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Thank you! The support that you have given Lady 
Alice and me the last year has been truly remark-
able. We all know that it would have been so 
much more fun if we could have been together 
personally, shook hands, hugged the way that 
only Shriners do, laughed, and in some cases, 
cried. However, that has not been the case. So I 
am extremely proud of the fact that we adjusted 
to the circumstances and honestly made the best 
of it. We called on the telephone, we Zoomed, 
we wrote notes – we communicated. Our nature 
is not to be cooped up, and frankly, it drove me 
a little crazy at times, but we survived. They 
say that challenges like this pandemic are for a 
reason, whoever “They” are, but sometimes it is 
easier than other times to understand or deter-
mine the reasons. The pandemic did prove that 
we are strong, flexible and concerned about our 
fellow human beings.

It was not the year we expected when we 
were elected to the Imperial line 10 years ago in 
Denver, Colorado, but it has been an incredible 

ride over that time. We have met thousands of 
wonderful people all over the world, many of 
whom have become friends. We have created 
and shared many priceless memories with you –  
things that we will never forget – and your sup-
port has been phenomenal. I wouldn’t trade one 
minute of this wonderful experience, even this 
year. We wish the absolute best to Imperial Sir 
Bill Bailey and Lady Debby on their upcoming 
year. I have no doubt that they will give it their 
all, and do an extraordinary job. They are a won-
derful couple.

Thank you all for all the priceless memories 
that you have rewarded us with the last 10 years. 
You have no idea how much they mean to us! 
And how much you mean to us. You are the 
Shrine, and we Love you for it.

Yours in the faith,
James R. “Jim” Smith

A Message from the Chairman 
of the Board of Trustees 

A Message from Your 
Imperial Potentate

I think we can all agree it’s been a difficult, chal-
lenging year. At the same time, we’ve seen a 
level of compassion, creative problem solving 
and teamwork that demonstrates the commitment 
and dedication every one of us has to the mission 
of Shriners Hospitals for Children. I am extremely 
proud of every volunteer and employee of our 
generous, unique health care system.

We can also celebrate what looks like the 
beginning of a slow and careful return to a level 
of normalcy – we are having Imperial Session 
in Houston next month – and I am very excited 
about that – it is wonderful to know that we are 
able to come together for this annual event and 
tradition once again. I wish every member of our 
huge, amazing Shriners family was going to be 
there – I would greatly appreciate and enjoy the 

opportunity to see each one of you, and person-
ally thank you for your steadfast efforts over the 
past year.

I also appreciate those of you who are able 
and willing to travel to Houston in these still 
somewhat uncertain times. Know that we look 
forward to welcoming and thanking you for all 
you have done, as well. Please also know that 
your health and safety are our primary concern, 
and every precaution and safety measure will 
be in place.

See you in Houston!

Yours in the faith,
Jerry G. Gantt

DEAR FELLOW NOBLES,

Jerry G. Gantt
Chairman, Board of 
Trustees, Shriners 
Hospitals for Children

James R. “Jim” Smith 
Imperial Potentate, 
Shriners International

DEAR FELLOW NOBLES,
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About Our Fraternity

Founded in 1872, Shriners International is a fraternity based on 
fun, fellowship and the Masonic principles of brotherly love, relief 
and truth. With nearly 200 Shriners temples in several countries 
and thousands of clubs around the world, the members of 
Shriners International are known for their fellowship, brotherhood, 
compassion and generosity. The fraternity established Shriners 
Hospitals for Children as its official philanthropy in 1922, and 
continues to support it today, while striving to make the world a 
happier, better place.

About Our Philanthropy

Shriners Hospitals for Children® is one of the largest pediatric 
sub-specialty health care systems in the world, with locations 
in the U.S., Canada and Mexico. Our staff is dedicated to 
improving the lives of children by providing pediatric specialty 
care, conducting innovative research, and offering outstanding 
educational programs for medical professionals.

Find Us Online

BEING GOOD STEWARDS: As a nonprofit organization 
dependent on donations, it is critically important that Shriners 
Hospitals for Children uses all funds wisely and effectively. The 
Oversight Committee investigates and reports on activities con-
ducted for the benefit of Shriners Hospitals that have incurred, 
or apparently may incur, an appreciable financial loss. The Com-
mittee also checks on actions or possible actions of the Joint 
Boards that may not have followed appropriate practices or 
been fully vetted or disclosed. Findings are reported during 
Imperial Session. For more information, call 866-290-7637 or 
visit shriners.ethicspoint.com.
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shrinershospitalsforchildren.org

facebook.com/ShrinersHospitalsforChildren
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youtube.com/shrinershospitals

instagram.com/shrinershospitals
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shrinersinternational.org
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ABOUT THE COVER: Nobles aboard the Touch 
of Class, a 43-foot, 1973 Pacemaker yacht, pass in 
review of the Imperial Divan in Toronto Harbor, at the 
2010 Imperial Session in Toronto, Ontario, Canada.
From left to right: Wayne Wrightman, Rameses; Ron 
Kuncs, Rameses; Don Shearer, Bahia; Klaus Rein-
warth, Amara; Bob Omer, El Jebel; Brian Graham, 
Rameses; Bronno Niemeyer, Rameses; and boat 
owner Ray Desrochers, Bektash. 
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Stronger 
Together 

PHOTO EXHIBIT SHOWCASES HOW CHILDREN’S 
HOSPITALS NATIONWIDE HAVE PERSEVERED 
THROUGH THE PANDEMIC

Patients, families and staff 
throughout the Shriners 

Hospitals for Children 
system found creative and 

compassionate ways to 
overcome the challenges 
presented by COVID-19.

