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Lady Alice and I hope everyone is doing well, and 
taking all necessary precautions as we continue to 
battle the COVID-19 pandemic. We are hopeful 
that, with the beginnings of widespread vaccina-
tions and continued vigilance, we will see an end 
to this horrible situation. 

Fun and Fellowship have always been at the 
heart of our great fraternity, although it some-
times seems that has been forgotten. For many, 
the pandemic has brought a sense of isolation. I 
am extremely proud of the many ways our nobles 
have adapted and found new ways to support 
one another and their communities during this 
difficult time, including holding virtual events and 
meetings, and practicing social distancing, etc. 
when with others.

I believe we need Fun and Fellowship, which 
will also help strengthen our sense of broth-
erhood and belonging, more than ever. We 
need activities to divert us, lift our spirits and 
give us some respite from today’s difficulties.  

Sharing some Shriner fun will help us remain 
hopeful and positive. 

And so, I invite you and encourage you to 
attend Imperial Session in Houston, Texas, in 
July. New activities will include a cornhole tourna-
ment, which I am very excited about. In addition, 
in collaboration with the City of Houston, we are 
putting together a thorough safety plan. Also, the 
George R. Brown Convention Center has biode-
fense filtration technology proven to eliminate 
SARS-CoV-2 and other airborne contaminants. 
The facility has permanent thermal scanning sta-
tions located at all entry points and can process 
up to 100 guests per minute. To learn more about 
these precautions and all things Imperial Session, 
please visit imperialsession.com.

Lady Alice and I hope to see you there!

Yours in the faith,
James R. “Jim” Smith

A Message from the Chairman 
of the Board of Trustees 

A Message from Your 
Imperial Potentate

As 2021 begins, the world continues to struggle 
to get COVID-19 under control. But there does 
seem to be progress — especially in the develop-
ment of vaccines — and we hope that this year 
will see a return to normalcy — day by day, and 
month by month.

The Shriners organizations are places of 
hope — while we do all we can in response to 
the pandemic, we continue the work to stream-
line and update our health care system and care 
delivery models in order to be in the strongest 
position possible to provide our unique brand 
of compassionate care to the world’s children for 
the next hundred years. 

In January, we completed the consolidation 
of our Galveston and Houston, Texas, locations 
into one comprehensive facility in Galveston —  
offering pediatric orthopaedic, burn and cleft lip 
and palate care. And, by the time this publica-
tion goes to print, we expect to have completed 
the relocation of our Cincinnati, Ohio, facility 

to within Dayton Children’s Hospital in Dayton, 
Ohio. This move will allow us to serve our Ohio 
patients more efficiently, and more effectively.

As we continue these efforts, we will begin to 
look at ways to improve our internal structures 
and processes, such as consolidating local lead-
ership through a pilot program in the Midwest, 
streamlining information and documentation 
services and unifying goals of planning and 
development across the system. 

We greatly appreciate the teamwork and the 
spirit of support and cooperation at the Joint 
Board and local leadership levels. Together, we 
will establish our vision for 2035 — especially 
caring for more kids in more places and providing 
families with more access points to the “Most 
Amazing Care Anywhere.” 

Yours in the faith,
Jerry G. Gantt

DEAR FELLOW NOBLES,

Jerry G. Gantt
Chairman, Board of 
Trustees, Shriners 
Hospitals for Children

James R. “Jim” Smith 
Imperial Potentate, 
Shriners International

DEAR FELLOW NOBLES,
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About Our Fraternity

Founded in 1872, Shriners International is a fraternity based on 
fun, fellowship and the Masonic principles of brotherly love, relief 
and truth. With nearly 200 Shriners temples in several countries 
and thousands of clubs around the world, the members of 
Shriners International are known for their fellowship, brotherhood, 
compassion and generosity. The fraternity established Shriners 
Hospitals for Children as its official philanthropy in 1922, and 
continues to support it today, while striving to make the world a 
happier, better place.

About Our Philanthropy

Shriners Hospitals for Children® is one of the largest pediatric 
sub-specialty health care systems in the world, with locations 
in the U.S., Canada and Mexico. Our staff is dedicated to 
improving the lives of children by providing pediatric specialty 
care, conducting innovative research, and offering outstanding 
educational programs for medical professionals.

Find Us Online

BEING GOOD STEWARDS: As a nonprofit organization 
dependent on donations, it is critically important that Shriners 
Hospitals for Children uses all funds wisely and effectively. The 
Oversight Committee investigates and reports on activities con-
ducted for the benefit of Shriners Hospitals that have incurred, 
or apparently may incur, an appreciable financial loss. The Com-
mittee also checks on actions or possible actions of the Joint 
Boards that may not have followed appropriate practices or 
been fully vetted or disclosed. Findings are reported during 
Imperial Session. For more information, call 866-290-7637 or 
visit shriners.ethicspoint.com.

