities 
will start to make a difference. People will 
want to join our organization because of 
the fun and fellowship.”

TWO TRUTHS AND A LIE

How well do you know Matt? Can you spot the lie?

#2 is the lie. 

“That’s the spark that will 
start our recovery.”

1. “I am an ordained minister.”

2. “I am polydactyl, with six  
  toes on my left foot.”

3. “I can eat a bag of red licorice —  
  Twizzlers — in one sitting.”
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A Return to 
Our Roots
FRATERNITY RENEWS FOCUS 
ON FUN AND FELLOWSHIP

It’s a hallmark of Shriners International — the opportunity for men of good character to enjoy 
fun and fellowship. As the fraternity works to grow its membership and adapt to a changing, 
challenging world, Imperial Potentate Jim Smith is encouraging temples to find new and cre-
ative ways for nobles to have fun.

“Fun and fellowship is where it all began,” Smith said. 

Hijinks and 
Shenanigans

The Fun and Fellowship Compe-
tition entrants have had their fun. 
Now, it’s your turn.

Starting in February, you can 
watch their short videos online, 
then vote for your favorite.  We 
know your teachers taught you 
not to copy, but these ideas 
might be too good not to!

Keep the fun going by joining the 
conversation and sharing your 
favorite entries with your fellow 
nobles on social media and at 
your temple. It might get a little 
silly. In fact, we hope it does! 

The fun continues at the 2021 
Imperial Session in Houston, 
Texas, where the winners will 
be recognized and hilarity will 
almost certainly ensue.
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"The fellowship that defines 
Shriners, we build through fun.” 

Adapting to Change 

This year, the coronavirus presented 
a huge and unexpected challenge. 
For a group of men who love get-
ting together, socializing and helping 
others, being asked to maintain 

social distance was crushing. The need 
to cancel events and temporarily close temples was devastating. 
How do you have fun when you can’t get together and can’t mix 
in your community?

Many temples are rising to the challenge. They are finding new 
ways to do familiar things, and they are finding new things to do.

To support temples in their efforts to get back to the fun, Impe-
rial Sir Smith started a Fun and Fellowship Council. In addition, 
the membership development office has several projects in the 
works to highlight and promote fun ideas. But at its heart, the 
idea of fun is personal and local. It’s up to nobles to decide what 
fun and fellowship means to them and what they would like to do. 

“The fellowship that defines Shriners, we build through fun,” 
said Bryan Harrison, the fraternity’s chief membership develop-
ment officer. 

“Our retention rate is good, so we know we have a good thing 
going,” he said. “Our membership is committed to the fraternity, 
and the legacy, and this thing they have built. They want it to be 
around for a long time. A renewed focus on fun and fellowship 
gives a fighting chance to secure their legacy and the support 
of the philanthropy.”

Founded on Fun

As most nobles know, Shriners International began about 150 
years ago with a group of Freemasons seeking to add fun and 
fellowship to the Masonic experience. 

In 1870, a group gathered frequently for lunch at the Knicker-
bocker Cottage on Sixth Avenue in New York City. At a special 
table on the second floor, a particularly fun-loving group of men 
met regularly. Among the regulars were Walter M. Fleming, M.D., 
and William J. “Billy” Florence, an actor. The group frequently 
talked about starting a new fraternity for Masons — one centered 
on fun and fellowship. 

Fleming and Florence took this idea seriously enough to do 
something about it, and thus the Ancient Arabic Order of the 
Nobles of the Mystic Shrine was born. On Sept. 26, 1872, the 
first temple was organized in the New York City Masonic Hall — 
Mecca Shriners.

Shrinedom began to grow following 
the formation of the Imperial Council in 
1876. After launching a national recruit-
ing movement, the Shriners fraternity 
grew rapidly, becoming known for col-
orful costumes, parades and different 
units, all designed for fun. 

More Fun, More Members

As all Shriners know, building our membership numbers is 
crucial to the survival of our great fraternity. Getting back to 
our original reason for being is one powerful way temples can 
attract new members and retain and restore those who have 
already joined.

“The time is right to promote fun and fellowship,” Smith 
said. In his Imperial Potentate’s acceptance speech, Smith 
pointed out that the temples having the most success in 
increasing membership are the ones that are re-energizing 
their efforts to make things fun. He said people are looking 
for wholesome family fun, date nights, and other recreational 
activities and they may not realize the Shriners can offer all 
that and more.