VIEW the photo series and stories behind the photos  
at childrenshospitals.org/Newsroom/Photo-Exhibit.

Stronger Together — Children’s Hospitals During COVID-19 is an online 
photo exhibit dedicated to capturing the effect of the pandemic on 
children’s hospitals — and their incredible ability to adapt and overcome. 

Assembled and displayed by the Children’s Hospital Association 
(CHA), the exhibit shares nearly 70 photographs and stories that 
highlight the ways in which children’s hospitals have been able to 
innovate and transform health care delivery for their most vulner-
able patients during this especially difficult and challenging time.  

Shriners Hospitals for Children is proud to have photographs 
from several of our locations included in the collection.

As COVID-19 spread throughout their communities, Shriners 
Hospitals for Children’s patients still needed specialty medi-
cal care. Our teams found ways to continue to safely treat our 
patients, to keep therapies going and to maintain a compassion-
ate, family-centered environment through it all. 

Photos in the exhibit highlight the many special activities and 
efforts at Shriners Hospitals: From Boston, Massachusetts, to 
Houston, Texas, and Portland, Oregon, to Greenville, South 
Carolina, our staff and our patients found ways to bring light and 
hope to the most trying days.

What these special images represent is resilience — the resil-
ience of patients and families and their health care providers 

during the most stressful 
and difficult of times,” 
said Amy Knight, presi-
dent of CHA. “In the 
face of crisis and adver-
sity, children’s hospitals 
worked together, lever-
aging their expertise 
and strength of collec-
tive experience to care 
for our patients and to 
support our broader 
communities’ responses.
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A Shriner’s 
Journey

When he was 18 months old, 
GianLuca was accidentally burned 
when some hot tea spilled over his 
head, face and shoulders. Although 
the toddler did not appear to be 
in pain, his mother took him to his 
pediatrician. From there, they were 
directed to a local hospital emer-
gency room, and then the little boy 
was sent by ambulance 
to Shriners Hospitals 
for Children — Boston. 
GianLuca’s father, 
Greg, said he and his 
wife did not know any-
thing about Shriners 
Hospitals at the time. 
They quickly learned a 
great deal. 

It was a frightening 
time for the family. 
GianLuca developed 
an infection, causing a 
high fever and making 
his skin as “red as a 
tomato,” Greg said. 
GianLuca was treated 
in the hospital’s outpatient clinic, and 
the family was relieved to learn the 
boy would not need surgery. He was 
seen weekly for about a year, and 
then returned every few months for 
follow-up care.

As GianLuca healed, the family 
wanted to give back, and so Greg 

joined Aleppo Shriners in Wilming-
ton, Massachusetts.

“It was a family decision,” Greg 
said. “While we could have made 
a one-time monetary donation or 
multiple monetary donations, we 
felt that was not enough to show 
our appreciation for the recovery of 
our son. Instead we wanted to bring 

awareness to the orga-
nization by being part 
of it.”

GianLuca, now 8, is 
passionate about play-
ing soccer and football. 
He loves lacrosse and is 
an avid swimmer.

“I am honored to 
be able to be part of 
an organization that 
helped my son recover 
from his burn expe-
rience,” said Greg. 
“While it has allowed 
me to connect to 
people of various back-
grounds, it is humbling 

to know I am part of an organization 
where everyone is working to help 
others in some way. The effort of 
work does not need to be significant 
to be appreciated, either. People 
know their efforts are making a posi-
tive impact in someone's life.”

‘We wanted to bring awareness to the organization by being part of it’

Q&A with Greg

Q: What kinds of activities do you enjoy 
sharing with fellow nobles?

A: Right now, it is all about staying 
connected. Fellow nobles I have met 
and I are all at different stages in our 
lives, but we all know we are there for 
each other. 

Q: Does your family participate in Shriners 
activities with you?

A: We are all doing our part with a tab 
collection program at work and school. 
People who know us just come up and 
hand us Ziploc bags full of tabs. If there is 
a family-friendly volunteer activity at my 
Freemasonry lodge or Shriners temple, 
we will try to volunteer as a family so our 
children learn the importance of helping 
others. These have been a big success 
with our two boys who have been old 
enough to take part. 

Q: How has being a Shriner enriched your life?

A: Being able to give back in some way 
to an organization that helped my family 
brings me great joy. 

A PATIENT'S DAD 
GETS HIS FEZ 
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This Imperial year, we continue to live 
and work within the threat and 
restrictions of the pandemic. With the 
increasing availability of vaccines, 
there is renewed hope, and even 
confidence, that we will return to some 
semblance of normal later this year. 

Adapting to Meet 
Expectations

Throughout this difficult, disturbing time, 
the entire staff of Shriners Hospitals for 
Children has never wavered from our 
mission, and has continued to focus on 
our patients, always putting them first. 
Putting our patients and families first 
means meeting their expectations, as 
well as adapting to the ever-changing 
health care industry. 