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

shrinershospitalsforchildren.org

facebook.com/ShrinersHospitalsforChildren

twitter.com/shrinershosp

youtube.com/shrinershospitals

instagram.com/shrinershospitals

facebook.com/shrinersinternational

twitter.com/shriners

youtube.com/ShrinersTV

instagram.com/shrinersinternational

shrinersinternational.org

shrinersvillage.com

ABOUT THE COVER: In honor of 2020 Aleppo Shri-
ners Potentate Illustrious Sir Gary Bartlett, a donation 
of books and stuffed dogs was made to the police and 
fire departments of Wilmington, Massachusetts, to give 
to children in crisis. The donation was made possible 
by Noble Dr. Gary Freedman of Marblehead Opticians 
and Sheila Duncan, founder of the Kennek Foundation. 
Photo by Noble Carl Ohlson Sr.
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Being forced to close their doors for an indefi-
nite period of time put a huge strain on temple 
operations. Thus, the Be More, Help More 
campaign was conceived as a way to directly 
aid temples whose business had been disrupted 
by the pandemic.

The fundraiser called specifically upon temple 
Life Members — committed nobles who have 
previously settled their financial obligation to 
their temple — because they were, therefore, in 
a unique position to contribute. 

The response was inspiring. Nobles from 125 
temples participated, making 419 donations and 
raising more than $44,000. With Shriners Interna-
tional Headquarters contributing staff time and 
talents and absorbing all associated costs, 100% 
of donations went directly to temples.

Some temples are fortunate to have quite 
a few Life Members. Murat Shriners, of India-
napolis, Indiana, was able to raise more than 
$2,500 through nearly 30 donations. Every gift, 
from every donor at every temple, was received 
with gratitude and made a difference in temple 
operations during this challenging time.

“As members of a Masonic Brotherhood, 
we are called to look after one another, and to 

help in times of distress or need,” said Impe-
rial Potentate Jim Smith. “This past year has 
been incredibly difficult for everyone, and for 
our Shriners organizations, and I am 
extremely proud of our nobles’ gener-
ous response to this call for help.”

Keeping our temples operational is 
critical not just for our fraternity, but 
for the philanthropy of which nobles 
are all part owners.

“We thank the Life Members for 
their compassionate willingness to 
share their personal resources to 
aid the temples,” said Jerry Gantt, 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees of 
Shriners Hospitals for Children and 
Past Imperial Potentate.

“The strength of the temples, 
and their ability to function, directly 
impacts the ability of our health care 
system to fulfill its mission effectively. 
As I have said previously, in some 
ways, the responses of our people 
during this uniquely challenging year 
have made me even more proud to 
be a Shriner.”

It was the last thing anyone expected — a novel virus sweeping across 
the world. As the consequences of the coronavirus pandemic became 
apparent, nobles saw that COVID-19 was affecting families and 
communities, brothers and temples. 

Life 
Members 
Lift Their 
Temples

AS COVID-19 RAVAGES TEMPLES’ 
FINANCES, NOBLES STEP IN TO HELP

The response was 
inspiring. Nobles 
from 125 temples 

participated, making 
419 donations  

and raising more 
than $44,000.
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AMAL SHRINERS CONDUCTS VIRTUAL 
CEREMONIAL TO CELEBRATE NEW MEMBERS

Maintaining 
Traditions and 
Commitments 

By David Whittemore, Potentate of Amal Shriners 

Since receiving its charter in 2018, Amal Shriners, in  
São Paulo, Brazil, has always been aware of the importance 
of membership. Our temple has consistently achieved 
gold status for membership growth.

This effort continued in 2020 — even in the midst of the  
COVID-19 pandemic. Because the temple’s Santa Catarina club 
was expected to request temple dispensation in July 2020, our 
temple planned to step up recruitment efforts. We estimated 
a need for 140 new members in 2020 to make up the loss of 
members who were expected to migrate to the new temple.

In late March, we realized that, because of the pandemic, we 
were not going to hold “in person” events anytime soon. More 
than 55 of our candidates who expected to be initiated in April 
had already paid the required fees, fezzes and fez cases had 
been ordered, and commitments were made. We were afraid 
our temple would lose credibility if a ceremony was not held 
to honor our new recruits. 

A Virtual Solution

Concerned that an entire year of growth was ready to go down 
the drain, we committed to presenting a virtual ceremony in 
two parts.

 � First, a public ceremony would be held online 
that could be viewed and participated in by the 
candidates and their families from their own homes.

 � Second, the Amal leadership would hold closed 
regional meetings for its new members in order to 
share our ‘Shrine secrets’ and story at later dates. 

We made a video of the public segment of the initiation that 
could also serve as a future training tool for creating initia-
tion ceremonies. All the dialogues were recorded in advance; 
we adapted our turbans by using “keffiyeh,” a specific type 
of headscarf, to cover our mouths and noses. Nobles/MDs 
assisted in the implementation of proper procedures during the 
filming that would meet current pandemic-related restrictions.

Our program included clips from Shriners Hospitals, 
patient photos and stories and various other presentations. 
We want to especially thank our Imperial Potentate Jim 
Smith and First Lady Alice Smith, who sent a welcome video 
to enrich our event.

By the end of October we had 140 
candidates — and had met our goal. 

While we were planning the virtual event, our number of 
potential initiates kept growing. In March we had 55 paid 
candidates. As our plans solidified, Blue Lodge and Grand 
Lodge level presentations were intensified, social media went 
to work, and word of mouth increased. By April there were 75, 
and 95 at the end of July. By the end of October we had 140 
candidates — and had met our goal. 