13shrinersinternational.org



So, a member of Beja Shriners built an adorable, kid-
sized wooden fire truck. The vehicle accompanies the 
Beja Burn Prevention Unit to fire safety fairs and other 
opportunities to help educate kids and families.

Noble Gene Reece said the Beja Shriners, of Green 
Bay, Wisconsin, have been working hard to spread 
the word about burn prevention since 2012, as part 
of an effort driven by the Midwest Shrine Association. 

Members of the Burn Prevention Unit are local fire-
fighters who are dedicated to helping protect their 
community by increasing awareness of fire safety and 
burn prevention. The group has been so successful 
that it earned the Bob Spear Award for Best “Stop 
Burn Injuries Program” within the Midwest Shrine 
Association for five years in a row, from 2014 to 2018, 
said Reece, who was in the fire service for 36 years. 
The last 27 years were with the Appleton, Wisconsin, 
Fire Department, where he retired as deputy fire chief 
in 2017. 

As the unit built out their program, nobles took 
advantage of the many free resources provided by 
the corporate marketing and communications depart-
ment at Shriners International headquarters. “Using 
the information is a ‘no-brainer’, because it is 100% 
free, even shipping,” Reece said. “There is no cost. 
You just have to use it, not store it.”

He said his unit does one small fundraiser “for some 
cash,” but otherwise relies on the high quality, free 
materials. “The materials are well done and the kids 
have fun while learning.”

Spreading Burn 
Awareness All 
Year Long
BEJA SHRINERS OFFER TIPS TO 
CONNECT WITH KIDS AND FAMILIES

Educational Outreach

The unit started its outreach with the Wisconsin Fire 
Inspectors Association. Attending the annual conven-
tion, the Shriners provided access to the educational 
materials, including handing out samples of items that 
can be ordered and providing links for downloadable 
tip sheets.

Next, they started attending local fire safety fairs. 
To catch people’s attention at their booth, they made 
it fun, with a beanbag toss into a display shaped like 
a flame and a hand-pump fire extinguisher guests can 
shoot to ring a bell. And the wooden fire truck, which 
attracts the attention of kids and grownups alike.

The unit’s biggest event of the year takes place at 
the Beja Shrine Circus. Members are stationed at exits, 
and after the event, nobles talk to kids and families as 
they leave, thanking them for coming to the circus and 
sharing burn prevention materials. The team typically 
is able to distribute more than 2,000 pieces of Stop 
Burn Injury educa-
tional material at 
the circus each year.

“We give the 
activity books to the 
kids,” Reece said. 
“The fire safety cards have more advanced information, 
so we give those to the parents. That information ties 
back to the activity books and gives parents a founda-
tion, a more in-depth understanding.”

“This is a passion for us,” 
Reece said.

Ask anyone — everything is better with 
a fire truck. Connecting with children 
on safety messages can be tough. And 
getting the attention of busy, frazzled 
parents isn’t always easy, either.  
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Seasonal Opportunities

While burn awareness is something to talk about all year long, 
the holiday season offers a unique opportunity to keep the topic 
top-of-mind. “Christmas is a fire-safety time,” Reece said. 

The Shriners work with operators of outdoor Christmas tree 
lots to provide safety information to shoppers. 

He said the unit has found particular success in giving the tree 
sellers a supply of Fezzy holiday 

fire safety tree tags. “The 
lots put the price on the 
back of the ornaments 
and hang them right 
on the trees,” he said. 
“We’re not selling them. 
We’re giving them a tool 
to meet their needs. And 
it helps get the informa-
tion out to families.” They 

also use the tree tags at 
breakfast-with-Santa and 
other holiday-themed events. 

“Wherever we have an oppor-
tunity to interact with kids,” 
Reece said, “we try to provide 
the information.”

Then in February comes 
Burn Awareness Week. Using a 
proclamation template, the team 
connects with local political lead-
ers and works with them to pass a 
resolution about the importance 
of burn prevention awareness. In 
Appleton, the unit was invited to a 
City Council meeting, where the fire 
chief read the proclamation and the 

Shriners were given an opportunity to 
talk about their program.

“This is a passion for us,” Reece said. He gives credit to the 
WA WA and Khartum Shriners in Canada, who are also active in 
burn prevention awareness and were a motivation for his unit. 
The enthusiasm is spreading. “We are getting more temples in 
the Midwest Shrine Association involved.”