Modifying Hospitals to Deliver 
Care More Efficiently 

In response to the fact that the majority 
of pediatric medical procedures are now 
performed in an outpatient setting, we 
continue to modify our hospitals, where 
appropriate, making them outpatient 
centers. We are also working hard to 
provide care more efficiently and con-
veniently for our patients and families, 
especially closer to their homes. And we 
continue to strive to reach as many kids 
as possible who need our special brand 
of life-changing, compassionate care – 
wherever they may live. 

Today our locations in Pasadena, Twin 
Cities, Erie, Lexington and Tampa are all 
functioning successfully as various forms 
of the outpatient care model, with neces-
sary inpatient care provided by a nearby 
affiliated hospital. 

Another new care delivery model we 
have adopted is the “hospital within a 
hospital” concept. 

In February, our Cincinnati hospital 
was relocated to within Dayton Children’s 
Hospital in Dayton, Ohio. This change 
to a hospital within a hospital model 
will make it possible for us to provide 
needed burn care and other services in 
a right-size space. The new location will 
also allow Shriners Hospitals to maintain 
its southwest Ohio presence with a surgi-
cal facility designed to exceed today’s 
medical standards for exceptional care, 
while being more efficient, and having 
access to some services offered through 
Dayton Children’s.

In January, we completed the consoli-
dation of our Galveston and Houston 
locations into one comprehensive facility 
in Galveston – offering pediatric ortho-
pedic, burn, and cleft lip and palate care. 
We expect the new facility to become 
a regional leader in sub-specialty 
pediatrics.

As we work together to determine 
the best care model for our different 
locations, we also review the markets, 
demographics, needs and strengths 
of each of our locations. Our primary 
emphasis is always on what will best 
meet the needs of our patients. 

Focused on the Future

These points: changing our method 
of care delivery, being more conve-
nient for families, operating efficiently 

and reaching more kids, are the heart of 
Shriners Hospitals’ goals for the future. 

By 2035, we will have fewer brick-and-
mortar traditional hospitals. Instead, 
there will be Centers of Excellence, 
ambulatory surgery centers, clinics and 
a range of collaborations and affiliations 
with other community health care pro-
viders. We will also continue to refine 
and emphasize our telehealth efforts, 
including offering more “at home” visits, 
especially via cell phones, laptops or tab-
lets. The possibility of connecting to our 
patient families in this way has the poten-
tial to one day make access to Shriners 
Hospitals for Children limitless. 

While Shriners Hospitals for Children 
only has locations in North America, the 
health care system has a global reach 
and impact. The majority of our hospitals 
hold regularly scheduled outreach clin-
ics that extend the mission of Shriners 

Shriners Hospitals 
for Children is 

working to increase 
telehealth options
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Our Genomics Institute takes our 
research to an even more personalized, 
patient-centric level that will lead to 
more individualized treatment options 
and improved outcomes for patients

Our Galveston and Houston 
hospitals consolidated in 
Galveston to create Shriners 
Children’s Texas

The modern, new Shriners Children’s building in the Twin Cities’ 
suburb of Woodbury serves children from a seven-state service 
area in a patient-centered environment

Hospitals far beyond our primary loca-
tions. In a typical year, our health care 
system offers approximately 120 interna-
tional outreach clinics, as well as just over 
200 domestic outreach clinics. Of course, 
this year has been anything but typical – 
we look forward to the day we can return 
to meeting this need effectively. 

As we continue all of these efforts, we 
will begin to look at ways to improve our 
internal structures and processes, such as 
consolidating local leadership through a 
pilot program in the Midwest, streamlin-
ing information and other services and 
unifying goals of planning and develop-
ment across the system.

Research that Makes a Difference

This year, there have also been exciting 
developments in our corporate research 

department. While concerns over the 
pandemic have stalled the official open-
ing of our new Genomics Institute in 
Tampa, Florida, the amazing efforts to 
find answers continue. 

The work of the Institute will bring us 
closer to discovering the genetic causes 
of conditions we treat and allow us to 
one day create targeted therapies for 
individual patients' needs. The research 
department at Shriners Hospitals for 
Children has a long history of support-
ing scientists who make discoveries that 
can change lives. 

For example, the efforts of our research-
ers have led to improved therapies that 
allow people with severe burn injuries to 
have a better chance of survival. 

Studies of children and families with 
rare bone diseases have led to the devel-
opment of new medications for children 
with these disorders. Our new Genomics 

Institute takes our 
research to an even 
more personalized, 
patient-centric level 
that will lead to 
more individualized 
treatment options 
and improved out-
comes for patients. 

This genetics-
based approach 
to medical care, 
known as precision 
medicine, is more 

than a hope or a dream. It is becoming 
a reality, and one day it could even be 
the norm. With the establishment of the 
Genomics Institute, we are moving closer 
to the goal of understanding the specific 
and individual genetic causes of ortho-
pedic conditions and disabilities such 
as clubfoot, scoliosis and osteogenesis 
imperfecta (also known as brittle bone 
disease), as well as many others. 

We are proud to be at the forefront 
of this major step toward bringing new 
hope and healing to children and families 
all over the world.