An Amazing Response

In total, 226 links were made on our web presentation (Nov. 7, 
2020) and 140 candidates were initiated. Today, the ceremo-
nial event can be found on Amal Shriners’ YouTube channel. 
Our jurisdiction includes four states in Brazil, an area about the 
size of the United Kingdom and Spain combined, with a total 
population of 82.5 million people, and close to 100,000 Masons.

We believe Amal Shriners provided a realistic initiation 
ceremony that was able to transmit our fraternal message 
in the tradition of and standard set by Shriners International. 
That said, it’s not time to sit back and relax. Amal Shriners 
is projecting multiple in-person initiations for 2021 that will 
bring in another 140 new members — God willing and the 
snows don’t come.
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SHRINE FUNDRAISING 
ASSOCIATION OFFERS 
RESOURCES TO HELP 
TEMPLES MAXIMIZE 
THEIR POTENTIAL

When people think of Shriners International, they may 
think of fun and fellowship, fraternal ties and brotherhood, 
and the devotion Shriners have to their philanthropy, 
Shriners Hospitals for Children. They may not realize 
Shriners also have a super power — fundraising. 

Sharing ideas, 
finding solutions 

and creating funds 
for our fraternity 
or philanthropy is 
at the heart of our 

organization. 

"... even a pandemic can’t keep motivated Shiners down!”

The Smart Money

When working with other fraternal organiza-
tions, experience in fundraising is something 
Shriners are relied upon to bring to the table.

Shriners make it look easy, but it isn’t. 
And during a pandemic, raising money has 
become even more difficult. Luckily, there is 
a resource within the fraternity to offer help 
and support to temples everywhere: The 
Shrine Fundraising Association.

With 50 years of experience helping 
temples, clubs and units with fundraising 
ideas, the Shrine Fundraising Association, 
or SFA, helps temples find proven strategies 
for raising funds. 

The SFA helps temples evaluate ideas and 
identify the elements of a great fundraiser, 
provides education on putting on successful 
fundraisers, and shares information through 
webinars, newsletters, and their website and 
social media pages.

In addition, SFA hosts an annual seminar, 
where nobles not only gather great ideas but 
also get motivated and energized through 
the fun and fellowship they share. 

“We are here to help temples,” said SFA 
Secretary/Treasurer and Past President 
James Van De Hey. “We are the official fun-
draising consultants.

“Last year, 2020, was difficult for many 
of our members as they were searching for 
new ideas for fundraising and not being able 
to execute any of them,” Van De Hey said.

Nevertheless, the SFA has no plans to 
give up helping temples. “Through edu-
cation and the assistance and knowledge 
of others,” Van De Hey said, “you can be 
ahead of the problem and not behind.”

The group shares advice and success in 
its newsletter. “I do not feel like we need 
to reinvent fundraising, but we need to 
tailor (events) to follow social distancing or 
other guidelines that have been mandated. 
We also need to make our customers feel 
comfortable that we are not putting them at 
risk,” SFA President Phil Wade wrote in the 
newsletter last year.

Photo taken June 2019
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About SFA
Purpose: To promote the interest and betterment 
of Shrine fundraising events, which consist of 
wholesome family entertainment or programs 
offered to the public, as well as to encourage 
exchange of ideas and experiences.

Who can join: Membership is open to any temple. Any 
number of nobles from a temple is permitted to attend 
seminars; however, only one representative from each 
temple shall be recognized for voting purposes.

Contact SFA: Email secretary@shrinefundraising.
com or write to Shrine Fundraising Association, Attn: 
Secretary/Treasurer, 3197 Primrose Lane, Green Bay, 
WI 54313

SFA online: visit shrinefundraising.com to learn more. 

Meet SFA in Houston
Going to Imperial Session? Stop by Booth D-06  
in the marketplace to chat with representatives of 
the Shrine Fundraising Association.

Why Join SFA? 
Sharing ideas, finding solutions and creating funds 
for our fraternity or philanthropy is at the heart of our 
organization. Take advantage of the knowledge and 
experience of your peers throughout the Shrine world 
to make your temple successful. Sharing is a two-way 
street. Join your peers as you share your experiences, 
successes and failures, to help make your operations 
that much better. 

Each year more and more temples are realizing the 
need for expert assistance in their fundraising endeav-
ors. Attendance at the fall seminar is critical to the 
success of all fundraising operations. If you can come 
away with one good idea or confirmation that what 
you are doing is as profitable as it can be, your objec-
tives will have been reached.

While temples looking forward to circus events had to 
cancel, many temples shared ways to adapt other planned 
events. “There are those who are finding ways to rise to the 
challenge and succeed. 

One such group is the Misfits from El Zagal,” wrote First 
Vice President Scotty Uhrich. “A relatively new group, they are 
dedicated to doing BBQ. During the worst of the lockdown, 
they were providing low cost meals once a week to those who 
were unable to get out and also had pick up available. Pork 
spare ribs, to chicken to pork roasts, these guys stepped up 
and made it happen. All of which just goes to show that even 
a pandemic can’t keep motivated Shiners down!”