Beja Shrine  
Stop Burn Injury 

In this unit, a number of nobles who are local firefighters 
work together to promote burn prevention awareness. 
The Stop Burn Injury program provides access to free 
materials for fire departments to utilize for burn preven-
tion education, burn awareness programming at the 
local fire department and safety events and educational 
seminars on treating burn injuries for responders. In 
addition, the unit shares educational materials with kids 
and families at various events.

Free Materials Available
Have you met Boots and Brewster? The Burn Aware-
ness superheroes are a caped, cuddly bear and a 
googly-eyed teapot. In our activity books for children 
ages 3-7 and 8-12, the pair leads children through the 
rooms of a house, pointing out dangers and how to 
easily correct or avoid them. 

The booklets also have pages for families to map 
out a home fire escape plan. While future plans include 
featuring Fezzy in new resources, Boots and Brew-
ster materials are still available. For information on 
ordering materials and to download tip sheets, visit  
shrinershospitalsforchildren.org, click on Resources, 
then select Be Burn Aware.

Leaders in Burn Care
Shriners Hospitals for Children is a noted leader in 
burn care, which requires specialized knowledge 
and expertise. Our nurses who provide burn care are 
known for their commitment and dedication; we are 
pleased to note that the American Nurses Association 
(ANA) has recognized this important work. In August, 
ANA, which represents the concerns of the more than 
4 million nurses in the U.S., announced the formal 
recognition of burn nursing as a nursing specialty.

Burn nurses are specifically educated and trained 
to treat, support, and promote recovery of those sus-
taining a burn injury. At the Shriners Hospitals that 
provide care for burn injuries, our burn care nurses 
provide compassionate care every day and support 
our patients in several areas, including clinical care, 
rehabilitation, community reintegration, education 
and research. They also work to prevent burn injuries 
through participation in educational programs and 
activities, such as Shriners Hospitals’ participation in 
Burn Awareness Week every February. 
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Among those who 
volunteered during the 
Shriners Hospitals for 
Children — Northern 
California toiletry drive 
were Ben Ali Chief 
Rabban Bill Wells 
(wearing fez) and his 
Lady Debi, and nobles 
Wally Clark, Bob Taylor, 
and Bruce Shaffer, 
hospital volunteer.

Ben Ali Shriners
Since hygiene products are in short 
supply, nobles participated in a toiletry 
drive organized by staff members from 
Shriners Hospitals for Children — North-
ern California. Ben Ali Shriners and 
hospital volunteers collected thousands 
of travel-size shampoos, conditioners, 
soaps and other supplies. Collection bins 
were placed in the lobby of the hospi-
tal for donations from employees, and 
hospital volunteers were invited to drop 
off toiletries with Ben Ali Shriners, who 
collected donations in a drive-through 
format, with social-distancing precau-
tions in place. The items were donated 
to River City Food Bank for distribution 
to hundreds of families in the community. 

“The event was very successful even 
during an ongoing pandemic,” said 
Ben Ali’s Chief Rabban, Bill Wells. “The 
community wants to donate to fantastic 
causes, whether it is for Shriners Hospi-
tals for Children or for other community 
organizations. They are all in need of 
assistance during this difficult time.

“Shriners don’t only support their 
Shrine temples or our hospital system, but 
we also support our local communities,” 
Wells said. “Shriners volunteerism goes 
hand-in-hand with being a Mason. We 
have compassion and concern for others. 
It is in our DNA to help others in need.” 

‘It Is in Our DNA 
to Help Others’

SHRINERS ARE 
DEDICATED TO 
OFFERING SUPPORT 
AND COMFORT

Help From  
Around Canada
Nearly 100 ladies representing women’s 
organizations across Canada that support 
the work of Shriners Hospitals for Children 
— Canada have provided more than 500 
reusable masks to the hospital. The ladies 
chose fabric with fun and colorful patterns 
to brighten up the days of staff members 
and patients. These ladies have also made 
450 reusable gowns that are currently in use 
in the hospital. The generous seamstresses 
are members of the sewing units of Ladies’ 
Oriental Shrine of North America, Daughters 
of the Nile, WA WA Ladies Auxiliary, Ladies 
of the Saber and Karnak Ladies Auxiliary.

While the COVID-19 pandemic has made it difficult for Shriners to meet 
and conduct business, there is one thing that the coronavirus can’t stop: 
nobles’ commitment to helping their communities. Here are a few examples:
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Cyprus Shriners 
Eric Morabito of Cyprus Shriners 
was recently recognized by People 
magazine as one of 25 Reasons for 
Hope in America. Noble Morabito, 
57, walks from Highland, N.Y., to 
hospital locations in Springfield and 
Boston, Mass., a distance of roughly 
250 miles, gathering donations for 
the health care system. According to 
the magazine, after seven treks, he 
has raised more than $60,000.