In addition, we are working with the 
Georgia Institute of Technology to 
develop devices to assist patients with 
limb movement and function. Combin-
ing our medical knowledge with Georgia 
Tech’s expertise in biomedical engineer-
ing will eventually provide our patients, 
including those with certain levels of 
spinal cord injury, with new ways to over-
come specific physical limitations.

Shriners Hospitals for Children are 
places of hope. Every day, in our loca-
tions across three countries, we help our 
patients discover the power of hope. 
Then, we step back and watch as they 
overcome incredible physical challenges 
with grace, confidence and strength. 

We are proud of all of our patients, and 
honored to help them achieve their goals 
and live their dreams. 

Ribbon-cutting at new Blank Children’s Orthopaedic Clinic, 
staffed by Shriners Children’s Twin Cities, in Des Moines, Iowa

Our Cincinnati location moved, 
and became a hospital within 

a hospital in Dayton, known as  
Shriners Children’s Ohio
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Let’s Have 
Some Fun
FUN & FELLOWSHIP COMPETITION HIGHLIGHTS 
GOOD TIMES AND GOOD FRIENDS
The Fun & Fellowship Competition was created to increase awareness, share ideas 
and celebrate fraternal fun. Nobles were asked to submit ideas, in three categories, 
for ways to have fun. Then, 15 finalists were asked to make short videos, which were 
posted on social media. Winners were chosen by popular vote. 

“Based on participation, this competition was a wild success,” said Chief Membership 
Development Officer Bryan Harrison. “From the number of visits to the competition 
website to the number of votes, nobles showed their commitment to the fraternity and 
their strong desire to enjoy fun and fellowship, even during a pandemic.”

ENTIRELY NEW IDEA

MARTY ALEXANDER, ALOHA SHRINERS
Beach Club Field Hockey: This "hockey" game uses a tennis ball instead 
of a puck and brooms instead of hockey sticks. Many different team 
formats could be used: Divan vs. Membership, Divan vs. Grand Lodge, 
Shriner All-Stars vs. Blue Lodge All-Stars, or even a mini-tournament to let 
any Masonic lodge or organization host a team. Shriners clowns could be 
umpires and make it fun, Harlem Globetrotters-style. 

20,664 
Unique visits to 

competition website 

31,203 
Total website views 

2,955 
Unique voters

10,152 

Total votes

By the numbers

ADAPTED AN EXISTING EVENT 

GARY TRISTRAM, TUNIS SHRINERS 
iPledge: The iPledge program challenges our membership and the com-
munity to take ownership and influence change. Collaborating with a 
local organization, we helped gather and record pledges against bullying, 
racism and discrimination, which were broadcast on iHeartRadio. More 
than 290,000 individuals took the pledge, all while learning about Shriners 
and our mission.

NEW ACTIVITY/EVENT

SCOTT GATES, SHARON SHRINERS
Ruffians Motorcycle Unit: The Ruffians Motorcycle Unit expanded their 
scope by visiting other temples and encouraging them to form their own 
Ruffians units. We focused on reaching out to brethren in neighboring 
jurisdictions to go on bigger, longer rides. We organize weekly breaks 
from life to meet, eat and enjoy fellowship on and off the bikes. 

Meet the Winners
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RONALD WILLIAMSON   
EL JEBEL SHRINERS

"Let Me Out" Parade:  
El Jebel Shriners brought the 
parade to their local Masonic 
Home. All parading units and 
mounted patrol participated, 
with everyone social distanc-
ing and wearing masks. We 
circled the building three 
times, with the front of the 
parade catching up with the 
end. Residents thought we 
were just one long parade.

LOU WORTHY 
OMAR SHRINERS

Omar Bling: In the revised 
"Medal of Honor" award 
system, nobles earn points 
for participation in events – 
parades, selling raffle tickets 
and sponsorships to golf 
tournaments and other 
outdoor events, as a way to 
maintain the fun and fellow-
ship while in lockdown. Points 
earn the nobles prizes, from 
ribbons to the highly coveted 
Fez and Blazer awards. 

BARRY BALONICK 
AL MALAIKAH SHRINERS
Cigars Under the Stars 
Goes Virtual: Instead of 
the usual rooftop gather-
ing, the temple took the 
event virtual. In this exciting 
Zoom fundraiser, with 63 
new nobles in attendance, 
participation was high and 
so was the number of items 
donated from retailers. Bid-
ding over Zoom was fun, 
as nobles connected and 
shared smiles and toasts. 

DANNY HUGGINS  
YAARAB SHRINERS

Keeping in Contact: 
Shriners enhanced their 
communications meth-
ods to check in on their 
members. Through these 
communications, their clubs 
and units participated in 
several small parades, and 
their operations turned to 
meeting the needs of their 
nobles and community. 

ANDREW 
WORMINGTON 
SAHIB SHRINERS

Kickball Tournament: A 
friendly kickball competi-
tion between Shriners and 
local high school athletes 
can generate community 
spirit while raising the 
profile of the fraternity and 
bringing all the appendant 
bodies together in a fun 
outdoor event.

A Dozen More Ideas
ADAPTED AN EXISTING EVENT

NEW ACTIVITY/EVENT

RICK MILLER 
MEDINAH SHRINERS

"Drive-In" Movie Nights: 
On summer evenings, Shri-
ner families enjoyed movies 
on a giant outdoor screen, 
with cars appropriately 
spaced and the movies 
chosen by vote. Kids loved 
hanging out in our parking 
lot while the adults safely 
visited with folks they 
hadn't seen in months. 