The group also offers advice for organizers on important 
aspects of fundraising such as risk assessment and insurance, 
advertising and promotion, and the big one — techniques to 
maximize the income from a fundraiser.

SFA is proud to have the support of Imperial officers. Van 
De Hey said the group has given presentations at Oriental 
Guide/Assistant Rabban seminars and is looking to secure a 
permanent role within the OG/AR training structure.Van De 
Hey said the group is trying to reach more temples by offer-
ing them as much value as possible. This includes making its 
resources easier to access and share as well as keeping its own 
costs down. 

The 2020 SFA Seminar was held in Bloomington, Minnesota. 
Guidelines regarding COVID-19 required some changes to the 
format, but SFA 
was able to host 
an in-person gath-
ering, including a 
ladies' program, 
as well as an 
online presenta-
tion. Nobles from 
all over attended, 
and many temples 
sent several repre-
sentatives. Osman 
Shriners, for exam-
ple, sent 13!
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Celebrate 
and Spread 
the Word

TEMPLES GET CREATIVE ON SHRINERS 
INTERNATIONAL AWARENESS DAY

Temples mark the day in different ways, but all celebrations include a pride 
in the fraternity and a goal of increasing membership. Plans for this year’s 
Shriners International Awareness Day are in full swing. If you aren’t sure what 
your temple is doing, check with your Potentate or membership chairman. 
Maybe they need your help!

Last year, Shriners International Awareness Day took on a new mean-
ing. The coronavirus pandemic forced most everyone to cancel their 
plans for the day. Some temples were able to connect online. The 
Imperial Potentate at that time, Imperial Sir Jeff Sowder, held Zoom 
calls with many temples and associations. “Nobles were looking to 
connect to other nobles/brothers more than ever,” he said, adding 
that COVID had helped many nobles truly realize how much they 
value the brotherhood. Therefore, the awareness that was shared on  
June 6, 2020, became more internal and reflective.

This year, temples are hoping to get back to more outward-facing events. 
Aloha Shriners in Honolulu, Hawaii, held a memorable and successful Aware-
ness Day event in 2019. Although hopes to replicate it last year were dashed, 
Noble Marty Alexander said, “I would like to pick this event back up. I want 
to approach 2021 with a ‘the sun’s gonna come out tomorrow attitude.’”

Aloha’s 2019 event was held at the Shriners Hospital in Honolulu. There 
were about 20 people in attendance, and 
in the end, about four new nobles were 
created because of the event, said Member-
ship Chairman Marc Rubenstein. (That’s an 
impressive 20% conversion rate, by the way!) 
The evening included ice breakers, videos, 
and speakers on Masonry, appendant ladies' 
organizations and “Why I’m a Shriner,” as 
well as a short hospital tour.

“It was a good first year,” Rubenstein 
said. “I learned a lot, and would have 
liked to do it again, but COVID had its 
own ideas. Perhaps we can do a 2021 
version with an online component — 
we could do it via Zoom!”

Shriners come from every place and from all walks of life. One thing 
they have in common is a delight in telling others about our fraternity 
and philanthropy. So while, in a sense, every day is awareness day, as 
an organization we celebrate Shriners International Awareness Day 
annually on June 6.

Photo taken before June 2019

A SPECIAL MILESTONE

On June 6, 1876, the Imperial Council, the 
original governing body of the Shriners fra-
ternity, was founded. To honor this historic 
event, Shriners International celebrates June 6  
as Shriners International Awareness Day. On 
this day, nobles everywhere are encouraged 
to celebrate their great fraternity and raise 
awareness of its impact in their communities.

WHAT YOU CAN DO

 � Wear your a fez (when 
appropriate), hat, shirt, lapel pin, 
or other item with our logo

 � Tell your neighbors, friends and 
colleagues about the fun and 
fellowship you enjoy as a Shriner

 � Organize or participate in events at 
your temple, in your community or online 

 � Reflect on why the fraternity is 
important to you personally and why  
you became a member 

TELL YOUR STORY

For consideration in a future issue of Shriner 
Magazine, let us know how your temple cele-
brates Shriners International Awareness Day. 
Send an email to marketing@shrinenet.org. 

Photo taken before 2020
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A Milestone 
for Riley
FORMER NATIONAL PATIENT 
AMBASSADOR BECOMES A SHRINER

Riley participated in the ceremony that 
made him a member of the Shriners 
International fraternity on Saturday, Oct. 
17, 2020. It is a milestone that the young 
man has been looking forward to for a 
long time.

Riley was a National Patient Ambas-
sador during the 2018–2019 year, when 
Jim Cain served as Imperial Potentate. 
Imperial Sir Cain made a surprise visit, 
attending the ceremonial and support-
ing Riley. The two became very close 
during their shared year supporting the 
fraternity and the health care system, 
and Riley vowed that one day he would 
become a Shriner, too.

But what made the day most special 
for Riley was sharing it with his father, 
Rick. The family wasn’t sure whether Rick 
would be able to attend, because he had 
been diagnosed with a terminal illness. 
But when the special weekend came, 
Rick was feeling not only well enough to 
attend but also to present his son with 
his fez. 

“Riley has worked very hard for this for 
a long time,” said his mother, Tina. “He is 

super happy to accomplish this while his 
dad was here with us. It is a bittersweet 
moment for us.”