Waterloo County Shrine 
Club, Mocha Shriners
They are a fixture at festivals and parades 
across the region, and recently the Waterloo 
Shrine Oriental Band, which has been silent 
during the pandemic, got the chance to play 
once again. The musicians had the opportunity 
to entertain crowds at the Parkwood Mennonite 
Seniors Home in Waterloo, Ontario, Canada.

Nobles serenaded staff and residents to 
show their appreciation for front line workers.

They also stopped by an outdoor birthday 
party for Rory Banfield, whose father surprised 
him with a unique present.

“There’s a fellow Shriner here and it’s his son’s 
seventh birthday, and we could also coordinate 
a trip around the retirement home, retirement 
community, so it’s kind of fun to see a smile 
on some of those faces,” said Rollie Galbraith, 
president of Waterloo Shrine Oriental Band.

Each year the band raises around $10,000 for 
Shriners Hospitals for Children.

Maine Shrine 
Lobster Bowl Classic
Even though the 31st annual Maine 
Shrine Lobster Bowl Classic was canceled 
because of the coronavirus pandemic, the all-star 
football game was still a fundraising success. More 
than 83% of the players and cheerleaders (113 of 136) 
selected to participate in the game continued with 
their fundraising efforts and raised over $75,000 to 
support the Shriners Hospitals in Boston and Spring-
field, Massachusetts.

Lobster Bowl President Joe Hersom said that most 
years, participants raise $100,000 to $120,000. But 
because the expense of putting on the game was 
significantly lower this year, the Lobster Bowl and its 
sponsor group, the Kora Shriners of Lewiston, Maine, 
expect to make their largest donation ever to the 
hospitals. Hersom said the players who raised money 
will receive Lobster Bowl uniform jerseys, each with 
the number they wore in high school.

Villages Shrine Club,  
Bahia Shriners

Members of The Villages Shrine Club teamed up with 
their ladies who are involved in sewing and quilting 
groups to make and distribute masks and handmade 
comfort items for kids. 

"We have made over 47,000 masks,” Sandy Norris 
said, referring to the Quilting Guild of The Villages 
members. “(The masks) are going to hospitals, some 
for children and some for their families, adults.” Nearly 
1,000 of the masks have gone to Shriners Healthcare 
for Children — Florida.

Other lovingly made donations include colorful 
pillow cases, soft blankets for hospital beds, child-sized 
quilts with hand-stitched “roads” for toy cars to race 
from one corner of the fabric to another, and handmade 
baby dolls. 

Noble Jim Chaffin and his Lady Judy drive to Tampa 
to deliver the donations to the health care facility. “All 
you have to do is see one child’s face,” Judy said of 
giving away the colorful gifts.
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First Lady Alice Smith’s program, Rising 
Stars, supports this by focusing on the 
availability of adaptive and assistive tech-
nology. “For many children, reaching their 
goals is often possible, but they may need 
to approach them in a different way,” said 
First Lady Alice. “Sometimes an assistive 
device can make all the difference.”

Meet Poppy

A girl from Lincoln, Nebraska, is among those who have been 
able to pursue their goals and become more independent by 
using customized adaptive technology. 

Poppy, 11, was born missing the lower portion of her left arm. 
She has a prosthetic arm provided by Shriners Children’s Twin 
Cities that she uses for a wide variety of activities. Her hobbies 
range from football, softball and soccer to dance, playing the 
guitar, acting and creating art. To help with her activities, Poppy 
can add attachments to her prosthetic arm. For example, she 
has a flat disk for push-ups or cartwheels and a small pointer for 
playing the guitar.

Rhonda Revelle, head coach for the University of Nebraska 
Huskers softball team, saw a story about Poppy and was inspired 
by the girl’s positivity and “can do” attitude. So, she invited 
Poppy to attend a softball practice. Coach Revelle’s team was 
so amazed by Poppy’s abilities that they invited her to serve as 
the batgirl for several games.

“It’s okay to be different and do the things that you love,” 
Poppy said. “If you’re a girl and you want to play football, then 
go ahead and do it. And if you want to do other stuff that people 
say you can’t, just go for it, because 
anything is possible if you just do it 
and you try your best.”

‘Anything Is Possible’
ASSISTIVE DEVICES HELP PATIENTS 
DO THE THINGS THEY LOVE

Among the many things 
that make our health care 
system stand out is its 
commitment to compassionate, 
family-centered care. 