WILLIAM LIPPL 
AFIFI SHRINERS

Santa’s Ride: Shriners 
drove Santa and his 
entourage around resi-
dential neighborhoods, 
engaging the community 
and making kids and 
families smile. In the 
future, planning may 
allow for greater involve-
ment, engagement 
and participation as it 
evolves into a tradition. 

ANIBAL GEORGE 
ABOU SAAD SHRINERS

Virtual Comedy Night: One 
of Panama's top entertain-
ers put on a family-friendly 
show for Shriners, local 
Masons, families and friends. 
The comedian’s Zoom per-
formance was a smashing 
success, and after he left, 
participants stayed on in 
the room, joking around 
and having fun together. 

JACOB CUMMINGS 
BEN ALI SHRINERS

Worm Burners Golf Group: 
Since golfing was nearly the 
only sport that was allowed to 
continue during the shutdown, 
the Worm Burners Golf Club was 
formed. The group includes Shri-
ners, Masons, non-Masons and 
ladies. We golf about six times 
a month, with an average atten-
dance of 14 golfers. The activity 
has generated four petitions for 
Freemasonry and one for Shriners. 

ENTIRELY NEW IDEA

ROB BISHOP 
MOHAMMED SHRINERS

Hillbilly Club: The Hillbilly 
Club helps introduce nobles 
to life in rural communities. 
Since many people have 
never been to a farm, this 
idea prompts education, 
sparks fellowship and lets 
families enjoy each other's 
company in an outdoor 
environment. It’s a way to 
appreciate what we have  
and where it comes from.

MARTY BARTLETT 
ALZAFAR SHRINERS

Golf Tournament / Gala: 
This idea is to combine 
two big Shriners Hospi-
tals fundraisers into one 
all-day event: A double 
golf tournament – one in 
the morning and another 
in the afternoon – then 
an awards gala the 
next night, with silent 
and live auctions.

RICHARD JESSOP 
RAJAH SHRINERS

There and Everywhere, 
Virtually: Rajah Shriners focused 
on connecting with their tenured, 
home-bound nobles as a way to 
check in, assess their needs and 
provide much needed support. 
We used virtual and remote 
tools to maintain connections 
to members, and nobles 
appreciated the feelings of 
fellowship and accomplishment 
in a time of restrictions.
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Yachting Promotes 
Family-friendly Fun 
and Fellowship

FOR 50 YEARS, THE INTERNATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION OF SHRINE YACHT CLUBS 
HAS CELEBRATED A LOVE OF THE SEA

Standing on the bow, breeze ruffling 
their hair, cruising into the harbor 
under the afternoon sun. It’s just 
another meeting for the members  
of the International Association of 
Shrine Yacht Clubs (IASYC). 

THIS YEAR MARKS 50 YEARS since the boaters in several 
Shrine Yacht Clubs came together to form an association. Now 
the group centered around boating and maritime activities is 
also considered a model for family-oriented organizations in 
Shrinedom. Today, members of IASYC and their international 
officers are ambassadors of goodwill to Shriners and Masons 
affiliated with the boating, maritime, and beach community, and 
are located worldwide.

The International Association of Shrine Yacht Clubs is just 
like most other Shriners organizations, holding regular stated 
meetings, planning opportunities for fun and fellowship, and 
fundraising for Shriners Hospitals for Children. 

The members have made a few tweaks to celebrate their love 
of all things boating, from calling their leadership “the Bridge” 
instead of the Divan to organizing inland parties they call “dry 
sails.” But their favorite thing to do is get out on the water.

Since its inception 50 years ago, the IASYC has grown inter-
nationally and expanded its presence on the Pacific and Atlantic 
coasts, the far western Pacific, the Mediterranean, all 50 states, 
Mexico, Canada, and other nautical and related places where 
nobles enjoy fraternal friendship, yachting, and helping the 
patients of Shriners Hospitals.

“There are affiliated clubs which expand the IASYC interna-
tional reach in Canada, Mexico, the United Kingdom, Germany, 
Turkey, Puerto Rico, Panama, Bolivia, and other locations in 
South and Central America,” said Illustrious Sir Luis Cisneros, 
International Commodore 2020-2021 and Past Potentate of 
Almas Shriners in Washington, D.C. “We are looking to start addi-
tional clubs in Mexico, the Philippines and Brazil this Shrine year.”

The group enjoys planning sails to ports inside and outside 
the United States, always looking for interesting destinations 
that would appeal to their members. While no sails have been 
possible during the pandemic, several travelers enjoyed a recent 
trip to Toronto, Ontario, Canada, in the “Before Times.” 

Illustrious Sir Gene Yee, International Fleet Captain and Past 
Potentate of Al Bahr Shriners in San Diego, California, said plan-
ning these trips can take months and Shriners from all over 
participate. Yee said that for the Toronto meeting, a dozen 
people brought their yachts from the Eastern United States and 
Canada, while several others flew into the city for the meetings.

Other favorite international destinations include two in  
Mexico — the popular vacation destinations Los Cabos and 
Mazatlan. These areas have a special connection to the group, 
because they are part of the San Diego Al Bahr Shriners territory, 
illustrating the temple’s international reach. 