Riley said he is thankful to have been 
able to share this moment with his father, 
and regrets that they won’t be able to 
experience more together as Shriners. 
“It’s a very emotional time,” he said.

During his time as National Patient 
Ambassador, Riley met many Shriners 
who urged him to join the fraternity. A 
theme was that each Shriner hoped to 
bring in one new noble. “And my dad 
was going to bring in me.”

Becoming a Shriner is a way that Riley 
can support Shriners Hospitals for Chil-
dren. “It’s another thing I can do to give 
back,” he said. 

The moment was extremely special 
for Imperial Sir Cain as well. “As with 
all dads, it is a special time throughout 
Masonry when you get to participate 
in degrees and initiation for our sons,”  
he said. “We talked many times about 
him following his dad into Masonry and 
to the Shrine. When he made that deci-
sion, I was overjoyed.

“I look at Riley as if he were my son, 
and what a joy it would be to see it 
happen,” Cain said. “That is why our 
Legacy Program is so important. It allows 
our family members to participate in the 
degrees that create great memories. 
Legacies tend to stay on as members 
due to those special bonds between 
family members. 

“As we now know,” Cain said, “Riley’s 
dad was called to his heavenly home 
shortly after the ceremonial. I can’t speak 
for him, but I am sure the memories will 
always be there! Congratulations Noble 
Riley! You are part of my Shrine family! 
Love you, Son!”

Others who were able to travel to the 
Orlando, Florida, area to attend the cer-
emony include former National Patient 
Ambassador Karolina. Riley and Karo-
lina’s families have become close over 
the years, and the two young people 
appreciated seeing one another again 
and sharing this special moment.

Bahia Shriners in Apopka, Florida, recently welcomed a new noble whom 
they know very well — former National Patient Ambassador Riley.

Riley and Past 
Imperial Potentate 

Jim Cain
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A Grand Example 
of Masonic Ideals 
in Action

BUILDING BROTHERHOOD  
AND COMMUNITY IN NEBRASKA

Tangier Shriners in Omaha, Nebraska, is 
the proud home of the sitting Grand Master 
AF&AM of Nebraska, James Carlton, the 
immediate Past Grand Master AF&AM of 
Nebraska, Ron Stites, and the Prince Hall  
Grand Master of Nebraska, Freddie Clopton. 

Historically, the people and work of the Shriners organization 
and the Prince Hall Masonic organization is distinctly separate. 
The Grand Masters of Nebraska have bridged that divide, 
building on common ground and establishing a concrete 
example for others. 

“This unusual occurrence was due solely to the full joint 
recognition between the two Grand Lodges in 1990 and directly 
exemplifies the unity and ability of the two Grand Lodges to work 
together,” said Stites. “Our membership in Tangier has fostered 
increased involvement with each other that has led to exchanges 
of visits, ideas, and in our approaches in working together.

“We meet on the level and part on the square not only in 
lodge, but also in the community,” said Stites. “The relation-
ship between Prince Hall Grand Lodge and Nebraska Grand 
Lodge AF&AM improves every year.”

To celebrate 30 years of unity and joint recognition, the 
two Grand Lodges commissioned a special limited edition 
challenge coin. The coin celebrates their bond of fellowship 
and honors an historic and important history, as well as the 
personal ties among Masons.

“I feel having both Grand Masters in the same Shriners temple 
shows the brethren in Nebraska that we can be truly united and 
that we are striving for the same goals in the community and 
among our fellow man,” said Clopton, who has been active and 
a leader in several Masonic organizations. He was elected and 
installed as the 39th Most Worshipful Grand Master of Prince 
Hall Masons in the jurisdiction of Nebraska on July 20, 2019. 
 

“Our relationship is the result of mutual respect as Masons 
and for one another as good men in our community,” said 
Clopton. That respect and understanding comes from working 
together to build a stronger community. Combined activities 
of the lodges have included a Cornerstone laying at Cooper 
Farm picnic grounds, which is a part of Omaha Home for 
Boys, joint Masonic Degree Work and an Annual Dinner that 
is open to all Freemasons in Nebraska, and their ladies — a 
great opportunity for fellowship between the Masonic bodies. 

“Our good relationship allows us to have better open dialog 
between the two Grand Lodge bodies that builds trust and 
honesty, and allows us to focus on innovation and creativity 
and look at the opportunities for seeing both our similarities 
and our differences as strengths,” said Clopton. “Ultimately, 
this will allow all of us to function better, and demonstrate true 
acceptance and cooperation to society.” 

 In June 2020, Clopton and Stites issued a joint statement 
to their members regarding the social unrest that has been 
tearing at the foundations of society. It stated, in part, “Each 
brother will grieve in their own way over seemingly sense-
less deaths and how to call for justice. As Masons, we do not 
approve of the hatred of racial discrimination or the destruc-
tive actions we have seen, but we do approve of emulating 
the brotherhood Masonry is built upon. We stand together 
united as a sacred brotherhood.” 

Both Grand Lodges have also coordinated suspending and 
restarting craft labors during the pandemic. “This, I believe, 
showed the Masons in the entire state of Nebraska that we are 
truly working together in unity,” said Clopton.