Learn more about Rising Stars at 
lovetotherescue.org/first-lady-program
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You just had to know  
where to look.

Down.
Bryson DeChambeau, 

who won the tourna-
ment in 2018 after an 
eagle putt on the 16th 
hole, played the 2020 
tournament wearing a 
pair of Cobra Puma golf 
shoes designed by a 
Shriners Hospitals patient named Katha-
rine. The shoes, signed by DeChambeau, 
are slated to be sold at auction to benefit 
the health care system.

DeChambeau’s special shoes are a 
reminder that no matter what changes 
2020 ushered in, one thing never 
changes — the support that this special 
professional golf tournament provides 
for  Shriners Hospitals for Children and 
its patients.

Katharine, who designed the 
Cobra Puma golf shoes, is an active, 
creative, and courageous girl and is 
also a burn survivor. Now 16, Katha-
rine was 4½ when she sustained 
third- and second-degree burns over 
more than 75% of her body. She has 
had thousands of stitches, dozens of 
orthotics, and more surgeries than 
she can count, but due to Shriners 
Hospitals for Children, she is thriv-

ing. While Katharine has received care at 
three different Shriners Hospitals, includ-
ing Northern California, Houston and 
Galveston, she considers the Galveston 
location her medical home. 

Over the years, Katharine has 
participated in ballet, gymnastics, tae-
kwondo, basketball, swimming and 
archery. She loves to hunt, discover dif-
ferent cultures including their cuisines, 
write stories and read. In addition, she 
has interests in art, music and fashion 

design, including learning how to sew, 
create and produce jewelry. 

Katharine served as a National Patient 
Ambassador for the health care system in 
2015-2016 and has been a local patient 
ambassador for at least 10 years. Katha-
rine has participated in and spoken at 
numerous fundraising events. She even 
assisted staff and board members from 
Shriners Hospitals for Children by going 
to the Texas capital and walking the floors, 
in order to meet legislators and share 
information about Shriners Hospitals. 
Katharine has also donated jewelry and 
artwork that she has created to help raise 
money for Shriners Hospitals for Children.

Katharine says her accident and 
becoming a burn survivor wasn’t a pleas-
ant experience, but she has come to 
realize she can use her situation to help 
others. She is grateful to the health care 
system for giving her the opportunity to 
reach out and give back. 

2020 Winner
MARTIN LAIRD won the 2020 Shriners Hospitals for Children Open, which was held 
Oct. 5 – 11 at TPC Summerlin. Laird, who recently had knee surgery, entered the tourna-
ment on a sponsor exemption. The win gave Laird entry into the 2021 Tournament of 
Champions, Masters and PGA Championship, as well as 500 FedExCup points.

While fans, patients serving as standard bearers and many volunteers were unable to 
attend the Shriners Hospitals for Children Open this year due to the pandemic, there was 
still a patient presence at the 38th annual PGA TOUR event hosted in Las Vegas, Nevada. 

PATIENT DESIGNS SHOES FOR SHRINERS 
HOSPITALS FOR CHILDREN OPEN GOLFER

Putting Her 
Artistic Foot 
Forward
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P.O. Box 31356
Tampa, FL 33631-3356
813-281-0300

Change Service Requested

Houston, Here We Come!
The 147th Imperial Session of Shriners International 
will take place in Houston, Texas, July 4-8, 2021

For updates on 
Imperial Session 
2021, please visit 
Imperialsession.com.

All nobles, ladies and their families are invited to 
join Imperial Sir Jim Smith and First Lady Alice for 
the fraternity’s biggest event of the year.

As everyone has learned this year, planning events 
during a pandemic requires a high degree of flexibility. 
Many of our 2020 events were canceled or changed in 
order to keep our Shriners International and Shriners 
Hospitals for Children communities safe. However, we 
are all looking toward the future with hope, so keep the 
Imperial Session 2021 dates on your calendar!

The 2021 Imperial Session will be held at the George 
R. Brown Convention Center, which is conveniently 
located in the dining, entertainment and arts district 
called Avenida Houston. It is connected by skywalk to 
the Marriott Marquis and Hilton Americas, our head-
quarters hotels. 

Imperial Sir Smith, First Lady Alice and the Ben Hur 
Shriners look forward to hosting nobles, families and 
friends in Houston, and celebrating the fun, fellowship 
and philanthropy that makes Shriners International the 
greatest fraternity in the world.

Photo courtesy of Visit Houston