The Association tries to plan yachting trips every half year, Yee 
said, with meetings, dinners and inland activities interspersed 
throughout the year. A recent midwinter (pre-COVID) “dry sail” 
was held in Las Vegas, Nevada, where members gathered at the 
Rio Las Vegas Hotel for fun and fellowship. “Since ‘rio’ means 
‘river,’ we find water wherever we go,” Cisneros joked.

The group is dedicated to including as many people as possi-
ble, and members love introducing others to the joy of yachting. 
They also tend to love showing their boats to others, Yee con-
fided with a smile. Nobles who don’t have their own boats are 
welcome in the group and join in the sails by riding with others.
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When they aren’t on the water, 
members find many ways to enjoy fun 
and fellowship, including meetings, 
dinners, fundraisers and family events. 
Like many others, they have stayed 
connected through the pandemic by 
using Zoom and other virtual tools. 
The group is dedicated to raising funds 
to support their philanthropy. Since 
the group is transportation-oriented, 
Yee said, they often like to earmark 
their fundraising efforts to support 
the health care system’s transporta-
tion fund, although they support the 
hospitals’ general fund as well.

Members of IASYC worldwide 
credit the international leadership of 
Cisneros and other Shriners maritime 
visionaries, including Past Interna-
tional Commodores Illustrious Sirs 
Bob Omer, Ray Desrochers, Bill Davis, 
Lonnie Ramos and Bob Stanley, with 
helping their Association to grow and 
thrive worldwide.

Yee has been working with the 
IASYC’s efforts to expand the net-
work of port captains and regional 

ambassadors worldwide for the next 
50 years. “Shriners traveling to differ-
ent ports will find willing and friendly 
port captains dispersed around the 
globe for fun, fellowship, and fraternity 
wherever they land,” Yee said. “The 
attractions of water and being close 
to it are magnets that coincide with 
that of Shrinedom. This creates addi-
tional opportunities also for Shriners to 
find unique opportunities to assist our 
favorite charity, the Shriners Hospitals 
for Children system.” 

Cisneros also sees a bright future for 
the organization.

“Our members are a genuinely 
diverse, experienced, international 
group of Shriners banding together 
to see the IASYC through this Golden 
Anniversary year, and into the next 50 
years,” said Cisneros. “Congratula-
tions to all the nobles who are such 
stalwart members of the International 
Association of Shrine Yacht Clubs, with 
best wishes for the next 50 years and 
thanks for your generous donations 
these last 50 years.”

INTERNATIONAL BRIDGE

The Bridge is a nautical term for 
the Association’s Divan. The current 
Bridge was installed on July 3, 2020, 
by Imperial Recorder Jim Cain in a 
virtual ceremony.

International Commodore 
Illustrious Sir Luis Cisneros

International Vice Commodore 
Illustrious Sir James Ruby

International Rear Commodore 
Illustrious Sir Ronn Murphy

International Fleet Captain 
Illustrious Sir Gene Yee

Secretary/Treasurer 
Illustrious James Wertley

PIC, Membership Chairman 
Illustrious Sir Ray Desrochers

“Our members are a genuinely diverse, 
experienced, international group of 
Shriners banding together to see the 

IASYC through this Golden Anniversary 
year, and into the next 50 years.”

After being 
grounded during 

the pandemic, 
IASYC members 

are looking 
forward to 

getting back on 
the water when 

safety permits
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There is also a program for boys ages 9-11, known as Squires.
Like the Shriners organizations, DeMolay International is com-
mitted to making the world a better place, and to improving the 
lives of children whenever possible. 

Shared Values and History

Shriners International and DeMolay International have a long 
history together, going all the way back to the founder of DeMo-
lay International, Frank S. Land, who was a member of Ararat 
Shriners in Kansas City, Missouri, and served as the temple’s 
Potentate in 1931. Ultimately, he served as Imperial Potentate 
during the 1954-55 Imperial year. 

We are proud to be allied Masonic organizations, and to 
share the basic Masonic values of brotherly love, relief and truth. 
DeMolay International is our connection to young men who are 
great candidates to become Shriners, as well as serve as future 
Masonic leaders. Over the years, many leaders of Shriners Inter-
national have had strong personal ties to DeMolay International. 
Because of this strong link between the two organizations, Past 
Imperial Potentate Jim Cain, an honorary Member of DeMolay’s 
International Supreme Council, promoted DeMolay’s Centen-
nial Courtyard project during his Imperial year 
(2018-2019). 

Having strong ties and a good working relation-
ship between our two organizations is only natural, 
as we share many of the same goals. Both organi-
zations work tirelessly to make the world a better 
place; both strive to improve the lives of children; 
and both organizations work to promote the 
beliefs and ideals of Masonry, as well as the ben-
efits of being members of Masonic organizations. 
It is important that we, as Shriners, encourage the 
young men of DeMolay to continue their Masonic 
journeys and to consider becoming a Shriner when 
the time is right.