Photo taken Feb. 2020
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Building for the Future

The Grand Masters hope the foundation they have laid for 
Masonry in Nebraska can become even stronger, and be an 
even greater benefit to the people they serve.

“The primary goal is to continue working together and apply 
the unity that exists between the Blue Lodge, Scottish Rite, 
and Shriners in areas of mutual support that will benefit both 
Grand Lodges and our communities,” said Stites.

In a broader sense, it is a goal of building better lives and a 
better world through Masonry. 

 Making a Difference

Stites became a Mason to make a difference. Clearly, he’s 
meeting that goal. 

“After retiring from the military I was looking for something 
that would allow me to work with an organization that contrib-
utes positively to the communities and nation,” said Stites. “I 
was very pleased and surprised to learn of the far-reaching 
contributions that Masonry and its appendant bodies make 
to the world every day. Not only by making financial contribu-
tions, but by daily setting the example of brotherly love, relief, 
and truth to every corner of the world.”

Choosing to Become a Shriner 

Clopton also wanted to make a difference.
“As a retired member of the US Air Force, I felt that Freema-

sonry would give me the opportunity to have a positive impact 
in the local community that could extend worldwide. I toured 
the Cincinnati Shriners Hospital when in high school, and after 
seeing the work they did, I wanted to 
be a part of that great effort that 
has such a life-long effect on 
the children and their fami-
lies. And so I became a 
Shriner in 2015.

“It’s hard to believe 
that with all the unrest 
going on today there is 
a group of men from all 
ethnic backgrounds that 
is focused on the greater 
good for mankind. I know 
that as a Freemason and Shriner, 
anywhere I go, if there are Masons 
involved there will brotherly love, relief and truth from one 
side of the world to the other.” 

A Bit of History

PRINCE HALL MASONRY 

Prince Hall, a Revolutionary War veteran, is considered 
the father of African American Masonry. Historically, 
he made it possible for African Americans to be rec-
ognized and enjoy all privileges of Free and Accepted 
Masonry. On March 2, 1784, Prince Hall petitioned the 
Grand Lodge of England, the mother of all Freema-
sonry, asking for a warrant for a charter, which had been 
denied by the Masons of Massachusetts due to racial 
segregation that existed at that point in the United 
States. The warrant was approved and that charter, 
which is authenticated and in safekeeping, is believed 
to be the only original charter issued from the Grand 
Lodge of England still in the possession of any lodge 
in the United States today. 

Prince Hall established the first lodge of African 
American Masons in North America known as African 
Lodge No. 459, which later became African lodge No.1 
with Prince Hall as its Leader. In 1791, the Prince Hall 
Grand Lodge was founded with Prince Hall as the first 
Grand Master.
*information taken from the Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Nebraska website

SHRINERS INTERNATIONAL

In 1870, a group of Masons gathered frequently for 
lunch at the Knickerbocker Cottage on Sixth Avenue 
in New York City. At a special table on the second floor 
a particularly fun-loving group of men met regularly. 
Among the regulars were Walter M. Fleming, M.D., 
and William J. “Billy” Florence, an actor. The group 
frequently talked about starting a new fraternity for 
Masons — one centered on fun and fellowship, more 
than ritual. Fleming and Florence took this idea seri-
ously enough to do something about it. 

Billy Florence had been on tour in France, and had 
been invited to a party given by an Arabian diplomat. 
The exotic style, flavors and music of the Arabian-
themed party inspired him to suggest this as a theme 
for the new fraternity. Walter Fleming, a devoted fra-
ternity brother, built on Florence’s ideas and used his 
knowledge of fraternal ritual to transform the Arabian 
theme into the Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles 
of the Mystic Shrine (A.A.O.N.M.S.). The name has 
changed over time; today the fraternity is known as 
Shriners International.

The first meeting of Mecca Shriners, the first temple 
(chapter) established in the United States, was held 
September 26, 1872. Today, Shriners International is a 
fraternity with nearly 200 temples in several countries, 
thousands of clubs around the world and hundreds of 
thousands of members dedicated to the principles of 
brotherly love, relief and truth.

"We stand together 
united as a sacred 

brotherhood."
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Exemplifying 
Shared Bonds 
and Goals

Although their stories and approaches are dif-
ferent, they all showcase the shared values of 
Masonry and Shriners International. Past Imperial 
Potentate Jeff Sowder was a Mason for 13 years 
before becoming a Shriner — largely because 
of the distance between his hometown and the 
nearest temple. He served as Master of his lodge 
four times and was elected to serve as Grand 
Master (the highest state-level office in Masonry) 
of Kansas in 1997.

“I became a Mason at 19 years of age — a 
Shriner at 32 years of age, so my ONLY activity 
for the first 13 years in the fraternity was in my 
lodge. The Masonic lodge is the “base and foun-
dation” of the ENTIRE FRATERNITY (including 
the Scottish Rite, York Rite and Shriners Interna-
tional) and is where every Mason first learns, and 
is encouraged to live by, the guiding principles of 
Freemasonry, including brotherly love, relief and 
truth,” said Sowder.

“Although I was not an active Shriner when I became Grand 
Master, I quickly embraced the Shriners temples in Kansas 
because of the outstanding work that they do for building 
Masonic membership in Kansas and for the charitable work 
they do at Shriners Hospitals for Children. Today I have a much 
deeper knowledge of the work that we do at SHC and my admi-
ration for what we do as Shrine-Masons for all the children is even 
deeper. I would add that every Grand Lodge also 
does other charitable work within their respec-
tive states or provinces,” said Sowder. 

“It is EXTREMELY IMPORTANT that Grand 
Lodges, each state’s local lodges and the Shrine 
temples work together to promote and build 
membership. Every part of Masonry (Scottish 
Rite, York Rite and Shriners International) needs 
to take responsibility for building membership,” 
said Sowder. “It is ONLY by all of us working 
together that we can continue to keep our fra-
ternity moving forward with membership.”

As members of the Masonic 
fraternity and family, many 
Shriners actively serve their 
Lodges and Grand Lodges — 
some as Grand Masters.  
We are grateful to some  
of our Grand Masters and 
Past Grand Masters for 
sharing their unique 
perspectives on 
these pages. 

12 SHRINER MAGAZINE: PRIDE AND TRADITION



“Being a Shriner helped me cover several of my Masonic obligations 
such as Faith, Charity, Brotherly Love and Affection. Most of all, 

the obligation to be charitable and to help mankind.”

A Lifetime of  
Masonic Involvement
Bill Sardone, Grand Master of New York, began his Masonic 
journey as a young boy in DeMolay International. His Chapter 
would help with the local Shriners’ circus. Over time, he learned 
more about the connection between DeMolay and Shriners — 
including the combined commitment of DeMolay founder and 
Past Imperial Potentate Frank Land, and the Shriners health 
care system. 

Eventually, Sardone became a Mason and a member of 
Mecca Shriners. For him, finding time for both was easy. “Both 
organizations are happy to have the quality time you can share 
with them. I feel now as I did then, that diversity in meetings, 
topics and activities is healthy.” 

Over the years, Sardone has used his Masonic and Shriners 
ties to create joint ventures that benefit both organizations, as 
well as the public. 

As Grand Master of DeMolay International, he “cemented a 
partnership with Past Imperial Potentate and Senior DeMolay 
Chris Smith to establish a courtyard at DeMolay Headquarters 
in Kansas City, Missouri. The partnership would raise funds to 
be shared between our two organizations.“

Today, Sardone is serving his third year as Grand Master 
of Masons in the State of New York, (with an extra year due 
to COVID-19 restrictions). Despite the pandemic, he’s plenty 
busy. “Being a Grand Master in ‘normal times’ for New York is 
more than a full-time job,” said Sardone. “During a pandemic 
I have a choice: either sit back until it passes or try new ways to 
engage our membership. It was an easy decision: Engage the 
members since Masonry Never Stops.” 

Richard Lynn, Past Grand Master of 
Florida and Past Potentate of Mahi 
Shriners in Miami, Florida, learned how 
to find time to be an active Shriner and 
an active Mason. “As our journey as 
Masons began, we were taught the 

importance of dividing our time. Choosing the manner in which 
we accomplish that arduous task becomes the guiding light in 
our lives,” said Lynn.

“At times it was difficult attending all the Masonic meetings; 
however, the fraternal fellowship with my Brothers brought a 
different perspective into my life. That said, the nobles at Mahi 
Shriners became family to me, and my children had many 

adopted uncles and aunts because of my involvement in all 
of the Masonic Bodies. Most of the nobles were very active 
in their respective lodges and were a tremendous resource 
and asset to me as I traveled through the Grand Lodge Line. “

For Lynn, being actively involved in both his lodge and his 
temple was, although difficult at times, the right choice. “I can 
honesty state that the time spent and the trials of dividing my 
time was well spent. Being a Shriner helped me cover several 
of my Masonic obligations such as Faith, Charity, Brotherly 
Love and Affection. Most of all, the obligation to be charitable 
and to help mankind. After all, what can give you a better 
warm fuzzy feeling than to help a child?” he asked. 

He used his office to bring people together to deploy food 
drives all over the state. “Invariably in each situation a Shriner 
would rise to the top to help organize the on-site distribution to 
hundreds of needy families. We also revamped our membership 
program and now have thousands waiting to become Masons 
instead of hundreds,” said Sardone. 

“As Grand Master I do the same as I did in my corporate life 
and my Army life. I view the mission, survey the landscape and 
draw on those who have the skill, passion and dedication to 
succeed,” he said. “While I am in awe of our continued support 
of the large-scale Shriners Hospitals, I am equally thrilled with 
the local support I receive from my fellow Shriners. 

“I am a lucky man to be here during this time. I am even 
luckier to have the Shriners work hand in hand with me and 
with our lodges.”

Dividing Our Time

Photo taken April 2019
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The 147th Imperial Session is planned 
for July 4–8 in “Space City” — Houston, 
Texas. Organizers are looking forward to 
presenting a safe and exciting time of 
fun and fellowship for nobles and ladies, 
particularly since we missed out on last 
year’s traditional gathering. 

While conducting the business of the 
fraternity is an important reason for get-
ting together at Imperial Session, the 
event is really about a lot more than that. 