 

USING MASONIC IDEALS TO PREPARE 
YOUNG MEN FOR THE FUTURE

“I think there is a natural fit for both organizations, and that’s 
why so many of our volunteers, Senior DeMolays, and even our 
Active DeMolays who are Masons, are Shriners,” said Christian 
Moore, executive director of DeMolay International. “For the 
DeMolay family, being part of Shriners International is something 
that many of us are intrinsically drawn to.”

Shaping the Lives of Young Men 

Each young man takes ownership of his DeMolay experience — 
from generating ideas, planning events, coordinating logistics, to 
executing their plans. Tyler Moyer became a member of DeMo-
lay just after his 12th birthday and was an active member until 
he aged out in 2020. He participated in a range of activities, 
including flag football, go karting, paintball, dances with sister 
organizations and road trips to events across the state. 

“What I loved about DeMolay is that we did whatever the 
members wanted to do. If we wanted to go paintballing, for 
example, we worked with our advisors to plan the event and 
then went,” said Moyer. 

“Aside from just those fun things, though, I was able to go to 
several summer weeklong leadership conferences and a ritual tour-

nament in Texas. DeMolay provided Moyer 
with both a foundation and opportunities. 

“DeMolay’s impact was furnishing me 
with a solid foundation to build the rest 
of my life. Our virtues and the way we 
empower young men through hands-
on leadership opportunities are things I 
constantly reflect on in my daily life. I’ve 
been fortunate enough to experience, 
and learn from, situations many my age 
haven’t, and I’m better off for it. Addition-
ally, our virtues, even today as a Senior 
DeMolay, give me something to strive 
toward,” said Moyer. 

DeMolay International is a Masonic organization 
for young men ages 12-20 that emphasizes the 
importance of character and values as it 
encourages the development of leadership skills. 
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DeMolay teaches 
seven core values, 
known as cardinal 
virtues, as the basis 
of good character: 

Filial love
Cherishing parents, and 
holding their teachings 
close to the heart.

Reverence for  
Sacred Things
Observing your religious 
beliefs, while respecting 
the beliefs of others.

Courtesy
Being courteous to 
everyone, in public, at home 
and among friends.

Comradeship
Behaving as brothers with 
strong ties of loyalty and trust.

Fidelity 
Taking care of all the 
obligations of life.

Cleanness
Being purposeful with words, 
careful with actions and 
respectful with thoughts. 

Patriotism
Encouraging being patriotic 
toward one’s country.

"DeMolay’s impact was furnishing me 
with a solid foundation to build the rest 
of my life. Our virtues and the way we 

empower young men through hands-on 
leadership opportunities are things  

I constantly reflect on in my daily life."

To learn more, please visit demolay.org.

“I’ll never be perfect with every virtue, but I will work every day to 
try to be.” Moyer served as International Master Councilor in 2019.

As soon as he reached the required age, Moyer joined Steelton-
Swatara Lodge No. 775 in Oberlin, Pennsylvania, and the Valley of 
Harrisburg Scottish Rite. He became a Shriner at the 2019 Imperial 
Session in Nashville, Tennessee.

“I always wanted to become a Shriner. Having the opportunity 
to go through the ceremonial at the Imperial Session in Nashville 
after just becoming the International Master Councilor felt like the 
perfect time,” said Moyer. “There were two driving factors that I 
think propelled me to want to join the Shriners fraternity. First, I had 
so many great DeMolay mentors who were Shriners, and I wanted 
to continue learning from them in this space. Second, I love the 
work we do for children through our hospitals.”

DeMolay International has approximately 14,000 DeMolays (age 
12-20) and Squires (ages 9-11) in over 600 chapters in 30 countries. 
In addition, there are four independent Supreme Councils (Aus-
tralia, Brazil, Canada, the Philippines) that are responsible for the 
chapters and members in their countries. 

Imperial Sir Jim Cain, an honorary Member 
of DeMolay’s International Supreme Council, 
promoted DeMolay’s Centennial Courtyard 
project during his Imperial year (2018-2019).
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Since the coronavirus pandemic began 
more than a year ago, many Shriners have 
been affected by the need to avoid gath-
erings. For social beings such as Shriners, 
it’s been a tough year. The 2021 Imperial 
Session in Houston, Texas, is just what Shri-
ners need!

All nobles, ladies and their families are 
invited to join Imperial Sir Jim Smith and 
First Lady Lady Alice for the fraternity’s 
biggest event of the year, which may feel 
especially meaningful in 2021. The 147th 
Imperial Session, set for July 4 – 8, will 
be overflowing with opportunities for fun 
and fellowship.

The event will be held at the George R. 
Brown Convention Center, which is conve-
niently located in the entertainment district 
called Avenida Houston. It is connected 
by skywalk to our headquarters hotel, the 
Marriott Marquis Houston. Avenida Hous-
ton will take your Session experience to 
the next level. Shriners and their families 
can enjoy cuisine from around the world, 
relax in the Texas-shaped lazy river at the 

Marriott Marquis, delight in live music on 
Avenida Plaza and enjoy fantastic views of 
downtown Houston.

A Texas-sized good time starts on 
Sunday afternoon with the opening of the 
Cornhole Tournament, which supports First 
Lady Alice Smith’s Rising Stars program. 
Later, a grand outdoor party along the 
Avenue of the Americas will cap off the 
evening. The street will be closed off while 
nobles and their families enjoy the food, 
drink and festivities.