“We are working to put together a 
very noble-centric Session,” said Direc-
tor General Charlie Farnham. “Whole 
groups of nobles are coming for the 
fellowship. We want it to be a fun time 
for them.”

Nobles from all over attend Imperial 
Session, attracted by the club and unit 
competitions, parades and hoopla. 

But best of all is the chance to simply 
meet and enjoy the company of other 
Shriner families. 

“We want everyone to have a good 
time and socialize, which is something 
we haven’t been able to do for a while,” 
Farnham said.

Organizers remain extremely mindful 
of the need to keep health and well-
being at the forefront this year. The 
fraternity is working on a comprehensive 

health and safety plan and is col-
laborating with the local convention 
corporation, along with the venues and 
city agencies, to be certain we are fol-
lowing up-to-date guidelines to reduce 
risk and improve opportunities for fun 
and fellowship.

While Session is expected to run as 
close as possible to normal, planners 
are working to implement specific 
changes that they believe are neces-
sary to protect the health and safety of 
nobles and guests.

“Safety is critical, and all attendees’ 
safety is being considered,” Farnham 
said. “We are designing things with 
safety in mind, in this new world.”

According to Visit Houston, George 
R. Brown is the first convention center in 
the world to deploy the Integrated Viral 
Protection (IVP) system. This biodefense 
filtration technology is proven to elimi-
nate SARS-CoV-2 (99.999%) and other 
airborne contaminants, and was recently 
awarded the 2020 Emerging Technol-
ogy Award by The American Society of 
Mechanical Engineers.

Session will include an array of fun 
and interesting social activities. Impe-
rial Potentate Jim Smith is excited to be 
hosting a special cornhole tournament 
at Session and has challenged every 
temple to field a team to compete. This 
friendly competition will also be support-
ing a special cause — the tournament 
entry fees will be donated to First Lady 
Alice Smith’s Rising Stars program. 

Something special that many nobles 
may enjoy is a tour of the nearest hos-
pital, located in Galveston. This bus trip 
will give nobles who are interested the 
opportunity to see the hospital, which 
recently merged with the Houston loca-
tion to create Shriners Children’s Texas.

In addition to Session events, nobles 
have the opportunity to explore a 
unique and exciting city when they visit 
Houston, the fourth-largest city in the 
United States. Nobles and their fami-
lies can visit historic sites, museums, the 
Space Center, or explore the shopping 
and dining options.

in Houston
NOBLES AND THEIR FAMILIES ARE INVITED  
TO THE 2021 IMPERIAL SESSION

Houston, we are a “Go”!

Have a Blast 

For updates, please visit Imperialsession.com.
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Photo taken before 2020

Among the many things that make our health 
care system stand out is its commitment to 
compassionate, family-centered care. First Lady 
Alice Smith’s program, Rising Stars, supports 
this by focusing on the availability of adaptive 
and assistive technology. “For many children, 
reaching their goals is often possible, but they 
may need to approach them in a different way,” 
said First Lady Alice. 

 ‘Just One 
of the Guys’

Shawn recalls activities he participated in while he was a patient 
at the hospital, including wheelchair basketball and bumper 
pool. Spending time with other boys dealing with orthopaedic 
medical conditions was special for him. “When I was home, in 
school, I was the boy who walked funny and couldn’t run very 
well,” Shawn said. “When I was at Shriners Hospital, with those 
boys, I was just one of the guys.”

Now in his 50s, Shawn not only walks, but walks for a living: 
He’s a postal carrier. Completing his deliveries and getting the 
mail where it needs to go can mean spending hours each day 
walking. How much walking? Shawn said that once he tracked 
his steps and recorded 35 miles in just one work day. 

Shawn has trouble with his feet from time to time. But he 
doesn’t let his feet get him down or stop him from doing what 
he wants to do. For him, it is all in the perspective. 

A Boy Not Only Got the 
Medical Care He Needed, 
but Found a Place to Fit In

WHEN SHAWN WAS BORN with both legs 
severely affected by clubfoot, some doctors 
wondered if he would ever be able to walk. A 
physician recommended taking the baby to Shri-
ners Hospitals for Children — Chicago for our 
pediatric orthopaedic expertise. Shawn’s first 
visit to Shriners Hospitals for Children occurred 
when he was 18 months old. He had more than 
10 surgeries to help correct his condition. In the 
process, he found a place where he would be 
accepted and could fit in.

“Sometimes an assistive device 
can make all the difference.”

15shrinersinternational.org



P.O. Box 31356
Tampa, FL 33631-3356
813-281-0300

Change Service Requested

Membership Directory 
Celebrates

This keepsake volume will include sections 
on our history and achievements, temple 
activities and accomplishments, and listings 
of individual temples and nobles. 

Shriners International will receive a 
percentage of the proceeds generated by 
this project, which will be used to enhance 
programs for our nobles.

Additional information about this 
commemorative membership directory is 
available on both Shriners Village and the 
Shriners International website. 

In celebration of the 
fraternity’s milestone 
anniversary, Shriners 
International is 
creating a special 150th 
Anniversary Edition 
Fraternal  
Membership  
Directory. 

150 Years

Shriners International file photos