Nobles can also look forward to a 
parade, competitions and exploring the 
Shriners Zone, as well as enjoying the excit-
ing city of Houston.

Organizers remain dedicated to keep-
ing health and well-being at the forefront 
during the event. While Session is expected 
to run as close as possible to normal, plan-
ners are working to implement specific 
changes that they believe are necessary 
to protect the health and safety of nobles 
and guests.

in Houston
EXCITEMENT  
FOR IMPERIAL 
SESSION BUILDS

It’s been a while since we’ve gathered!

Touching Down 

Visit imperialsession.com to see the schedule of 
events, register for the Cornhole Tournament and 
learn more about the event.

While in Houston for Imperial 
Session, add to your holiday 
ornament collection and sup-
port the fraternity at the same 
time. Gorgeous ornaments 
com memorating the founding 
of the fraternity will be on sale 
in the Shriners Zone. Another 
ornament that will be available 
in the Shriners Zone is part of 
the First Lady’s fundraising 
program and celebrates and 
supports the philanthropy. Both 
ornaments are produced by 
the makers of the annual White 
House Christmas ornaments.

Knickerbocker 
Cottage 

Commemorative 
Ornament

14 SHRINER MAGAZINE: PRIDE AND TRADITION

https://imperialsession.com/


Among the many things that make our health 
care system stand out is its commitment to 
compassionate, family-centered care. First Lady 
Alice Smith’s program, Rising Stars, supports 
this by focusing on the availability of adaptive 
and assistive technology. “For many children, 
reaching their goals is often possible, but they 
may need to approach them in a different way,” 
said First Lady Alice. 

A Boy’s 
Inspiration

“The hospital staff 
and Dr. Santora helped 
me to achieve my goals 
of being an athlete, 
and I was blessed to 
be an NCAA Division 
1 All-American javelin 
thrower and school 
record holder at South-
ern Utah University,” 
Skyler said. 

“I continue to stay active and throw the javelin, as well 
as maintain my physical health thanks to the support that 
I received from Shriners Hospitals for my Perthes disease. 
Pending COVID restrictions, I am planning to compete at 
the Olympic trials for the javelin this summer. All of these 
experiences have led me to where I am as an athlete as well 
as a future physician.” 

A Patient Follows in  
His Doctor’s Footsteps

WHEN SKYLER WAS 2, he fell off a stage and fractured 
his tibia. After recovering from the injury, the boy contin-
ued to limp and complain of leg and knee pain. His worried 
parents sought answers, leading them to Stephen Santora, 
M.D. at Shriners Hospitals for Children — Salt Lake City. 
Skyler’s family learned Skyler has Perthes disease. The head 
of his femur was losing critical blood supply, causing pain 
and affecting mobility.

Skyler said his experience at the Shriners Hospital was 
amazing. As he grew older, he looked forward to his 
appointments because he wanted to learn more about his 
condition and its implications. Dr. Santora inspired Skyler 
to pursue a career in medicine.

“More specifically,” said Skyler, “Dr. Santora sparked my 
interest in medicine and in the human body. He was always 
willing to explain to me why different things were going 
on and helped me to better understand my diagnosis. 
He made learning fun and helped me to become a more 
curious person overall.” 

Now Skyler attends Oakland University William Beau-
mont School of Medicine in Michigan. He is finishing his 
second year and plans to start his clerkship training in July. 
He is interested in orthopedic surgery and is the president 
of the Orthopedic Surgery and Sports Medicine Interest 
Group on campus.

“Sometimes an assistive device 
can make all the difference.”
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Change Service Requested

While the beloved 
football all-star com-
petition was canceled 
due to challenges pre-
sented by the pandemic, players 
and coaches were able to share 
meaningful experiences virtu-
ally to prepare for the NFL Draft. 
Student-athletes participated in 
virtual sessions with NFL coaches 
and operations staff. Panel discus-
sions were also hosted featuring 
members of the and former East-
West Shrine Bowl players. Players 
had the chance to interact with 
Shriners Hospitals patients during 
online experiences. 

Texas Tech claimed the 2021 Shriners 
Hospitals for Children College Classic cham-
pionship following an undefeated weekend 
in Houston, Texas.
 A limited number of socially distant fans 

was permitted at Minute Maid Park. Patients were 
unable to attend, but their presence was deeply 
felt as ambassadors joined the television broadcast 
team virtually throughout the tournament’s 27-plus 
hours of coverage. Nearly $400,000 in contribu-

tions were made in support of the 
health care system.The 2022 edi-
tion of the nine-game tournament 
is set for March 4-6 and will fea-
ture the Baylor Bears, LSU Tigers, 
Oklahoma Sooners, Tennessee Vol-
unteers, Texas Longhorns and one 
additional team to be determined. 

THE PLAYING FIELD HELPS RAISE OUR PROFILE

Sporting EventsSignature

The 2021 Shriners Hospitals for Children Open is 
scheduled for Oct. 4-10 at TPC Summerlin. Since 
the COVID-19 situation remains fluid, so too is 
planning for this PGA TOUR FedExCup event. 
Volunteer registration for the 2021 tournament 
is now open at shrinershospitalsopen.com. Join 
the world’s top golfers in support of Shriners Hos-
pitals this fall in Las Vegas. 

https://shrinershospitalsopen.com/

